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Dedicated to His Moſt Sacred Majeſty. 


OF THE 
Roman Emperors 
FROM 2 
DomirtianN Where Suctonius enas, | 
to Conſtantine the Great. 


Contaimns Thoſe of | 
NEerva and Trajan from Dio Caffins : 


A 
Tranſlation of the fix vdnters | | 
of the Anzrflery Hiſtory, E:1 
An! Thoſe of 
DriocLEsIlan. and His Aſſociates, 
From Fuſco: and Others. 
With the Heads of the Emperors in Copper Plater, 
AND 


A. Chronology Running through the wito!: 
Time, being the Space of two.hundred and ten Yeare. 


By JOAN B E :RNARD, A.M. 
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In Tw 0 Volumes. 
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London : Piinted for Charles Harper, at the | | 
Flower de Luce over againſt St. Du»ſtan's Church in 
Fleetſtreer, 1093. | 
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TO THE 


IK I N G: 


My it Pleaſe Your Moſt Excellehi Majeſty ; 


HESE Hiſtories, Now firſt 
Publiſhed in the Engliſh 
Language, do moſt Ham- 


Tbly beg ro Offer themlelves co the 
Royal Patronage of Your Majeſty 


whereutto ey are Encouraged by 


A 2 this j 


The Dedication 
this; that in the Originals, to 
which there are Prefixed the Im- 
perial Names of Conſtantine the Great 
and Diocleſian, They have been an- | 
tiently Conſecrated unto Princes, the | 
molt Glorious, and the moſt [n- | 
vincible, Then, on Earth, 


Your Majeſty is the Conſtantine of 
This Age ; and by as Great a Hand, 
and as Peculiar a Happineſs, and 
with as Immortal Glory, hath Re-| 
ſcued the Liberties of all Europe ; 
and more eſpecially, the Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties of this Church 
and Nation, as that Emperor did 
the Primitive Chriſtians from the 
Powers of Paganiſm. 


Nor could the Potentates, whoſe 
Lives are here Repreſented, find any 
where a more [lluſtrious Patron, 
and a Better Judge of their Great 

Actions, 
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Actions, than Your Majeſty. Had 
Your Majeſty ſwayed the Britiſh 
Scepter in thoſe days, Hadrian and 
Severus had viſited, as they Then 
did, Your Coaſts ; but not to pre- 


tend ro Conqueſts, but to Adore 
You, 


Happy I! That I have this Op- 
portunity of Preſenting, with all 
Humility, a ſmall Oblation to Your 
Majeſty, as a Mark of my entire Fi- 
delity and Aﬀection to Your moſt 
Sacred Perſon and Government. The 
God of Arms hath Miraculouſly 
Aded for you againſt Your Ene- 
mies. And may He be pleaſed to 
Grant, that Your Majelty, up. 
ported ever by His Hand , may 
long Continue to Adorn, as You 
do, the Gloriouſelt Crown, joyn- 
ed with the beſt Church, in the 
World, by a Reign, which is fo 
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Infinicely Worthy of the One and | 
the Other, q 


I am, with the moſt Profound | 
Veneration, 


SIR, 


Vour MajnsTY's 


Moſt Humble, 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


and Moſt Faithful Subjets, 


John Bernard, 


- 
: 


: C 


THE 


PREFACE. 


ETope, it will appear, that there are 

many things in theſe Lives of that 

great Moment, and which are no 
_ Where elſe in the World to be 
* found, that This Publication of 
them will yot be unacceptable to the In- 
genuous Reader. Ti hey are the moſt Authen- 
tick accounts of the Princes of mhons they 
peak, that we Extant to us at this day. 
7 had almoſt ſaid, they are the wery only 
Hiſtories which we have of them. Foy 
Viator and Eutropius give us no Better 
than a few Sketches upon them. Herodian 
begins a great deal too late, and ends a great 
deal tos ſoon for the Reigns of many of 
theſe Princes ; and Dion Caſſius Concludes 
his Hiſtory with his own Con(ulſhip «nder 
Alexander Severus, Neither is Herodian, 
in what he ſays, much leſs the Imperfect 


Part of Dion Caſſius, ſo Particular and 
A 4 of 
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of that Latitude, as the Method is, that is 


; | 
g / t 


taken ly theſe Hiſtorians : and therefore Y to 


whoever would: inform himſelf, or the world,” 
of the Lives and Aftions of theſe Princes, | 
he Unawvoidablycomes hither for his Materi= | 


als; and all that any of the Moderns have 
done, or can do, upon the ſame Subjeft, is, 
to gather from this Stock, and Gl:an from 
this Harveſt. 

This I preſume is enough for me to ſay, 
to repreſent at once the Authority, and the 
Value of the Auguſtean Fliftorians. They 
were Perſons, who were Employed upon what 
they did ty th: Command of the Emperors, 
to whom they Dedicate ; and T take that to 
be a wery good reaſon to think, that they 
took all the care they conld of their Per- 
formance, and that they had the Reputation 
in their omn Age of beins None of the 
worſt Flands. 

Tet it is wery certain, that the Originals 
are ſtrangely Coarſe, and wonderfully Ruz- 
ged. The Learned Salmaſius , Caſaubon, 
and Gruterus, bt eſpecially the two firſt, 
have beſtowed increditle Pains upon them, 
'o make them intelligible. The Text, and 


the Manuſcripts out of mhich the Text 
bath been Printed, are all ſo very Vitious. 


But there is ne Neceſſity, that T ſhould Pub= 


liſh 
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* liſh here, all that T have obſerved as 

p to thoſe Matters. TI muſt confeſs, it hath 
"ji been a Work of no ſmall difficulty to me to 

* 7ranſlate them. So obſcure and dark as they 

q are in their own Languagt, it was almoſt im- 

$ poſſible to make them ſhine in another. But 
yet when 7 obſerved, how very much theſe 
Lives have been long wanting to the Pub« 
lick, and no Collettions 1 rhought out of them 
could be ſo (atisfatFory, nor comparable with 
the Original ; I was pleaſed, that T had choſe 
the Part that would be the moſt beneficial to 
the Reader, although at the ſame time it mas 
the moſt painful to me. | 

In what manner I have acquitted my ſelf, 


I muſt leave it to his Candoy, and to his 
Goodneſs to determine. TI have endeavoured 
to make both the Language and the Story ſo 
Eafie and ſo Natural, by the Liberty thut I 
take, and which I think is no more than 
juſt, that mhilſt they are in the Original ſome 
of the difficulteſt Books in the World, he that 
Runs may Read them here, and there is no 
need of the leaſt Notes to Explain any thing. 
T have for the moſt part given to Places 
the Modern Names, under which they are now 
known to ns: except when it is inconſiſtent 
"with the Modern Geography ſo to de, or 
when they are ſuch Places, as have been long 

Def Extinct, 
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Extinit, and we have no modern Names for 6 
them. Nor is the Reader to be ſurpriſed, if he © 
ſhould ſee the City of Byzantium called Con- jy 


ſtantinople, even before Conſtantine. This |: 
& a Soleciſm in point of time. But 1 ſtand uot ; 
wpon that, when I conſider ; that howſoever my | 
Authors writ to the Ages long fince paſt, yet 1) 
ao tranſlate them to my own. 
There is a Queſtion. amongſt the Critichs, 
but of not much more moment, than generally | 
the Dueſtions of thoſe Gentlemen are ; whether 
the ſeveral Perſons, to whoſe Names theſe Lives 


are attributed as the Authors, were really t he 
Authors of them or not ; and whether Alius 


Spartian and MXlius Lampridius be not the} 
fame Perſon under three Names ; becauſe Salk | 
maſius ſays, that in the Palatine Manuſcript, | 
all the Lives of the firſt Volume, contrary to | 
the Example of other Manuſcripts, and to the 
received Opinion, are attributed to the Name 
of Spartianus. Now, as to this, I need ſay no 
more, than that I cannot think, that Spartia- 
nus was the Author of all the fir ff Yolume, for 
this Reaſon; becauſe the ſame Perſon would ne- 
ver have mad: ſo many Repetitions : And fo it 
ſeems the moſt probable to me to be, that each 
Part was written by the Fland that it pretends 
to ; but yet all, or however, moſt of them, writ- 


ten by a common Conſent, and Undertaking of 


the Authors, one amone ſt another. One | 


for © (2 


A 
be j berty arther to ſpeak my Opinion, as to the 
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One thing there is, wherein I crave the Li- 


Praiſe of theſe Authors. The Atts which they 
have faithfully extratted out of the Fournal of 
the Senate, and out of the Ulpian Library; the 
Bitter Exclamations of the Senate againſt 
the Memories of their evil Princes, and 
their Applauſes of their good Ones ; the 
Letters and Speeches which are Here, not as 
in other Hiſtorians invented, but all trus Ori- 
ginals ; Theſe I ſay, I think, are ſuch Beauties, 
as are not to be dirallell'4 ont of the beſt of the 
Antients, that have ever writ the Roman Hi- 
ory. 

7 he Lives of Nerva and Trajan, 7 have 
tranſlated from the Original Gr:t% of Dion 
Caſſius: He being the only Hiſtorian of the 
Antients, that are now extant, that hath them. 

And it mas neceſſary that thoſe Two Lives 
ſhould be premiſed to the reſt, to make the 
Line of the Roman Emperors perfeet, from 
the end of Suctonius. 

Where the Auguſtean Hiſtorians have 
themſelves ended, 7 heve been oblined to adjoyn 
a few Coll:tions of my own, for the Lives of 
Diocleſian, Maximian , Conitanrius and 
Galerius: Becauſ: we have no amicut Urigt- 
aals left us of thoſe Emperors; and to end 


with Carinus, it was thowght improper, it 
being 


The Preface. 


being no period; whereas the Addition of thoſe 
Four, after him, brings down the Account en- 
tirely unto Conſtantine the Great. # 

To Regulate the better the whole, T have — 
added a Chronology for the ſatisfattion of any} 
who ſhall be pleaſed to turn to it. f 

The Extratt out of the Learned Voſs, | 
which follows, prevents me in the reſt, that 
1 might have to offer; it was done to my 
hand, by an ingenious Gentleman. 

I jhall only add, that after I had entirely 
finiſhed this Tranſlation, IT received a French 
one, made about thirty Tears ago by the 
Abbe de Villeloin, « great Writer, who 
dedicates it to the French Xing; and, I ob-! 


ſerve, takes the Liberty to ſay, that it i the | [ 
Tenth Book which he hath had the Honour to | 
dedicate to him. Tt begins but with Ha- 
drian, and ends with Carinus. 7 peruſed it, 
and compared Mine with it ; and TI ſhall be 
glad, if this may be ſomething the better for 
that Labour. 

Th:fſe Hiſtorians have not affected to be 
eloquent, but they may the more be depended 
wpon for the Truth. 


THE 


THE 


WiVES 


OF THE 


Roman Emperors 


FROM 


DomiTian where Sugtoxus ends, 


T 
CONSTANTINE the Great. .. 


V T3 L 


THE 


Lives in Vol. I 


Occeis Nerva, : 
Trajan. : By Dio Caſlius. 


Hadrian, 
Alius Verus Cala $9 Alius Spartianus. 


Antoninus Pius, 
$a Jul. Capitolinus. 


Marcus Antoninus, 
Verus. 


Avidius Caſſius, By Volcatius Gallicanus. 
Commodus, By Klws Lampridius. 
Pertinax, By Julius Capitolinus. 

Didius Julianus, | 

SEVCrus, By Flius Spartian 
Peſcennius Niger. 

Clodivs Albinus, By Julius Capitolinus./ 


_— $Þy Zlius Spartianus. 


Opilius Macrinus, By Julius Capitolinus. 


Alexander Severus, 
Diadumenus, $ By Z&lius Lampridius. 
Heliogabalus. | 
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THE 


Life and Reign 


L 


OF THE 


EMPEROR 


COCCEIUS NERVA. 
® | 2 ny ES. 


".: TR | 
DIO'CASSIUS: 
Rows.” Hiſt. Lib. 68. 
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FTER the Death of Domitian, the 
Snare ſet up Cocceius Nerva to ſuc- 
ceed upon the Throne of the Em- 
pire of Rome. bor 
The Statues of Domitia# which were of Sil- py yan 
Tory and others Which Were of Gold, #5 he had tues At- 
Ly thany wolifh'd; 


Perſecuti- 
on of the 


Chriſtians 
| remitted, 


Fhe Life and Reign of Vol.l. 


many of both, were out of hatred to his Me- 


mory melted down: A great quantity of Mo- 
ney was made of them, and the many trium- 
phal Arches were deſtroyed that had been 
eredted to his Glory. | 

Nerwva remitted the Perſecution which was 


raiſed againſt the Chriſtians by Domitian, and | 


pardon'd ſuch as ſtood Condemned, and re- 
called home others that were fled. He. put 


to Death all the Slaves and Servants, who had ! 


taken the Advantage of that Reign, by In- 
{orming, to ſcok the Lives of their Maſters, 
He ordered, that that Rank.of People ſhould 
not be heard in -any Accuſation againſt cheir 
Maſters at all. He ordered, that none ſhould 


be Profſecuted for being either | of the Rels- 


gion of the Chriftians, or that of the Few, 
But yet as he was a Prince who was ſlack 
in his Government, many Perſons were not- 
withſtanding upon the Accuſations of Syco 
phants condemned, and particularly Sxres a 
Philoſopher, was one of this number. 

In fine, the Correction which he took of 
the ill Miniſters of the laſt Reign, and the 
Liberties which he gave in his own, were an 
occaſion that the Mouths of all the Peoplc 
were opened againl{t once another, till Rome 
was in a Mutiny; hereupon Tirentea the Con- 
ſul ſaid, Ur #« when a Prince ties up the Peoplt 
ſo, that there u no Liberty of any thing for. an 
one; but yet a Liberty for every thimg for ewe) 
cue 14 worſe than none, Nerve was . made len 
{1ble of it, and gave Orders for the time to 
come, to redreſs it. 
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Vol.I. the Emperor Cocccius Nerva. ' , 


He was Old when he came to the Empire, 
and very weak and infirm. His Stomach ſel- 
dom retain'd what he eat. He allowed no ad. 
Statues of him to be ſet up either in Silver or rio of 
Gold. All the Goods about the Court, belong- Nerra. 
ing to ſuch as had been injured by Domitian, 
he ſtored to the Owners. He gave Six Hun- 
dred Seftertiums to be laid out upon a Purchaſe 
of Land to be divided amongſt the Poor of 
Rome, and he appointed ſome of the Senators 
to buy 1t, and to make the Diſtribution. His 
Cotters being empty, he fold a gieat many 
rich Robes, and Plate, and Furnicure both of 
what was his own before his elevation, and 
of the Furniture Royal, ſeveral Eſtates alſo, 
and Houles, and in general, all chings, except 
the Neceſlaries that he could not be without. 
He was not difficult in the Prices for which 
he ſold them. He did a kindneſs to many 
in the Peny-worths that he gave them. He 
took away divers Sacrihces, Races of the 
Cirque, and other -publick Shews to ſave Char- 
ges, and retrench his Expences as much as he 
could. 

He aſſured the Senate upon his Oath, That 
he never would be that Prince who ſhould ſpill the 
Blood of any Senator, Which Oath he kept, 
notwithſtanding the Conſpiracy afterwards 
form'd againſt him, which- might weil have 
provoked him to other Sentiments. He did 
nothing without the Counſel of the Great 
Men. He made ſeveral Laws. Amonglt the 
reſt, he made a Law, To forbid the Gelding of 
any one for an Euruch 3 and another, That ns 
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The Life and Reign of Vol.I: 


body ſmwuld Marry his Brother's, or bu Siſter's 
Daughter. 

He appointed Virginizs Rufus to be the Con- 
ſul in conjunction with himſelf, although Vir- 
ginins Rufws was one, who when he com- 
manded 1n Germany, and had overcome Vindex 
in the time of Nero, had been often imporktned | 
by the Army to take upon him the Empire, 
which he refuſed. In Honour whereof, it was 
written afterwards upon his Tomb when he 
died, That owverthrowing Vindex, be had aſſer- 
ted the Empire, not to himſelf, but to his Coun- 
trey ; Whoſe Service, {ignifying, he had 1n- 
tirely regarded without any Ambition in it of 
his own. | 

Nerva comported himſelf in his Reign in 
that manner, that he ſometime ſaid, He had 
done nothing to make him think, but that be could 
reſign the Empire, and lead a private Life again 
_ #n Safety; 

" Calpburnizs Craſſus of the famous Family of 
the Craſſi, had with ſome others confederated 
in a Plot againſt him, which he was made 
acquainted with, to them unknown, He ob- 
ſerved them, and placed them by his own Per- 
ſon at a Shew of the Combats of the Gls- 
diators 1n the Cirque ; where' he took up the 
Weapons, as if it were only to ſee if they were 
ſharp, as is uſual, and then he gave them out 
of . his Hand into the Hands of the Conſpi- 
rators. What think you, lays he, will not theſe 
do? Are they not (harp enough ? He intended | 
this as a ſecret Refletion to them of his 


knowleoge of that Deſign of theirs, and - { 
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Vol.I. the Emperor Cocceius Nerva, : 


the ſame time he ſeemed to ſhew ſuch a Ne- 
olet of his Life, as if he did not care tho' 
they killed him upon the place. 

The Captain of the Guards under him 
was Ceſperizs e/Elianus, who was the ſame 
before under Domitiay, This Officer ſet the 
Soldiers againſt Nerwva, and work'd them to 
a heighth, that they demanded the Heads of 
ſeveral that were about his Perſon, to which 
Nerva oppoſed himſelf fo, that ſtripping bare 
his Boſom, and offering it bare to them in a 
Paflion , ſays he, Take my Life, not theirs. 
However, this did not fave them, for as many 
as Caſperixs /Elianus had mark'd out, fell a Sa- 
crifice to the Pleaſure of the Guards. 

The Age of Nerve was one thing which 
loſt him much Reſpet. After this Action of 
the Guards, he went to the Capitel, and de- ,,, 
clared his Adoption of Marcus Ulpius Trajan Tron, 
with a loud Voice thus, _. 

Together with my hearty Wiſhes for the Proſpe- 
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1 rity of the Senate and People of Rome, and that 
o WY 21het I do may be Happy to them and my ſelf; 
. & 7 make Marcus Ulpins Trajan my Son. 

2 Then he created him in the Senate his Ce- 
; &/r, which is the Title of a Perſon when he is 
+ © choſen to ſucceed in the Empire ; and having 


done this, he wrote to Tr4jan, who at that time 
commanded in Germany, with his own Hand, 
amongſt other things a Greek Verſe out of 
Homer, 


Tioua Aye $wud Sixpuea ain Gramm. 
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by which he ſeemed to ſignifie, that he lefe it 
to him to do him Juſtice, and to revenge him 
of that Mutiny of the Guards. 5 2h 
Thus Trojan was appointed to ſucceed to 
the Empire, even in preference to Nervs's 
own Relations; whereof there were fome 
whom he might have ſo honoured, if he had 
not: been a Man who regarded the Good 
of the Publick above the Conſideration of his 
Blood.- Nor did it incline him the leſs to 
what he did, to know, that Trajean was a 
Spaniard, neither an Italian, nor of Italian 
born Parents; and that no: Alien, as he was, 
had ever poſfeſſed the Reman Empire before. 
For he conſidered, That it was the Worth and 
not the Countrey of any one that was the 
thing, which he ought to reſpet. Aﬀcer 
which Nerva died, having Reigned one Year, 


HiDeath, four Months, and nine Days : And lived fixty 


five Years, ten Months, and ten Days. 


Dio Caſſius, Lib. 67, 


A? Nerva was a Perſon of very preat 
4. Worth and Honour, he was offered the 
Empire before Domitian was. killed, by the 
ſame Party, who to ſave their Lives, becauſe 
they found that they were privately mark'd 
out for the Slaughter by Domitian, made them- 
ſelves the Maſters of the Life of that Prince. 
He was alſo as much under Danger from that 
Prince, as they, which made him the more 


eaſy to. he perſuaded to accept their Offer, and} 
ro run their hazards, For the Arotogery $ 
witty 


Ing ap and OA ome fn. fn ns . __ c©N Co. 
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7 Vol.I. the Emperor Cocceius Nerva. 


2 with whom Domitian had adviſed about the 

** Nativities of Great Men, had accuſed Nervs 

> as one that was to be ſuſpe&ted of having an 

Z Eye upon the Empiic. And as Dom:/tan put 

# ſeveral upon that accounc to Leath, even of 
Men who perhaps never flattered themlelves 
with thoſe hopes, ſo he had put to Death 
Nerves, it it had not been for a kinder Aſtyo- 
loger than the reſt, who to ſave him, ſaid, 
That it was good to let him alone, in a few days 
he would die of himſelf. 

That which above all things deſerves to be proctus 
admired, is, one Larginas Proclus had ſaid pub- his Pro- 
lickly in Germany, that upon a certain a day, £:9*ca- 
which he named, Demitian ſhould die ; for 
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which the Governour of the Province ſent 
him up to Rome, where he was brought be- 
fore Domitian, and ſtill he continued to ſay the 
ſame thing. He was condemned fort, and to 
be executed the day after that Domitian had 
out-lived the Danger 3 but Domitian was killed 
upon that very day, and Larginus Proclus eſca- 
ped, and received a Reward from Nerva of four 
thouſand Crowns. 


Aur. Vict. Epitome, 


ERV A was born at the City of Nara, 
which 7; under the Stictes of the Church 

in taly. Preſently after he had accept2d the 
Empire, t;ere was a rumour, that Dorian 
was not killed, but I1-ing, and was cominy to 
him, which put him 1nto tiiat Fright, that he 


Z changed colour, was ſtruck Dumb, and could 
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ſcarce ſtand upon his Feet, tall he was aſſured { 
of the contrary again, and received a Confir- þ 
mation of the Death of Domitien. ; 

All che Puniſhment that he took of the Con- | 
ſpirator Calphurnizs Craſſus was, he baniſh'd 
him and his Wife to Taranto in Naples, for 
which the Senate blamed his Clemency. 

When the Guards demanded the-Heads of 
thoſe who were ſo dear to him about his Per- 
ſon, the Paſſion which he was 1n was fo great, 
that it caſt lym into a Vomiting and Looſneſs; 


' they were dear to him for this reaſon, becauſe 


as they were thoſe who had taken off. Domitian, 
ſo they were the Authors of the Ele&ion of 
himſelf co the Empire. His Body was interred 
in the Sepulchre of Awgu/twc. 
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DIO CASSIUS: 
Rom. Hiſt. Lib. 68. 


R A F A N, before he was Empe- 

ror had a Dream, which ſeemed to 

tell him, that the Senate of Rome had 

Choſe him, 4hd Seal'd him, as it were 
| for their own. A Perſon in the like Dreſs and Trajan's 
Form of one, that in Pifure the Senate 1s Dream. 

repreſented by, that is, in a Robe of State 

guarded with purple, a Veſt purled with Oy 
aps 
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Knaps of purple, a Crown upon his Head, 
a little elderly, came to him, he dream'd, and 
with a Seal which he had in a Ring, ſealed 
him now on the right and now on the left 
Breaſt. 

He wrote to, the Senate after he was de- 
clared Emperor, ſeveral things with his own 
Hand, and amongſt the reſt, he affured them 
of this ; That the Blood of no Man, who was an 
honeſt Man, ſhould ever .be ſpilt by him, neither 

ould be be touchd in his Fortunes or Honour. 
He affured them of this upon his Oath, and 
not only then, but he repeated the ſame to 
them at other times. | 

He ſent for e/£/;anm Caſperins, together with 
ſuch of the Soldiers of the Guards, as had mu- 

old Muti- tined againſt Nerve, as though it were upon 

neers. ſome Buſineſs to employ them. Bur he did 
not ſuffer their Crime and the Murders which 
they had committed to paſs unpuniſhed, for he 
put them to Dealt. | 

When he came to Rome he altered ſeve- 
ral things for the greater Good of the Pub- 
lick, and in the , Favour of Perſons who had 
delerved well. Hec {hewed himſelf particular- 
ly careful oi the Cities of Iraly. He ſetcled 
Alms and Penſions towards the Maintenance. 
of Children of poor Families, and did a great 
deal of Good of that nature. 

Plotina his Empreſs, at her firſt entrance 
into the Imperial Palace at Rome, turned her- | 
ſelf upon the Steps to the People and faid, I | 
£0 in here the ſame as I wonld wiſh my ſelf to | 


”m ; 
come out again ; and through her wholh Reign 
e | 
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& ſhepreſerved her eſteem with a Conduct which 
} was without Reproach. 


After ſome ſtay at Rome, Trajan undertook 


* an Expedition againſt the People of Dacia; 


unto which he was provoked by the Proceed- 
ings of that People who had augmented their 
Forces, and were become inſolent ; the Mo- 
ney beſides which was paid to them every 
Year, and with which the Romans bought their 
Obedience, was a Burthen, that Trajan was wil- 
ling to throw off. 


IT 


Decebalus the King of Dacia was ſufficient- The Daci- 


ly apprehenſive of a War made upon him #2 # 


under the Condud of a Prince ſo formidable. 
He was ſenſible that he had another Force, 
and another Perſon to deal with, than when 
he had overthrown Domitian. For Trajan was 
2a Prince with whom the Roman State intirel 


accorded. A Prince that excelled in Juſtice, chorager 
Gallantry and Integricy of Life : Strong ;in of Trajan- 


Body : In the Forty ſecoad Year of his Age 
when he began his Reign: In the full Ma- 
turity of his Mind : Paſt the Raſhneſs of 
Youth, and not yet arrived to any thing of 
the feebleneſs of old Age. He was one, who 
envied no Man, and diſobliged no Man. All 
ſuch as he found were really deſerving, he 
eſteemed and preferred, The Eſtates of 
Men, no leſs than their Lives, remained un- 
touch'd by. him. If he ſpent much Money 
upon his Wars, he ſpent much alſo to adora 
the Times of Peace. This 1s ſeen in the Roads, 
Ports, and publick Edifices which are his, and 
which are great and neceſſary Works, As he 
| Was 
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was by Nature of a Temper to appear in what 
he did, Great and Magnanimous; he rebuilc 
the Cirque, which was decay'd, much larger 
than it was before, and more-Beautiful. ' He 
His Inſeri- Wrote an Inſcription upon it to ſignify, that he 
ption on had done it fo, ts make it worthy to receive the 
theCirque People of Rome. He delired rather to be loved 
than Adored. He was affable to the People, 
and reſpectful to the Senate. All loved lum, 
None dreaded him but the Enemy. He Hunt- 
ed, he Feaſted with his Miniſters, Viſited their 
Offices, Jeſted with them : Many times fate 
amongſt them in the fourth Place ; came to 
their Houſes without a Guard, and made his 
Converſation pleaſant. Tho' he was not one 
who was ſtudied in all Parts of Learning, yet 
he acquitted himſelf in that reſpe& very well ; 
every thing he did was Excellent. I know that | 
he was given to love Boys, and to Drink ; 
and had he been guilty of any thing in either 
reſpe& that is Baſe, he would have been to 
be blamed. But in Drinking he went not to 
excels, and asto his love of the Boys, he forced 
or injured no one. He loved War; .yet when 
he had adjuſted Affairs, and weakened the E- 
nemy, and increaſed his Alliances, he was ſa- 
tified. No ſuch thing ever befel him, as is 
commonly happens to others that command 
Armies ; that 1z, for the Soldiers to Mutiny 
and be Inſolent. This was a Happineſs owing 
to the Excellency of his ConduR, and there- 
fore if the King of Dacis feared him, it was 


not without reaſon. 


As | 
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As he was upon his March againſt the Ene- 
my, and near the place where they lay, ſome 
body had pretended to cut upon a large Muſh- 
room, which was brought to hum, with words in 
Latin, ſignifying, That others of his Allies, and 
particularly the Byrrhi, 950 bordered upon Dacia, 
adviſed him to make @ Peace with the Enemy, 
and retire. 
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Bur yet this did not' hinder, but He fighes 


he began the Fight, in which many of the E- #-* Enc- 


nemy were killed, and' many of his own Men 
were wounded; to bind up whoſe Wounds he 
did not ſpare ta tear his own Cloaths into Rags 
for Binders to give them ; © and for others 
of his Men that were killed, he buile an Al- 
tar, and ordered that there ſhould be Sacri- 
fices every Year offered thereupon in theic 
Honour. 

He purſued his Blow, dire&ing his March 
over the Hills and Mountains from one to'a- 
nother, not without great danger, till hz came 
up to the Capital City of Dacia, whilſt Lacizs 
employed the Enemy on another fide, and 
killed and took great Numbers of them. 

Then Decebalus (ent to Trajan tO defire 


mye 


Peace, by fome of his chief Officers, who Decebalus 


coming into his Preſence, laid down their deſires 
Arms, and proſtrated themſelves upon the ®*«*-. 


Ground before him, and ſaid, Thar Decebalus 
did above all things covet the Howour to come and 
confer with him in Perſon, being ready on bu 
Part to receive all bu Commands. But if this 
was otherwiſe to be reſolved on, be defired that 


* ſome Perſons might be ſent to him with Powers 
i 0 Treat @ Peace. Snras, and Clandim Livianw, 
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the. Capthin of the Guards, were ſent from 
Trajan upon this Subje&z who were met by 
others on the ſide of Decebalus. But nothing 
being concluded, becauſe Decebalus refuſed to 
appear, Trajan took his Caſtles, and therein 
his Arms, Artillery and Stores, together with 
a Roman Standard which had been loſt for. 
merly under Fuſcvys. A Siſter of Decebalas fell 
at the ſame time a Priſoner into the Hands of! 
Maximw; and a ſtrong Town in the Coun-} 
try was taken by the ſame. All which coming* 
upon the heels of one another, Decebalas rej 
colle&ed himſelf again, and intirely complied 
with the Conditions that were offer'd him, 
He promiſed to deliver up his Arms, Arullery, 
the Artificers that made them, and the Deſer- 
ters that had run over to him : To diſmantle 
his Fortreſles, retire from the Land that he 
had taken from his Neighbours, and have thei 
{ame Friends and Enemies with the People 0 
Rome : To entertain no Deſerters, and to take 
no Soldiers into his Service, out of Places in the 
Dominions of the Romans; becauſe moſt of his 
beſt Men were ſuch, as he had inticed into his 
Service from thence. All which he promiſed, 
againſt. his Mind, and being conducted to an 
Interview with Trajan, he threw himſelf upon 
the Ground and adored him. 

He ſent to the Senate of Rome his Em-| 
baſlſadors, to have the ſame Peace con-! 
firmed from them, that he had made with! 
Trajan. The Embaſſadors were introduced} 
into the Senate, where they laid down their 


Arms upon the Ground, and ſanding _ 
. tha! 
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the Senate with their Hands within their Fin- 
gers, as if they were Captives, they ſpoke in 
Terms of great Submiflion to the Senate, 
who ratified the Peace, and then they took 
up their Arms again. Warbe! the Capital 
City of Dacis received a Garriſon of the Ro- 
vans, and the reſt of the Countrey being 
ſerved accordingly, Trajan returned back to 


Italy. 

| fie was received in Triumph, - and the Title Trajan's 
of the Conquerour of Dacia was given him, and Triumph. 
inſerted into his Stile. The Combats of the 
Gladiators, 1n which he delighted, and the di- 
verſions of the Stage in which Pylades was one 
that gained much of his Favour; were cele- 

brated for his Entertainment. Though he was 
'a Military 'Prince, he took never the le(s - 
Care of the Civil Policy, and minded the 
Afﬀairs of Peace and Juſtice. In the Forwn 

of Auguſtus, or in the Portico of Livia, or 

in other Places, he many times afliſted in 
Perſon at the Cauſes which were pleade\ 

there. 

In the mean time Decebalus could not 7er- Decebatus 
ſuade himſelf to keep the Conditions of the renews the 
Peace which he had made, He proceeded to For. 
Taiſe Men, provide Arms, entertain Delerters, 
re-fortify his Caſtles, and invite the Nations 

that were his: Neighbours to joyn with him, 

to whom he repreſented ; That if be was for- 
ſaken by them now, their own Ruine was the 

next thing to fallow. ' It was eaſier, and the 

ſafeſt way for them, he ſaid, to preſerve their 
Liberties, by fkanding ali by one another whilf 

they 
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they might, for the Common Defence, tbars it would | 
be _—_ this sfter Decebalus was rumed, which 


would open a Gap to the Enemy to devour them | 

one by one. , Purſuant to this, he began the War Þ 

by falling upon ſuch as had appear'd a—_—_ 

him in the former War, and: by poſlefling 

himſelf of a pu of the Countrey of. the 

Fazyges, which was upon the Danabe towards 
Dacia. | 

Hereupon the Senate declared Decebalas 

again an Enemy, and Trejen without com- F 

mitting the War to another, wene in Perſon | 

to reduce him a ſecond time. He marched | 

þ againſt him with an Army which Deceba/us was 

1h » in an ill Condition by fair Force to refit; 

1% Treachery but by Deceit and Treachery, he was within a 

od CI lictle of effeing that, that he could not by 

"LS efeat- hz; Arms, He ſent Perſons under the | 110- * 

| tion of Deſerters into Me/ia to aflaſline: him, . 

as Trajan was always calle of acceſs; butthen 

more particularly upon - the Incidents of the 

War, any one was admitted to ſpeak to hitm. 

Il That which diſappointed this Delign was, 

Ih - - one of the Conſpirators was taken up onſuſpi- 

cion and put to the Torture, who contetkd 

the whole Plot. titty 

There was a Commander of a Legion in 

Longious the Reman Army of great Skill, and who had 

'raperd. often {ignalized himſelf in the Wars againſt 

Dacie, called Longinus 5 Decebglus found means 

by Treachery to get this Colonel into his 

hands, and then ſent to Trajan to tell him, | 

That wpon Condition the Countrey as far as Ml 

the Danube, might be reſtored to him, _ 4 
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' "that Trajan allowed bim for the Charges of the 
* Yar, he courted his Friendſhip, and would re- 
$ turn Longinas again in ſafety. To which Tra- 
” jen anſwered in a manner, that was to let him 
Z know, that he neither made a ſmall, nor yec 
| ſuch a high Account of the Life of Longinue, 
® as to buy it too dear. In the mean time, 
[ whilſt Decebalas was reſolving with himſelt 
iS what more to do, Lowginus found means to 
| procure a quantity of Poyſon by the help of 
5 —_ and he took it in the night and 
ied. 


Magnihcent, but this is above them all- It 
is a Bridge of Nineteen Arches, all of ſquare 

7 Stone ; the Heighth one Hundred and FiftyFoot 
above the Foundation ; the Breadth Sixty Foor, 
and the Diſtance between each Arch one Hun- 
dred and Seventy Foot. How ſhall I admire 
the Charge rnat this coſt, and which way alſo 
It was poflible to Found it 1n a great River, 
and a difficult Water which hath an ozy Gra- 
vel at the bottom, when in the mean time 
there was no turning the Stream afide into 
nother Chanel! 2 The River 15 1n other places 
Jouble and treble the breadth, that it is here 
where this Bridge covers it. Here'1t is at the 
ſtraighteſt, and therefore ſo much the more 
fe place for a Bridge ; but yet the- Account 
hat I have given, makes it a pretty broad. 
affage here alſo. But that which 1 would 
&hactly obferve from the Breadch of che Rivec 
GS in 


= Trajan built a Bridge over the Danube, for Trajan's 
$ which I know not how I can ſufficiently ad- Bridge e- 


mire him. The other Works of his are very 2*” *4e 
Danube, 


18 


His Per- 
ſonal Va- 
lour, 
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in this and in other places is, that the broader 
and the more ſpatijous a Flood 1t 1s as it comes } 
hither, and the broader and the greater Com- | 
paſs that it challenges as 1t goes from hence, | 
ſo much the deeper and the more rapid muſt 
it be where it 1s ſtreightned in 1ts Courſe; 
and this muſt make it the more difficult to 
cover it with a Bridge, where it is ſo deep and 
ſo rapid. Certainly the Greatneſs of the Soul F 
of Trajan,ſhews it ſelt in this Work; tho' it be of Þ 
no uſe to us now, nor paſlable. The Peers Þ 
are yet ſtanding, which look as it they were | 
only built to ſhew, That nothing is impoſſible to 
the Wit of Man. The reaſon of Trajen's Build: þ 
ing this Bridge was, to paſs his Forces with rea- 


' dineſs to the Succour of the Romans on the 


other fide of the Danube, in caſe the Barbs 
rians attack'd them at a time when the River | 
was frozen up. Hadrian fearing on the con- 
trary, that the Barbarians might ſometime Force 
the Paſſage of this Bridge, and give themſelves 
an eaſte deſcent by it into the Country of Me: 
fn demoliſhed it, and broke down the Ar. 
ches. 

Trajan paſting his Army over the Danube 
by this Bridge, made rather a ſafe than al 
quick War, and with time and difficuley 6M ' 
niſhed the Conqueſt of the Kingdom of Dacis, 
He fignalized his Conduct and his Gallan- 
try in many things himſelt. The Soldiers by 
his Example were encouraged to contemnDan- 
gers, and acqui themſelves with Honour. A- 
mongſt the reſt a Horſeman who was very 


much wounded, was brought out of a Fight 
| c 


re | 
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the Surgeon to be dreſs'd ; but perceiving that 
his Life was deſperate, and that his Wounds 
were uncurable, he quitted the Tent again 
before his Spirits failed him, and rejoyned 
the Battel, and died, fighting with great Bra- 
Very. 

In fine, Decebalws, afcer his Capital City Decebalus 
was loſt, and his Country all taken, and him- &/'s him« 
ſelf in danger to be taken, killed himſel'; His 
Head was brought to Rome: Dacia was made 
a Province of the Empire, and Trajan planted 
it with Colonies of Romans. He had hid his 
Treaſure in the Bed of the River [#rig, not far 
from Warbel. For he had made his Slaves turn His hid- 
the Water alide another way, and into the den Trea« 
Channel dig a Pit, in which he buried a great #<* 
deal of Gold and Silver, and precious Things 
that could endure the Wet, which he covered 
with a heap of Stones and Earth, and then 
brought the River to run over chem in its uſual 
Courle again. He hid his Robes and other 
things of that nature, in Caves of the Earth, 
by the Hands of the ſame Slaves, who when 
they had done their Work, were killed, be- 
cauſe they ſhould ſay nothing. Burt one Bi- 
clas, who was one of his Favourites, knowing 
the thing, and being taken Priſoner by Trajan, 
he diſcovered all co him, and the buried 
Treaſure was brought to Light again. 

About this time Palmas the Governour of 
Syr4e reduced the Stony Arabia under the Obe- 
dience of che Empire of Rowe, | 

Atcer Trajen was returned to Rome, Em- Traje1 re- 


ballies were ſent to him from cany Nations = 
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of the Barbarians, and amongſt the reſt from 
the Indians, The Publick Games and Shews 
wero Celebrated one hundred twenty and 
three days together : in which eleven thou- 
ſand Beaſts of all forts were killed, and ten 
thouſand Gladiators diverted 
ſpilling their Blood over the Fenns called Au- 
ferte Palude in the Campagnia di Roma. He 
made Cauſeways, and buile Houſes upon the 


Roads, and built Bridges which were very F 


Magnihcent, | 


He Called in, and Melted down all the Di- F 
He buried Licinius Suras, | 


miniſhed Coin. 
when he died, with a Publick Funeral, and 
ſet up his Statue : who had attain'd to be (6 
Rich and ſo Great, as to Found at his own 


Expence a Publick School for the Plays and * 
This Perſon, and } 


Exerciſes of the Romans, 
Trajan, had ſuch a Friendſhip, and ſuch an In- 


timacy in one another, that many times when | 
the Enemies of Suras, who were ſuch as en: | 
vyed him, had Accuſed him to Trajan, Tra | 


jan went nevertheleſs -to his Houſe to Sup 
with him, Uninvited; and diſmifling all his 
Guards, Firſt he truftted himſelt to the Phy- 
fician of Suras, to do ſomething to his Eves 
and Eyebrows ; then he truſted himſelf to his 
Batber tro ſhave him; For this was antiently 
the Cuſtom, as of all other Romans, ſo of the 
Emperours : For Hadrian was the firſt Em: 
peror that let his Reard grow unthaved. When 
this was doac, he waſhed, and went to Sup- 
per. The day atter he ſaid to thoſe about 
him, who Were always l1ggeſting ſomething 
Ill 
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the People, Þ 
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fll to him of Suras, If Suras bad a mind to 


kill me, be would have dove it Yeſterdsy. This 


was a preat thing in him, to truſt his Perſon 


' 1n the leaſt with one, who was purſued with 


ſuch Accuſations: But yet it 15 more to be ad- 
mired, how unalterably he preſerved with him 
his Friendſhip, and how that nothing was able 
to make him believe that evec Sures would hure 
him.. When firſt he made him a Captain of 
the Guards, which 1s to be done by a Cere- 
mony of delivering to him a Sword ; he drew 
the Sword, and as he gave it, he ſaid, Take 
this Sword to Uſe it for me, if my Reign de- 


\ ſerve #t 5 or otherwiſe, to Uſe it againſt me. 


He ſet up the Statues of Syſius, Palmas, and 
Cel/zs, who were three, that he had a Favour. 
for before others. He referred the Conſpi- 
racies at-any time againſt him, to the Cogni- 
zZance of the Senate, by whoſe Sentence the 
Offenders were Pumiſhed . of which Number 


was Craſſus. He built Libraries for Books, He j;;, ,,6. 
ſet up in his own Forum, a vaſt Column, partly 1c Works, 


for a Tomb for himſelf, when he dyed, and 
nartly for an Hiſtorical Monument of all his 
Exploits. All the Ground, on which that 
Forum ſtands, was before a Mountainous 
Earth, which he digged down as deep as his 
Column 1s high, and ſo built the Foram Level. 
After this, He began a War againſt the Ar- 
menians and Parthians ; pretending, 1t was, be- 
cauſe the” King of Armenia had received his 
Crown at the Hands of the King of Parthia, 
and not of him ; but really ic was out of a de» 
ice of Glory, 
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When he came as far as to Athens on this 


Expedition, the Ambaſſadours of Cheſroes the | 
King of Partbia met him ; who were ſent to | 


defire a Peace with him, and brought Preſents 
to give him from their Maſter. For when 


Choſroes had received advice of the Prepacrati- | 
ons of Trajan, and that Trajar was reſolved | 
to ſecond his Words with good Blows, the | 


Fear, that he was in, obliged him to abate of 


his Heighth, and to fend co beg, That be F 
might not be troubled with a War : For be hum- |: 
bly wo the Crown of Armenia at his Hands, |: 
;n the bebalf of Parthamaſiris, bis Nephew, the | 
Son of Pacorus, the late King of Armenia; | 
Exedreas, having, ar being neither agreeable ts | 
tbe Romans mor the Parthians, Abdzcated, he | 
ſaid, the Crown again. Trajan refuſed to Ac- | 
cept their Preſents, and returned no other * 
Anſwer ; than that a Man's friendſhip is to be | 
proved by Attions, and not Words ; and that | 
when be came into Syria, be ſhould do. all things | 


that were futing. Pethſting in which Opi- 
nion, he took his way thrqugh the Leſſer Aſia, 
Cilicis, and the reſt of the Provinces, and ſo 
came to the City of Seleacia, and from thence 
to Antioch 1n Syria. 

As he was at Antioch, Abgarus the King of 
the Oſrboeni 1n Meſopotamia lent him Preſents, 
and Meſſages of Friendſhip. But being e- 
qually in tear of the Romans and the Parthi- 
ans, and deſiring to pleaſe both Sid&s, her de- 
clined tor that reaſon the waiting upon him in 


perſon. Others of the Kings and Governours # 
ot the Countries, where he came, met him, | 
brought 


f 
: 
$ 
+ 


| brought him Preſents, and amongſt: the reſt, 


| taught co Adore; kneeling upon his Fore- 


* Trajen ſtood before him. He accepted all 
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they Preſented him with a Horſe, that was 
feer, and bowing his Head to the Ground, as 


cheir Preſents, 
But the behaviour of Parthamaſiris upon this Brhav;. 


Conjunfure, who had taken upon him the wr of Par- 
Crown of Armenia, was altogether a piece of *hmaſiri, 


{ Raſhneſs. Firſt, he wrote a Letter to Trajan, 
* in which he gave himſelf the Name of King 
7 of Armenia : and receiving no Anſwer, He 


writ another, in which he omuted thar Name, 
and defired that Marcus Funius the Governour 
of Cappadocis might be ſent to him, as if he 
intended to mediate ſomething by him. Tra- 


# fn ſent to him, the Son of that Tuniur. In 


the mean time Trajan march'd to the City of 
Schemſat in Comagena 1n Syria, and took it with- 
out a Blow. Then he came to Sarala, which 
was the Seat of Anchiolus, the King of the 
Heniochi, and ths Macheloni, Him he obliged 
ſo much, as to make him a Preſent. Then 
he came to the City of Elegia in Armenia, 
where Parthamaſirs met him, and was re- 
ceived; but the manner thus; 

Trajan (ate, as in a Councilot War, inthe j,,, ,,. 
Camp. Aﬀer Parthamaſiris had faluted him, tes. af 
He took the Crown, with which he came, off before 
of his Head, and proftraced ic at the Feet of Trajan, 
Trajan, and ſtood filent ; expeting when Tra- 
jan would return to him the Crown again, 

The Soldiers ſeeing this, ſet upan Huzza, and 
Congratulated Trajan, as is uſual, after a Vi. 
C 4 &tory : 
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fory : For they cryed, This was @ Vittory| 
without @ Battel, an unbloody Viftory; to ſee al. 
King of the Houſe of the Arlacidz, the Son of 
Pacorus, and the Nephew of Choſroes King of } - 
Parthia, ſtand before Trajan like a Captive with-þ | 
out a Crown. Parthamaſiris amazed at the? 
Noiſe, and thinking that it was deſigned for |! 
an Afﬀront to him, and to: his ruin, turned | 
himſelf about in a Paſſion to be gone. But 
as he was ſo well ſurrounded that he could not, 
he deſired, Not to be obliged to ſpeak, what he} 
bad to (ay, m that Crowd, So he was taken ® 
into the Tent of Trajan, to whom there he | 
offered the Propoſitions that he had to make; | 
but Trajan was not pleaſed to conſent to them. 
Then he threw himſe]f in a Paſſion out of the 
Tent, and was retiring through the Camp ; 
when Trajan ſent for hum back again, and 1n 
the Council of War, where he oo received | 
him at firſt, he deſired him to ſpeak what he 
had to ſay Publickly, in the hearing of the | 
Company ; becauſe Perſons, who were 1gno- | 
rant of what had paſſed betwixt them in Pri- 
vate, ſhould not ſuggeſt falſe Accounts of tt, 
and miſrepreſent it to the World, Hearing 
this, Perthamaſiria could not contain himſel 
longer; but with a great Courage, amongſt 
other things, ſaid, That be neither bad been 
Mis Conquered, nor taken Priſoner. He came thither 
Speech un voluntarily, in confidence that no Injury would 
ee Coun- have been offered to him, and that be ſhould re- 
—_ cerve bis Knggom of Trajan, as Tiridates did 
; of Nero, Trejan anſwered him, what he ſaw 
fitting, and withal told 1m; That Armenia | 
| | | hould 
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ſhould be no bodies Kingdom, It betonged to the 
Romans, and ſhould receive a Roman Governoxr, 
As for himſelf, he gave bim the liberty to go 


' where he pleaſed. So he ſent Parthamaſiris, 
* together with the Parthians that came with 
3 him, out of the Country under a Guard, that 


he ſhould ſpeak with no one, nor attempt no 
Novelties; but all the Armenians that came 
with him he ordered to abide in their Proper 
Dwellings, as being now his own Subjects. 
Trajan (ecured the Country wich conveni- 


ent Garriſons, and came from thence to the. 


Cicy of Rboa in Meſopotamia, where he law 
King Abgarus, whole Seat was there. Ab. 
garus had before ſent Preſents and Perſons to 
him often, ro Complement him : but ſome- 
times for one, ſometimes for another reaſon 
that he pretended, he had not as yer waited 
upon him himſelf, as neither had azo: the 
Governour of the Arabia next adjoyning, ner 
Sporaces the Governour of Artbemiſia 1n Me- 
ſepotamia, Now the Son of Abgarzs, Arban- 


He 1s di} 
miſt. 


Trajan's 
Congreſs 
with Ab- 
garus. 


des, was a handſom charming Youth, whom. - 


Trajan had ſeen, and could nat chooſe bur 
love for his beauty. By the perſuaſion of this 
Son, and partly by the fear which Abgarus 
had of the preſence of Trajan, Abgarus mer 
him at his coming to Rhoa, and exculing him- 
ſelf ro him, Trajan received him very well, 
and admitted him to his Friendſhip. His 
handſome Son was indeed Apology enough 
for him. He entertain'd Trejan at a Banquet, 
in which he brought in his Son to dance be- 
lore him after the Barbarian Mode. . 

| | The 
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The Senate of Rome, among other things 
which they decreed in the honour of theſe 
* Succeſſes of their Prince, gave him the Title of 
Optimus, or the Beſt of Princes. He always 
marched on foot at the Head of all his Army ; 
whom againſt every Expedition he Review'd 
and Furnithed ; and ſometimes marched them F 
in one manner, ſometimes another. If they | 
croſſed the Rivers on Foot, fo did he: ſome- 
times he told them a piece of falſe News, and F 
acted the part of a Spy amongſt them, tomake 
them keep themſelves the more carefully totheir | 
Duty, and to be ready and intrepid againſt | 
every thing. He took the Cities of Niſibss : 
and Echatana, from the Parthians, upon which | 
he was Saluted by the Style of Conquerour of 
the Parthians by the Army. But in none of 
all the Titles, that he acquired, did he delight 
ſo much as in that of the Beſ# of Princes : 
becauſe this was a commendation rather of his 
own Nature and Virtues, than of his Arms. * 
Whilſt he Wintered at the City of Antioch | 
in Syria, a dreadful Earthquake happened, * 
which did a great deal of miſchief to many ! 
Ciries in that Country, but Antioch was in a 
more particular manner affli&ed with 1t. There | 
was at that time a great number of Soldiers, 
and an extraordinary Concourſe of others from 
all parts in the place, either upon Buſineſs of 
Law, or upon Embaſlies, or Trade, or Cu- 
riofity : whereby it was ſo, That there was no 
Nation, nor no Province but what had a ſhare 
in the Calamity, and all the Roman World 


ſuffered in that one City. This Earthquake 
Was 


 Vol.I. the Emperor Marcus Ulpius Trajan. 


- was preceded by great Thunders, and unuſual 
Winds: but yet no body ſuſpe&ed from thence 


| the miſchief which followed. Firſt, a mighty Fore-run- 


 bellowing Noiſe was heard on a ſudden, from 
* the Earth; then followed a Shock which was 
> was ſo violent, that it made all the Earth 


 Bonnce and Swell. The Houſes Danced : 
S (ome immediately fell with the Toſs, and 
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broke into pieces; ſome reeled to and fro 
* like a Ship jn the Sea, and took a com- 
{ paſs on one fide and the other, and then 
tell: And the noiſe of the cracking, and burſt- 
ing of the Timber, the Brick, and Stones to- 
gether, was moſt diſmal. A Duſt was raiſed, 
that it was impoffible to ſee any one, or ſpeak, 
- or be heard to ſpeak. Many who were with- 
out their Houſes ſuffered. They were ſo toſ- 
ſed up, and then down again, as in a Preci- 
pice, and ſtruck againſt one another; ſome 
were wounded, ſome killed. Trees were torn 
up from the Roots. But of the reſt, who were 
overtaken within their Houſes, an infinite 
number periſhed; a great many with the 
Houſes falling upon their Heads; a great many 
were Lones under the Ruins : Others, 
who were held under the Wood and Stones 
ſo, 'by any part of their Bodies, that they 
could not poflibly recover themſelves, were 
in the higheſt degree miſerable : they could 
not live, and yet they could not ſoon expire. 
If, out of ſuch an infinite number as were 
overtaken within their Houſes, ſeveral eſcaped 
with their lives, yet they were generally hurt ; 
their Legs broken, or their Arms, or their 
Heads, 
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Heads, or they vomited Blood. Ped» the 
Conſul was one of theſe, who died ſoon af- 
ter. In ſhort, there was no figure of Miſery 
and Deſtruction but what was to be ſeen a- 
monglt theſe People: G O D ſhook the Earth 
for many Days and Nights together- The 
People were all ina Diſtra&ion, and without 
help to fly to. Whilſt ſome were immedi- 
ately killed, and buried under the Ruins, 
others were ſtarved to death, who were pen- 
ned up in any void Spaces left by the Tim: 
ber, or betwixt Pillars, and in Vaults. After 
the Earthquake was ceaſed, a Perſon who had 
the Courage to go preſently upon the Ruins, 
heard the Voice of a Woman crying. Nor 
was ſhe alone: the ſucking Infant was with . 
her ; and ſhe had kept both her Child and 
herſelf alive, with her Milk. They were 
digged up and ſaved: and ſearch was made 
for others. But they found no body more 
alive, beſides one Child, which was hanging 
upon the Breaſts of us Mother, and the Mo- 
ther dead, When they took the Dead up out 
of the Ruins, it was ſo Jamentable a fight, 
that the living had no Hearts to rejoyce fo 
much as for their own ſafety ; ſo great was 
the Calamity which then afflicted Antioch, 
Trajan eſcaped through a Window out of the 
Houſe where he was, by the help of a Man 
who was extraordinarily Tall, and who came 
and carried him off, but not wichout ſome 
{mall Hurts As the Earthquake continued 
ſeveral days, he kept himſelf all that time 
;a the open Air, 1n the Cirque. The Mopyn» 

tain 
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: tain Liſe: was ſo ſhook, that the Top of it 
' bowed and burſt, and threatned to fall down 
' upon the Town. Other Mountains fell, 
! and great Waters ſtarted up where none was 
* before, and Streams that had flown before, 
| forſook their Courſe and vaniſhed. 

The Spring being returned, Trajen carried Trajan 


his Arms into the Country of the Enemy. He proceeds 
i his Ex- 


furniſh'd himſelf with Boats for a Bridge to 
tranſport his Forces over the River Tigris, 
from the Woods about the City of Ni/ibs ; 
becauſe the Country upon the Banks of that 
River affords no Timber for that purpoſe. 
The Boats were all brought from thence to 
the River upon Land-Carriages ; being built 
in that manner, that they were to be taken 
aſunder, and joyned again into a Bridge at 
Pleaſure. Which was done; and the Bridge 
was laid over the Tigris at the Foot of the 
Mountain Cardynus ; not without the greac 
annoyance of the Enemy on the other fide, 
who were Poſted to oppoſe it. To give whom 
2 Diverſion, whulſt the Bridge was fitting with 
all ſpeed, as Trajany had Men and Boats in 
plenty, he Armed out ſome Boats with 
Archers and other Soldiers, and:detached them 
againſt the Barbarians. He detached others to 
be moving up and down, as it were to try to 
Land in other places, which fo diftracted 
the Barbarians, and eſpecially they were ſo 
lurprized to ſee ſuch a number of Shipping 
gotten together in a Country that 1s deſtitute 
of Wood, that they gave way, and the Ro- 
man Army paſſed the River. . 
The 
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The Roman Army landed in the Country of | 
Adiabene, which is a part of Afyria, and Af. Þ 
ria was then under the Obedience of the King 
of Parthia. They took all Adiabene, and the & 
Towns of Arbela and Gaug amela 5 where 
Alexander the Great did heretofore overthrow Þ 
Darius, The Barbarians call it Atria, inſtead Þ 
of 4ſſria, changing the Letters 4 into #, But 
as the Forces of the Parthians had been di- 
miniſhed in their Civil-Wars, and till they 
were at Variance with one another, there 
was ſuch a ſcarcity of the Enemy to make 
Oppoſition to the March of the Romans, that 
2 they came up to the City of Babylon. 
ro By, Here Trajan beheld the Lake of Bitwmen, 
lon. ? With which the famous Walls of Babylon were 
buile. It is a ſort of a Slime ſo Clammy and 
ſo Strong, that when it is mixt with Brick and 
Pebbles, it makes a Wall that 1s ſtronger than 
any Stone, and Iron it ſelf, He view'd the 
Mouth of it, from whence proceeds ſuch a 
noxious Stench, that it kills all che Beaſts, 
and all the Birds that are brought within its 
reach. And certainly did it ariſe much higher, 
to diſperſe 1t felt far and wide in the Air, it 
would render the place Uninhabitable. Bur 
it Circulates within it ſelf, and does not ex- 
ceed its limits. I have ſeen ſuch another Lake 
as this at the City of Hierapolis in the Leſſer 
Hſia, and I made an Experiment of it in Birds ; 
my ſelt being in an Upper Apartment, from 
whence I overlook'd it. Foritis ſhutup ina 
ſort of a Ciſtern, and. above it is buile a Con- 


venience, where you look down and _ _y 
| Ma 
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| fatal effects of this Stench in fafety. Ir kills 
* every thing, Living : Men only excepted, that 
| have been Gelt. I do not underſtand the rea- 
* ſonof this. But I ſpeakthe things that I have 
ſeen, as I ſaw them, and the things that I 
| have heard, as I heard them. 


Trajan was once deſigning to make a Cutt 
for the River Eupbrates upon which Babylon 
ſtands, to fall into the Tigris ; that paſſing his 
Veſſels by that Cut, out of the Firſt into the 
other River, he might give himſelt a Bridge 
to March his Army over the Tigris to the 
Siege of Creſipbon 1n Aſſyria. Bur when he 
underſtood that the Bed of the Eaphrates was 
much higher than che Bed of the Tigris, he 
forbore that deſign, leſt the abundance of the 
Water running into the Lower Bed ſhould ren- 
der the Eupbrates unnavigable. So he mount- 
ed his Veſlels upon Land-Carriages, and 
brought them to the Tigris over the little 
Streight of Land which 1s betwixt the two Ri- 
vers; and having paſled his Army, and taken 


the City of Cteſipbon from .the Parthians, he Ctefiphon 
was Confirm'd in the Title of the Conqueror **X*"+ 


of the Parthians, and the Senate of Rome de- 
creed, that he ſhould enjoy what Triumphs, 
and what Feſtivals for the Honour of his Vi- 
ories, loever he pleaſed. 


After he had taken Creſiphon, his Curioſity His Expe- 
led him to go on Board his Fleet, and Sail for 4#rion to 


the Red Sea; which is a Branch of the Indian = Red 


Ocean, and called Erjthreum Mare, that is, 
the Red Sea, from a King of the Name ot 
Erythrus, 
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Erythras, who was ſometime very Powerful 
upon it. He took in his way the Iſland of 
Meſſene, which is in the Tigris, the King 
whereof was Athambylus, without any difficul- 
ty: only the Winter, the rapidity of the Tigris, 
and the Tides of the Ocean were ſomething 
dangerous. The Town of Spaſinum, belong- 
ing to Athambylus, received him well. From 
thence he came upon the Ocean, where in- 
forming himſelf in the Nature thereof, and 
diſcovering a Ship that was bound to India, he 
faid, Was I Young, 1 would certainly make a 
Vifit to the Indians, He enquired much about 
them, and their Acations, and admired the 
Happineſs of Alexander, who had Conquered 
them, and who had gone ſo much further than 
he. He writ the ſame to the Senate; But yet 
at the ſame time he was not able, what he had 
Honour already Conquered to keep. "The Senate de- 
done to creed ſeveral things in his Honour; and a- 
_ by be mongſt the reſt, that in relation to as many | 
©144/*- Nations as he pleaſed, his Succeſſes ſhould bs 
adorn'd with Triumphs. For they were more 
than were known to them, ſo much as by 
Name, as they continually underſtood by his 
Accounts. They ſer up in his Honor a Trium- 
phal Arch in his own Forum, and the Citizens 
prepared themſelves to go a great way to meet 
him, at his return to Rome. But he never 
came thither ; nor was the End of his Aaji- 
ons ſuitable to his Beginnings, becauſe what he 

had Conquered, he loſt again. 


Iry 
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In the time that he was Sailing for his Plea- | 
* ſure upon the Indian Ocean, all his Conqueſts A general 
were chang'd and revolted, and the Garriſons Revo! 
* which he had left amongſt them were either 
eurned out or killed. It was nothing but the 
| Fame of the Indian Ocean which had drawn 
hitn thither, together with his Honour for the 
Memory of Alexander the Great, to whom he 
had ſometime ſacrificed in the Houſe, in 
which he dyed at Babylovw, But as he met with 
nothing worthy of that Fame ; Fables and 
ProſpeRts of Ruins were his only Entertain- 
ments, | 

He was as yet on Boatd, when the News 
was brought to him of the revolt of his Con- 
queſts; againſt whom, he diſpatched Lucius 
and Maximus. Maximus was defeated and 
killed. Lycius acquitted himfſeit very well, 
and amongſt other things recovered the City 
of Nfibis, Storm'd, Plundergd, and Burnt the 
g City of Rzoa, whilſt Erycius Clarur, and Fu- 

lixs Alexander took and burnt the City of Se- 

leucia, In the mean time; fearing leſt the 
Y WParthians of Cteſiphin ſhould attempt ſome- 
Ss thing, Trejan vas willing to oblige them, by 
- Heiving them, inſtead of a Roman Governour, 
5 Nb: King of their own. He Afſerybled, when Trajah 
-C Whe came to Creſiphon, all the Romans, and all 25% 4 
rt the Parthians that were there into a large NE > 
{- WPlain ; and raifing himſef upon a high ans 
Throne, and glotying in the great Actions 
hat he had done, he appointed Parthameſpates 
King of the Parthians, and put the Crown 
upon him. D Then 
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Then he came into- Arabia, to Reduce | 
there the People called the Hagoerens who had | 
alſo Revolted. Their Town 1s neither Great 
nor Rich ; but the Country adjoyning to it 
is for the moſt part a Deſart; withouc Water, 
which it ſeldom hath, and then it 15 naught ; Þ 
without Wood, and without Forage : all 
which make it impoſſible for a great number Þ 
of Men to lye long betore it, defended as it 
alſo is by the heats of the Sun, to which it | 
expoſed. So it was neither taken by Trajan® 
then, nor by Severus afterwards, though c 3a 4 
both made Breaches in part of the Walls 3 
Trajan diſguiſed himſelf, and Headed a Body 
of Horſe up to the Walls in Perſon ; but hs 
Horſe returned in an ill Condition to the 
Camp, and himſelf eſcaped very narrowly : 
For the Barbarians believing it was he, by his | 
Age and Preſence, jhot at him, and killed a} 
Horſeman that was next him. It Thundered 
and Lightened, Rainbows appeared in the} 
Clouds, Storms of Hail and Wind fell upon 
the Romans, when they made their Attacks 
The Flyes rendred their Vicuals and their 
Drink nauſeous. So Trajar railed the Siege, 
and fell ſick 'not long after. | 

About this time the Fews about Cyrene 1n 
Africa, Commanded by one Azdrew, whon 
they had ſet up over them,: committed great 
Slaughters upon both the Remans and Grecian, 
They Eat their Fleſh, made themſelves Gar 
lands of cheir Guts, waſhed themſelves in thei 


Blood, and Cloathed themſclves in their Skins 
They 
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They ſawed many in Two,. from the Head, 
with Saws. They threw others to Wild Beaſts, 
They forced- othars.to fight till they kill'd one 
another. .. About. two. hundred and twenty 
thouſand. Perſons ; were deſtroyed by this 
means. They did the like in-Egypr, and in 
the Iland of Cyprs, under the Command of 
Artermion ; whece-two hundred and forty thous 
{and Perſons inore were deſtroy'd. For which 
reaſon, it is, that 1t 15 forbidden a Few to ſet 
foot upon that-Hland'; even though by Storm 
he is Ro upon it, he 15 to be put to death. 


At length they were redyced under Oby- Jews 


dience again, as by others, fo particular 
by Luci, who was ſent again{t them by 
Trajar. 

Trajan was reſolved to have carried the 
War anew into Meſopotamia, it his ſickneſs, 
increaſing upon him, had not obliged him to 
ſet Sail towards [raly, and to commit to Publids 
eElius Hagrian the Command: of the Army 
in Syria. And now allthe Pains that had been 
keny and all the Dangers. which ' had been 
run by the Romans, in the Conqueſt of Ar- 
menia, the greateſt part of Meſopotamia, and 
the Parthians, became in vain; for the Par- 
thians turn'd off King Parthameſpates, of the 
appointment of Trajan, and betook them- 


ſelves to be Gaverned by their own Mea- 


| lures. 


Trajan (uſpeRted, in his own mind, that he 
was poiſoned ; but others ſay that he had beer 
alcd every year to yoid Blood downward, my 
D 2 thas 
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Death of 
Trajan. 
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that this Evacuation had ſtopped that he had 
a Dead Palfie upon him, and was inſenſible 
in a part of his Body; and that he was all 
over Dropfical. He<came as far as to the Ci- 
ty Iclenos, which is otherwiſe called Traj anople 
from him, in Cilicia, in the Leſſer Aſia, and 
there immediately dyed ; having Reigned 
_ Years , fix Months, and fifteen 
ays. 


Dio Caſſ. lib. 67. 


E had been Conſul in ConjunRion with 

Acilius Glabrio, 1n the Reign of Domiti- 

#1, and then received ſome Omens of his fu- 
ture Reign. 


Dio Caſl. lib. 69. 


E was a Native of the ſame Town in 
Spain with Hadrian , whale Guardi- 
an he was, and to whom he married his | 


Niece. He dyed without Children, and his | 


Aſhes were interred in the Column of his ® 
own Work: | 


Eutrop. Caſfuudor. & Vikor. 
PHE Town in Spain, at which Trajew | 


was born, was Old-Sevil in the Lower © 
Andeluzia, He lived fixty three Years, nine ' 
Months, and four Days. He was Proclaim'd * 
Emperor at Cologne in Germany, The Height ! 
ot i 


Yol. I. the Fmperor Marcus Ulpius Trajan. 


of his Column was one hundred and for- 
ty, or one hundred forty and four Feet. 
The Younger Pliny, born at the City of 
Como in the Dutchy of Milan, who was a 
famous Orator and Hiſtorian , flouriſhed in 
his time, who has lefe us a Panegyric on this 
Emperor, pronounc'd by him the firſt day of 


his Conſulſhip. 


38 
A.Chriſ'a, 
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Written by 


ALIUS SPAR TIANUS:. 


And Addreflced to the 


EMPEROR 


DIOCLESIAN, 


F we take the Original of the Emperor 
Hadrian at the higheſt, it is to be derived 
from the Antient People of the 4arca 

d Ancona, and particularly from the Town 
of Adria in Italy, which was the Place which 
his Anceſtors were of, before they removed 
into Spain ; Where, as himſelf ſays in the 

Account 


nd Reign: - 
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. | Vol The Life and Reign of, &c. 29 
\.* Account which he writes of his own Life, they 
| | 2 ſertled in Sevilla Ia Viegia, or Old Sevile, in 
|; the times of the Scipio's. His more imme- 
* diate Deſcent was from that Fatnily in Spain. 
; FT eElixe Hadrian Afer was his Father, -who was 
| Coufin-German to the Emperor Trajav. His 
: I Mother was Domitia Paulima, who was Origi- 
nally of Cadiz. His Siſter Pau/ins married 
Servianus. His Wife was Sabina, and his great 
Grand-father's Grand- father, W{arullinus, was 
the firſt of the Family who was a Senator of 
the City of Rome. He was born at *Rome up- 
on the Nineth of the Calends of February, in 
the Year when Veſpaſtan and Titus were the 
Conſuls, which was then the Seventh time of 
the Conſulſhip of the firſt, and' the Fifth of 
that of the other. In the Tenth Year of his 
Age, he loſt his Pather, and received for his 
Guardians, his Kinſman, Ulpias Trajan,-who 
had been then a Pretor, and afterwards arri- 
ved to be Emperor, together with Celizs Ta- 
tianus, a Roman Gentleman. | 
In his Fifteenth Year after having finiſhed 773: 5:4. 
his Greek, unto which his Genius inclined him dies. 
in that, manner, that by ſome he was called by 
the Name of the Little Grecian; he went into 
Spain, where he entred immediately”,into the 
Army, and was eager of exerciſing tymſelf in 
Hinting,almoſtto a Fault. Trajas re: called him 
out oF chk Counthy unto Rome dgain, Where he 
lived with him as his Son; and it was not long 
before he was put into the Commitlion of the 
Decemviri: He was removed from 'thence to 
be the 77iba7e-or Colonel of the Second Auxi- 
| D 4  kiary 
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liary Legion. Aﬀeer that, he was tranſlated in- | 


to the Lower Mzſia, which was about the lat- | 

ter end of the Reign of Domitian, In Meſua, | 

Preſages he was informed by an Afſtrologer of the ſame | 
concern- thing, as to his future Succeflion ro the Em- 
vg 17. yire, which he had heard, that his great Uncle 
e/Elius Hadrian, who alſo was $sKkill'd in the 
Dodtrine of Nativities, had ſometime betore 
predicted concerning him. He was ſent put 
of Mzſis at the time that Trafan was adopted 
by Nerps, with the Congratulations of the 
Army to the Emperor, upon the Subjet of 
that Adoption. Nervs tranſlated him into 
the Upper Germany, from whence he haſtned, 
upon the News of the Death of Nervs, to bg 
. the firſt who ſhould bring ic unto Trajen. And 
altho' he was by Servianw, his Siſter's Hul- 
band, who had endeavoured to poſſeſs Trajan 
againſt him, by telling him of his Expences 
and his Debts, not only a long time detain'd, 
but furniſhed alſo with a Carriage that broke 
by the wav, on purpoſe to ſtap his haſte; 
He nevertheleſs proſecuted his Journey. after- 
wards on Foot with that diligence, that he 
came up to Trajqs before the Exprtls, which 
the ſame Serwviqnus diſpatched upon the ſamg 
occaſion. And Trajan continued to love hum, 
but yet he was not without thoſe Enemies who 
repreſented him to*that Prince, who was 4 
Lover of Boys, to be as it were his Rival is 
that fort of Pleaſure. And becauſe he was 
folicitous 1n this Conjunfture, to know. what 
che Inclination of Trajap towards him was, 4 

to his Adopting him to ſucceed in the En 

| pire, 


x 
* 
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it 
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IF pire, he conſulted his Fortune by Lots, in 
3 which he was an[{wered in certain Verſes out 
= of Virgil that favoured his defire, Others 
[8 ſay, That he received a Lot of the ſame na- 
ture out of the Verſes of the Sibyls. But that 
which was a greater Preſage to him ſtill chan 
all this, of the Empire unto which he ſhould 
ſucceed, was, an Anſwer which he received 
from an Oracle of Fupiter Nicepboras, which 
Apellonius Syrus the Platoniſt hath ſet down in 
his Works. In fine, by the interpoſition of 
Sures in his Favour, he gafily attained unto a 
higher Degree than ever of Pavour with Trajen, 
whoſe Niece by his Siſter's ſ1Je, he married, 
which was a Match that was encouraged by 
Plotina, and conſented unto by Trajan, as 
_— Maximus ſays, at leaſt in ſome mea- 
ure. 
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Trajen. In this Office being to recite 1n the 
. W Senate, an Harangue made by the Emperor ta, 
them, and being laught at for his ill pronun- 
ciation ol it, he ſet himſelf upon the Study of 
the Latin in that manner, that he acquired 
himſelf _at length the greateſt Skill and Elo- 
uence in that Language. After his Queſtor- 
ip, he was made the Clerk to the Senate. 
Next he waited upon Trajes to the War againſt 
Dacia; at which time, how ,intimate he was 
wich-hjm, .may be ſeen by thisg that he. ſays 
himſelf, That be indulged to Drinking out of Obe- 
dience to the Pleaſure and Mubeds of Trajan ? 
an 
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He was a Queſtor in the Year when Trajen He 5, 
and Articuleizs were the Conluls, which was made 2ze- 
then the Fourth time of the Conſulſhip of /or- 


And Con. 
Jul. 


Charges of che publick Games, with which he 


Favour of their Prince. Aﬀeer the Death of 


The Life and Reign of Vol.l, 4 


and this gained him yet greater Favours from 
him. He was made a Tribune of the People ih | 
the Year of the Second Conſulſhips of Candid: þ 
and 2nadratas. In this Magiſtracy, 1t was an | 
Omen (he ſays) to'him of a perpetual Tribuni. þ 
tien Power ; that is, of the Crown, that in 
wearing the P.znwlz, (a fort of Hanging-Coat) | 
as the Tribunes of the People were uſed to do in | 
time of Rain, but the Emperors of that Age 

never, that Garment had ſlipped off from 
him. In the ſecond Expedition againſt Dacis, 
Trajan give him the Command of the Firſt 
Legion of the Name of Minervis, and took 
him along with him. He diſtinguiſh'd him- 
ſelf there by a great many fine Actions, in- 
ſomuch that Trajan preſented him ' with the 
fame Diamond that himſelf had been before 
preſented with by Nerwa, which ſerved far 
ther to raiſe his Hopes. He was a Pretor un- 
der the ſecond Conſulſhips of Surevus and Ser- 
wianus ; at the ſame time he received from 
Trajan Forty Thouſand Sefterces towards the 


a. A. _ == _—_ 


treated the People. After this,' being made 
the Pro-Pretor of the Lower Pavnonis, he brid- 
led the Sarmetz, diſciplined the ' Afmy, afd 
reſtrained ' the Procurators of the * Province 
from' excceding,' as they did, the jaſt Limits 
of their Power; for theſe Services he was made 
a Conful. In which Magiſtracy, 'as foon' as it 
was anderſtood from Sras, that he was to be 
adopted by Trajan, .he was accordingly T& 
ſpected. by all, who defired- to 'preſerve the 
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G Sura, bis Tregreſt with Trajen did ſtill increaſe, 

$ becaule he ſucceeded into the Office of Surar, 

So write his Prince's Speeches, and his Letters 

25 his Secretary ; beſides all which, he had'the 

Favour 'of Plottma, by whoſe means he was 

J appointed the Lieutenant of Syria, in the time 

J of the Expedition againſt Parcbia. 

J': The Perfons with whom he at this time en- Hts 

rertained 'a Friendſhip, were Sofſivs Pappus and Friend- 

Plerorins Nepos; of the Order of the Sendors ; PP" 

and Tatianw, who was before his Guardian, 

and Martims Livianus Turbo , of that of the 

Gentlemen ; Palmas and Cel had been al- 

ways his Ehemies. But now:'thoſe ewo being 

falh' into Diſgrace npon "a Saſpicion of a 

Delign to uſtirp the Empire. ©'' This facilitated 

the Buſineſs of Headrien's Adoption; fo that be- 

ing through the Favour of Plaine, created! a 

Conſul a fecond time, tie. indeed concewed 

within himſelf entire Aﬀftrances of that Hap- 

pineſs. It' was the Opinion of many, that he 

had to this end' cerrapred"alſs the Servants of 

Tyajan, tad hid made very'much of the Boys 

who Were TFajan's' Paramonrs, and had' fur- 

fnſhedi chem'with Oyntments and Waſhes in 

the cime-that: he was converſant about the 

Court,” ' However that 1s, the Letters of his He 5s «- 

Adoption'&ime'to him into Syria, whereof he opted. 

then was! Liewtnent, upoh' the Fifth of the 

Ides of Awpeſft, which Day he therefore com- 

manded to6 be celebrated for'a Feſtival for the 

lame. Upon'the Third of the fame 14es,''he 

received the News of- the'Death of Trajan, he 

commanded” that Day to be Celebrated for the 
Feſtival 


IN 
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Feſtival of his acceſſion to the Empire. I 
had been many times before thought", that 
Trajan's Deſign was to have left Neratis Priſcm, 
= not Hadrian his Succeſſor ; becauſe many 
of his Fiiends had agreed with him in Priſca, F 


to whom he ſometimes alſo had ſaid publick 


ly, If 1 die, 1 recommend he Empire to you, 


Others ſay, That Trajan ſometime had it in 
his Thought to die after the Example of Alex 
ander of Macedonia, without appointing- any 
certain Succeſſor. Again, others tell us, That 
it was likewiſe in his Mind to have ſent a Let- 
ter to the Senate, to let them know, that if he 
died, they themſelves ſhould give a Prince to 
the Empire of Rome; adding, as from him, 
ſome Names only, out of which they were at 
their Liberty to chuſe the Beff. Neither do 
we want thoſe who have pretended, that the 
Adoption of Hadrian was a Trick, wrought 
by the Power of Plotina, after Trajan was dead, 
by ſuppofiting a Perſon to ſpeak the Thing 
for Trajan, in a languiſhing Voice. , 


And poſ. However it was, Hadrian polkeſſed himſelf Þ 


ſe/ of the of the Empire, and falling in immediately with 
Empire. the uſual * Methods of Buſineſs, he deſired to 
ſecure and eſtabliſh, as much as poſlible, the 
Peace of all Parts. In the mean time the 


Nations which Traja» had Conquered, had Re 


volted. The Moors were making Incurſions 
upon the Frontier Provinces ; the Sermete had 
declared Open War, the Britains could not be 
contained under the Rowen Power, Egypt was 


diſturbed with. Seditions, and Lycie and Paie- 


feme lifted up their Heads to a Rebellion, 
There: 
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Therefore as for all the Countries beyond the 
phrates and the Tigrs, Hadrian even relin- 

1uiſhed cheſe by the Example as he ſaid of Caro, 

who pronounced the Macedonians 4 Free People, 

cauſe they would nor be kept in ſubjeFion. And 

as he had obſerved, that Parthameſpates, the 
Mg of Parthia, of the Appointment of 7rajen, 

as of no great Conſideration amongſt that 

Yople, he removed him from thence to be 

King over ſome other Neighbouring Na- 

ions, He began his Reign in Clemency, jz;, ct-- 
hereunto he ſhew'd a great Regard by = mency, © 
iſtance ; that having in ſome of«the firſt 

Days of it, had Notice given him by Tatianw, 

y Letters, of Three Perſons, whom he adviſed 

him, that he ſhould put them to Death 3 who 

ere, Babims Macer, the Governour of the 

ity, in caſe he in the leaſt oppoſed his Au- 

ity 3 Laberius Maximw , then in Baniſh- 

ent in an Iſland, becauſe he was ſuſpe&ted 

0 aſpire at the Empire, and Frugs Creſſm ; 

yet nevertheleſs, he ſpared them all Three: 

Wor alcho? the Governour of the I{land where 

rafſus was, did execute him for an Eſcape 

hich he wodld have made, with a Deſign 

f fomenting New Diſorders, yet was that Ex- 

Fecution a thing that was done without He- 

rian's Command. He doubled the uſual 

Donative to the Soldiers, for a good Preſage, 

) welcome in his Reign. He took away the 

Government of Mauruenia from Luſins Quie- 

wand dilmiſsd him, becauſe he was one 

oiiiferas ſuſpe&ted to aim alſo at the Empire; 

and when Martius Turbo had finiſhed -_ Re- 
uction 
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Honour 
done to 
Trajan. 


| Honor which he ſo well merited, no not 


The Life and Reign of , '. Vol, 


duction of the Jews, he appointed. hrm Ge: 
vernour of Mauritania, and to go and repreh 
the Commotions which were there. He mad; 
a Journcy out of Antioch to meet and receiye 
with Reſpe& the Aſhes of Trajes, as they wers 
upon the Road, under the Conduct oh 7atianu 
Fletina, and Mattidia. And having imbarked 
them in a Veſſel for Rome, and. being, return, 
ed again into Antioch, he conſtituted Cariliw 
Severus Governour of Syria, and then game} 
himſelf to Rome by the way of I{yjriewm. . || 
He firſt ſent Letters which were very accu 
rately wrigto the Senate,todefre, That they ſhould 
make Trajan a God; to which the Senate agreed 
unanimouſly, and even voted a great many 
more Things of their own accord, to his Ho- 
nour than- what Hadria® had -mentioned wh y 
them. At the ſame time, Writing. to the Sf } 
nate, he asked their Pardon, That be bad mt t 
ſubmitted bus FTudgment to them im the Afﬀair i Þ c 
bis aſſuming the Empire, the Occaſion whereof bai fi | 
been thu, that be bad been ſaluted Emperor by 
the Army in Haſte, becanſe the State could ut 
be without a Head to it, The Senate voted him 
the ſame Triumph, which was to have been 
piven unto Trsjan, He refuſed-it for himſel, 
ut accepted it for the Image of Trajan to be 
carried in a Triumphal Chariot, that that In 
comparable Emperor ſhould not be without the 


though he was dead. The Title of Pater Pw 
triee, or Father of his Country, which was iN 


oftered him, he declined, becauſe ic had 
late in the Reign of Avugnſtus &'er this , 4 


(8 Vol.I. the Emperor Publius Zlius Hadrian. 47 
8 had been afſumed by that Prince. He remit- 
oi ted to 1taly all- the Duties which they were to 
i pay him upon his coming to the Crown, and 
2 abated the ſame to the Provinces, altho' it was 


very well known, that at the ſame time the » | 
Treaſury was ſtreighitened for Money. Then 
receiving Advice of an Inſurre&ion of the 
Sarmatz, and the Roxolani, ha commanded his 
Troops into Me/ia, and went thither in Per- 
ſon after them. He preferred Martius Turbo, 
after he had adminiſtged the Government of 
Mauritania, to the Prefidentſhip of Pannonia and 
Dacia. As to the Aﬀair of the Roxolapi, he 
compoſed that by a Treaty, and a Peace was 
eſtabliſhed betwixt them” and Hadrien. 

He had ſometime defigned to appoint N;- 
grinus to be his Succeſſor in the Empire ; but 
Nigrinus became guilty of a Conſpiracy againſt 4 ©91/p1- 
the Life of Hadrian, which was to be exe- caſt 
cuted as Hadrian afliſted at the Sacrifices : yak 
Luſius and many others were in the ſame Plot 
with him, which Hadrien eſcaping, here- 
upon Palmas at Terracina, Cel/ms. at Baie, Ni- 
grinus at Faenzs, Lufius upon the Road, by 
the Order of the Senate, were all killed. And 
becauſe theſe Executions might be a means 
of creating an ill Opinion of hum in the Minds 
of the People, as if ic had been, tho' really it 
was not, as he ſays, by his Will, buc by the 
Will of the Senate, that Four Perſons, all of 
Conſular Dignity, were facrihced (o all coge- 
ther: Hadrien came preſently to Rome, com- 
mitting Dacia unto the Government of Twrbo, 
Whom to add to his Authority, he had likewiſe 

honoured 
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honoured with the Title of the os of 
Egypt: And at Rome he careſſed the People 
to ſtifle the Apprehenſions which were there 


Fi: Bourne Of him, with a double Largeſs upon his arri- 


t7. 


val, which was over and above a Bounty of 


three Pieces of Gold a head, which had been. 


divided amongſt them, in his abſence before. 
He acquitted Firhſelf before all the Senate of 
the Fact that had paſſed; and as for his own 
part, hz took his coun that he would never 
puniſh a Senator, otherwiſe than according to 
the very Sentence of the Senate. He proceed- 
ed to eaſe the particular Towns and Magi- 
ſtrates of the Charge of the publick Poſt and 
Carriages, by ordering them to be maintained 
out of the Exchequer ; 1n fine, to omit nothing 
ro make himſelf to be eſteemed, he forgave 
an infinite number of Debts, which were due 
to the Exchequer from private Perſons in the 
City, and all over the Country ; as alſo he re- 
mitted the Arrears of great Sums which were 
due from the Provinces ; the Bonds and Regi- 
ſters relating whereunto were all burnt wo 
Forum of Trajan, for a full Security to every 
one againſt thoſe Claims. He ſuffered it nor, 
that the Eſtates of Perſons condemned, ſhould 
be confiſcated into his private Coffers, but or- 
dered them all to be return'd into the publick 
Treaſury. And as Trajen had begun to pro- 
vide for the Support of the poor Infants of 
both Sexes, who were not by the Law to be 
admitted to the general Dole before ſuch an 
Age, ſo Hadrien enlarged that Munificencs, 
and made an Addition to therr Pention. GP 
luc 
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ſuch of the Senators as were reduc'd, but had 
not conſumed their Fortunes by their ill Lives 
and Debaucheryy he ſet out Penſions ſuitable 
to their Quality, and ſuitable to the Number 
of the Children which they had 3 continuing 
the ſame to many to their Deaths. It was 
not only to his Favourites to whom he exten- 
ded his Bonnty, but to others he generouſly 


. gave great Things, to enable them to acquit 


themſelves in their Offices with Honour. To 
ſome neceflicous Women he allowed Penſ1ons 
cowards their Maintenance. The Games of 
the Gladiators were exhibited Six Days toge- 
ther, and a Thouſand wild Beaſts at his Charge 
were expoſed to be hunted and taken upon the 
Anniverſary of his Birth. 
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He choſe himſelf out of the principal Per- His Pru- 
ſons of the Senate, an Imperial Council. He dence and 


refuſed to accept oh any other of the Games 
of the Cirque, which were decreed in his Ho- 
nour, than fuch as thoſe which were cele- 
brated upon his Birth-Day. He fad many 
times, both in his Diſcourſe, and to the Se- 
nate, That bis Government ſhould be ſuch, that the 
World ſhould fee, it was the Intereſt of the People 
which he minded, ans not his own. As he was 
three times Conlul himſelf, ſo he advanced le- 
veral Thrice ro thac Digmity: And for the 
Honor of a Second. Conlulſhip, he beltowed 
that upon a multitude of Perſons. The Third 
time that himſelf was Conſul, he ofhciated ir 
no longer than Four Months; bur yet he of- 
ten fat in Perſon in Judgment. He never was 
ablent from the Senate, when he was either 
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in Town, or nigh the Town upon the Solemn 
Days of meeting. He carried the Honour of 
the Senate ſo high, and made ſuch a Difficul- | 
ty of creating Senators, that when he created 
Tatianus, who was a Captain of the Guards, 
and had had all the Ornaments given him of a 
Conſul ; he told himy That he bad nothing in | 
bis Power to confer upen him, that was a greater 
Honour, He did not give leave to thoſe of the. 
Order of the Knights and Gentlemen, to fit 
in Judgment either without, or with him, 1n 
a Cauſe which concerned the Life of a Sena- 
tor ; altho* until then, it had been the Cuſtom, 
that when the Emperor takes the Cogni- 
ſance of a Cauſe in Perſon, he calld not 
only the Senators, but the Roman Gentlemen 
unto his Aſſiſtance, and pronounced Sentence 
according to the Opinions of all together, 
In fine, he proceeded evgn to execrate thoſe 
Princes who had had a leſter Conſideration for 
the Senators than they ought. He retained fo 
great a reſpect tor Servianuw, his Siſter's Hul- 
band, who had been Twice Conſul before 
him, that he always went-out of his Cham- 
ber co meet him coming ; and he created him 
a Conſul the Third time, without his ſolicita» 
tions for it; the Honour whereof was imper- 
fect in nnthing bur this, that he did not take 
him to bz tus own Colleague in that Third 
Conſullhip. 

In the mean time, this 15 yet to be remem- 
bred of this Prince, that he abandoned a great 
many Provinces which had been by Trajev 


acquired to the Empire; and the Theatre 
which 
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which had been built by Trajen in the Campus 
Martizs, he deſtroyed, contrary to the defires 
of all the World. And certainly theſe things 
ſeemed to be ſo much the worſe, as he knew 
very well himſelf that they were diſplcating, 
and yet he pretended that in doing them, he 
S accompliſhed che Orders which had been letc 
him by Trajan. He was willing when he be- 
came my of the Power of Tatianzs, the 
| Captain of the Guards, who had been former- 
ly his Tutor, to haye had him murdered; but 
that which call'd him off from thoſe Thoughts, 
was, he had already a great deal of ill will up- 
on him, upon the occaſion of the Murder of 
thoſe-Four Conſular Perſons before-mentioned, 
the Odium whereof he endeavoured to throw 
upon Tatienuws. At length Tatianus, of his own 
EK accord Jaid down his Commiſſion, which Ha- 
,B drian conferred upon Tarbo, Similes the other 
, Þ Captain of the Guards, laid down his, which 
, = Hadrianconferred upon Septimius Clarus. Never- 
theleſs thoſe two, Tatianaxs and Similes, were Per- 
, © fons who very well might have deſerved his ut- 
moſt Favour. Afcer this, he went a Progreſs into Hit Afa- 
1 | Campania, where he endeavoured to oblige all #:/i2y and 
Places into which he came, with the Kindneſſes ©97P'4+-, 
hedid them,and the Largetfſes which he beſtow- June 
e & <damongſt them; admitting every where the 
4B Gentlemen of Eſtates and Quality to the Ho- 
nour of his Friendſhip. At Rome he repair'd of- 
1 tenin Perſon into the Courts of the Prztors and 
xt: & the Conſuls. He honoured his Miniſters wich 
mw | his Company at their Houſes. When they were 
re | vick, he viſxed them Twics or Thric2 a Day. 
h E 3 He 
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He viſited ſome, when Sick, who were no 
more than Servants that he had manumit- 
ted, Comforting them in their Infirmities, 
and Afliſting them with his Counſels. He 
received his Friends to his Table, and was as 
Eaſy always with them, as if he was a private 
Man. The Honours which he beſtowed up- 
on his Mother-in Law at her Death, were 
the greateſt that were poflible, in the Games 


of the Gladiators, which he exhibited, and 1n- 


all _ Rites, whereby he ſhewed his Duty 

to Ner, 
He goes Then he went into Gala, where he ſigna- 
my _—_ lIized himſelf by his great Bounties, and his for- 
—_ *'- wardneſs to Relieve all Perſons that were in 
'"  Neceflity and Want. From thence he went 
into Germany, and tho* he was one who was 
a greater Lover of Peace than War, yet here 
he Exerciſed the Soldiers, as if he was imms- 
| diately making ready for a War. He incul- 
His de- cated to them the Precepts of Patience, to 
"yz, teach them to be hardy, and to be able to 
the So; ſuffer. He gavethem in himſelf a Model of 
diery, the Life of a Soldier, viſited them in their 
Tents ; Eat and Drank in Publick of the ſame 
Proviſton as they did, that 1s, Bacon, Cheeſe, 
and ſower Wine mixt with Water, after the Ex- 
amples of Scipio eAfmilianus, Metellns, and his 
Father Trajan, Were his Commands harder 
upon them than ordinary, he gave them Mo- 
ney, or preferred them for their Encourage- 
ment, He revived as much as 1t was poll 
ble the 'antient Military Diſcipline, which 
through the Negligence of many Princes his 
Predecel- 
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Predeceſſors,had been going to decay ever fince 
the time of Auguſtus, He ſettled the Order 
of the Offices, and the Expences of the Army. 
He ſuffered no one to be abſent from the 
Camp without a juſt Cauſe. The 7ribunes of 
his: Creation were ſuch, as whole Merits re- 
commended them-to him, and not the Fa- 
vour of the Soldiers. He excited all to do their 
Duty by the Example that he fer in himſelF. 
He walked Twenty Miles together on Foot 
at the Head of them in his Arms. He put 
down the uſe of Arbors, ſhady Walks, Grot- 
tos,. and Bowers in the Camp. He was dre{- 
ſed many times in a very ordinary Coat, with- 
out any thing of. Gold to. his Belt, - without 
Jewels to his Cloaths or Buckles, and the Hilc 
of his Sword ſcarce of Ivory. He vilited the 
Soldiers when they were Sick in theic little 
Huts. He mark'd out the Camps. He made 
none a Centurion, who was not a ſtrong 
Man, and of good Repute : Nor a. Tribune, 
unleſs he was of ſuch an Age, as by his 
Prudence and his Experience to be fit to ſup- 
port the Weight of that Command, Neither 
did he permit the Tribunes to make the leaſt 
unlawful Gain of. the Soldiers ; nor any Per- 
ſons to ſerve themſelves ot nice and delicate 


' Things, which were therefore wholly caſhiered 


the Camp. He examined their Arms and their 
Equipages whether Clean and Neat, and a- 
mended them as he ſaw Occalion. He con- 
fidered what Age every one was of, becauſe 
he would have none to ſerve in the Field con- 
wary to the antient Cuſtom, who was either 
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too young to be of a proper Strength to bear 
Arms, or too old and paſt it. He took Care 
that his Soldiers were perſonally always known 
to him, and he kept an Account how many 
of them preciſely they were. 

He gave himſelf the Trouble to examine 
into the State of the Mag4zimnes of Ammum:- 
tion and Proviſions ; and whether the Con- 
tributions of the Provinces were well paid, 
and into the State of the Provinces, that if 
any thing was amiſs any where, he might 
ſ\upply the Dete&. Particularly, he deſired to 
cut off all ſuperfluous Expences, and that his 
Officers ſhould lay out their Money upon no- 
thing that was of no uſe. So having model- 
led his Army to his own Pleaſure, he next ſet 
upon an Expedition 1nto Great Britain, where 
as he corrected a great many Defaults, fo he 
was the firſt who made a Wall there, that was 
Fourſcore M1les in Length, to ſerve for a Di- 
vilion betwixt the Barbarians and the Romans. 
Septimins Clarus, a Captain of the Guards, and 
Suetronius Tranquillus Secretary of theDiſpatches, 
with othgs, having converſed without his 
Leave, q more famiharly with the Em- 
preſs Sabina, than was well conſiſtent with the 
Honour of the Court, he turned them our, 
and put others 1nto their places. And certain: 
Iv, be wenld, as he ſaid, have diſcharged bu 
wery Empreſs, as one that be conceived diſagreable 
and il! bumored, had be been but as a private Per- 
ſon. He was not only inquilitive 1nto all that 
paſted 11 his own Houſhold, but likewiſe into 
the Houles of 'his Nezghbow's ; infomuch, that 

by 
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by his Spies, he was told of all the ſecret Actions 
done amongſt them, whilſt they in the mean 
time never ſuſpe&ted it, nor knew any thing 
of it, until himſelf diſcovered it.- Upon which 
occaſion, it will not be unpleaſanc to inſert a 
Paſſage wherein we may certainly fee what a 
Knowledge he had of a great many things as 
to his Neighbours. A Perſon had received a 
Letter from his Wife, in which the told him, 
That be was ſo taken up with bu Pleaſures and 
the Baths, that be made no Thoughts of returnin 
again to ber Arms, Hadrian was intormed of 
this by his Spies; ſo when that Perſon came to 
him to defire the leave of him to retire Home, 
Hadrian gave him a gentle Rub of his Baths 
and his Pleaſures. Sir, ſays the Gentleman, 
Hath my Wife written the ſame to your Majeſty, 
that ſhe hath written to me? Indeed this Inqui- 
fitiveneſs was thought to be a very great Fault 
in Hadrian; all the Amours of the Sparks, and 
the Secret Adulteries of the married La- 
dies he took the Pains to pry into ; but which 
was worſe, he did not keep the Counſel when 


he had done, of his greateſt Friends. 


After having ſettled the Aﬀairs of Great Bri- 
tain, he crofſed over into Gallia, where he re- 
ceived Advice of a Sedition in Alexandria in 
Epype, ariſen about their God Apw 5; who ha- 
ving been brought to Light anew, after many 
Years that he had been loſt, the Diſpute in 
what City he ought to be plac'd, cceated ſtrange 
Diſorders amonglit the People, becaule all of 
them earneſtly contended to have him. At 
Niſmes in Languedcc, he built a Temple to tho 
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Honour of Plotine, which was an admirable 
Work. Then he went into Spain, and paſled 
the Winter at Tarragona, where at his proper 
Charge he re-edified the Temple of Auguftas; 
and having Aſſembled all the' States of Spain 
together at Tarragona, he conſulted with them | 
with great Prudence and Dexterity in the Po- 
liticks, confidering their Diviſions about the 
raiſing of Levies amongſt. them At Tarra- 
gona he eſcaped a very great Danger, and in 
a manner, which was not-1nglorious. As he 
was walking in a Garden, a Servant beJonging 
to the Maſter of the Houſe where he was, ran 
upon him furiouſly with a drawn Sword, to 
kill him, Hadrian cloſed with the Man, and 
took him Priſoner and delivered him to the 
Cuſtody of the Guards, who were flocking: in 
to his Afſliſtance, Bur when it was plainly 
ſeen that the Man was Mad, he ſent him to 
the Phyſicians to be cured, and took no more 
Notice of the Matter. In many Places where 
the Barbarians are not ſeparated from the Rd- 
mans by Rivers, but only by Land-marks, he 
made Walls of Earth, ſupporced by Stakes, and 


| ſtrengthened with Palliſadoes for a Partition 


betrwixt them. He appointed a King over 
the German ; he ſuppreſſed the Commotions 
of the Avors, {o that he merited the Honour 
trom the Senate to have Sacrifices and Solemn 
Prayers oftered tor him. The Parthians did 
but make 2 wec2n or fingle Motion towards a 
War, but it was compoſed again by one Con- 
ference with Hadriey, | 


Afﬀrer 
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Aker ithis he came by Sea along the Coaſt Several c 


of Aſia, and the Iſlands, 'unto+the Province of #5" of 5: 


Achaia, where he was initiated in the Eleufs- 


nia Rites, after the Examples of Hercules, and 


King Ph:lihp. He was very generous to the 
EZ Atheniens, and preſided at their Games. He 
ſailed from thence to Sicily, where he had the 
Curioſity to- vifit (the top of the Mountain 
etna, from thence to view the Rilng Sun ; 
how various they ſay, 'it appears there in its 
Colours, 'in the Nature. of thaſe of the Rain- 
bow. ' From Sicily he.came home to- Rome, 
and from'Rome he crofſed the Sea again 1nco- 
Africa, leaving many Marks of his Liberality 
upon the Provinces of. that-Country ; ſo that 
one may lay, :that ſcarce never hath chere been 
2 Prince kriown to: Travel over:\o much Land, 
and with fo mach'diſpatch! as he. He had no 
ſooner. returned back to:Rome. out of Africa, 
but he ſet upan a New, Voyage into the Eezft, 
and took his way through. Arhens. The Works 
which he had begun-at:Arbens, he now fimſh- 
ed and dedicated; amangft the reſt, the Ten- 
ple and the Altar of: Fapiter Olympias, In 
Aſia, as he travelled, ' he- likewiſe Conſecra*- 
ted Temples there, which abide as ſo-many 
Memorials of his Name,. [Whilſt he was in 
Cappadecia, he admitted:a\Number of the People 
of that Conntry into the Seryice of his Army. 
He invited the Princes and.the Kings of the 
Domintions where he came, to joyn in Friend- 
ſhip with him. Particularly he invited to his 
Friendſhip Choſroes the King of Partbia, to 
whom he returned his Daughter that Trajan 
had 
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had formerly taken Captive, promiſing the 


ſame as to a Chair of State, which had been 
then likewiſe taken and carried away in that 
War. He received thoſe Kings when they 
came, ſo generouſly, and treated them in'tha 


hat | 
manner, that others who ſtaid away upon the | 


Account, eſpecially of Phariſmeanes, who in- 
ſolently (lighted him, might have an occation 
to repent themſelves. As he traverſed the 
Provinces, he puniſhed ſome Procurators, and 
ſome Prefidents of them for their Malverſa 
tions ſo ſeverely, that they ſaid, he had a mind 
certainly to encourage Acculers to appear a- 
gainft them. 

He had a great Diſpleaſure againſt the 
People of Antioch, wherefore it was in hi 
Thoughts to ſeparate Syris from Phenicis, that 
Antioch ſhould not be ſaid to be the Metro- 
polis of ſo many Cities. The Fews about this 


time broke into a War, becauſe they were for- 


bidden to Circumciſe themſelves. He went 
upon the Mountain Liſov, which is near 4» 
ztiech, in the Night, for the Curioſity of obſer- 
ving from thence the Rifing-Sun. TFupiter was 
worthipped upon that Mountain, to whom, as 
Hadrian was Sacrificing there, a violent Storm 
arole with Thunder and Lightning, which 
blaſted both the Vi&im and the Prieſt. He 
traverſed Arabis, and came to the City of 
Pelufium or Belvaz in Egypt, The Tomb of 


Pompey which is at this City being decayed, 


he rebuilc it with greater Magnificence. 
As he was failing upon the Nie, his deat 


Antineus died, for whom he wept witch all the 
cender: 
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tenderneſs, and the weakneſs of a Woman Hi: Grief 
weeping for her Husband. There- are ſeveral f97 Antt: 
reports about that Youth. Some ſay that he ** 
devoted himſelf a Sacrifice for Hadrian. Others, 

that he was what his Beauty mighe probably 


E incite him to be, and the too great Pleaſure 


which Hadrian took in a Burdaſh However 
it was, the Grecians, at the defire of Hadrian, 
made a God of him; and we are told of 
Oracles which have been uttered by him ; 
but they are rather ſome ſuppoſed Compoſin- 
ons of Hadrian ; who was excellent at Verſe, 
and indeed at all forts of the Belles Lertres. 
For he had a great Hand at Arithmetick, 
Geometry, and Painting. He underſtood 
Muſick, and played perfe&tly well upon ma- 
ny Inftrumencs, and Sung. Loving his Plea- 
ſures ſo exceſlively, as he did, he could not 
but Compoſe many Poems of his Amours. 
Together with which he was a Maſter in the 
maiter of Arms; had the Military Art in per- 
tection, and was skilled at the Weapons of the 
Gladiatours, He was a Perſon equally Severe 
and Pleaſant, Afﬀable and Grave; Active and 
Conliderate, Cloſe and Liberal, Cruel and 
Merciful, in all things ever various. 

He enriched his Friends, though they ne- 
ver d1d ask him any favour; and to others 
upon their asking he denyed noching. Bur 
yet he was eafie to give ear to every Tale 
which was but whiſpered concerning them. 
And this was the occaſhon , that almoſt all 
thoſe whom either he had dearly loved, or 
whom he had raiſed to the higheſt Honours, 
weie 
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His Seve were afterwards treated by him as Enemies; 


rity and 


as was Tatianns, Nepor, and Septimius Clary, 


In1%*ie. Thus alſo Eudemon, who had once been Pri- 


vy to all his Counſels, and his Confident in 
the very Afﬀair of his aſpiring to the Empire, 
was Þ 6 Moe by himto extreme Beggery. Hs 
conſtrained Polyznw and Marcellus to mur-} 
der themſelves. He made the moſt notorious 
defamatory Libels Upon Heliodorus, He {nf. 
fered Tatianus, under a pretence of his being 
in a Conſpicacy againſt him, to be Arraigned 
and Proſcribed. He perſecuted Numidiu 
Lnadratus, Catilius Severus, and Turbo, very 
grievouily, He put to death Serwvianws, hi 
Siſters Husband, when he was 1n his Ninet- 
eth Year, only becauſe he would be ſure, 
that he ſhould not out-live him. In fine, he 
Perſecuted without remiffion botn his Ser- 
vants and his Soldiers. As ready as he was at 
his Compolitions, always in Proſe and Verle, 
and skilled in all the Liberal Arts; he ye 
laught at the Publick Profeffors of the Art, 
and triumphed over them ; entered many time; 
into Solemn Diſputes with all of them together, 
and with, a!l the Philoſophers ; only tor the 
Glory of Compoling better Books, or better 
Verſes than they. He excepted once particularly 
againſt a Word, wich was uſed by Favori 
nu; who modelitly ſubmitting himſelf to him 
in it; but being blamed by his Friends for 
yielding the Cauſe ſo in a Word for which 
there was ſufficient Authority to be produced 
out of good Authors ; Faverinus made a very 
pleaſant Jeit upon it, Says he, My Friends, 
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E wards gave it to his Servants (that were Scho- | 
. $lars) to publiſh it only under their Names: Thus | 


ou are much miſtaken, if you do net allow me to 
believe him to be a Learneder Man than us all, 
who is the Maſter of Thirty Legions, þ 

So fond was he of his Glory, as to this Ta- 
lent, that he writ his own Life, and aftec- 


the Books under the name of Phlogon, are 
Hadrians, The Catachriani are lis, which 
are extremely obſcure pieces, in imitation of 
Antimachus. The Poet Florus, having writ- 
ten to him, thus, as follaws; | 


Ego nolo Ceſar eſſe, | | 
Ambulare per Britannos, 
Scytbicas pati Pruinas. 


That #s, 
I deſire not to be Cz/ar, 
To Ramble amongſt the Britains, 
And be ſtarved with the Froſts of Scyrbia. 


He anſwered him again thus ; 
Ego nolo Florus eſſe, 
Ambulare per Tabernas, 
Latitare per popmas, » 
Culices pati rotando:. 


That is, 
I defire not to be Flurus, 
To Ramble amongſt the Taverns, 
Skulk about the Eating-Houſes, 
And be ſtung to death with Gnats. 
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He took more delight in the Antient Wer. 
tings than the Modern, and was pleaſed with 
making Declamations. He preferred Catoty 
Cicero, Ennius to Virgil, and Czlius to Saluf; 
the like Judgement he paſſed upon Homer and 
Plato, He pretended to underſtand Fudicid 
Aſrrology lo very well, that upon the Calend 
of Fanuary in the Evening he would con- 


ſtantly ſet down in Writing , what in & 


whole enſuing year afterwards was to happen 
to him ; infomuch that in that Year in which 
he died, he had written a Scheme of thing 
as far as to his laſt hour, But although 
gave himſelf the liberty, as hath been ſaid, to 
reprehend the Muſicians, Tragedians, Come 
dians, Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Philoſs 
phers, and Oratours, and to teize them per- 
petually with Queſtions, yet he preſerved a rea 
kindneſs for them, and honoured them with 
the marks of his eſteem : 1f he had been the 
occaſion, that many times they went diſlatif 
hed from him, he ſaid, He however took it ill, 
if he ſaw any body do ſo, He was more pat 
ticularly familiar with the Philoſophers Epife 
tus and Heliodorus, Phavorinus, was much 1n 
his favour. And when theſe Doctors became by 
Age unhe any longer for their Profeflions, he 
took care of them, and diſmiſt them from 
their Labours, with marks of Honour, 

The Enemies which he had in his Private 
Life, he forgave afcer he was Emperor. To 
one of them, his Expreflion was, after he 
was Emperor, 1t :s well, you have Eſcaped mt. 
He gave always Horſes, Mules, Cloaths, Mc 

ny, 
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if ny, and all their Equipages to his Officers that | 


he ſent into the Provinces. He often ſent his 
Miniſters upon the Feaſts of Satwr» Preſents, 
and accepted of others from them again. 


| When he made a Royal Banquent for the En- 


tertainment of a great number of Perſons of 
the Court and the City, he hath ordered Diſhes 
to be brought up to him from the lowermoſt 
Tables, to ſee whether they were well uſed 
there by 'the Servants of his Houſhold. His 
Preſents which he ſent at any time to Princes, 
always exceeded thoſe which they ſent to him: 
He frequently Bathed in Publick, and in the 
Company of all the World without diſtihai- 
on : which gave an occaſion to a pleaſant Paſ- 
lage, which was this. There was a Veteran 
Soldier at the Bath, whom he had known in 
the War, ſcrubbing his Back and his Body a- 
cxinſt the Wall in a Corner, by himſelf. Hes- 
drian ſeeing him, asked him what was bis fancy 
to rub himſelf ſo againſt the Walls ? The Man 
laid, It was, Becauſe be had never a Servant to 
1h bim. Immediately Hadrian ſent him one, 
and withal gave him an Eftate to keep one. 
Another day, ſeveral other Old Men, in the 
like manner, were rubbing themſelves againſt 


the Wall, in hopes to provoke Hadrian to be © 


2 bountiful to them. But inſtead of that he 
ordered them to be called out, and to taks 
their turns to rub down one another. He 
was a lover of the Common People, and took 
2 glory in ſhewing it. Fond of Travelling, 
and whatever he had read in Books concern- 


* Ying any part of the Earth, he was willing to 


learn 
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learh the truth of it upon the Place. He en-| 
dured the Cold 'and the Weather ſo hardily, | 
that he never went with his Head covered, | 
To ſeveral Kings of the Countries where he 
came, he paid''a great deal of reſpet. The 
moſt part of whom entred into Leagues df 
Friendſhip with him ; ſome indeed {lighted | 
him. And to many he made great Preſent, 
but no one Perſon greater than he did to Phe 
riſmanes the King of Iberia; to whom, beſide 
other things which were Magnificent, he ſent 
ffty Elephants. The Preſents in return, which 
that King ſent to him, were alſo great. Bu 
among the reſt he had ſent Tunicks Embroy 
dered in Gold: in derifion of which, Hadrian 
ordered Three hundred Maletacours to be 
dreſſed in the like Tunicks embroydered in 
Gold, wherein to fight upon the publick Stags 
the Prizes of the Gladiatours. + 
When he fate upon Judgment in Perſon; 

he took to his afſliſtance not only his Courties 
and Friends, but the profeſſed Lawyers ; eſps 
cially 7uwentius Celſus, Salvins Fulianus, Ners 
tizs Priſcws, and others, who were Men Uni 
verſally approved by the Senate. He ordered 
amonglt other things, that no Houſes in any 
City ſhould in any wiſe be taken down, for 
the ſake of rebuilding them in another, « 
transferring the Materials to another. He 
granted. unto the Children of Perſons pro 
{cribed, the twelfth part of the Eſtates of their 
Fathers. He admitred of no informations of 
High Treaſon. He refuſed co ſtand Heir to T 
ſuch as he did not know 3 neither would beſÞ"i 
accent? 
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accept the. Inhericances of thoſe he did, in 
caſe they had Children of their own to enjoy 
them. Concerning Treaſwre-Trowve, his Con- 
ſtitution was; that if the Party had found it 
in his own Ground, he ſhould take it to him- 
ſelf; if he found it in anothers, he ſhould 
give a Moiety of it to the Proprietor of that 
Ground; if he found it upon the publick 
Ground, he ſhould ſhare it equally with the 
Exchequer. He made it unlawtul for Ma- Some of 
ſters to put their Slaves to death; and order. bs Laws: 
ed, that Slaves ſhould be Tried and Condem- 
ned by the publick Judges as they deſerved it. 
His Law againſt ſuch as had conſumed their 
Eſtates, was, .that if they were under their 
own Authority, they ſhould be expoſed to a 
publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 
turned out of the Town. He took away the 
Private Priſons, for Servants and Slaves, which 
had uſed to be before in the Hands of their 
Maſters. He ſeparated the Baths for the di- 
ſtin& uſe of ether Sex. If a Maſter was found 
killd in his Houſe, he ordered that nor all the 
Slaves ſhould be put to the Queſtion about the 
Murder, but thoſe only wio were near c- 
nough to have perceived and prevented it. 
The Country of Hetruria nominated him to 
be their Prztor, and he was fo, when he was 
Emperour. In liks manner te was the Dt- 
ator, the e/fdilis, and the Duumwvir, that is, 
the Cluet Magiitrare fo called, of ſeveral 
Towns in Latium, The Citv of Naples choſe 
bim to be their Demarchus. The City of Sewil 
n Spain, and thac of Adris 1n laly, which 
þ Were 
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were the two Places of the Deſcent of him 
and his Anceſtours, choſe him to be their 
Dninquennalis, At Athens he was the Archon, 
In almoſt all the Cities where he came he 
Builc, and gave publick Sports to the People, 
At Athens he exhibited a Chaſe in the Stat. 
um, of above a Thouſand Wild Beaſts. He 
never ſerved himſelf upon theſe occaſions of 
any Huntſmen, or Players from the City of 
Rome. At Rome the Ple:ſures of the Feſt: 
vals, which he Celebrated to the Honour of 
his Mother-in-Law were infinite. Amongſt 
the reſt he made the r_ a Largeſs 
Aromatick Sacrifices : and upon the Feſt; 
valsto the honour of Trajan he commanded 
the ſeveral Seats of the Theatre to be perfumed 
with Balm and Saffron. He had Plays of all 
ſorts ated in the Theatre, as antiently. Hy 
permitted the Comedians of the Court to Ad 
inthe Plays which were given by private Per- 
ſons. He exhibited in the Cirque many 'wik 
Beaſts, and many times a hundred Lions tobe 
killed at a time. He ofcen treated the People 
with Anticks and Maſquerades. He ofen wett 
to ſee the Combats of the Gladiators. & 
moneſt the infinite number of Works which 
he built in ſeveral places, he never cauſed hi 
own Name to be Engraved upon any of them, 
but upon the Temple of 7Trajan, He re-edi 
fed the Pantheon at Rome, together with the 
Septs, the Temple of Neptune, a great many 
Religious Houſes, the Forum of Auguſtus, and 
the Bagnio of Agrippa: all which he Conle 
crated anew, but ſtill under their Proper, ws 

[ 


R-1-% 3-4 SIO5 i ee 


Vol. I he Emperor Publius Xlius Hadrian, 


their Antient Names. He builr a Bridge over 
the Tiber, which he called by his own name, 
cogether with a Sepulchre for himſelf near the 
Tiber. He tranſlated the Temple of the God- 
deſs Cybele from the place where it was to ano- 
ther. Fle did the ſame to a Coloſſas which 
ſtood there, where now is the Temple of the 
City. This was a great and a laborious Task. 
It was removed in the Poſture in which ic 
was ſtanding ; being raiſed by the Archite& 
Detrianus ; tour and twenty Elephants were 
Employed upon it. After he had Re-conle- 
crated this vaſt Coloſs to the Sun, which be- 
fore was Conſecrated to Nero, whoſe Head 
was to it, he propoſed to build ſuch another 


Monument to the honour of the Moon, by 


the Hand of the Archite&t Apollodoras. 

He was moſt extremely Afﬀable and Cour- 
teols in his Diſcourſes which he had with 
Perſons of law degree ; and he hated ſuch as 
ſhould Envy him a Pleaſure which was ſo 
ſenſible co him, upon the pretence of main- 
taining the Gravity and Port of a Prince. 
At 4lexandria, 1n thi Academy, he bath pro- 


'Þ poſed ſeveral Queſtions to be anſwered by the 


Profeſſors, and aniwered others which they 
propoſed to him. Marixzs Maximw ſays, that 
he was in his own Nature Cruel ; but yet that 
he did many Pious and obligtng things : the 
realon whereof was his fear, that he mighe 
otherwiſe have the ſame Fortune with thac 


{I #hich befel Domitian. Alchough he did not 


love Ticles and Infcriptions upon his Works, 
he hovtever called feveral Cites, even Cat. 
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wy it ſelf, and a part of Athens, together 
with a multitude of Aquedudts, after his own 
name. 


and admirable Parts. 


ſelf, There are ſeveral of his Jeſts; being a 
very pleaſant Man in Converſation. Amongſt 
the reſt, this is one: an old Man in Gray 


Hairs having asked him ſomething, which he | 


denyed him, and coming to ask it again, but 
with his Hair tinged firſt unto a youthful co- 
lour ; ſays he to him, I have already denyed 
tha thing to your Father. He remembred Per- 
ſons by their Names ſo very well, without 


the help of a Prompter, that though he had Þ 


heard them but; once, he preſently corrected 
any one that miſtook them. He remembred 
even the Names of all the old Soldiers, whom 
le had dicbanded. The Books which he read, 


though they were out of the common way, Þ 


and difficult, he would repeat to you again al- 
moſt entirely by heart» Ar one and the ſame 
time, hc Writ, Dictated, hearken'd to Dil- 
courſe, and diſcourſed himſelf with his Mini: 
ſters. He retained 1n his mind all the Pub- 
Iick Aftairs ſo well, that no dil;gent, Maſter of 
a Fanuly , better knows thoſe off his own 
Houlc. He loved his Horſes and Dogs to 
that degree, that he built them Tombs, and 
wilt thei Epitaphs. He built a Town, which 
he ca led Adrianotbere, in a certain place, 1n 
Aſrſia; only becauſe he had hunted with 
700d 


He was the firſt who Created the Of- |# 
ficer called Adwocatus Fiſci, that is, Advocate 3 
of the Exchequer. He had a happy Memory, *% 
He dictated all his own * 
Speeches, and anſwered to every thing him- 2 
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Z good Succeſs there; at what time he kill'd 
> a Bear with his own hand. 
® He made an exact enquiry always into all 
2 things acted by the Preſidents of the Pro- 
& vinces, until he was fatished in the Truth. 
2 He ſuffered not his Servants, whom he had 
Z Manumitted, to Influence him, nor to be 
thought to do ſo. He ſaid, that it was the 
ealine(s of the Princes his Predecefſours, which 
Y I had been the occaſion always of the Vices of 
© Þ thoſe Men. Therefore f any of his pre- 
tended to have gained an Intereſt in him, he 
1 Þ preſently puniſhed them. We have an in- 
"* Þ& tance of this Nature, in what he did particu- 
larly to one of them, whom he ſaw our of a 
1 | Window walking in the midſt berwixt two 
x 1 : Senatours, Ir 1s ſevere, and yet it comes 
w F ſomething near to a piece of Raillery. He 
© Þ {ent one to him, to give him a Box on the Ear, 
F and to tell him ; That it was not for bim to walk 
ws Þ betwixt two Senatours, to whom be might ſtill be 
VW: Þ reduced to be a Slave. Of all Diſhes off Meat, his 
" Þ fancy was eſpecially for an Oglio of Pheaſants, 
Brawn, &'c. In histime a Famine, a Plague, 
and an Earthquake happen'd. For all which 
wrt he expiated the Gods by Sacrilices as much as 
it was poſfible; and generoully ſfuccoured the 
People and the Cities, that were laid waſt by 
them; There was allo an Inundavton of the 
Tiber, He made ſeveral Ces tree of Kome, 
þ (4nd to others he remitted their Tribute, No 
m great Expeditions happened under his Reign. 
His Wars paſſed over almoſt in ſilence. He 
was beloyed by che Soldiers; becauſe he took 
A F 3 | always 
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always a great Care of them, and was very |! 
bountiful to them. The Parthians were his | 
ſtedfaſt Friends, becauſe he delivered them # 
from the Yoke which Trajan had impoſed up- # 


on them. He permitted the Armenians to have * 


a King of their own; whereas under Trafan 3 


they received a Roman Lieutenant. . - He did 
not exact of the Meſepotamians the Tribute 
which was impoſed upon them by Trajan. 
The Countries of Albania and Iberia were very 
affectionate to him : The Kings of the Battr- 
ans (ent their Ambaſſadors to him, and hum. 
bly defired his Friendſhip. 

He oftentimes himſelf appointed the Per. 
ſons who ſhould be the Guardians to miner, 


He cook Care of the publick Manners, no le F 
than he did of the Diſcipline of the Army. | 


He commanded the Senators and the Rowas 
Gentlemen to appear always in Publick in 
Gowns. Accordingly himſelf, when in [tah, 
went always in a Gown. He received the & 
nators ſtanding, when they came to watt up- 
on him at his Banquets. He ſettled, with the 
help of the donor for that purpoſe, the 
Expences, beyond which no one ſhould er 
cced in their Feaſts ; which he reformed ac 
cording to the antient Fulian Law. He for: 
bad che Citizens to appear attended with fo 
much heavy Equipages as they 61d, coming out 
of the Country, He ſuffered not the Baths 
to be opened before Two a Clock in the At 
ternoon, unleſs it was for the Sick. He was 
the firſt of the Emperors who took of the 
k.nights and Gentlemen to ferve him as hs 

| | Secretarits 
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2 Secretaries. He had a Compaſſion for ſuch a- 
® mongſt them as were poor, and he knew were 
E of an innocent Life; as much as on the other 
2 hand, he hated a Man who was grown Rich 
= by Craft. He took great Care to obſerve the 


oly Rites of the Religion of the Roman: : 


p But as for others which were of Foreign Inſti- 


tation, he lighted them. He officiated in Per- 
fon as High Prieſt. He many times had Cau- 


© ſes tried before him at Rome, and in the Pro- 
© vinces ; admitting the Conſuls, the Prxtors, 


and. ſome of the beſt Heads of the Senate to 
his aftiſtance, as his Council. He cleanſed 
the Lake Fucinus, He appointed Four Pro- 
conſuls for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 


' throughout all Taly. At his coming into 
! Africa it rained, which it not having done in 


that Country before in five Years; this was 
an occaſion that he was very dear to that 
People. 

Going always in his Travels in all Parts, 


7 with his Head uncovered, and many times in 


= _— Showrs, and the greateſt Colds, 
at la 
him to take to his Bed ; and being ſolicitous a- 
bour the Perſon whom he ſhould make a 
Choice of for his Succeſſour, his firſt Thoughts 
carried him upon Servianus 5 but upon a fur- 
ther Conſideration, as hath been ſaid, he put 
him to Death, together with Fuſcus, whom 
he hated upon the account of certain Preſages 
and Prodigies which had happened, and which 
might give Fuſcus the Encouragement to dare 
to hope for the Empire. The like jealouſie 
F 4 which 


he fell into a SickneE, which obliged He fickens 
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which he. was inclined to. have of Pletorius 
Nepos,' made him, that. now he hated him, as 
much as before he had loved him. Thus he 
hated alſo Terentjzs Gentianus, and ſo much the 
more,as he knew,that he was beloved by the Se- 
nate. In ſhort, he had an averſion to every one, 
upon whom he look'd with an Eye of jealoufie, 
a5 if they aſpired to the Empire 1n his place. But 
ſtill he however ſtifled all the Motions of that 
Cruelty which was in his Heart, till ſuch time 
as he was brought almoſt to his laſt, of a Flux 
of Blood at T:voli ; and then he ordered Ser- 
vVianws diredly to be put to Death, pretending 
he was one who had affected the Empire, ha- 
ving treated the Servants of the Court with 
Suppers, and fat himſelf down in the Chair 
which 1s for the Emperor, and courted the 
Favour of the Soldiers. Several others at the 
ſame time by his Order, either publick or pri 
vate were put to Death ; which 1s the leſs to 
be admired, becauſe Sabina, his own Conſort, 
died ſuddenly after, not without a Suſpicion 
ot her being Poyſoned by him. In the next 
place, he took up a Reſolution to adopt Cejs 
nius Commodns Verus, the Son-in Law of N+ 
grinus the Conſpirator before-mentioned ; ber 
ing a Youth whoſe Beauty had formerly 16 
commended him to him. So he accordingly 
did it, and called hin by the Name and Tule 
of e/Elius Verus Caſar , how diſplealing ſoever 
this was to others. To honour whoſe Adop- 
ton, he gave the Games of the Cirque to the 
People, and beſtowed upon both the People:and 
ine SolUgTrs a Free Bounty, He made him a Pra: 
* tor, 
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tor, and gave him immediately the Charge of 
the Province of Pannonia He created him a 
Conſul, and furniſh:d his Expences. He ap- 
inted him a ſecon.1 came Conſul, till ſeeing 
im in fo ill a Cond:t1on of Health, as not 
to be one likely long to live. TI have, ſaid he, 
ed upon a falling Wall, and the Four Thou- 
ſand Seſterces are loſt, which I ſpent wpon the 
People and the Soldiers upon the | Adoption tf 
Commodus. And indeed Commoduxs was 1o 
ill, he was not able ſo much as to go and re- 
turn his Thanks to Hadrian in the Senate, for 
the Honour which he had done him. And ha- 
ving taken at laſt a Doſe which happened to be Who dies. 
too ſtrong for him, his Illneſs redoubled, and 
he fell into a Sleep, in which he died, the firſt 
Day of Fanxary ; which being a ſolemn Day 
for Congratulating the Emperor upon the 
New Year, and of making Oblations to the 
Gods, there was an Order from Hadrian: to 
put off the Mourning on that Day for his 
Death. * | 
e/Elius Verus Caſat being dead, and Hadrian 
finding himſelf fill worſe, as to his own In- 
diſpoſition, he adopted next Arrius Antoninus, = — 
who was afterwards called Antoninus the Pious ; OOO 
that is, he adopted him upon this Condition, 
that Antoninus ſhould adopt two others, who 
were Annius Verus, and Marcus Antoninus : who 
as they were both afterwards Emperors, were 
the firſt Two that ſate upon the Throne toge- 
ther, and reigned in Conjunqion with one 
another, The reaſon of gwing to Arrius An- 
tonmus the Title of the Pious, was, our - 
| D ſhew' 
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ſhew'd himſelf fo careful of his Father-1n-Lay | 
in his great Years, that he led him by the 
Hand, as he went to, or came from the Se- 
nate ; or according to others, becauſe he was 
the Occaſion of the Preſervation of the Lives 
of ſeveral of the Senators, when Hedrian was 
in his Frenſie for killing them ; or laſtly, be- 
cauſe he performed great Honours to the Me 
mory of Hadrian after his Death. However it is, 
there were many who regretted the Adoption 
of Antoninus, and eſpecially Catilime Sever, 
11 the Governour of Rome ; who was diligently 
8 ; paving himſelf a way to the Throne, which be. 
! | ing diſcovered, he was deprived of his Place, 
' 'Þ His Impa- and another Perſon put into it. Hadrian 1m- | 
YN rence mn patient under the laſt Pangs of Life, com- 
*l ar os manded a Servant to run him through with a 
[if 1% Sword. Antonivus being made acquainted with 
this, went in to him, in Company ' with the 
If Officers of the Court, and beſeeching him to 
7h take his great Sickneſs, as it was unavoidable, 
| with more conſtancy, he was angry at them, 
| and commanded that the Diſcoverer of what 
' he had ſaid to the Servant ſhould be put to 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


= "x a... 


q Death. But Antoninus ſaved him, and ſaid, 
| That he ſhould think himſelf a Parricide, if be 
| ſhould ſuffer Hadnan, who bad adopted him, t 
| be murdered. "Then he made his laſt Will, not 
forgetting therein the Intereſt of the State. 
He endeavoured, after he had made his Will, 


ſi to kill himſelf with his own Hand, But the 
] Weapon was wreſted from him; and this 
| made him perfeRly furious. He commanded 
a Phyſician to give him Poyſon, who, $1 
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ſaid, choſe to kill himſelf upon the Place, ra- 
ther than to Poyſon his Prince. 

About this time, there camie a certain Wo- 
man, who ſaid, She had been admoniſhed in a 
Dream, that ſhe ſhould go and adviſe Hadrian 
mot to kill bimſelf, becanſe be would one day re- 
cover; which ſhe not obſerving to do as ſhe 
was ordered, ſhe pretended ſhe had been ſtruck 
blind upon it. However, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was com- 
' manded upon the ſame Errand again, and told , 
that when ſhe had done it, and bad kiſſed the 
Feet of Hadrian, (be ſhould receive ber febr ; 
ſo ſhe did it, and ſhe received her Sight ac- 
cordingly, after waſhing her Eyes in the Wa- 
cer of the Temple from whence ſhe came. 
There came out of Pamonis to Hadrian, whilſt 
he was in a Fever, a Man, who alſo preten- 
ded he had been long blind ; who touching 
Hadrian, not only received his Sight, but alſo 
Hadrian was quitted of his Fever : that is, ſays 
Marins Maximus, Theſe things were all a Fi 
ion, of the Contrivance of Antoninus, to beal the 
wounded imagination of H2drian, and divert bim 
from murdering himſelf. "Then Hadrian went 
to Baie, leaving Antoninss at Rome to govern : 
but nothing at that Place doing him good, he 
ſent for Antoninas to him, and died in his pre- 


ſence at Baie upon the Sixth Day of the [des HirDeath 


of Fuly, A little before his Death, he ordered 
Servianus, who was Ninety Years old, as 1 ſaid, 
to be kill'd, only becauſe he ſhould not out- 
hive him, and as he imagined, gain the Em- 
Many others for pretended Offences 
he ordered likewiſe to be ſo ſerved ;; but 


Antonmus 
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Antoninus preſerved them. Dying, he ſpoke 
theſe Verles ; 


F 


Animula vagula, blandula, 
Hoſpes comeſque corporis, 
Que nunc abibis in loca ? 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
Nec ut ſoles dabis jocos, 


That 15, 
My little fluttering flattering Soul, 
My Body's conſtant Gueſt and Mate 
To what gloomy Place doſt po? 
Pale and numm'd, and ſtript of all, 
No more to jeſt, as thou haſt wont. 


He was the Author of ſome Greek Verſes of 
this fort, which were not much better. He 
lived Seyenty Two Years, Five Months, and 
Seventeen Days; and reigned Twenty One 
Years and ElevenMonths. He was tall and well 
made as to his Perſon 3 his Hair naturally 
Curling; 2 long Beard, which covered ſome 
Spots which he had. upon his Face, and of a 
robuſt Coniticution, He rid and walked very 
well; exerciſed himfelt conſtantly at Arms, 
and the Javelin; often hunted, and hath kill'd 
2 Lion with his own hand ; his Friends hun: 
ted in Company with him, Ac his Banquets, 
he had the divertiſements of Tragedies, Co- 
medies, Dancing, Muticians, Rehearſers, and 
Poets, He built a Houfe at the City of Tivoh, 
which was an extraordinary Structure; and 
gave the Names of the Lycaum, Academia, 
| | Prjtanaum, 
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Prytanaum, Canopus, Pacile, and Tempe, which 
are the moſt Famous Names of Places abroad, 
together with others of the Provinces, unto 
the ſeveral Parts of it ; and that he might 
leave nothing undone to adorn it, he repre- 
® ſented -in another Part in Painting, the In- 
& fernal Regions. The Signs which fore-ſhew'd 


his Death, wWerc theſe: As he was 1n his Pray- HisDeath 
ers on the laſt Anniverſary of his Birth, fore-ſhew- 
recommending Amnteninws, his Son, to the Gods, ©4- 


the Lappet of his Robe which he threw over 
his Head, {lipt down of it ſelf, and left himun- 
covered. A Ring which had his Effigies cut 
upon it, fell in like manner of "it ſelf, off 
hs Finger: The Day before that, there came 
one, I know not who, ſcrieking and crying 
into the Senate; none of the Senate underſtood 
what he ſaid ; but yet Hadrian was moved at 
him, as if he had ſaid ſomerhing concerning 
his Death: Speaking to the Senate, inſtead 
of poſt filii meimoriem,after theDeath of my Son, 
which he intended to ſay, he ſaid, poft rmortems 
meem, after my Death. He dreamt'*that he 
had asked, and had obtained of his Father a 
Potion to make him {leep : Another time, that 
he was oppreſſed by a Lion. 

va Þ After his Death a great many Perſons ſpoke 
very hard things againſt him. The Senate 
would have made void his Acts; neither had 
he been deifyed, but that Antorinus begged 
je! it; who not only did this, but built a Tem- 
ple to him at Pozzulo, and inſtituted 1n his 
p: Honour Games to be celebrated every Five 
\- WYcars, and appointed him his Prieſts and Fra- 
ternices, 
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ternities, with all other things belonging to the 
Service of a God. Upon which account it 
was, as many think at leaſt, and as I hay 
already 1ntimated, that the Title of the Piow Þ 
was given to Antonin. 
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DIOCLESTAN, 


Arius SPARTIANUS his Slave wiſheth 
Health. 


S it & my Deſign, Sir, bumbly to lay at 
the Feet of your Majeſty, who are the 
greateſt of ſo many Princes, an Account, 

not only of thoſe who have [ate upon the 
Roman Throne before you, as I have already 
done in the Princes from Julius Czxlar, down un- 
ts Hadrian, but of thoſe alſo who either bave 


been 


EMPEROR 


9 
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been honoured with the Title of Czlars, or upon 
any other Account have had the Reputation to be 
propoſed for the Crown, altbough they d1d not after. 
wards ſucceed to it. I cannot omit here the Lift 
eſpecially of Mlius Verus Crzlar, who was incor- 
porated into the Royal Family by the adoption of 
Hadrian, but enjoy d the Name only of s Czlar, 
and did not Iirve to be Emperor. And becauſ 
there is but lutle to be ſaid of him, and the 
Preface ought not to be long in a ſuch [mall Nar. 
ration a3 this, I immediately proceed. 


Cejonius Commodas, or as he is otherwiſe cal- 
led e/Elins Verus, was adopted by Hadrian, 
when the Maladies of that Prints 1ncreafing 
upon him wich his Age, preſſed him to appoint 
his Succefſour, after his return from his many 
Travels about the World. His Life affords us 
nothing that is more memorable than this, to 
wit, His Quality as a Ceſar ; giver him not 


The figni- by a laſt Will and Teſtament, as. formerly it 
RO of had deſcended; nor yet was it given him in 


dD, 


the manner, in which the Adoption of Trajan 
was by Nerva; but ſo as in our time, Maximia- 
mus and Conſtantivs have been created Ceſar 
by your Majeſty ; that 1s, to ftignify they are 
as it were, the Princes of the Blood, and the ap- 
pointed Heirs of the Empire. And becauſe it 
may be fit that ſomething here thould: be ſaid 
concerning the Name of Cz/ar ; the Opinion 
of the moſt Learned abour it, is, That he who 
was the firſt called ſo, was either called Czſar 
trom an Elephant, which in che Language of 


the Moors is called Cz/a, which he bravely flew 
in 
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in the Fields or becatiſe his Mother dying in 
her Labour with him, he was Ventre C2ſo natus, 
cut out of her Belly ; or becauſe he was born 
cum magna Ceſarie, with much Hair upon his 
Head; or becauſe oculs Cz/is wiguerit, he had 
Wl Grey Eyes, which were bright and vigorous 
to a Miracle. However it 1s, it was certainly 
a happy Neceflity that was the occaſion of a 
Name ſo famous,. which is like to be as Eter- 
ternal as the World : The perſon, of whom 
we at preſent ſpeak, receiv'd it in virtue of 
his Adoption by Hadriay. His Father was 
Cejonius Commoa..s , whom others call YVerus, 


\nceſtours were Perſons of good Quality, 
whoſe Original for the moſt pare was out of 
he Country of Hetruria, or the City Faenza. 
Df which Family we ſhall have anroccationto 
peak more fully hereafter, in che Life of Lu- 
us Aurelius Cejonius Commodus Verus Antoninus, 
he Son of this YVerus, whom Antoninus the Pious 
a5 commanded to Adopt. For in that Lite 


n i * . | | 

in "ll be contained every ching which concerns 
,. ($"< Stem of this Houle, as it givesan accounc 
S ft a Prince who hath a great many more 
-» (Fhings to be ſaid of him than this here. * 

| R So eAlius Verrs being Adopted by Hadrian, 


ne t1me, as I have faid, that he was very 
ig cok, and was neceſfarily to think of a Suc- 
zilour, and- being preſently made a Prztor 


- pon it, and appointed to be the Prefidenc of 
PR Ss he was in the next place Created 
of ({-*nſul; and 1n regard that he was the Perſon 


G deſrgn'd 


others Lucius Aureljus, others Annius, All his His An- 


His Be- 
baviour 
in his 
Province. 
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deſign'd for the Empire; he was appointed to 
be Conſul a ſecond time. A Largeſs wa 
given to the People upon the occaſion of hi 
Adoption, and three thouſand Seftertuwms 4 
mongſt the Soldiers, and the Games of the 
Cirque Celebrated; ſo that nothing was ©6- 
mitted fo be done in order to proclaim a pub- 
lick Joy : and his Intereſt with Hadrian became 
in fine ſo great, that he algne obtained from 
him whatever he deſired, upon the leaſt Let 
ter which he wrote to him; »Nor was he want 
ing tothe Province to which Hadrian preferred 
him. For although he might not ariſe to the 
fame of a Governour.of the higheſt Form; 
yet he managed his Aﬀeairs ſo well, or rather 
ſo fortunately, that he was eſteemed to come 
up to the next ſtep to that Character : but on 
the other Hand he was ſo ſickly and ſo feeble 
that Hadrian ſoon repented himſeit of hs 
Adoption, and perhaps if he could, he would 
willingly have removed him again, 1f he 

lived, out of the Royal Family, becauſe he wa 
often piacing his thoughts on others, whom he 
might admit to the ſame. Some, who har 


\ been very diligent to Colle& the Life of Hi 


arian,- pretend to ſay, that Hadrian under 
ſtood very well the Nativity of Yerzus; and no 
ſo much approving him for a Perſon to mt 
an Emperour of, he had Adopted him n 
ther to ſerve his Pleaſures, and to ſatishe 2 
certain Paſſion which he had conceived 
him: and what upon this occaſion was ati 
berwixt him and Vers, was kept ſecret ut 


der an Oath. Indeed that Hadrian was _ 
Skills 
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skilful in the Science of Afrology, is what is 
ſo fully atteſted by Mariws Maximas, that he 
ſays, that he Calculated the future Paſſages of 
all the days'of his own life, to the very hour 
in which he dyed. 7 3-& 
0 It is beſides certain enough , that Hadrian 
1-8 hath many times applied to Yerws, out of Vir- 
me WF gil, rtheſe words ; 


&- Oftendent terris hunc tantum fats, nec ultra 
nt- Eſfſe ſinent women 
the * The Fares will, he ſhall but to th* World be 


ſhown, 


he And fromus earneſt Graſp be hurried ſoon. 
"Wl Walking one day in his Garden, he was 


pleaſed very much with repeating theſe words, 
and a learned Man being with him, in which 
fort of Converſation he delighted, becauſe it 
was popular, whodelired to add, as it is in Virgil, 


— Nimium vebis Romana Propago 
Viſa potens, ſuperi, propria hc fi dona fuiſſent ; 


To th* Gods the Roman Power would ſeem 
too great, 
If their own Sway they could perpetuate. 


Hadrian replyed, that that part of the Cha- 
rater did not confiſt with the Fate of Ve. 
19; and then he added himſelf, as follows, 


 =— Adanibus date lilia plenis, 
Purpureos ſpargam flores, animamgque nepot s 
His ſaltem accumulem donus, & fungar mani 
Munere G 3 Come 
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m— Come, hither bring 
Handfuls of Lilies, Flow'rs of purple bew 
Upon bu baleful Corps The freely ftrew, 
With theſe poor Gifts Tle pleaſe bu fleeting Ghoſt, 
Vainly beſtow'd, alas, on one for ever loſt. 


: 


Another time he expreſſed himſelf concern- 

ing him thus, and laughed, 1 have Adopted 

my ſelf a God, and not a Sgy. Nor was the 

Event different from the Horoſcepe which he 

had drawn of it: For when elius Verus way 

returned from his Province, and had provide 

himſelf a very fine Oration, which 1s now 

Extant; whether -it was of his own Com 

ling, or that his Secretaries, or his Rhetort 

cians did it for him, 1m which, upon the Cx 

lends of Fanuary he was to have reewrn'd his 

thanks to Hadrian for the honour which he 

His' had done him; he inſtead of that died upon 

Death. that very day, and it was forbidden by He 

drian to obſerve the Mourning for him then, 

becauſe of the Vows and the Congratulations 

inte;vening, which are the peculiar buſineſs 
Dedicated to the fr{t day of Fanuary. 

His Cha- He was one who palled his time in a courſe 

ratter« of Pleaſure, and had been inſtructed in Let- 

ters ; bur more acceptable unto Hadrian, at leaſt 

as ſome would have 1t, more for the fake of his 

Beauty, than any thingeiſe. He had not been 

long at the Court. His private life, as it was 

not admuable nor much to be commended 


for his Vartues ; ſo neither was jc much ſubjet Bm 


ta be reproached. He was mindful of the cx 
mi 
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mily into which he was Adopted. Went al- 
ways neat and a” in his Dreſs; had the 
Meen and Air of a Prince , an obliging 
Aſpe&t, a handſome way of exprefling him- 
ſelf, ready at the making of a Verſe, and no 
unfit Perſon for the Service of- the State. 
Thoſe who have written his life, have made 


infamous, yet perhaps he was a little too much 
addited to them, The Ogho of Pheaſants, 
Brawn, &c. which was Hadrians great Diſh, 
ſs ſaid to'have been of the invention fivit of 
e/Elius Verus, And another fort of Pleaſureof 
his invention was this : hz made himſelf a Bed 
with four Heads to it ; that is to every Quar- 
ter of it a Head, with Curtains all about of 
fhne Net-work : and ſtrewing it fall of che 
Leaves of pick'd Roſes, there he lay enjoying 
his Concubines, and his Company, covered 
with a Sheet of Flowers, and perfumed with 
the Odours of Perſia. He had always the 
Books of Ovid's Amerum upon the Bed with 


uſt, who he ſaid, was his /irgil. And not to 
omit his other-, though more inconliderable 
Actions ; Be gave his Lackeys and his Cour- 
riers Wings to their Cloaths, hike ſo many Cu+ 


Winds. One he called Boreas, another Nor, 
another Aquilo or Circizs, and fo of the reſt : 
Hand he made them run perpetually, and un- 

mercifully. He told his Wife, when ſhe 
| G 3 com- 


him, together with Martial the Epigramma- . 


pids ; and' he called them by the names of the * 


a 


mention of a great many Pleaſures which he His Plea 
delighted in ; and which although they arenot /,,., 
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complained, it is ſaid, to him, of the liber: 
ties which he took with other Women, A Wif: 
Was a Name of Honour, but not of Pleaſure; 
you will give me leave, Madam, to have my 
Pleaſures therefore elſewbere. His Son was An 
roninus Vers ; who was Adopted at the ſame 
time with Marew Antoninus ; which two, V 
rus and Marcus, Reigning in Conjuntion af 
terwards with one another, are they who are 
called the Duo Avugufti, in the Calendars of 
the Conſuls: Some of which Calendars have 
taken the Conſulſhips of the Duo Auguſt bg 
the era, from which they Commence th 
Accounts of the Confuls. 

At the time of his Adoption, Hadrian ſpent 
an Infinite deal of Money upon the Soldier 
and the People. But when he ſaw him 
ſickly, and ſo far gone in health, that he had 
not the force left to manage a Shield, 1 hav 
boſs, lays he, the four thouſand Seftertiumz, 
which 1 ſpent wpen the Soldiers and the Peoph: 
1 have land my ſelf againſt a falling Wal, 
and upon a Man, who u ſo far from being ab 


to ſupport the weight of the State, that he ww 
ſupport to my a This 1t ſeems he ſpoke to 
an Officer of the Houſhold, who repeated i 


again, till it came to the Ears of lis Verw: 
who growing every day worſe and worle with 


" theconcern co be ſenſible, that he?was ſo de 


{pair'd of, Hadrian turned that Officer. for 
diſcovering it, out of his placez and was wal 
ling to ſeem to mitigate, what he had ſaid; 
but this was all one, For in fine, as yo =_ 

already 
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already ſaid, Lucius Cejonius Commodus Vers 
eElius Ceſar, tor he was called by all theſe 
names, died; and was buried with all the Ce- 


87 


remonies obſerved at the Funerals of Princes ; Honor 


the only Royal honour, which he ever had, 
being thoſe at his death. Hadrian, who re- 
gretted his death like a good. Father , was a 
long time afterwards AÞious tpon what he 
ſhould do: at laſt he Adopted Antoninuys the 
Pius, a5 he was called ; upon whom he im- 
poſed this condition,that Antonimus ſhould like- 
wiſe Adopt Mareus and Verws, and ſhould 
Marry his Daughter, not to Marcus, but to 
Veras. And this was one of the laſt things he 
ſpoke to. He had been uſed to ſay ; that a 


' Prince ought to dye ſound of mind. Then 


he grew worſe, and the Complication of his 
Maladies carried him off. 

He had ordered large Statues to be ſet up 
in all parts to the honour of Als Verus Ce- 


ſar, in ſome Cities and Temples. Alſo he ad- 


mitted his Son, whom he had obliged Antoni- 
nus to Adopt, into the Royal Family, as his 
own Grandſon; often ſaying, Let the Empire 
have all that it can of «Els Verus, Verus the 
Son brought no ſmall Luſtre to the Imperial 
Family, Ggecial'y by his Clemency. This is 
what 1 have thought fit to obſerve concern- 
ing e/El;us Verus Ceſar: whom 1 would:not o- 
mit, becauſe 1 have made it my reſolution to 
write the Hiſtory of all thoſe, who tince F«- 
lizs Ceſar, the Emperour, have been either 


called Emperours, or Ceſars, or have been 
, G 4 Adopted 


done him 
at his Fu 


nerals. 
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Adopted into the Imperial Family, and Cots 
ſecrated the Sons or Kinſmen of Emperours, 
by the name of Ceſers, In which, though 
there is no neceſlity that obliges me to 1t, as 
ſome think, I ſhall ſatishe, at leaſt, my own 
Inclinations, whatever I do as to others. 
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Life and"Reign | 
| OF THE 
JEMPEROR 


AnxToxinus the Pious. 


Dedicated tothe 


EMPEROR 
"L DIOCLESITAN. 


By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 


CI 


called the Pious, derived his Origin by 
his Father's hde, from Ni{mes in Lan- 
wdec, His Grandfather by his Father's fide 15;; E. 
Was Titus Aurelius Falvius; who through " tration. 
vera 


FI 


| (rt Fulvius Bononins Amtoninas, 


99 
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' mia Syllanus : the yonger to Marcus Antoninu, 
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veral other Honours, came to be twice a Con- 
ſu], and to be the Governour of the City of 
Rome. His Father was Aurelius Fulvius, who 
was alſo aConlul, and a Perſon of great Virtue 
and Integrity. His Mother was Arria Fadills, 
His Grandmother by his Mother's fide, Boje 
nia Procilla, His Gran er by .the ſame 
ſide, Arrivs Aztayinus who was twice Con- 
ſul, and a holy virtuous Man ; who inſtead of 
Conegratulating, compaſſionated Nerva, to ſee 
him advanced to that difficuſt Station of. z 
Prince. hs Wes Father was F7ulius Lu 

a Conſul. His Siſter, by the ſame Venter, 
was fulia Fadilla, His Wife was Annia Fas 
ſtina : by whom he had two Sons and two 
Daughter. The eldeſt Daughter married Z« 


Amonings Pius was born at a Seat near Lav 
nia, in the Campagua di Roma, upon the thir: 
teenth of the Calends of Ofober, 1n the Con- 
ſulſhips of Dowitian and Cornelius Dolabels; 
which was then the twelfth time of the Con 
ſulſhip of Domitian. Ie was brought up at 
another Seat, called Laurium, upon the Aure 
lian way : where he afterwards built a: Palace, 
which hath ſome remains of it, ſanding at 
this day. He palled his Infancy betwixt his 
two Grandfathers, ſoryetimes with.the one, 
and ſometimes the other ; and being, very du: 
tiful and obſervant co all his Relations, ſeveral 
of them left their Eſtates to him, whuch aigge 
him very Rich. "on 
He was handſome as to his Perſon, full df Bj. 
Wit, of a ſweet and courteous Behaviour, 4 
generous 
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generous Countenance, Eaſe, Eloquent, and 
of a polite Literature. He was Sober, a great 
lover of the Country and Agriculture ; M:ld, 
Bountiful ; not coveting other Men's Goods ; 
Diſcreet, and all this without Vanity. He 
was every thing, which is commendable ; 
and may be very juſtly compared with Numa 
Pormpilins, according tothe Opinion of moſt 
good Men. The Senate conferred upon him 
the Title of the Pjows, either becauſe he was 
uſed to lead by the Hand, in their ſight, his 
decrepit Father-in- Law to and from the Se- 
nate; (tho* it would , bz rather, an impious 
thing not to diſcharge ſuch a Devoir, than it 
Lan Argument of great Piety to do it ;) or be- 
caufe it was he, who had preſerved the lives of 
thoſe whom Hadrian in his Frenzy had com- 
"B mandedto be murdered; or becaule he decreed 
i ach infinite and unexpeRted Honours, 'to Ha- 
Wl ian his Father, after his death; or becaule 
"; i when Hadrian would have killed himſelf, he 
hindred him from it with all the care he cotild; 
or laſtly, becauſe he was in his Nature a moſt 
mild Perſon, and had done nothing that was 
diſooliging or Cruel in all his life. He lent 
out his Money art the ſmall Intereſt of tour 
per Cent, to afliſt the Poor in their Occal1ons, 
with that Fortune which he had. He was a 
generous Queſtor ; ſplendid and noble when 
hewas &Prxtar, and Conſul in ConjunRion 
with Gatihius Severus, He Nved for the moſt 

in the Coumry, all the time he was a 
ate man ; but wherever he was, he was in 
great renown. $So that when Hadrian com- 
| mitted 
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mitted the Afﬀairs of Italy unto the Adminj. 
ſtration of four Proconſuls, he mad@a choice 
of him to be one of them, to Govern in tha 
part where he had the greateſt Eſtate: in 
which he equally conſulted the Honour an 
the Repole of this great Perſon. % 

He received an Omen of his future Suceef 
fion to the Empire, ifrthe time of this his AG 


Omens of miniſtration. Foramongſt the Acclamation 


bis Suc- 
ceſſion $2 
the Em- 
Pires 


which were made to him, as he ſat upon the 
Bench in che Court, ſome cried , Augufy 
Du te fervent; The Gods ſave your Maj 


Next he was made the Proconſul of Af? 


where he behaved himſelf ſo well, that he 
alone out-did his Grandfather Arrius Amtoninuj 


the Equity of whole Government no-Perſon i 


had ever ſurpaſſed before. In this Preconlul 
ſhip he received another good Omen of hi 


future Reign. The Prielts, at” the City 
Tralles in Lydia, who according to Cuſtom 


ſalured-the Proconſuls upon their arrival there 
with an Ave Proconſal, did not ſay Ave Pro 
conſul to, Autoninus, but Ave Imperator, "Hall, 
O Emperour. At the City Cizique upon the 
Proponts, a Crown which before ſtood upon 
the Head of an Image of a Gad, was tran 
lated from thence, aa# found upon a Statue 
of Antoninus. His Statues chroaliqne all the 
Country of Hetruria were covered with [warms 
of Bees. As he went to 4fies, he®loſt hs 
eldeſt Daughter His Wife, - they ſay; 

one that contracted @ great. nizny Cenſus 
by the too great Liberties which ſhe all 


herſelf in her Life and: Converſation ; whid! 


Ant 
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Antoninus difſembled as much as he could ; 
but not Without ſome trouble co ſupport her 
Credit. After his Proconſulſhip, he lived or- 
dinarily at Rome : where he wasaf-the Counci! 
to Hadtien ; and'in all thinggupon which Ha- 
dries conſulted hing,, - he \made appear the 
ſweetneſs of his Sentiments ; and gave his Ver- 
di always on the moſt mild and merciful ſide. 
The occaſion of his Adoption was thus, Hi: 4- 
When e/£lius Verms Caſar died, whom Hadrian 4P*ion- 
had-Adopted in order to ſucceed in the Em- 
wre, 2 day being appointed for the Senate to 
TWAſemble ; Antonin came amongſt the reſt, 
Wlcading and ſupporting by the Hand his decre- 
pit Father-in-Law ; which was ſo agreeable a 
fight,” that Hadrian, ſome ſay, Adopted him 
for that-very reaſon. But yet this could noc 
be all : becauſe Antoninus was one, who 
allenged his conſideration upon other ac- 
"unts. For he had always executed his parc 
in the Govenment very well, and in his Pro- 
conſulſhip had approved himſelf a Perſon of 
: —_ and Ability, Therefore when 
adrian had declared to the World that it was 
his intention to Adopt him, he took a time to 
deliberate with himſelf, whether he ſhould 
pnſent to-#, or no. This Condittn was 
mpoſed upon him ; that as Hadrian did A- 
opt him, ſo he ſhould Adopt Marcus Anto- 
, Who was his Wife's Brother's Son; and 
ins Verus, who was afterwards called Veras 
ton;nus, the Son of e/Elius Verus Ceſar who 
tad been the firſt Adopted by Hadrian. So 
moninus was Adopted upon the fifth*of che 
Calends 


 miſed them. He contributed a great d 


His Be- 
» hawour 
when 
Emperor, 
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Calends of March ; and having thanked He 
driarin the Senate for the great honoar which 
he had done him ; he received the Proconſy- 
lar and the Tribunitian Powers upon him, as: 
Colleague in Empire wich his Pather, 
Then he preſented the Sajdiers and the Pet 
with a Largeſs upon this occafion ; he* 

them beſides, what his Father Hadriaw x 


wards the Works' of Hadriay, The Tribute 
which upon the occaſion of his Adoption ws 
preſented him by Iraly and the Provincts, 
remitted wholly to the firſt, and a Moieye 
it to the latter: and he was moſt religiouſly 
Obſervant of Hadrian all the time that the 
afterwards lived together. 
When Hadrian died at Baix, Antowinus re 
moved his Reliques with all due Reſpect and t 
Ceremony to Rome: where he laid him ut 
State in the Gardens of Domitian ; and though 
contrary to the general Opinion, he cauſed hm 
to be received as a God. The-Senate' gave to 
Fayftina, who was the Conſort of Antonijyn, 
the Title of Awguſts, which he permitted. To 
himſelf they gave the Title of Pius ; he a6 
cepted it. He accepted very freely the $t 
tues, Which they likewiſe deereed co the 
honour of his deceaſed Father, Mother, Grand 
fathers, and Brothers. He accepted the Gams 
of the Cirque, which were appointed to Ce 
brate his Birth-day. - But other Honours 
they offered him he refuſed. He hung wp 
moſt magnificent Shield to the honour of 
drian, and appointed him his Prieſts. Bt 
removed 
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removed none of thoſe, out of their Places, 
WW after he' was Emperour, who had been pro- 
WW motcd by Hadrian. He continued the ſame 
, WM Perſons Preſidents and Governowrs, ſeven or 
nine years together, if .they deſerved it, he 
was ſolittle given*to change. - He made many 
Wars by his Lientenants. ., He overcame the 
Brifains by Lollins Urbicas: who at the ſame 
timg repulſed the Barbarians, ,and built ano- 
ther Wall, which was of Turf, in that Coun- 
try,/ for a Partition betwixt the Roman: Britains 
and them. He forced the Moors to fue to him 
for a Peace ; he Germans, the Daci, and e- 
veral other-Nations. Tne Fews in their Re- 
bellion were repreſſed by his Preſidents, and 
his Cammanders. He repreſſed the rebelli- 
ous in Achaia and efgypt; and the Alani in 
their Attempts were conſtrained to' contain 
themſelves'within due Bounds. 

He ordered that his Receivers ſhould pro- 
ceed with all moderaticn in gathering the Tri- 
bute of the Provinces. If they exceeded their 
proper limuts, he called them by his Authority 
to an account ; becauſe he was never pleaſed 
ac with a Gain, by which the ,Subje& was op- 
preſſed. He was always willing to hearken to 
the Complaints, which were made again{t his 
Officers and his Receivers. He moved the $2- 
nate for a full Indemnity for thoſe whom Ha- 
drign had in his Frenzy condemned to die ; 
becauſe he ſaid, Hadrian himſelf, bad he lived, 
wwuld have done it. He mixt the Grandeur 
and the Majeſty of an Emperour with all the 
1] Civility of a Gentleman ; which the more ad- 
ove) ded 
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He 
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ded to his Grandeur. His method as to Bufj- 
neſs, was, not to paſs it through the Hands of 
- others, but to ſpeak to the Party himſelf; 
which diſabled the Courtiers from amuſing 
and cheating People out of their Money, at 
any time, with empty Pretences. He pa 

as great a reſpe& to the Senate, when Em- 
perour, as he conld wiſh, when he was a Pri- 
vate Man, it ſhould receive from any other 
Prince. The Title of Pater Patrie, or Fx 
ther of his Country ; which the Senate gave W 
him, but which he had decltned to accept in} 
the beginning, he afterwards received with # 
great deal of thanks. In the third Year of 
his Reign he loſt his Conſort Fauftina. The 
Senate Conſecrated her a Goddeſs. They 
appointed her a Temple and Prieſteſſes; 
Games in her honour, and Statues'of Gold I” 
and Silver. And Antoninus ordered that her EE 
figies ſhould be carried in the Proceflion al 
ways to the Games of the Cirqze. He ac 
cepted the honour of having his own Statue. 
ſet up in Gold, which the Senate had decreed 
him. He created Marcus Aztoninus from 1 I: 
Quzſtor'a Conſul, at the Prayer of the Se- 
nate. He created Awnius Verus, who was af 
cerwards called Verus Amtoninus, a Quzſtor bes 
fore the due ttme by the Law. He Enacted 
nothing, neither concerning the Provinces, 
nor any other Aﬀairs wicthouc the advice of his 
Miniſters, and then he formed his Conſtituth 
ons according to their Judgments. He per- 
mitted himſelf to be feen by his Friends, un: 
dreſſed; and ſometimes wore within his Hou 


Cloaths like any private Man. 
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So great was his Diligence, and fo 2ntire his His Dil; 
Application to Buſineſs, that he took a Car: once and 
of all Perſons and all Things, as particularly I” 4- 
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as tho' they were his own. All the Provinces 
flouriſhed under him : He put down the Trade 
of Informers. Never fewer Eſtates were con- 
filcated: The only Perſon proſcribed, was 
Attilius Tatianus, who was convicted of a Dc- 
fign upon the Empire. For Antoninus forbad 
the Senate to enquire into his Accomplices, 
and continued his Kindneſs even to his Son, 
always 1n all things. It is true, Priſcianzs died 
alſo, tor haying favoured him : But his Death 
was what he voluntarily committed upon him- 
felt; and he ſuffered no more ſearch to be 


made into that Conſpiracy. The Table of His Fru- 
Antoninus was {uch, as to be Rich without Ex- £4%ty: 


tavagance, and Frugal without any unhand- 
omene(s: His own Servants furniſhed it ; His 
wn Fowlers, Fiſhers, and Huntſmen. He 
xpoſed the ule of his own Bath to the People, 


Wratis; and alcer'd in nothing from the Cu- 


toms of his private Life. He ſubtracted Pen- 
ons from fuch as he ſaw did nothing for them 
0 deſerve them ; becauſe he ſaid, It was moſt 
pſurd and crael, to [uffer that a State ſhould be 
led and gnawed by Perſons who contribute no- 
bimg to it by their Service, but live in Idleneſs, 
e diminiſhed the Penlion of Meſomedes, the 
Lirick Poet of Creze, He informed himſelf 1n 
he Accounts of all the Provinces and their 
Itbutg, perteqly well. He gave his Daugh- 


& his Paternal Eſtate, but yet ſo, as to hold 
ic 
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ded to his Co. His method as 
neſs, was, not to paſs it through che 


others , but to ſpeak to the Party Hand 


which diſabled the Courtiers from amuſing 
and cheating Tons out of their of 


any time, with empty. Pretences. ſe pi 
as great a wo the Senate, when Bk 
perour, as he capld wiſh, when he was a Pf 
vate Man, it receive from any Cc 
Prince. The. oe _ Pater Patrie, Or b 
ther of his Country ; Sepate'ga 
him, but which he bad declined to accept i 
the beginning, he afterwards received with ; 
eal of thanks. In the third Year & 
his Reign he loſt his Conſort Fanfing, 
Senate Conſecrated her a Goddeſs."/They 
appointed her a Temple and Priefteſies; 
Games in her honour, and Statue#of | 
and Silver. And Antonivus ordered that her Bf 
figies ſhould be carried in the Proceffion al 
ways to the Games of the' Cirque. He ac 
cepted the honour of having his own Status 
ſet up in Gold, which the Senate had deere 
him. He created Marcus Antoninus from 
Quzſtor'a Conſul, at the Prayer of the S-if 
nate. He created Awnius Verus, who was af 
rerwards called Verus Amtoninus, a Queſtor 
fore the due time by the Law. He Enacted 
nothing, neither concerning the riot wi 
nor any other Aﬀairs without the advice of hs 
Maniſters, and then he formed his Conſt 
Ons according co their Judgments. He *} 
mitted himſelf to be ſeen by his Friends, in 
dreſſed; and fometimes wore x Tk his _ 


Cloaths like any private Man, 
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So great was his Diligence, and ſo entire his His Ds. 


\pplication to Buſineſs, that he took a Carq Z*nce and 
> y Moder 4- 
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all Perſons and all Things, as particular| 
2s tho' they were his own. All the Provinces 
Jouriſhed under him : He put down theTrade 
pf Informers. Never fewer Eſtates were con- 
aſcated: The only Perſon proſcribed, was 
ttilims Tatianus, who was convicted of a Dec- 
igh upon the Empire. For Antoninus forbad 
he Senate to enquire into his Accomplices, 
nd continued his Kindneſs even to his Son, 
ways in all things. It is true, Priſcianz died 
ſo, for haying favoured him : But his Death 
as what he voluntarily committed upon him- 
If; and he ſuffered no more ſearch to be 
ade into that Conſpiracy. The Table of His Fru- 
Intoninus was {uch, as to be Rich without Ex- £4%ty- 
avagance, and Frugal without any unhand- 
menel(s: His own Servants furniſhed it; His 
wn Fowlers, Fiſhers, and Huntſmen. He 
xpoſed the uſe of his own Bath to the People, 
atis; and alcer'd in nothing from the Cu- 
oms of his private Life. He ſubtracted Pen- 
ons from ſuch as he ſaw did nothing for them 
d deſerve them ; becauſe he ſaid, I: was moſt 
't Wſiurd and crael, to ſuffer that a State ſhould be 
led and gnawed by Perſons who contribute no- 
img to it by their Service, but live in Idleneſs, 
We diminiſhed the Penſion of Meſomedes, the 
yrick Poet of Crete, He informed himſelf in 
e Accounts of all the Provinces and their 
nbutg, perteqly well. He gave his Daugh- 


his Paternal Eſtate, but yet ſo, as to hold 
H i 


His pub- Works at this day extant at Rome, are thele; 
uckPorks a Temple .to the Honour of Hedrizw ; The 
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it of the Crown, He ſold ſuch of the Furnj. 
ture of the Palace, and all Superthuties, as had 
only ſerved for the Luxury of former Empe 
rors ; and lived by times, according to the Seq. 
ſon, at his own private Seats, He took no 
Journeys, but to go to his own Lands in Can 
peria 3 becauſe he faid, The Retinue of @ Prina 
1s always beavy the Country through whic 
he paſſes, let him be as ſparing as he can. Ne 
vertheleſs, his Authority was great amonglt al 
Foreign Nations, whilſt he kept himſelf inn 
poſe at Rome, the Heart and Centre, as 1t werg, 
of the Empire z where by his Expreſſes, he 
fily received the News of all Parts; He cont; 
nued to give Largeſſes to the People, and th 
Soldiers. He made a charitable Eſtabliſhment 
for the Maintenance of certain young Chil 
dren, whom he called by the Name of Fauſtine' 
Children, in the memory of his Conſort. Hi 


Gracoſtadiam, after a Fire, he rebuik : He'r 
pair'd the Amphitheatre, the Sepulchre of He 
drian, the Temple of Agripps, and the Brig: 
elſewhere call'd Poms Sublicixs over the Tyber: 
repair'd the Light-Tower at the Port of Gajetts 
and the Harbour at Terracma; as allo ht 
Bagnio at Offia, the Aquedu&t at Antium, ant 
the Temples of Lavinia. He furniſhed ſew 
ral Cities with Money, either to make thets 
ſelves. New Works, or to reſtore their Old: 
He gave to Magiſtrates and te the Senatous 
Money, to inable them the better co _ - 
l 
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BB theic Functions with Honour. He refuſed the 
WW [nheritances which were left him, where there 
WM were Children to enjoy the lame. He never 
turned a good Officer out of his Place, to put 

in another : Orphirzs the Governour of the 
City deſired leave to lay his down: Gevies 
Maximus was Twenty Years together, the Cap- 

tain of the Guards gander him ;z a ſevere Man: 
Succeeded afterwards by Tatius Maximus. Aﬀer 
whoſe Death he made Two Captains of the 
Guards, who were Fabius Repentinas, and Cor- 
 nelius Victorias : Some laid, That a Miftreſs of 
Antoninus Was the caule of the Preterment of 
the firſt. No Senatour was put to Death un- 
der this Prince. Nay, one who had cons» 
felled himſe}f a Parricide, and by the Laws of 
Nature, deſerved not to live, was baniſhed in- 
toa Deſart Ifland, rather than to execute him. 
He relieved in a Famine, the want of Corn, 
Wine and Oyl, amongſt the People, at the 
Expence of his own Coffers; by buying thoſe 
Commodities up, and giving them to the 
People for nothing. ATE BE 

The Prodigies, and the Calatnities which Calami- 
happen'd in his time were cheſe;, the Faming #e- # his 
we now mentioned ; then the Cirque fell into $12" 
run; an Earthquake deſtroyed the Towns of 
the Iſland of Rhodes, and others in A/is, which 
he rebuile to admiration 3 a Fire at Rome con- 
ſumed Three Hundred and Forty great Houſes, 
which he rebuilt; a Fire at the City Narbon in 

mevedoc; another at Antioch ;- another in the 
Firum at Carthage. There was alſo an Inun- 
H 2 dation 
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Prodigies. dation of the Tyber, and a Blazing-Star ap- 
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peared, A Boy was born with Two Heads, 
and a Woman was delivered of Five Boys at 
a Birth. A Snake of a great Magnitude was 
ſeen in Arabia, which had devoured one half 
of its own Body from the Tail. A Peſtilence 
in Arabia. Four wild Lions in Arabia came 


tame to the hand, and ſuffered themſelves to 
be taken. 

Reſpet of Pharaſmanes the King of Iberia carne to Rome 
foreign 


Pranices 
to him, 


to ſee Antoninws, and paid him a greater Re: 
ſpe& than he had done to Hadrian. He con 
ſtituted Pacoras King of the Lazi, a Peopk 
near Iberia. - He obliged the King of Parthu 
to withdraw kis War againſt Armenia, by only 
his Letter. King Abgarzs out of the Eaſt came 
to Rome to wait upon him, induced by only 
the Authority of his Name. He arbitrate 
Differences betwixe Kings and Kings. The 
King of Parthia deſired him to reſtore the 
Chair of State which had been carried away 
from that Kingdom by Trajan: But this he re 
fuled. He reſtored Rimerhalces unto the Gov 
vernment of the Boſphorarni upon the Menu, 
after a hearing of the Aﬀair betwixt the Pio 
Curator there 'and him. He ſent Succour 
by the Euxine Sea to the People of Olbiepeli 
upon the Nereper, to affiſt them againſt th: 
Tartars; and he reduced theTartars to give Ho: 
ſtages to the Olbjopolites for the performance 
the Conditiogs of Peace. No Emperor hal 
ever that Authority, as he, amongſt Foreig! 


Nations. He was always a Lover of FR 
an 
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and often uſed that Sentence of Scipio, That 
be had rather. ſave one SubjeF, than kill a Thou- 
ſand of the Enemy. | 
The Senate had decreed, that the. Months 
of September and Odober ſhould thenceforth be 
called Antoninms and Fauſtinus,un Honour of him 
and his Conſort : + But this Honour he refuſed. 
He celebrated the Eſpouſals of -his; Daughter 
Fauſtins with Marcus Antoninus, (a Nobly, that 
he gave the Soldiers a great Bounty upon that 
occalion. He created Verws Antonin, after his 
Queſtorſhip, a Conſul. He ſerit for>Apollonius 
the Stoick, as far as from the City 'Chalcrs in 
$jria, to educate Marcus Antinings. ; and ha- 
ving invited him to the Court, 111 order to de-: 
liver his Scholar to him, and Apollonizs making: 
Anſwer, That the Maſter was not to: come td the 
Scholar, but the Scholar to the Maſter ; he (miled: 

and ſaid, 4s if it was eaſier for Apollonius to come j1;, co. 

from Chalcis ro Rome, than to come from hu Lodg- dur. 

ings to the Court, The Avarice of which. Philo- 
lopher, he remarked by his acceptation of the 
Recompences which were promiſed him. - A- 
mongſt other Arguments of the Piety of An- 
tings, this 15 one; that as Marcus: Antoninus 
was weeping for. the: Death of one who had 
been his Educator, and the Courtiers would 
have diverted him from it, as an unſuitable 
K Oſtencation of theKindneſs which he had for 
him, he ſaid to them, Give him leave to be, as 
Wits, 4 Man; for neither Philoſophy nor an Em- 
pre takes our Natural Afﬀettions from us. + The 
Officers of the Provinces in his time; received 
H 3 from 
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'to make any Gain to themlelves &* their iy: 
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from him, not only great Preſents, but ſuch 
as had not been. Conſuls, he honoured with 
the Marks of thoſe that had. Burt if he found 
them guilty of Extortion and: Bribery, tho' 
he reſtored. the Foreunes of Fathers unto the 
Children, yet he did it under this Condition 
that the Children ſhould reſtore to the Pro- 
vinces all that their Fathers had unjuſtly ſtoln 
from thence.' . He had all che Incl:nations 
imaginable to-Afﬀts of Grace and Pardon. - © In 
the publick Shews which he gave che People, 
he produced Elephants, Rhinocerots , Cro 
codiles, Sea-Horſes, Typers, 'and all forts of 
Beaſts from all Pares of the World, He hath 
any a Hundred Lions together at one 


W. | 
His behaviour towards his Friends in hi 
Reign, was juſt the ſame as before, when he 
was a private. Perſon ; and neither they, nor 
his Servants, whom he manumitted, 
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tereſt in him ; particularly, he was very ſerif 
with the Latter. He'w#s much delighted with 
the Diverſwons of the Comedians, and in Fiſh 
mg, Hunting, Walking, and Talking with hs 
Miniſters, to whoſe Entertainments he welt} 
and ſornenmes to the Feaſts 'of the Vintage. 
He gave Honours and Recompences 1n 
Money, in the Provinces, td the Rhetoriciadc 
and the Philoſophers. The Speeches which 
are extant under his Name, are ſaid by many 
ro have been of the Compoſxion of anorher! 
but Maris Maximus lays they are truly bs 
own 
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own. He made Entertainments for his Friends 
in particular, and in publick. He never $a- 
crificed by a Proxy, unlels he was Sick. When 
he deſired any Honour for himfelf or his Sons, 
he did all things as a private Candidate in the 
{ame Caſe. He dined with his Miniſters many 
times at ther Houles, He went one time to 
ſee the Houſe of Omwwlus ; where admiring the 
Porphyry- Pillars which he had, and asking 
him from whence he procured them, Omwulus 
laid, When you cune, Sir, into 4 Strangers 
Haaſe you are to be bath Dun and Deaf. He 
took this patiently, as he did a great many 
other Jeſts of the ſame Perſon. 

He made dirers Laws, in which he ferved Hz Laws. 
himfelf of the beſt Lawyers of his time, who 
were Vinidius Vernus, Selvius Valens, Voluſms 
Metianus, Ulpius Marcellus, and Fobolenus. He 
put an end to whatever Seditions in any Part 
aroſe 3 not by Force and Cruelty, but by the 
Modeſty and the Gravity of Is Judgments. 
He prohibited the burying of the Dead with- 
in the City, He limited the Expences of the 
Games of the Gladiators. He faciluated things 
for the convenience of Travelling with all the 
Care he could. He gave Reaſons for every 
thing he did, either to the Senate or in his E- 
dts. He died in his Seventieth Year, but was HyDeath, 
as much lamented, then, as if it had been in 
the flower of his Age : And the manner of his 
Death, they ſay, was this; he had eaten wich 
geat Appetite at Supper, of the Cheeſe which 
5 made upon the A/ps, but he” brought it up 

4 again 
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again in the Night, and the next Day wy 
taken with a Fever; the thud Day being 
worſe, he recommended the Empire, and the 
Care of his Daughter unto Marcus Antonin, 
in the prefence of the Court, Then he or: 
dered the Golden Image: of Fortune , which 
always ſtands in the Emperor's Bed-Chambe; 
to be removed out of his Room into tha 
of Marcus Antoninus. Then he gave the word t 
the Tribune, which was Equanimity ; and turn 
ing himſelf as it were to ſleep, he died 2 
his own Seat at Lawrium, He was light 
headed in his Fever; at which times, all hs 
Diſcourſe was concerning the State, ani 
the Kings who had given him an occaſia 
of Diſpleaſure. He lefe his Paternal Eſtat 
to his Daughter, and Legacies by his Will t 
all his Domeſticks. 

He was tall and graceful ; but being apt t 
ſtoop a Intle in his old Age, he then wore: 
pair of Bodice on purpoſe: to keep himſc 
ſtrait. In a morning, when he grew 1n yea 
before he was viſited, he eat a little dry Brea 
for his Health. He ſpoke a little broad, bu 
yet agreeably enough The Senate made hin 
a God, in which all People were forward t: 
concur with them, becaule his Goodneſs, C| 
mency, Wit, and San&imony were univerlal 
elteemed. They decreed him-/all the Honou 
which had ever been beſtowed upon the bel 
Princes. They appointed him an Order 
Prieſts of his own Name, a Temple, and th 
Honour of the Games of the Cirque. He wi 

abſolute 
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abſolutely the only one of all the Emperors 
who lived without having ever ſhed the Blood 
either of Citizen or Enemy; and as his 
Reign was attended with the ſame Felicity 
and Goodneſs, the ſame Security and Rel: 
giouſneſs, with that of Nume Pompilius, he 
may very well be put in the Compariſon with 
that Prince, He reigned Twenty Three 
Years. 
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JULIUS CAPITOLINUS: 
Addreſſed to the 


EMPEROR 
DIOCLES IAN, 


Arcns Antoninus was a Lover of Wit 

M dom, a Philoſophical Man all his 

time, and the beſt,as to the Sanity 

of his Life, of all the Emperors before him : His 

His Ex» Father was Amnins Verus,who died in his Pretor: 


tration. ſhip: His Grandfather was another Awnius 
Verus, 


[ 
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Verus, Who was twice Conſul, and the Gover- 
nour of the City of Rome; having been ad- 
mitted amongſt the Patricians by YVe/paſian and 
Titus, when they were Cenſours. His Uncle 
by his Father's ſide was Annins Libe, a Conlul ; 
th: Empreſs Galeria Fauſtme was his Aunt : his 
Mother was Bowitia Calvilla, the Daughter of 
Calviſius Tullus, who was twice Conſul : his 
Father's Grandfather was Amnius Verus, origi- 
nally of Sccube# in Spain, who was a Prztor 
and a Senator; his Mother's Grandfather was 
Catilins Severus, who was twice Conſul, and 
Governour of Rome : his Grandmother by his 
Father's fide was Rupilia Fauffina the Daugh- 
ter of Rupilius Bonus, Who was a Conſul 


alſo, 

Marcus Antoninus was born-at Rome, upon 
Mount Celias, in the Gardens 7; re, the Sixth 
of the Calends of May, under he Conlulſhips 
of his Grandfather and Augur, Which was then 
the Second Conſulſhip of his Grandfather. His 
Family, if we carry it up to the higheſt, 1s 
proved to partake of the Blood of Numa 
Pompilins by his Father's fide, according to 
Marius Maximus; and by his Mothers, to 
come from Malennins, a King of the antiene 
Salentins ingNaples, who was the Son of Da- 
jumnus, wh built Lopia. He was brought up 
where he was born, and partly in the Houle 
of his Grandfather Verus, bard by the Lateren 


Palace, He had a Siſter who was younger 
than he, called Aria Cornificia, His Wife was 
Annis Fauſtins, who was his Couſin German 
by his Mother's fide, At firſt his Name was 


Annius® 
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Amnnius Verus, from his Father and his Grand. 
father. Hadrian called him Anmus Veriſſimus, 
becauſe of the Integrity of his Temper. But 
afterwards he re-afſumed his firſt Name again 
of Amnius Verus, becauſe his Grandfather ( his 
Father dying) adopted him, and educated 
him. 

He was from his firſt Infancy grave and {e 
rious ; and after he was outof thoſe Years in 
which Children are. in the hands of theWomen, 
he was delivered to the Tuition of great Ma 
ſters, who prepared his way for , Philoſophy. 
His Maſters toiteach him his firſt Elements of 
Letters, were Ewpborion the Grammarian, Ge- 
minus a Comedian, and Andron, who was both 
a Muſician and a Geometrician. As thele 
Three were tþcp, who laid the Foundation 
for him to x :ead to all other Learning, fo 
he ever had erfggayhn very great Reſpett. His 
Maſters to teach him Grammar were, for the 
Greek, Alexander; for the Latin, Troſius Aper, 
Polizo, and Eutychins Proculus of Sicca 1n Africa, 
Hts Maſters to texch him Rhetorick, were for 
the Greek, Annius Marcus, Caninius Celer, and 
Herodes Atticus ; tor the Latin, Fronto Corneliws; 
among(t all which, he had a particular Re- 
ſpect tor Fronto, and deſired the Senate to {et 
up his Statue; and Procalus he advanced to be 
a Proconſul. He applied himſelf extremely 
to the Study of Philoſophy, whilſt he was but 
yet a Youth. In his Twelfth Year he entred 
himſelf amongſt the Philoſophers, wore their 
Habit, practiſed their Severities, ſtudied as they 


did, lay upon the Ground, and was with great 


Difficulty 


ma woe tw 0s _ Io RU 
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3: MPifficulty perſuaded by his Mother to make 
in Muſe of an ordinary Couch. Commodus, whoſe 
his MDaughter it was deſigned that he ſhould mar- 
cod Mry, was another of his Maſters; and alſo 
Apollonius a Stoick* Philoſopher of Chalcs in 
ſo, (91714. ; 
in WW Such was his great Love to the Study of 
Philoſophy, that after his adoption into the Im- 
perial Family, he went himſelf to the Houſe 
of Apollonizs to learn there of him. He likewiſe 
went to hear theDicates ofSextus a Philoſopher 
Ge. Mof Cheronea in Beoria, and the Kinſman of Plu- 
oth (/erch, as allo Funius Rufticus, Claudius Maximus, 
fe and Cin/ia Catullus, all Stoicks, For the Peri- 
ion {Wpacetick Philoſophy he heard Claudius Severus. 


Iog9 


ſo MAmongſt theſe, he had particularly a ReſpeR His Re- 


1; for Junius Ruſticus, and followed him ; w_ | nya, 


cept ors. 


che Mons who was not only excellent at the Stoic 
ver Philoſophy, but a very underſtanding Perſon 
- belides, whether 1n Peace or War. With him 
tor WW be communicated all his publick and private 
ind { Counſels: He ſaluted him always before he 
4. (6d the Captain of the Guards: He made him 
2 e. Mewvice Conlul, and after his Death, defired the 
(et © Senate to ſet up his Statue. He had that great 
| be M Honour for his other Maſters, that he ſer up 
ely their Images in Gold in his 'Cloſet, and v1- 
but ited cheir Sepulchres, which he adorned with 
red © Crowns, and Victims, and Flowers, To all 
voir £015, he ſtudied the Law, in which he heard 
hey the Ditates of Lucius Voluſius Metianus. In 
eat | ne, the Labour and the Travel which he be- 
alty | Fowed in Study, really affe&ted his Health ; 
bis exceſs in 1t, was the only Fault of = 

| Youth. 


— _——" - - 
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Youth. He went often to the Declamation; 
ar the Publick Schools. His fellow Student, 
whom he more particularly loved, were Seju 
Fuſcianus, and Aufidius Vittorinus, of the S& 
natorian Families: and Bebius Longus,' and 
Calenus, of the Gentlemen : to whom he wg 
very generous, and ſuch as he could not for 
the condition of their lives preter tro Employ. 
ments, he inriched by other means. 

He was Educated in ſome ſort in the bo 
ſome of Hadrian, who called him, as I have 
ſaid, Annius Veriſſimus, and at fix years 
Age conferred a mark of Honour upon 
him, and at eight years of Age, put him int 
the College of the Prieſts of Mears: in which 
he paſſed through the ſeveral Fun&ions and 
Offices of that Order, not without receiving 
an Omen there of his ſucceſſion to the Ew 
pire. Heput on the Rowan, that 1s, the Man' 
Gown in his fifteenth year 3 and preſently the 
Daughter of Lucius Cejonius Commodus waz 
Contracted to him, according to the laſt Will 
of Hadrian. He was left the Governour of 
Rome, in the interim whilſt the Conſuls went 
to the Sactifices of the Latine Ferie upon 
Mount Alban. In which honour he ac 
quitted himſelf to the general Approbation, 
He releaſed all his Paternal Eftate to his Siſter, 
His Mother would have adviſed him to divide 
it only; but he (aid, he was contented with the 
Eſtate of his Grandfather ; and if the pleaſed, 
ſhe alſo might give his Siſter her Eſtate to 
make her the better match for her Husband: 


He had ſo much complailance for o_ 
t 
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that he ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, ſome- 
times againſt his will, to go ether to the 
Chaſes of the Amphitheatre, or the Plays of 


the Stage, or other Shews. He learnt Paint- 


ing, in which his Maſter was Diognet#s. He His Exer+ 
loved the Games of Fencing, Wreſtling, Run- <!/cs and 


ning, Fowling and Hunting, for Exerciſe. ©? 
Heplayedat the Ball. But above all theſe things 
the Rtudy of Philoſophy gained his Heart ; 
and rendred him perfedly grave and ſerious 
Not but that yet he was in all reſpeQs obliging 
and courteons to every one ; eſpecially his 
Friends, and ſuch as were but in the leaſt 
known to him. So that he was Reſerved with- 
out Opiniatrety, Modeſt wihour Flatneſs, and 
Grave without Auſterenels. 

This being his Character, when Hadrian, 
after the death of «/£lins Verus Ce{ar was to 
chuſe ſome other Perſon to be his Succeſſour 
in the Empire, which this Youth was not Pro- 

r for as yet, upon the account of his Ape, 
Wo then only eighteen years old ; he A- 
dopted amtoninnes the Piowz, who was Uncle 
to him, under a condition that Pius ſhould 
Advpe Marcus , and that Marcus ſhould A- 
dopt Lucius Commodus Verus. 


ſternation, than Joy; and when he was or- 
dered co be removed into a Houſe of Hadriar's, 


it was with an ganwilling mind, that he took 
his leave of that of his Mother. Inſomuch 


that his Servants asking him, why he came ſo 
ſad into the Royal Family, he reaſoned with 
them upon the Evils whuch are contained = 

the 


Marcus received His 4- 
the News of his Adoption, more with a Con» deprion: 
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the life of a Prince. Then he began firſt to be 
called, inſtead of Amnnius, Marcus Aurelius; 
becauſe by the Right of his Adoption he was 
Tranſlated into the Awrelian Family, that is, 
into that of Antoninus Pius, This was in the 
eighteenth year of his Age, under the Second 
Conſulſhip of Antoninzs his (now) Father : 
and the Senate diſpenſing with him, as to 
that Age, at the requeſt of Hadrian he waz 
made a Quzſtor. He paid to all his Relz 
tions, after he was Adopted, the ſame Re- 
ſpeRs altogether, as before. He obſerved his 
Studies as much, and was as good a Husband of 
his Expences: and he refigned himſelt wholly 
both to at. ſpeak, and think, according to 
the inſtruRions of his Father. 

When Hadrian dyed at Baie, and Pins was 
alſo gone thither to remove his Body to Rome 
Marcus Antoninus was leit at Rome to order the 
Funeral Obſequies of his Grandfather; and 
being then Quzſtor, he exhibited to the People 
the Games of the Gladiatours, Now Hadrian 
had ordered, when he Adopted Antoninus Pim, 
that Pius ſhould Marry his Daughter to Vera 
the Son of e/Elws Verus Ceſar, and that the 
Davghter of Lucius Cejonius Commodus ſhould 
Marry Marcus Antoninus, But Verus was not 
as yet of an Age for that Daughter, There: 
tore when Hadrian was dead, it was thought 
ft by Pizs and his Empreſs, to break off the 
Match of Marcus Antoninus with the Daughter 
of Commodus, and to Marry their own Daugh- 
ter Fayſtma to him; to which. Marcgs con: 


ſented. Hereupon Pins advanced him, from 
a Quz- 
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2 Quzſtor, to be Conſul in Conjunion with 

himſelf, and gave him the Title of Cz/ar. He 

made him one of the fix Seviri; and honoured 

him with his. praſence at his Publick Games. 

He appointed his Apartments in the Court, 

andordefed him to be there attended (contra- 

ry to his own Inclination) with all Pomp and 

Ceremony. He paſſed him thro the Colleges 

of the Prieſts, - according to the defire of the 

Senate, He made him a ſecond time Conſul 

with himſelf; when himſeit entred upon his 

fourth Conſulſhip. But at the fame time 

that Marcus Was polſelſed of theſe high 

Honoars, atid affiſted at all things which his. 

Father. did in order to be formed to the Go- 

vernment of che Empire, he went paſſionately 

nevertheleſs to his Studies. He married Fau- His wif: 

tins, by whom he had a Daughter. . Then 1:4 Re/4- 

he Tribanitian, and the Proconſular Powers 79% 

Wcre given him, and the right of a fifth Re- 

ference: ſo that his Intereſt became (o great; 

hat his Father never eaſily Promoted any one 

1thour him, He was always che moſt dut- 

ful to his Father, that it. was poflible for any 

ne to be ; howſoever ſome were willing to 

tiper Pius .in the Ear with things againſt 

Iimz particulatly Valerius Omulus ; who one 

lay taking notice of Calvils the Mo.her of 

farcur, as ſhe was at her Devotions in a Gar- 

en before an Image of Apello, lays he to Pins, 

bat Lady there ua now Praying for your death, 

for the Reign of ber Son, But this was al- 

gether of no weight with hin: becaule he 

" the great Probity of Marcus, and with 
I What 
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what Modeſty he carried himſelf under the 
Honour of his Aſcenſion to the degree of | 
Prince. ; 

He was ſo careful to weigh all things well, 
to preſerve his-Reputation, that in his youth 
ful years he always ordered his Servants tod 
nothing that was hard upon any bady ; and 
ſometimes when Eſtates were left to him, & 
refuſed them, if he could, to give them tothe 
next of the' Family, He lived three at 
ewenty years together in the Court with hy 
Father , and yet he was every day belovel 
more and more; and in all that time he ws 
not abſent from him above two nights, Whas 

' fore when Anteninus Pix came to dye, he's 
led his Miniſters and his Friends abont: him 
and recommended to them all, Marcav, ashi 
Succeſſour in the Empire. He gave the Ty 
bune the Word, which was &£quanitnity, ad 
immediately he ordered the Golden Image( 
Fortune, winch ſtood in his Bedchamber, t 
be tranſlated into the Bed-chamber of Mar 

Ie iz cre- Atter the acath of Pims, the Senate conſtrai 
ated Em ing Marcws to take the Publick Governmet 
os 4%. Upon him, he nominated Veras to be his Pi 
Partmer. Ner inthe ſame z declaring him Cz/ar andEi 
peror ; from which time they equally begant 
Reign together, and were the firſt two 
perours, who ſate at once upon the Throne 
Rome. He called himſelf by the na 

. Marcus Antonmas; and he called his Brotht 
Emperour by the name of Verus Antonine ;' 
whom he Contracted his Daughter Luci 
For an Ac of goodneſs upon the occaſion ( 


| 
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this Conjundion, they inlarged the Charity 
of their Predeceffors, for the Maintenance of 
the Children of pu Families, and added 


other Penſions tothem- From the Senate, af- 
ter having finiſhed their Aflirs there, they 
both went together to the Camp. of the 
Guards : where they promiſed the Soldiers 2 
Bounty of twenty thouſarid Seſterces, and td 
the Officers proportionably, as uſual, upon 
the occaſion of their joynt Reigns, They 
made a magnificent Funeral for their Father, 
whom they interred in the Sepulchre of Ha- 
drian, They proceeded to Conſecrate him a 
God. Each made an Oration in Publick in 
his Praiſe; and taving appointed him his Or- 
der of Priefts' out of 4 © number of his 
Friends, they diſtinguiſhed them, by calling 
thsm after the name of his Family. | 
Poſleſſed thus of the Empire, they both Their 2094 
comported themſclves fo well, that none could Govern 
complain of the loſs of the gentle Reign of 7% 
Pi, Moprullas, the Satyrical Poet of that 
time,had ſome flings at them, but he paſſed un- 
pumſhed. They concluded the Funeral Ob- 
ſequies of their Father, wich the Games of the 
Gladiatours. In the mean time Marcus gat 
himſelf ill ro Philolophy, and courted the 
love of the People. Bur che felicity and the 
quiet of their Reigns was interrupted, firſt by 
an Invndation of the Tyber, which was very 
terrible. lc not only carried away ſeveral 
Buildings of the City, and deſtroyed a greac 
7 veil many Cattle, but ic produced a moſt grievous 
fon fl Farmne: which I were inoderated 
| | 2 a4 
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as much as poſlible by the Care and the Pre. 
ſence of Marcus and Verw, Then the Par. 
thian War aroſe 3 which Yologeſws, the King of 
that Country, had been hatching under Pia, 
but he did not Proclaim it till the Reign of 
Marcw and Verus ; at what time he attack'd 
Atidius Cornelianus, the Lieutenant of Syria, 
and put him to flight, Alſo a War with the 
Britains was upon the point of kindling, and 
the Catti had already made Incurhons into 
Germany and Rhetia. So againſt the Britain 
Calphurnius Agricela was ſent. Againſt the 
Catti, Aufidius Vitorinus. But to the Paribias 
War the Emperour Verus was appointed to go, 
with the advice of the Senate 3 whilſt Marcy 
tarried at Rowe, where the Civyjl Afﬀears r6 
quired the preſence at leaſt of one Emperour, 
He accompanied Yerus as far as to CapuF, and 
honoured him with a Retinue of Great Men 
out of the Senate, and Officers for his Court 
of all ſorts, to be both his Miniſters and his 
Cempanions with him in the Expedition. But 
no ſooner was Marcus returned to Rome, but 
he received advice, that Verus was fick at Cs 
woſe in ag vv, He offered his Vows 1n the 
Senate for his Recovery, and then went in all 
haſte to ſee him there : and being return'd to 
Rome the ſecond time, he next received an ac 
count, that Veras was ſafely arrived in Syris; 
wheie he paſſed his time in Sports and Hant- 
ing, and lived at Antioch and the Village of 
Daphne in the greateſt pleaſure, whilſt his Ge 
nerals car1ied on the Parthian War; in which 


they had the Vitory of the Enemy. ig 
Go 
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C- the mean time Marcus was continually attenc 
upon the Afﬀairs of the State ; and ſeemed to 
take the Pleaſures of his Brother, as if he was 
indifferent to them, or knew nothing of them. 
He ordered and managed all things neceſſary 
for the War, and yet lived the diſtance of 
Rome from it. 

The Afﬀeairs of Armenis were proſperous, Their Suc- 
and the City Teflis upon the Arexis wastaken ©</*. 
by Statins Priſcus, Hereupon both the Em- 
perours were preſented with the Title of Con- 
querours of the Armenians, which Marcas in 
modeſty firſt at refuſed,but afcerwards accepted. 
They were both in like manner, after the War 
was over, preſented wich the Title of Con- 
querours of the Parthians; and this alſo Mar- 
cus at firſt refuſed, but afterwards accepted. 
The Tile of Pater Patriz, or Father of his 
Country, which had been offered to Marcus 
ut WF inthe abſence of. YVerus, he deferred to meddle 
his WW with, till the return of Yerus : becauſe he 
But WW would not aſſume it, but in ConjunRion with 
but © him. In the mean time having Contracted 
Cs IU his Daughter Lacilla in Marriage to him, he 
the W preſented her richly, and ſent her into Sy- 
all W ris, in che midſt of the War, attended by 
Ito I his Siſter, and Civice, the Uncle of Vers. 
ac I He wene with her himſelf, as far as to Briz» 
14; 4 in Naples, and had intended to ſee her 
unt- Mover the Water, if the Diſcourſes of ſome, 
of as if he had detired co Challenge to himſelf 
Ge- IN the glory of finiſhing the War, and upon that 
ch FN account was for going into Syria, had not cal- 
In Fed him back to Rome. He writ to che Pro- 
the i '3 - conlul 
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conſul to take care, that ſhe was not inter. 
rupted by any in her Journey. 

Whilſt theſe things paſſed, Marcns Antoningy 
made a Law, which is an extraordinary fecy 
rity to People, in caſes concerning their Free, 
dom ; he was the firſt chat contrived it, and 
it 1s thus; he ordered everv Roman Citizen, 
who had a Child born, to enter the name of 
the Child before the Treaſurers of the Ex 
chequer, within thirty days. In the Province 
he erected Publick Notaries, before whom the 
ſame thing ſhould be done upon the Barth 
there, as before the Treaſurers of the Ex 
chequer at Rome : ſo that when any Perſon 
born in any. Province hath a Cauſe in Hand 
concerning his Freedom, he hath no moreto 
do, than to bring from that Province a Teſti 
ficate of his Birth ; this corroborated the whok 
Law concerning Freedoms. He made other 
Laws concerning Bankers and Auctions. 

In divers Cauſes, in which himſelf eſpe 
cially was concerned, he made the Senate 
the Judge, Heo:dered, that Actions, having 
reterence to the Freedom or Servitude of 
Perlons Detun&, ſhould be brought within 
five vears trom theic deaths, or be & 
cluJed tor ever. No Prince ever deferred 
moie to the Senate than he, He delegated 
to ieveral of them, of the depiee of Pratos 
and Conluls, the decition of many Afﬀairs; 
oniy that their command fo far in the Lav 
ithould be a means to poflefs them with the 
greater Honour. He admitted ſeveral of hi 
Relationsinto the Senate, whom he had made 
| e/Edile 
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eAidiles or Pretors; He granted to (everal Se- 
natours, that were poor, provided that it was 
without reproach, the Offices of Tribunes 
and Fdiles. He made no one a Senatour, un- 
leſs he had a very good knowledge of him. 
In- this alſo he ſhew'd his reſpe& to them, 
chat whenever a Senatour underwent a Tryal 
for his life, he heard him firſt in private, be- 
fore he tryed him in publick; and he ſuffered 
none of the Order of the Knights and Gen- 
tlemen to aſliſt in ſuch a Caſe. He went con- 
ſtantly, as much as poſlible, to the Senate, 
though he had nothing to propole to them, 
if he was at Rome: but when he had any 
thing to propoſe to them, he came ia Perſon 
to .- it, if it were out of Campepnia: He 
often afliſted in the Courts of Judicature, ll 
it was night ; and never withdrew out of the 
Senate till the Conſul himſelf diſmiſt it. He 
made the Senate the Judge in caſes of Appeals 
from the Conſuls. He ſhew'd himſelf very di- 
ligent upon all Judiciary matters. He marked 
out the Law-days. in the Kalendar, when 
Buſineſs was to be done, and Caules tryed. In 
the whole year, they were to the number of 
two hundred and thirty. He firſt gave the 
Prztors a power to appoint Guardians to Mt- 
nors, who before were appointed by the Aus» 
thority of the Conſuls; wiuch he did, to ex- 
pedite the Actions in that cale. 

He regulated che exceſs of the Publick Ex- 
pences 1n Feaſts and Games. He 1nterpolſed 
apainlt the Trade of Informers ; and when he 
lound them falſe, he branded them. He con- 
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temned the Accuſations, which were ſuggeſted 
to him toenrich his Exchequer. He contrived 
many things very Prudently relating to the 
Publick Stores. He made Senatours the Cuz 
ratours to ſeveral Cities; to extend fo much 
the more, the glory of their Order. He re 
lieved the Cities of Traly in a time of great F+ 
mine, with Corn ſent from Rome. He look 
ed after every thing, that concerned the Ms 
gazines of Corn. He moderated the Game 
of the Gladiatours, al! manner of ways. He 
diminiſh'd the Gratuities, given to, or er- 
acted by the Comedians. He took a great 
care of the Streets of the City, and the High 
ways. He appointed Officers over the Pro 
vinces of Te!y, for the Adminiſtration of Ju 
ſtice, in the Nature of the Proconſuls, which 
had been before appointed by Hadrian. He 
repeopled Spain, which was exhauſted by con- 
tinual Levyes, with Colonics from Italy, In 
which contravening the Ordinances of Tre 
jan, he expreſſed himſelf with great modeſty 
and reſpec to the memory of that Prince. He 
added other Laws concerning the Tax called 
Viceſſime, the Turelage of Servants, Maternal 
Eſtates, and the ſucceflion of the Children 
anto them. He ordered, that ſuch Senatours, 
who were Foreigners, ſhould however buy 
themſeives a fourth of their Eſtates in [tah. 
He gave power to the Curatours of theTowns 
and the Highways erther to puniſh, or to re- 
mit to the Governour of Rome to be puniſhed, 
juch as exactzd more from any Perſons, than 
wha! they were juftiy raxed to. As to - 
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reſt, he rather reſtored the old Laws, than 
created new ones He had Lawyers always 
with him, by whoſe Opinion, and according 
to whoſe Forms he gave Sentence in Law, 
and publiſhed his Ordinances, Particularly 
Scavols, was one excellent Lawyer that he 
much uſed, © 


The People lived under him, altogether as Modera- 
in a Free-City. He was extremely well #9 of 
diſpoſed in all things, to deter Perſons from *"'9- 


evil, and to invite them to good: He re- * 
warded plentifully, and pardoned graciouſly : 
he made them of ill, good Men ; and of good 
Men, he made them extraordinary good. 
He took a Raillery upon theſe mon” BN very 
tiently. . One Veteraſmus, who was of an ill 
Fane, begging an honourable Employment 
of him, he adviſed him to clear himſelf firſt 
from the Cenſures of the People. Veteraſinas 
anſwering, he ſaw ſom&that were "made Prez. 
tors, that he had fought Prizes wich upon the 
Publick Stage ; the Emperor took it, and ſaid 
nothing. He was not forward co puniſh. 1f 
any Prztor had behaved himſelf in ſome 
things ill, yet he did not curn him out of his 
Pratorſhip, but ordered him to remit his Buf1- 
neſs intirely into the Hands of his Col- 
league. He never in his Judgments favoured 
the Exchequer in a Matter of Gain, when it 
nath been upon himſelf to give Sentence. He 
was firm to himſelf, and his purpoſe; and yer 
his Reſolution was ſet off with Modeſty, eſpe- 
cially where he was even obliged to give re- 
pulſe, After his Brother was returned a Cone 
querour 


War tith 
the Mare 
comannle 
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querour from Syria, the Title of Pater Patria 
was given to them both. For Marcus had in 
his abſence comported himſelf to all the Senz. 
tours, and all People, well. An Oaken, 
which is otherwiſe called a Civick Crown, 
was equally preſented to them both; and Ys 
1ns deſired that Marcus ſhould Triumph With 
him. He defired that the Sons of Mar 
ſhould be alſo called Cz/ars. But ſuch was the 
great moderation of Marcws, that though he 
joyned in the Triumph, in Company with him, 
he relinquiſhed to him intirely (when Very 
was dead) the Title of the Conquerour of the 
Parthians; and fſtiled himſelf only the Cor 
querour of the Germans; which was a Title be 
had from a War of his own. So they as 
ried the Children of Marcus of either Sex; 
in the Triumph with them ; even his Virgin 
Daughters ; and they beheld the Games which 
were Celelyated upon,the occaſion, with thei 
triumphal Habits upon them. Amongſt other 
remarkable things of the Pity of Marcss, it 
is not fit to forget this; that he ordered Fez 
ther-beds to be ſpread under the Rope-dancer, 
after an accidental fall of a Boy from the 
Rope : which 1s the reaſon that we have a Cu 
ſtom of hanging a Net under them at thi 


= 

hilſt the Parthian War was yet on Foot, 
another War kindled with the Marcomanniin 
Germany: Which was ſuſpended a good whale 
by the Art of the Officers upon the Fronner, 
that it ſhould not trouble us till the Oriental Wat 


was over. It was five years irom the begin- 
| ning 


ning of that War, to the return of YVerus. At 
whoſe return, Marcss declared to the Senate, 
that as he had ſometime before given them In- 
timations of a War in Germany, ſo it was ne- 
ceſlary that now both the Emperours in Perſon 
ſhould repair to it. Now the terrour of this 
Marcomannick War was (o great, that Marcus 
was obliged to ſend for Prieſts from all parts, 


F- to diſpatch the vaſt number of Sacrifices, which 
1m WM were vowed and offered upon this occaſion. 
Jy He Celebrated all the Sacred Foreign Rites 


the that were ever ſeen at Rome; and purged the 
+... MI City of Rome all manner of ways; and Cele- 
«be Ml rated the Feaſts of Zedifternis ſeven days 
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car  eogether. A Peſtilence ar the ſame timepre- 4 rea 
Sex, vailed, which was ſo great, that the dead were Plague. 


carried oft in Carts and Wagons. This obliged 
hick WI the ewo Princes to make ſtrict Laws con- 
cerning Burials and Sepulchres ; in whichthey 
ther provided, that it ſhould not be at the Liberty 
. it {of Perſons to build their Sepulchres in what 
Fes WW place they pleaſed ; which 1s ſtill in force at 
cers, (his day. Many thouſands dyed of this Peſti- 
' the @ {ence ſeveral of the Nobilicy: whereof the 
Cu- © moſt conſiderable had their Statues fer up by 
thi Marcos Antonmus, Who in his great Cle- 

mency took that care of the Common Peopte, 
root, I chat he orgered chem to be buried upon his 
win} own Expence. The Marcomanni and their 
ile © Contedecates being now actually in Arms, and 
iers, © pucting all things into Confuſion, the two 
War & Emperours, arraycd in their Milicary Apparel, 
gin- || {& forward together upon the Expedition. 
ning |} Their March had no ſmall effet with it as 
| o0n 


Death of 
Verus, 
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ſoon as they came, but as far as to Aquileia 
For the Kings of the Enemy for the moſt par 
not only retreated with their Men, but put 
death the Authors of their Inſurretion. The 
Quadi, whoſe King was dead, ſaid that, they 
would not confirm the Perſon his Succeſſow, 
who had been-Created in his place, till our 
Emperours approved him : others” ſent Am: 
baſſadours to them to ask their Pardon fe 
their diſobedience ; fo that Verzs his Opinion} 
who'had ſet out much againſt his will in the 
beginning, was for returning back to Rome: 
eſpecially having loſt the Captain of the 
Guards, Furius Viforinus, and a part of the 
Army. But Marcus believing that the Bas 
barians diſſembled, and that both their R& 
treat, and the other things which they did, 
were only out of a fear of being oppr 
wich the weight of fo great a Force, he & 
clared himſelt to be for purſuing the War, 
Therefore they marched on, and croſſed the 
Alpes, having ſettled all things in order, for 
the ſafety of Italy and Ihricum. Howera 
Verus was urgent for going back to Rome: 
to which Maras at laſt conſented, and that 
the Senate ſhould have notice given themof it 
by Letter. But as they were afterwards upon 
the Road in the Coach together, Verus wi 
ſuddenly taken with an Apoplexy and died. 
Marcus was (o little affe&ted - for his part 
with thoſe Pleaſures, which were the real Res 
ſon of Verus his delice to return to Rowe, that 
he both Read, and hearkned to any ones 


Buſineſs, and tigned Orders whilſt _ 
en 
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been at'the ſhews of che Cirque; which made the 
People, they ſay, ſometimes pals their Raille- 
ries upon him. Gemine: and Agecitns, two 
anumicted Servants of Yerzs, had a great In- 
lence over their Maſter. But yet Marcss 
liflembled, and even excuſed the Faults of 
aus, thot they diſpleaſed him never ſo muck. 
He deified him after his Death. He provided 
bonourably for his Aunts and his Sifters. He 
zwointed a many Sacrifices to his Ho- 
zour. He appointed his Prieſts, and gave him, 
all the other Reſpe&ts which are paid to the 
ods. But as there 1sno Prince but is ſubje& 
> the moſt outragious Cenſure; Marcus was 
or all this repreſented, as if he had either poy- 
oned Verus by a Knife invenom'd on one 
ide, with which he cut a piece of a Sacrifice, 
id gave Verus the invenomed part to eat, 
lulft he reſerved the ſound to himſelf, or at 
eaſtchat he killed him by his Phyſician Poſadip- 
, by letting him Blood unſeaſonably. 
After the Death of Veras, Avidins Caſſius re- 
olted from Marcw. Tho* Aarcus was ſo 
mulging to YVerus his Relations, and all that 
xlonged to him, that he did them all the Ho- 
ours that 1t was poflible. Commodes his Son, 
wicked and profligate as he was, received 
om'him the Title of Ceſar, the Dignity of 
6 Prieſthood, the Title of Emperor, a ſhare 
1 the Triumph with him, and the Conſalſhip. 
the ſame time the Facher aftended the Tri- 


CER OT H—————— 


bs Imphal Chariot of che Son on Foot, in the 
1c que. Now when Marcss reigned alone” 
ach {fer the Death of YVerws, he was much more 
cl calic, 


225 


Commo- 
dus decla- 
red Cxfar. 
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ealie, and more abundant in Aion 
than he could be before, becauſe he was hit 
dered with the Errours of his Brother. Ke 
was one for his own Part, of that Tranquif 
lity of Mind, that he:never changed his Coug 
tenance either with Sorrow or Joy ; following 
exactly the Precepts of the Stozck Philoſoph 
which he had learnt from all the beſt Maſte 
and which he had —_—_— colle&ed front 
Parts. Hadrian would have mad@him his' 
mediate Succeſſour, had not his Mmority 
hindred it. Nevertheleſs, he choſe him 
one, whom he obliged Piws to adopt ; that 4 
he- was deſerving of the Rowan Empure, t 
—_— ſooner or later .certainly come" 
rk 
So he treatedthe Provinces with a great del 
of Moderation and Goodnels; and ma 
his Afﬀairs happily againſt the Germans, ' 
went through with the Marcomannick Wii 
than which a greater hath not been known 
any Age, with a Bravery equally extraordr 
nary as the Succeſs ; and this at a time whet 
2 grievous Peſtilence {wept away many That 
ſands of the People and the Army: Th 
Mearcomanni, the Sarmatians, the Vandals, tit 
Duadi, being extinguiſhed by: him, he ,del 
vered the Country of. Pamonia out of its 
vitude ; for which he cri1mphed at Row! 
and his Son Commodus with him, whom It 
had created Caſar. He had exhauſted als 
Coffers upon this War ; and becaufe he coul 
not perſuade himſeif to command any thing 
from the Provinces to over-charge them, | 
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fade an' Auttion in the Forums of Trajan of 
the Goods of Iis'Houſhold. He fold the Veſ- 
ſek of Gold, -Cryſtal and a—_ the Royal 
Services;; Rich Garments of his Wife's which 
were embroidered with Gold, and ſeveral Je- 
wels which were laid op in the Cabinet of 
Hadrian. The Sale continued Two Months, 
arid fach #-confiderable Sum was produced by 
it, tar having proſecuted the Reliques of ths 
Marcomenieh ' War with it, according to his - 
defire; he gave the Buyers the Liberty to re- 
tern if they pleaſed their Purchaſes, and cake 
their _ But whether they did or 
no; he was fattshed, and allowed Gentlemen 
th have their "Tables as ſplendid as himſelf. 
In the pyblick Shews which he gave the People 
ahis Triumph, he was {6 Magnificent, that he 
expoſed a Hundred Lions tbgether, to be ſhot 
t6 death with Arrows. on 

Having therefore Reigned to the general 
Love of 'all the People, who' called him by the 
endearing Terms of, fonietmes their Brother, 
ſometimes Father, ſometimes Son, as every 
one's Age was, he died in the Eighteenth Year Death of 
of his Empire, and the Spry Firſt of his Age. Antoninue 
The Love of him amongſt'all the*People' ap- 
pear'd on the Day of his interment. Becauſe 
none thought him then an Obje& to be Iamten- 
ted, but afſared themſelves, that as he had been 
formed and lent them by che Gods, fo he 
Was returned to the Gods. Before his Pune- 
ral was well finiſhed, a thing which never was 
known to be done before; 'nof fince, the Se- 
nate and the People m one Body —_ the 

| place, 
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lace, pronounced him a Propitious Deity, 
This mn Man, who was fo Excellent higs 
ſelf, and ſo allyd to the Gods, both, in his 
Life and Death, left a Son, Commodas, wha 
was fo ill on the other hand, that it had beey 
happy he had never had him. _ Nay, it was a 
ſmall ching,"that Perſons of all Ages, Sexey 
Conditions and Dignities, honoured | 
as a God; for he was judged Sacrilegiqus, wh 
ever had not, his Image in his Houle, . 
fortune permitted him- To this day-in many 
Famihes, the Statues of Marcus Amtoninns Rand; 
amongſt the Houſhold Deities 3 and ſome Per. 
ſons have firmly and publickly averied,, th 
he hath predited many future and trye thing 
to them in Dreams. A Temple was erected! 
tro him, and an Order of Prieſts of his own; 
Name appointed him, with all other thing 
which to conſecrated Perſons have ever beew 
aſcribed by Antiquity. Serart4 bo & 
' Some ſay, and it is not unlikely, ' that Com 
modus Antoninus his Succeſſor and his Son, ws 
a ſort of an Adulterous Birth, the Story where 
of is repreſented commonly thus. . Feaſts 
the Wife of Mearcas, and formerly wh x gl 
ter of Antoniaws Pius, ſeeing one. Day the Glas WW" 
diators enter 'the Amphatheacre, ar. in love + 
wich one of them to that degree, @hat ſhe ls; 
boured under a long Sickneſs upon it, till at, 
laſt ſhe confeſſed the Cauſe to her Husband. 
Marcus adviſed with the Magicians, whole 
Counſel it was, to put to Death that Gladis iſ 
cor, and that Fauſft;ne ſhould waſh her Soo 
with his Blood, and then lie with _ He 
and! 
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hand: This was done, and her Love cured. Bute 
Commodus was born after it, more a Gladiator 
than a Prince ; becauſe when he was Emperor, 

fought almoſt a Thouſand Combats with the 
Jladiators, in the publick view of the People, as 
w8 ſhall have occaſion'to ſay in his Life. - And 
that which makes this Story che more credible, 
is, this Son of ſo Holy a Father, was a Man 
of thoſe profligate + Haruka that no com- 
mon Sword-player, Actor, Baiter of Beaſts, 
nor in fine, no one, tho' of the fink of all 
Shame and Wickedneſs, was like - him. O- 
thers ſay, that he was abſolutely a Baſtard ; 
and that Fauftina, when ſhe was at the Port 
of Gajetta, choſe herſelf there by the Eye, the 
S2men generally working naked, what Men 
the ſaw were the beſt provided, both out of the 
S$-men and the Gladiators; wherefore Mar- 
wor Antoninus was adviſed by one, it he would 


Mag puniſh her by Death, to divorce her. To 
mich 


he anſwered, If I divorce my Wife, ! 

muſt retarn ber her Dower. But her Dower 
ms the Empire which he had received from 
her Father? who had adopted him at the de- 
e of Hadrian, Certainly the Virtue, the [n- 

tegrity, the Tranquillity, the Piety of a good 
Prince, 1s a thing of chat prevalence, that the 
ill Chara&er, not ſo much as of the neareſt 
Relation, can defame him. And fo it was 
ith Marcus 4ntoninus, who perſevering fill in 

$,0wn virtuous way, and not changing in 

ny thing upon the whiſpers or calumnies of 
he People, neither his Gladiator-Son was a 
refudice co him, nor his 1mpure Conſlore. 
X  —" _' 
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He is:( as he hath ever been )- eſteemed a God 
to this Day ; and particularly by. you, O moſt 
Sacred Emperor Diocleſien, who have a Vens 
ration for him, even above the reſt - of you 
Gods, and are pleaſed often to ſay, That ju 
chiefly wiſh yourſelf like bim in bis Life, andth 
Clemency which he always exerciſed ; tho [08 
Plato return into the World again, be could w 
parallel bim with all bis Philoſophy. The ting 
that paſſed under Marcus Antoninus, after t 
'Death of Vers, were theſe: Firſt, the Bog 
of Verus was brought to Rome, and interred in 
the Sepulchre of his Anceſtors, and Ve 
made a God. Then Maercws thanked the F 
nate for having Conſecrated his Brother, 
intimated at the ſame time, As if rhe Counſth 
by which the Parthians were overcome, had bin 
much owing to bimſelf ; and that new, be wow 
govern as it were upon a4 new and Wetter Found 
tion, The Senate took it in the Senſe wha 
Marcus meant, and ſeemed to congratula, 
that Verus was departed this Life. Howers 
Marcus provided very honourably for Veg! 
Silters, Relations and Servants, Indeed he 

very Curious of his Reputation, and enquire! 
always what every one ſaid of him, and co 
rected himſelf accordingly in ſuch things ai 
they ſcemed to blame. him far, with realou- 
Going to the War in Germany, he re-marnenl 

his Daughter to.Claudius Pompeianus, Fe genie: 
Son of a Romans Kmght, of a' Family of WalptF 
City of Amtioch , but not of the higheſt No 
bility. He afcerwards made him Twice Com" 
ſul, in conſideration that his Daughter 
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ſo much his Superior ; which Match however, 
did neither pleaſe her nor her Mother. 
The Boop s laying waſte almoſt all Spain, he Tumulzs, 


employed his Lieutenants againſt them, who &c: que!- 
reduced them : In Egypt, the Robbers about led. 

the. Parts called Bucoljzs, committing divers 
preat Diſorders, they were alſo reduced by 
Avidius Caſſins, who afterwards ſet himſelf up 
for. the Empire. About this time Marcus An- 
toninus, whulſt he was at his Retreat at Pale- 
frins, loſt his Son called Verws Czar, of the 
Ape of Seven Years, by lancing a Tumour 
which he had under his Ear. The Mourn- 
ing for whom was kept but Five Days, and 
then he applied himſelf again to the publick 
Buſineſs. Ic was the time of the Celebration 
of the Games of Fupiter, which he would not 
ſuffer to be interrupted by a more ſolemn 
Mourning; ſo he only ordered Statues to be 
{Wer tip co the Memory of the deceaſed, and 
& Wis Image in Gold to be carried in Pomp in 
the Cirque, and his Nanie to be inſerted. into 
(the Hymn of the Prieſts of Mars. In the 
»Mtine of the Peſtilence beforementioned, Marcus 
relfvas eſpecially diligent to reſtore the Worſhip 
or-Mot the Gods. Againſt the Marcomannick War, 
#8 made Soldiers of Slaves and Gladiators. 

Mothers he bad who were called Voluntiers. 

elle liſted the Robbers of Dalmatis and Dar- 

ein. He ſerved himlclt of ſome Troops our 

thwiPhygie, and fought Auxiliaries of the Ger- 

$ againſt the Germans, He uſed all man- 

r of Diligence co compleat. his Legions 

Ir this War ; and becauſe he would not exact 

K 2 Money 
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Money upon the Provinces, he made an Ay 
Rion, as I ſaid, of the precious Moveables 
his Houſhold in the Forum of Trajan; in which 
beſides Cloaths and Plate, he {14 the Imagg 
and the Pictures which were of the Hands d 
the Great Maſters. Act length, he defeated the 
Marcomanni at the Paſſage of the Danube, and 
| reſtored their Spoils to the Provinces. 
7; c5,. All the Nations from the Borders of Ihr 
fedfrate cum as far as to Gallia, had confederated + 
Nations. gainſt us. The Marcomanni p the Nariſci, the 
Hermunduri, the 2uadi, the Suewvi, the Sarmats, 
the Latringes, and the Burſs, To theſe wen 
joyned, the V:Fovali, the Sofewes, the Sicobua, 
the Roxolani, the Baſtarne, the Aleni, the Pe 
cini, the Coſtoborei, and others. His other Wat 
were the Parthian War, and the Brite 
War. Now it was with great. Pains and L 
bour, that he overcame as he did, Nations bP* 
ſtubborn as all theſe. The Soldiers follow 
his Example ; the Lieutenant-Generals, and 
th? Captains of the Guards marched in Per 
fon at the Head of thier Men; ſo he obliged te 
Marcomanni to ſurrender themſelves, and ai 
great many of them were tranſplanted into 
Irely. But before he went upon any thing 0 
Importance, not only in War, but 1n the Ci 
Afairs,he adviſed always with his great Othceni 
It was always hs ſaving, It is more fitting thi 
he ſheuld follow the Counſel of ſo many faithſs 
Friends, as they were, than that they all ſhow 
follow bim who was but one, A great n 
of the Nobility were kild in that German 
Marcomanmuick, of rather, that War of a mul 
2B 
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titude of Nations, whoſe Statues he ſec upin 
the Forum of Trajen. Therefore his Friends 
intreated him often to retire from the Dan- 
gr and come to Rowe: But he perſiſted in 
ot own Reſolutions, and did not withdraw 
till all was finiſhed, He changed the Pro- 
conſular Provinces into Conſular, and the Con- 
ſular into Proconſular, or Prxztorian, accor- 
ding as the occaſions of the War required. He 
compoſed by his Severity, and the rigour of 
his Diſcipline, the Troubles that were ariſen 


in Burgundy and in Portugsl. He ſent for <£ommo- 


his Son Commodus to' the Frontiers of Ger- 
many, where he put upon him the Man's 
own; upon which occaſion he gave a Lar- 
els to the People, and next he made him a 
anſul, although it was before his proper 


me. 

When any Perſon was at any time proſe: i- 
xd by the Governour of Rowe, he did not at 
all take the News well. He was always very 

rved how he gave away publick Money ; 

hich 1s rather to his Praile than to his Re- 
roach, And yet he was always diſpoſed to 
ive Money to good Men, towards the Relief 
ft Towns which were fallen into decay ; and 
here hz ſaw a Neceflicy for it, he remitted 
tie Tribute and the Taxes. In his abſence he 


wPdered that che publick Divertiſements of 


ſhould be taken care of by ſuch as were 
richeſt to publiſh them. This obviated a 
Ncourſe which was amongſt the People, 
hen he had carried away the Gladiators to 


ſb War, as if he dehgned to put down thoſe 
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ſtitutions, 
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Sports, and to force all the World to Philoſs. 
phy. He commanded that the Stage-Playen, 
Tumblers, and thoſe ſort of Men ſhould not he 
gin their Shews upon the Market-days, til 
Jater than ordinary, becauſe they ſhould ng 
hinder the Market. Some talk'd of ſome 
thoſe ſort of Men, being beloved by his Wife; 
but he purged himſelf of all that by his Ls 
ters. He Prbad the going in the Town 
Horſeback, or in Coaches. He took any 
the . promiſcuous Bagnios, wherein Men ani 
Women waſhed together. He moderated th 
Luxury of the Women,' and of the young No 
bility. He reſcued the Sacrifices of the Gd 
Serap from that Rabble, and thoſe Diſturbw 
ces which annoy them at the City of Belk 
in Egypt. It was ſaid, that ſome, under th 
prerence of being Philoſophers, had that Int 
reſt in him, that they were a prejudice to ( 
publick, no leſs than private Perſons. Butd 
this he purged himſelf, and fhew'd that it ws 
in no wile true, | 

He generally inflifted upon all Crims 1 
lefler Puniſhment, than what it was the C 
itom to do by the Laws; and yet ſometims 
againſt no'orious and high Offenders he cor 
tinued inexorable. He took the Cogniand 
himſelf of the Capital Cauſes of Perſons « 
the better Quality, and managed them wit 
all imaginable Equity. He would reprynat 
a Prxztor that gave Judgment upon too ſhe 
3 hearing, and order him to try the Cat 
over again; ſaying, I: is for the Honour of bt 
woo jadges for tbe People, to bearken to the K 
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ſons of the accuſed to the laſt. He obſerved to 
do Juſtice impartially as to Priſoners taken in 
War, and he ſettled infinite Numbers of the 
Barbarians in the Roman Territoriess When 
the Enemy had by a Stratagem ſo ſhut up his 
Army that they could come to no Water, he 
extorted from Heaven by his Prayers a Storm 
of Rain which relieved them, when they were 
ready:to periſh with Thirſt. He had deſigned 
to eret Mearcomannia into a Province, and 
likewiſe Sarmatis; and he had done it, if 


135 


Avidius Caſſius had not rebelled againſt him ayidius 


in the Eaf#, who ſet himſelf up as Emperor, Caffius 
by an Intrigue, fome ſay. of Faufine, when 7*bel-. 


ſhe began to deſpair of the long Life of her 


Husband. Others ſay, it was pretended that 
Marcus was dead, and that Caſſivs did not ſet 
up himſelf till after Adarcw was declared a 
God. But however it was, Marcus was not 
very much moved at the Defe&ion; neither 
did he Revenge himſelf upon the Wite, or Fa- 
mily, or Friends of Caſſius: But Caſſius was 
adjudged an Enemy by the Senate, and his 
= was confiſcated into the publick Trea- 
ury, 

Then leaving the War againſt the Sarmate 
and the Marcomanni, he marched againſt Caſſius. 
In the mean time, ſome at Rome were in a 
fear, that Caſſius 1n his ablence would have 


come thither. But Caſſius was preſently kill'd, Fo » 
and his Head brought to the Emperor, who 4: 


mthout rejoycing at his Death ordered the 
Head to be buried. A Son of Caſſius, called 
Mecianus, to whom he had commutted Alex- 

KR 4 andria, 
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andris, met with the fame Fate; and the Cap. 
tain of the Guards that Caſſius had made, wg 
alſo killed by the Army. He forbad the $ 
nate to take Vengeance upon the Accomplice 
of the DefeRion ; deſiring, if poflible, at the 
ſame time, that no Senator might be put to 
Death in his Reign, becauſe it ſhould not be 
polluted with Blood. He ordered ſuch Per. 
ſons as were baniſhed, to be recall'd. , Some 
few Centurions loſt their Heads. He pardon 
ed the Cities which had complied with Caſſim. 
He pardoned the Antiochians, who had ſaid & 
veral things againſt himſelf, and in Favour 
of Caſſins ; from whom, however, he took 
way their Shews, their publick Conventions, 
and all ſorts of Aſſemblies, by a ſtri& Edie; 
becauſe they were a ſeditious People, as he in 
timates 1n his Speech in Marizs Maxim, 
which he made to his Miniſters upon the Sub 
je& of this Defetion. He deſigned not toe 
Antiech, when he went into Syria, nor the Cin 
Cyr, or Carin, of which Caſſias was. 

But however, afterwards he went to Antio. 
He was at Alexandria, and was very obligi 
to that City. He tranſacted many things w 
the Kings of thoſe Parts, who met him, to 
gether with the Ambalſadors of the Perfian, 
and he eſtabliſhed a Peace wich chem. He 
made himſelt dear to all che Oriental Pro 
virices, and left the Piints of his Philology 
amongſt them, by his weighty Diſcourſe. Ht 


acted the Citizen and the Philoſopher in Egyp, 
in all the Academies, Temples, and publick 
Places where he came, Though the 4/exav 

| drian! 


Pp ot C35_uo Be = A, pc Sy ++ moos foros fats. G% OA 


R_— 


=—- 
+ VV wks SS AA LooAKrrgEC oo. a. 


Qu @ 


Ts. © ww, rt £} HS 


Vol. I. Emperor M.A.Antoninus the Philof. 


driens had ſaid feveral things to the Advan- 
tage of Caſſins, he pardoned them, and left a 
Daughter of Caſſius with them. Afﬀeer this he 
loft his Conſort. Fauſtine, at a Village called 
Halals, at the Foot of the Mountain Taurws, 
where ſhe died ſuddenly. He defired the Se- 
nate to make her a Goddeſs, and give her a 
Temple; praiſing her, though ſhe had labour- 
ed under ſuch a Cenſure of Unchaſtity, which 
either he knew nothing of, or at leaſt he dif- 
ſembled it. Some Alms-Children for whom 
he made a Proviſion, he called by her Name, 
in her Honour. She had accompanied him 
. into the Field j2 the Summer, and therefore 
8 had the Title of the Mother of the Camp. 
WH He made the Village a Colony where ſhe 
WW died,, and erected her a Temple there ; which 
WH was afterwards re-dedicated to Heliogabalns. At 
WH the ſame time that he marched againſt Caſſius, 
he gave no Commands for the killing him, 
WY out of his Clemency. Heliodorus his Sen was 
baniſhed. Others, who baniſhed chemlelves, 
MW were albwed a part of their Eſtates. And 
; tor the reſt of the Children of Caſſius, they 
» 


enjoyed above a half of their Father's For- 

tune. His Daughter Alexandra, and Druncia- 
, MW 247 her Husband,had their free Liberty of going 
cl any whither. And certainly Marcus Antontrus 
> was forry far the Death of Caſſius ; becauſe, he 
1 faid, He deſired ro bawe paſſed bis Reign, with- 
il out ſbeddimg tbe leaſt drop of the Blood of the 
7 | Senators, 


Aﬀcec 
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After he had ſettled the Aﬀairs of the Eef he 
came to Athens; where amongſt other things, he 
viſited the Temple of the Goddeſs Ceres, toſhew, 
his Innocency, becaule this was ſolemnly forbid. 
den to wicked Perſons; and he was admitted in- 
to the Sacreſty all alone. In his return by Sex 
into Italy, he was overtaken with a great Storm, 
At his Landing at Brindiſi in Naples, he bh put 
on the Reman Gown himſelf, and commanded 
the Soldiers to habit themſelves accordingh, 
who never went 1n their Soldiers Coats in It 
in his Reign. Being come to Rome; he'trium- 
phed chere,and from thence he went to Lavinie. 
He made his Son Commodus his Colleague nm: 
the Tribunitian Power. He entertain'd, the 
People with a Largeſs, and extraordinary fine 
Shews. He reformed many things in the Ci 
vil Policy, and ſet proper Bounds to the Ex: 
pences of the Games of- the Gladiators; ha- 
ving this Sentence of Plate much in his Mouth, 


the Emperors , or the Emperors are PLyloſophers. 
He match'd a Daughter of Bruttius Preſen, 
who was of the Conſular Dignity, to his Son 
Commodus : But the Eſpouſals were celebrated 
with no more than ordinary Magnificence; 
on which occaſion he gave a Largeſs to the 
People. Then he re-afſum'd the Old War 
with the Marcomanni again. For he had made 
War with thoſe, and with the Hermundur:, the 
Sarmate, and the 2uadi, three Years before 
together; and now it he had lived but ons 
Year longer, he had reduced them into Pro- 


vinchs, Bur he died as he was making his 
prepara: 
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reparations for that Conqueſt. Two days be- 
+ he died, his Officers being admitted into 
his Chamber, he gave them to underſtand that 
he had as ill an Opinion of his Son Commodar, 
as Philip of Macedon had a good Opinion of 
his San Alexander ; ſaying, as Philip did, he 
was not ſofry to dye, fince he left behind him 
ſuch a Son; but meaning that the Roman 
Empire would ſcarce be large enough to bold the 
Vices of bim ; who made it appear already, de- 
parting from the Rules of Life, which his Fa- 
ther had preſcribed him, that he was Cruel, 


and Infamous. His death was thus : when he 7-* 


began to be ſick, he called his Son to him, 242.7 


Anton1- 


and adviſed him firſt of all not to /tighe the ,,, 
Reliques of the War, for fear that be foul ſeem 
to betray the Empire. 'To which Commodus an- 
ſwering, that he ſhould be obliged for his own 
ſafety to be gone from the Army, becauſe of 
the Peſtilence which raged : he cold him a- 


gan, He might do as he would; but he deſired 


bim rather to tarry, at leaſt a few days, becauſe 


he would do well to appear to bold it @ little <q ginſe 
ener 


the Barbarians : After this, he would nei 
eat nor drink, becauſe he defired to oye, and 
this increaſed his Diſtemper. The f1xth day 
he called in his Friends, and 4i{courling to 
them about the Vanity of Humane things, 
and the Contempt of death, he ſaid, by are 
you ſorry for me, when you ought rather to think 
of the Peſtilence which rages, and of the com- 
mon death of every one? As they retired from 
bim, he {ighed and ſaid, If you ſee me no more, 
Ibid you farewel ; I po before you. They _ 
| im 
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him to whom he recommended his Son. He 


ſaid; To all you, if be deſerves it, and to thi 


Gods Immorts]. The Army upon the notice of 
his fickneſs was very much troubled 3 for they 


loved him dearly. The ſeventh Day he wa 


worſe, and ſaw none but his Son : whom he 


profectly diſmiſſed again, for fear. he ſhould 


infeted. His Son being gone, he threw 
the Cloaths over his Head, as if he went to 
ſleep ; and died that night. Some ſay, that 
when he ſaw that Commodus would proye 
ſuch a Man, as afterwards he did, he rather 
withed him dead, than that he ſhould makes 
another Nero, Caliguls, or Domitian, by his 
Reign. 
| One thing Marcus Antoninus is-blamed for, 
which is, That he promoted to ſeveral Honors 


Tertullus, Utilius , Orphitus, and —_— 


who were his Wile's great Lovers. He ha 


enſues of ſurprized Tertullus one day actually at Dinner 


Fauſtina. 


with her. The Buffoon upon the Stage gave. 
-him a Rub as to this Man, in his own Pre- 


ſence. © What, ſays he to him that was with 
"hit, is thename of that Man, that you fay 
© Gallants my Wife; the other anſwered, Tul- 
* Jus, Tullus, Tullus, He asked him the ſame 
* Queſtion again : ſays the other, I have told 
* you, By which the Audience plainly ſaw, 
that he meant, that his crying three times 
Tullus , ſignified Tertullus. So every body 
talk'd very much of this Spark, and blamed 
the Patience of Amntoninus, Sometime be- 
fore his death, and before he went the ſecond 


time to the Marcomannick War, he took his 
Oath 
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Oath ” ——_ ico], that not one ſingle Se- 
Is 


natour by owledge, had been put to 
death. And he ſaid, He ſhould have ſaved the 
lives even of the Rebels with Caflius, if it bad 
been heft to him. He was fo far from ſeek- 
ing to enrich himſelf with the Eſtate of Pro- 
(cribed Perſohs, that he abhorred and ſhun'd 
nothing more than the ſcandal of Covetoul- 
ne: againſt which he purges himſelf in ſe- 
veral Letters. Some pretend to ſay that he 
was 2 Diflembler and not really of that Sin- 
cerity as he ſeemed to be, or as either Pius of 
Verus was of. And again they ſay, that he 
too much raiſed the Pride of the Court, by 
eftranging his Friends from his Company and 
his Banquets. He ordered a Deification 
for his Parents, and honoured the Friends of 
his Relations with Statues, though they were 
Perſons that were dead. He did not eaſily 
believe things upon Truſt ; but gave himſelf 
always time enough to find out the truth. Ab 
ter the death of Fauſtins, Fabia the Siſter | 
Verus was Ambitious to* Marry+ him. But he 
rather choſe to content himſelf with a Con- 
cubine, of a a uy ns: of a Servant to his late 
Wife, than ever fo many Children, which he 
had, to ſuperinduce a Sxep-mother. 
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Know very well, that ſeveral Perſons who 
have written the Hiſtory of the' ARions 
of Marcus and Verns , have done it ig 
ſuch a method, as to give the Reader an ac- 
count of Verus in the firſt place ; following 


the order not of their Reigns, but their Dory 
t 


EMPER ORF 


Verus AnTONINUs.” : 
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- But I have thought it my Duty to give the pre- 


cedence, as to this, to Marcus, and to treat of 
Verus afterwards ; becauſe Marcus was the firſt 
of the two upon the Throne; and becauſe his 
{urvival after the death of YVerus made but a 
continuation ſtill of the ſame Reign. 

Lucius Cejonins e/Elius Commodus Verns Anto- 
ninus, who by his Adoption into the «lian 
Family by the Will of Hadrian, was called 
elins, and by bis Alliance with Marcus Antoni. 
"us, received the name of Ferus Antoninus, 
was a Prince, whom we do not reckon in the 
number of the Beſt, nor yet on the contrary 
in the number of the - Worſt Princes. For 
25 his Virtues were not abundant, ſo neither 
were his Vices formidable. One thing-1s, he 
did not Reign an Independent Monarch of 
himſelf; for he was under Marcus ; but yet of 
an equal Majeſty with him in the Empire; 
and at the ſame time he very much diftered 
fom him in this, that he was Licentious in 
his Manners; and was of an humour that was 
frank and open, 'and could difſemble nothing; 
His Father was Lucius elius Verus, who for- 
merly had been Adopted by Hadrian, being 
the firſt of the Title of a Cz/ar, as itis uſed to 
denote the Perſon appointed to be the Suc- 
celſour to the Empirez and who died in that 
Quality. His Grandfathers, and Great Grand- 
fathers, together with many of his other An- 


the eighteenth of the Calends of Fanuary, on. 
which was heretofore alſo the Birth-day of the 
Emperor 


Verus hi; 


ceſtours, had been Conſuls. He was born at z;-;4 ,n4 
Rome in the Prztorſhip of his Father, upon Ex:r a8: 
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Emperor Nero, His Family by his Father 
ſide was for the moſt part out of the Couns 
ery of Hetruria, and by his Mother's, out of 
the City Faenzs. pp 
This being his Extraction, he, upon the A: 
doption of his Father by Hadrian, came into, 
the Family of that Emperour 5 continuing 
wherein after his Father's death; when Hs 
drian was pleaſed, out of his care for the 
of Poſterity, to take Antoninus Pius to be hs 
Son, and Marcus Antoninus to be his Grand- 
fon ; he not only obliged at the ſame time the 
former to Adopt this YVerus, but to give him al 
fo his Daughter to Wife : which Daughter wa 
married however to Marcus Antoninus, and not 
to Verus, becauſe Vers in reſpe& of his Ag 
was not then judged proper for her, (as 
have ſaid above,) and YVeras married Lucils, 


the Daughter of Marcas, He was brought. 


up in the Court. His Maſter in Grammar, 
for the Latin, was Sceurinus, the Son of that 
Scaurus, who wasthe Grammarian to Hadrian: 
For the Greek, he had Telephas, Hepbeſtion, 
and Harpocration, His Maſters in the Greek 
Eloquence were Apollonius, Celer Caninizs, and 
Herodes Atticus ; for the Latin, Cornelius Front, 
His Maſters in Philoſophy were Apollonias and 
Sextas : all whom he loved very well, and 
they loved him; but he was one, that had 
Iittle of a natural Genius to Learning. Hf 
pleaſed himſelf the moſt at firſt in making 
Verſes; and afterwards in making Orations 
It is ſaid, he was a better Oratour than's 
Poet ; or rather, to ſpeak more properly, wy 
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he was 4 worſe Poet than he was an Ocrator. 
Others ſay, he had the Wits of his Friends to 

affiſt him ; and that in thoſe very things of 

his which are Extanc, whatſoever they are, 

he ſerved himſelf of the ſame. For, they 

ſay, he had ſeveral Men of Learning and E- 
loquence always with him. The Governour 

of his Youth was Nicomedes. He was Vo- 
luptuous ; and ſhew'd great gaiety in all ſorts 
of Pleaſures, Sports and Divertiſements, which 
became him but too well, He was Adopted 
at the Age of ſeven years, and was formed 
upon the Manners and Authority of Marcus 
Antoninus, He loved Hunting , Wreſtling, 
41d all the Exercifes of Youth; and was as a 
private Perſon in the Court no leſs than three 
and twenty years together. 

The day that he put on the Roman, that'is, 
he Man's Gown, Arztoninus Pius dedicated a 
Temple to his Father £1145 Verws, and gave 
a Bounty to the People. When he was made 
Wzſtor, and entertained, art his admittance 
nto that Office, the People, wich the Pub- 
ick Games, he took his place in the mid(t be- 
wixt Antoninus Pizs and Marcus. Aﬀter his 
UQuzſtorſhip he was preſently made Conſul, He 5; 
n Conjun&tion with Sextilius Lateranus, Some made Cott 
ears after that he was made a ſecond time /** 
dnſul, in ConjunRtion with Marcus Antoni- 
: after which, he continued a long time 
the Eſtate of a private Man, and was not 
adorned with the ſame Honours as Marcus was. 
edid not fit in the Senate, before his Quz- 
torlhip * neither did he accompany fo _ 
| wit 
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with the Emperor, as with the Captain of th; 
Guards ; and he had noother name of Hong 
added to his own more than this, that he wz 
called the Emperor's Son. He much delights 
in the Races of the Cirque, and in the Gamg 
of the Gladiatoursz but as his Pleaſures an 
his Luxury were continually the occaſions 
his falling into many errours ; it ſeems, af 
he was not retained 1n the Royal Family 
Antoninus Pius, but upon this account ; 
Ha#rian had commanded him to Adopt himh 
expreſly, that he call'd him his own Grand 
ſon: and fo he retained him, it is ſuppole 
more to diſcharge his Traſt, than as a markd 
his Love. That which he approved in hi 
was the Simplicity and the Debonaireneſ q 
his Temper ; he adviſed him, as much as 
could to form himſelf upon the Model of is 
Brother. In fine, when his Fathrer was deal 
his Brother conferred all things upon hu 
even to the paiticipation of the Sovereignty; 
and made him his Colleague, although the 


made Co!» nate had deferred the Empire to himſelf 
league m one. 


the Em- 


pre. 


Elevated thus to the Empire, and the Ti 
bunitian Power being given him, and tl 
honour of a Proconſulſhip, his Brother M 
cus Antonius ordered him to be called by (1 
name of Verus Antoninus. As a teſtimony 
his Senſe of ſo high Favours, he received 
cus, upon all occaſions, with the reſpe of 
Lieutenant to a Proconſul, or of a Preidet 
of a Province to the Emperour, He ct 
formed himſelf in all things at firſt with gre 
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care to the intentions and will of Marcus ; who 
at the ſame time harangued the Soldiers in the 
hame of them both upon this occaſion. But 
when Verus was gotten into Syria, the great 
liberty which he.gave himſelf in living at his 
caſe; with his lewd Amours, and the Debau- 
cheries of all forts, to which he was abandon- 
ed, ſo changed him to another Man, that he 
defamed his Reputation. In like manner, at- 
ter his return out of Syria he made a perpe- 
tual Tavern of the Court ; where atter having 
dined with Marcus, he retired to his own Com- 
pany, and diverted himſelf with all forts of 
filthy Perſons. He paſſed whole nights at 
Game, according to a Cuſtom that he had 
learnt 1n Syri2 : and co ſuch a degree did he Rival 
the Vices of Caligula, Nero, and Vitellius, that 
he roved up and down 1n the night amongſt 
"the Taverns and the Stews in diſguiſe ; and 
WW pleaſed himſelf to make Debauches with the 
Mob, and to joyn in their Quarrels ; out of 
which he often however came off with a 
black Face: But notwithſtanding his Diſguiſes, 
Whe was known 1n the pablick Honſes where 
he came ;5 where, at other times, he was for 
Breaking the Glaſſes and other Veſſels, and 
 teffthen he paid very well for them. He favoured 
W'ery much the Green- Coat-Pezrty in the Races 
run in the Cirque, He had Gladiators fre- 
ently co fight at the Entertainments which 
2 made, and which he prolonged nll nud- 
MWnght; till he fell a fleep upon his Coach, 
oredJ20d was taken up in his Cloaths, and carried 
ca? Bed. Heflepr but little, and had an eahe 
L 3 digeſty- 
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digeſtion. In the mean time Marcu: diſlemy. 
bled all theſe things, as if he knew nothing of 
them, out of Modeſty, not to put to ſhame 


his Brother. 
One Banquet, that he made, is remarkable: 


he had in the firſt place twelve Gueſts; where. 
as the known Proverb, as to the number x 
ſuch a time, 1s, Septem convivinm, novem conv 
tum ; that is, Seven's a Company, Nine 1s by 
Noiſe. Every one of theſe had a handlony 
Boy at his Back to ſerve him. Every one by 
Sewer, and his Diſhes to himſelf, which wer 
of their own —_— Every one his freh 
Cup of Myrrh, or of the Cryſtal of Alexay 
dria as oft as he drank. There were alſo Cuy 
of Gold and Silver, and others ſet with Jew i 
els. Then they had Crowns upon their Head, i | 
adorned with golden Labels, and Flowers, ſuck I , 
as for the Seaſon were Rarities They WW, 
their golden Boxes filled with pretious Oint i { 
ments ; and at parting they all had their Cz 3 
leſhes drawn with Mules in Harneſs of Si-Wll x 
ver, preſented to them, to carry them home ſl þ 
The whole Treat was eſtimated at iixty hun- I ;} 
dred thouſand Seſterces: which when Marui c 
heard of, he fighed, and lamented the mif 

fortune of the Publick in the Perſon of bs g; 
Brother. Afﬀcer Supper they played ac Dict 

all that nighe, till it was morning. And the ſ 
he did after his return from the Parthian War, al 
to which Marcus had ſent him purpoſely, that 
he ſhould not commit thoſe ſort of Actions in 
the {tight of all the World at Rome; think 


ing belides that Travelling might teach him 
frugal: 


@ =,” 


I FﬀRESSSS2Y HE OE STR EAaASSTT WT PeoB3bos Tae ©. 


__—— 
— 
”— 
- 


Vol. I. Emperor Verus Antoninus. 


frugality, and the dangers of War make him 
better, and more fober, or at leaſt teach him 
to know himſelf to be an Emperour : bue 
how much the better he was for it, this Sup- 
per alone ſhews, as well as the reſt of his Lite. 

His love of -the Races of the Cirque was 
ſuch, chat he ſent and received many Letters 
about them, into, and out of the Provinces. 
When preſent at them, and in Company with 
Mearcus, he has ſuffered ſeveral Aﬀronts from 
the contrary Party, for his over great Zeal to 
that to which he ſided. He had a Hecrſe cal- 
led Swife, whoſe Image he cut out in Gold, 
and fed him with Raiſins and Almonds, in the 
Manger, inſtead of Corn ; covered him. with 
a Cloath of Purple, and ordered him to be 
kept in a Room in the Court. When this 
Horſe died, he Ere&ted a Monument to him 
upon the Vatican. And it was firſt in the fa- 
your of this Horſe, that they began the Cu- 
ſtom of gathering Money for the Winning 
Horſes, in the way, as it were, of a Przmium. 
For this Horſe was ſo much beloved; that a 
Buſhel of pieces of Gold hath often been 
thrown to him by thoſe of his Side in the 
Cirque. 


When Yerus ſet forward upon his Expe- His nez's- 


dition to the Parthies War, AAarcus accom- geme Con» 
HET. 


anied him as far as to Cepus, But going on 
way from Capus, he Revelled ic fo, at 
all the great Houſes where he came, that he 


contracted an Illneſs, and fell Sick at Canoſa 


In Naples, whither Marcus took a ſecond Jour- 
ney to vifit him _— Certainly many 
2 an 
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and unhandſome things appear in the Condud Þþ | 
of Verus, which he did during the time of the I , 
War. For when both the Lieutenant of Sy. | 
714 Was killed, and the Legions there were cut ff ; 
off; the Syrians Meditating a Revolt, and the ſh , 
Eaſt laid Waſte by the Enemy, then was he OW , 
paſting his time in Hunting in Apuleia. At : 
Corinth and Athens, he had his Muſical Con- il + 
ſorts, and Entertainments of Voices and In if x 
ſtruments. At every Port of note in 4s, W p 
Pamphylia, and Cilicia, where he came, he i ( 
made a ſtay to take his Pleaſures. " 

After he was come to Antioch, he followed Wh 
his Luxuries to exceſs for his own part, whilſt Wl |- 
his Generals carried on the Parthian Wari W 5 
who were Statius Priſcus, Avidius Caſſius, and W hi 
Martius Verus. In four years they went MT; 
through Babylon, the Kingdom of Medis, Mi 
and recovered Armenia : which procured o Wl | 
him the honourable Title of Conquerour of Wi 
the Armenians, Parthians, and Medes, which 
was alſo Communicated to Marcus at Rome. 
He paſſed the Winters in thoſe four years, at the 
City of Laodicea ; the Summers at the Village 
of Daphne, and the reſt of the time at 4» 
tioch, All the Syrians made a jet of him; 
and ſeveral Railleries, which they paſſed up 
on him upon'"the Stage 1n their Plays, are ex- 
tant. He admitted his Slaves to be as free 
with I;m at all times, as the Cuſtom is to bo 
upon the Feaſts o: Saturn. He went, it the 
ſolicitation of his Courtiers, as far as to the 
Banks of the Expbrates twice; and he camoup 
to Epbe(v: to mect his Wite Luala, wane 
E444 | ent 
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fent to him from Marcus her Father. But his 
delign in this laſt Journey principally was co 
prevent Marcus, that he ſhould. not come 
down with her into Syria, and fo dete& his 11l 
deportments : becauſe Mercus had told the Se- 
nate, that he would bear his Daughter Com- 
pany into Syria. At laſt, when the War was 
ended, he appointed Kings over the reſpeive 
Kingdoms, and gave the Governments of the 


I5y 


Provinces among(t his Officers : and then re- Hz: re- 
turned himſelf ro Rome, but much againſt his £7» 20 
inclination, thowgh it was to take tlis honour Rome. 


of a Triumph; becauſeto leave Syria, was to 
leave, as 1t were, his own Proper Kingdom. 
So he came and triumphed 1n Company with 
his Brother, and the Senate confirmed the 
Titles to him, which he had before received 
from the Army. 

He ſhaved his Beard (which he had not 
done before) in Syria, only to pleaſure an 
ordinary Miſtreſs, that he had gained there ; 
which gave the Syrians an occaſion to ſay (e- 
reral things upon him, The t1me of his return 
to Rome was unfortunate: for it ſeemed, as if 
be brought the Plague with him chither, and 
into the Provinces through which he paſſed. 


This Plague aroſe firſt in the Country of Ba- 


jlon; where out of a ſmall golden Coffter, 
hich a Soldier had plundeced in che Temple 
df Apollo, proceeded, 1t 15 ſaid, ſuch a Peſti- 
entious ſtench, as ſpread itlelt from thence 


nto Parthia, and fo over the World, Not 
that this was yet a fault of Yerus, but of Caf: 


1; Who, contrary to his Fatth given, raſed 
L 4 the 
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the City of Seleucia, after it had received our 
Forces, as Friends. At the ſame time, a 
mongſt others, Luadratus, a Writer of the 
Parthian War, Vindicates Caſſius too againſt 
this accuſation ; and lays the blame upon the 
Seleacians theralelves, for breaking their Faith 
with Caſſius the firſt. But however that 6, 
Verus had ſo much reverence tor Marcus, tha 
he defired to Communicate to him, apon th 
day that they triumphed together, the ſame 
Titles and Names of Honour which had bee 
deferred to himſelf. But yet, after his retum 
from the Parthian War, he was not altogethe 
ſo very obſervant of Marcss as formerly, {ib 
fering his Servants to have too great an infl W y: 
ence over him, and a&ing in many thing li 
by them, without the advice of his Brother, W ot 
His other To which it is to bs added, that he broughta i be 
Vanities. Company of Mimicks with him out of Sis ff th 
as if they had been ſo many Kings to adon iſ t0 
his Triumph. The principal of whom calkd iſ © 
by the name of Pars. Then he built himſelf (| 
a famous Seat upon the Vt Clodia ; where el Q 
Revelled wich great Luxury for ſeveral day tt 
rogether in Company with his Servants, and ba 
ſuch of his choſen Friends, whoſe preſence] tal 
brought no conſtraint upon him. He invited 
Marcvs thither one day to ſee him ; who at 
came, but it was to ſhew to him the ſantin}l M 
of his l:fe, which was great and worthy © 
have been the ſubject of his imitation. Mar 
c45 rarried with him five days ; but employ 
his time all the while in continual Bulingh, 
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whilſt Verus was either Feaſting, or providing 
for his Feaſts. Another Mimick that he 
brought with him out of Syris, as a Trophy 
of the Parthian War, was one, that he called 
by the Name of Apolauſtus ; but his former 
Name was Agrippus Mempbzs, He brought 
with him beſides, for his diverfion, Fidlers, Pi- 
pers, Players, Buffoons, Juglers, and of all 
thoſe ſorts of Slaves which Syria and Alexan- 
dria are ſo delighted with; that really one 
would think by his Captives, that he had been 
making War, not againſt Perihis, but againft 
the Stage. 

[c was not openly viſible to the World, but 
yet it was privately whiſpered, that this diver- 
lcy of his Life to that of Marcw, with many 
other things, occaſioned an ill Underſtanding 
beewixe them. ' Eſpecially, this was ſaid upon 
the Death of Libe, who was a Coufin German 
to Marcus, and who had been ſent by him, as 
bis Lieutenant into Syria; where behaving him- 
ſelf more havghtily than a Senatour in that 
Quality oughe to have done, and ſaying, That 
be would write #0 Marcus to be ſatiyfied, if pers 
baps be doubted in any thing ; Verma could not 
take it, that he paid no more Reſped to him, 
who was an Emperor upon the Place; and 
after this Lzbo died ſuddenly, with almoſt the 
Marks of Poyſon upon him. From which 
lome thought, that he was poyloned by the 
hand of Verzs. And though Marcw was not 
of this Opinion, yet the thing ſerved to en- 
creaſe the rumor of their diſagreement. Ge- 
muas and Agacltus, ewo Servants of Verus, had 

a great 


a. _ o—_ 


v = <S SS a + ©- = oO tHe gW wo 


| 


— — 
- oy 


- 
_ 
—_— Ee 


The Life and Reign of the Vol.l, 


a great Influence over him, as I have already 
ſaid in the Life of Marcas. He married the 
latter to Libo's Widow, although contrary to 
the deſire of Marcws, who therefore denied his 
Preſence to the Eſpouſals. Codes, and «Elim 
Letw or Ele&m, were two others of his ma- 
numitted Servants: He had more beſ1des, who 
were all ill Me#n enough, and whom Marcu 
diſmiſſed, after the Death of their Maſter; 
only elius Letus he retained, who afterwards 
was the Author of the Death of his Son 
Commodus, In fine, when the German, War 
came on, becauſe Marcus neither thought fit 
to ſend Verus to it alone, nor yet to leave him 
in the Town alone, upon the Account of his 
great Luxury, they went both together to i, 
and came to the City of Aquileis; where Verw 
did nothing but divert and enjoy himſelf, 
whilſt Marcus took upon him the Care of all 
things. They croffed the Alps,although this was 
much againſt the Inclination of Yerus; and as 
for what paſled afterwards betwixt the Ambal- 
ſadors of the Barbarians on the one hand, beg- 
ging Peace, and our Emperors on the other, 
it hath been already repreſented (ufficiently 
in the Life of Marcus, So the heat of the War 
being over, and Verus urging to return to 
Aquileia again, becauſe he longed for the 
Pleaſures of Kome, 1t was reſolved by both to 
go back to Rotve. But as Verus was in the 
Coach, not tar from the City of Altino, he 
was taken ſuddenly wich an Apoplexy ; for 
which, lifung him immediately out of the 
Coach, and letting him Blood, they brought 

IM 
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him alive unto Altino, where he continued 
three Days ſpeechleſs, and then died. Death of 
There was a Diſcourſe, as if he had been Y** 
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Inceſtuous with his Wife's Mother, Fasſtina ; 
and that Fauſtina had contrived his Death, by 
putting Poylon in his Oyſters, becauſe the 
Converſation which he had with the Mother, 
he diſcovered to the Daughter. There was 
another Story made of his Death, which I have 
ſet down in the Life of Marcus, but which is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the Virtue of that great 
Man. Others attributed his Death to his own 
Wife, becauſe he was a little too indulgent to 
the Love which he had for Fabia his Siſter, 
whole Power ſhe could not brook. And cer- 
tainly there was that great Kindneſs betwixe 
Virus and Fabia, that it was allo reported, that 
they two had conſulced together to kill Marcus ; 
but when this was diſcovered to Marcus by 
Agaclytus the Servant of Verus, Fanuſtina pre- 
rented the Murder of Marcus, and ſhe herſelf 
killed Verus, 


As to his Perſon, he was well ſhaped, with 11: Per- 
2 good Viſage, and a Beard, before he ſhaved, ſonage. 


extraordinary long, like a Barbarian; tall, and 
a frown upon his Brow that was awful. He 
had yellow Hair, which he took a great Carg 
of, and uſed an Art with Gold Duſt, to make 
glitter, and look yellower ſtill. He was a little 
low in Speech, a great Lover of Game, always 
Luxurious, and in many things a Nero, ex- 
cepting Cruelcy and Buffoonry. Amongſt the 
reſt of his Curious Furniture for his Luxury, 
he had a Cryſtal Cup, that he called Swift, 


ater 
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after the Name of his beloved Horſe; and ; 
was of fo large a ſize, it held a Draught ig 
deed more fit tor a Horſe, than any thing elſe 
He lived Two and Forty Years, and reigne{ 
Eleven, in Conjun&ion with his Brother. 
His Body was interred in the Sepulchre of 
Hadrian, where his Father the Cz2/ar allo lis 
The Story which I now ſaid, is inconliſten 
with the Virtue of Marcus Antoninus 15 wel 
known, and it is this; That Marcus with | 
Knife empoyſoned on the one fide of it, 4 
vided a Piece of a Sacrifice to Verus, and gar 
that Part thereof to Verus to eat, which ws 
touched with the Poyſon ; which 1s a Criny 
impoſlible to be conceived of Marcus, what 
ever the Life and Actions of Verus might per 
haps deſerve. Neither do we leave it in 
but wholly reje& it as a falſe and ſuppolitt: 
ous thing ; being aſlured, that excepting you 


Majeſty, O Dioclefian, as yet, fince Mara, 

Flattery it (elf hath not been able to form a 

_m_ and a more accompliſhed Prince than 
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\ Vidins Caſſms, was, as ſome think, de- His Ex. 
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ſcended from the Antient Family of train. 
the Caſſii ; but pet this was only by the 
R ſide of his Mother: for his Father was 
"dvidins Severvs, who from a private Extra- 

Gon, and the Degree of a Centurion, raiſed 

limſelf unto the higheſt Honours ; of whom 
Quadrain 
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Luadratus makes mention in his Hiſtory ; and 
indeed ſo much to his Advantage, that he 
calls him a great and neceſfary Man in th: 
State, and who had a great Intereſt with the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus, in whoſe Reign 
he died. This Caſſizs, of the Family, I ſay, « 
thoſe Caſſii, who had conſpired againſt Fulw 
Ceſar, was one that ſecretly hated a Monarch, 
and could ſcarce endure the very Name of a 
Emperor : He ſaid, That no State was ſo ſl * 
tolerable, as an Empire, which cannot be ju 
down without another Emperor, In his younge 
Years, he had attempted to depoſe Antoman 
Pins, It 1s true, his Father being a great 
and worthy Perſon, covered him againlt th 
Charge of that Ambition, but yet he was a 
ways looked upon as a ſuſpicious Perſon, 


—_— ——_— 


A LETTER of /erus Antoninu 
concerning him ; wricten ro the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus, lay: 


thus. 

Fo a Caſſius hath a greedy Eye upon th 
Empire, at leaſt 2s I think, and as ſomfi; 

time ago it was known be had, under the Rei 

of Antonius Pius owr Father. I defire you to t 

good Notice of him : Every thing we do diſpleaſt 

bim, He grows extraordinary Rich, laughs #*ffy 


us botk ; calls you @ Doating Plyloſopher, 4 
”! 
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me &@ Luxurious Fool, Conſider, what « to be 
done : 1 hate not the Man, but do you ſee whe- 
ther it us not ill for you and your Children to 
keep ſuch & one in Fac Army; and one beſides 
that the Soldiers love, and hearken co with 


pleaſure. 


Omm— 


The ANSWER of Marcks 4n- 
toninus, concerning Avidius Caſſins, 
was this. : 


' | Have read your Letter, in which you are too 
; apprebenſive, than I would have an Emperor 
to be, or than ſuits well with our Reigns: For 
if the Empire s allotted to Avidius Caflius by 
Heaven, we ſhould not be able to cut him off, if 
ve would : You know the ſaying of your Grand- 
i father Hadrian, That no Man kills his Succel- 
ſour. But if it zs mot ſo allotted him, he will 
UN ful of himſelf into the fatal Snare, without our 
SY Cruelty. Neither can we make a Man @ Crimi- 
nal, who 3s accuſed by none, and who as you ſay 
# beloved by the Army. In Adions of Treaſon 
alſo, ſo it is, that even tho' they are proved up- 
oP Men, the World « apt to thinkghe Sufferer in- 
Wired; which made your Grandfather Hadrian 
jy {, O the hard Fate of Emp&rors, who can- 
tot be believed, that they are: Uſurpt upon, 
JOHuntil they are killed ! I choſe ro name Hadrian 
"Bn it, rather than Domitian, who was the ff 
| indee 
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indeed that ſaid ſo; becauſe when a thing 
well [aid, yet if it # the ſaying of a Tyrant, 
it hath net the Authority with it, as it deſerny, 
Therefore let Avidius Caffſtus have bus own ways, 
being a good Officer, Striff and Stout, and of 
great Uſe mm the State, For as to what you urg, 
about the taking Care of my Children, if Avidius 
Caflius ſhall deferwe to be better beluved than 
they, and it « expedient for the Publick, rathy 
that he Irve, than the Children of Marcus Ay 
tofiinus, '/et them periſh. | 


This 1s what Verus and what Marcus Ants 
2ivus, ſeverally wrote concerning Caſſius. Noyw 
we ſhall explain in ſhort the Temper and the 
Manners of this Perſon ; which is all that cat 
well be known of ſuch, whole L:ves, tho ont 
preſumes to write to their Advantage, out of 
Reſpe& to thoſe by whom they wete deſtroy: 
ed; only we ſhall add ſomething of his af: 
ſumption of the Empire, and of his Death. 
Having in this Dehgn that we are upon, pro- 
poſed to ourſelves to take in the Hiſtortes of 
all that in any wiſe have born the Title of Em: 
perors, whether juſtly or unjuſtly, to the end Mc 
that your Majefiy, O Dioclefian, ſhould have Mv 
a perfet Account before you, to your own {Wn 
Perſon, of the Events of the Empire of Rome. MP 
He was a Man of that Variety in his Man WA 
ners, that now be was cruel and ill humored MW” 
then mild and obliging ; now he was vey 
Religious, then Protane; ſometimes he drank 
hard, then he was as abſtemious ; ſometimes {4 
ho eat very much, another time he faſted ti 
MHca; 
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much ; ſometimes he was all for Women, then 
he was all for Chaſtity; ſo that People were 
not wanting to call hin a Catilime; and he* 
ſaid, they might call him *what they pleaſed, 
ſo he but gained his Point of the Dzalogift ; 
by which Name he meant Marcus Antoninus, 
who was fo emirtenely skill'd in Philoſophy, 
that going to the War againſt the Marcomanni; 
and every body being in fear for him, leſt 
any thing 1]: ſhould happen to him, they de- 
fired him before he went, that he would dif- 
cover to them his Precepts of Philoſophy ; 
which at their Entreaty- he did, in Diſcourſes 
to them, which he continued three Days toge- 
ther. Beſides this, Awvidius Caſſius was a tri 
Man for Military Diſcipline ; inſomuch, that 
he was willing to have himſelf be called a 
Marins. | 


Now having begun to make mention of his Xs fri3 
Sriftnels, there are many Inſtances not to'be D:/cipline 


omitted, in which he ſhew'd himſelf nor ſo pro- 
perly to ſay ſtri&, as he-was cruel, For firſt, if 
th Soldiers had taken but the leaft thing by vio« 
lnce from the People of the Provinces, he 
crucified them 1mmediately upon the place, 
where they committed che Fat. He had a- 
nother way of executing them, which was 
purely of his own Invention, which was this. 
A great Stake of Timþer was ſet up, winch - 
was Etghty, or a Hundfd Foot high; the con- 
dmned were tied to this Stake 11 Ranks, from 
the top to the bottom x3 at the botrom was a 
Fire, which burnt ſome: to. Death, whilſt o- 
tiers were ſuffocated with the Smoak, and 
M others 
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others were ſometimes frightned to. Death, 
He hath ordered Ten in a Body tg be chain, 
and thrown into a River, or into the Sea to- 
gether. To Delerters, he many times Cut off 
their Hands, or their Legs and Thighs ; fay- 
ing, The Example of a Criminal living mn that 
marner in . miſery,” xs of a greater Force, than 
be was kill d at a blow. A Party of the Auz- 
liaries, once in the Army under his Command, 
had without his knowledge ſurpriſed the.Sw 
mate, as they were lying careleſly upon the 
Banks of the Danube, X whom they killed 


Three Thouſand, and returned to their Cory 
again, with a great Booty. And as it ws 
their Centurions that had put them upon thy 
Acion , the Centurions expected to be + 
warded for it ; becauſe with a handful of Men 
they had killed ſuch a Number of the Ens 
my, whilſt the Tribunes and the other Off 


cers had negle&ted the Opportunity that ws 
offered. But for their Reward, he ordered 
them to be all taken, and, which is a thing 
without Example, crucihed like Slaves. He 
ſaid, It might bave happened, that the Enemy 
bad bad a Trick in it, and an Ambuſcade, which 
' would bave much refleed upon the Honour of th 
Roman Nawe. So a great Mutiny upon thi 
ariſing 1n the Army, he came unmediately 0 
them, and ſaid, Kill me, if you think fit, 
add that Fatt more to thus Corruption of Diſc 
plive Act which they were all appeaſed. He 
ſhew'd he did not fear them 3 and this made 
him to be feared by them : Which added ſuch 
Strength to the Diſcipling of the —— yl | 
rue 


E Vol.l. Avidius Caſſius. 162 | 
h. W ſtruck ſuch 4 Regard on the other fide into the | 
d, MW Enemy, that they came and begged of the | 
o- W Emperor Antorinus an Hundred Years Peace, | 
0 having had the Satisfation to ſee thoſe very | 
ay* WW Perſons who had gotten a Victory over them, | 
bat W condemned to Death, by the Judgment of the 

i WM Roman General himſelf ; becauſe without his 

w- BW permiffion, chey had without Orders gained 

od, WW char Vidtory. | 

Sar Many more of his Severities upon the. Sol- F 
the WW diers are to be'ſeen in eAmilius Parthenians ; 

lied WF he cauſed them to be beaten with Rods in che 

VN Wl Markets, and in the midſt of the Camp; he 


ws I cut oft their Heads, or many times their Hands. 

ts Wl He forbad them to carry any thing with them 

* WW in an Expedition, be{1de Bacon, Bisket, and 

Vin W Vinegar ; which if he found they cranſgrefled, 4 
ry he not a little puniſhed their Luxury. 


_ TY ———_— 


ALETTER from the Emperor 
Marcus Antoninus to the Lieute- 
nant of Syria, fays thus of him, 


— 


ſve given the Legions of Syria, which Cx- 

lonius VeRilianus ſays, that be found «ll in 
Hot Baths, diſſolved in Luxury, and living in all 
ws of Pleaſures, to the Command of Avidius 
Caffius, and I rhbink, I bave net done amiſs. 
know him a Man of the Severity and Diſc- 
and. Wh of the antient*Caffii; and to ſpeak truly 
Mt 2 without 
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without the Antient Diſcipline, the. Soldiers can. 
not be well governed. You remember that good 
Verſe of the Poet, 


Moribas antiquis res ſtat Romana virilis 


That «, the Cuſtoms of our Fore-fathers, and ſu 
Perſons as were in thoſe days, are the beſ# Sup 
ports of the Empire of Rome. Do you take car 
that there be ſufficient Proviſiens laid up for th 
ſaid Legions, and if ] am not miſtaken in \w 
dius Caflius, be 1s one that ill not let then 
be loſt. 


——_— 


The ANSWER of the Lieutenan 
to Marcus Antoninas was this. 


T well dope, Sir, that your Majeſty bath me 

ferred Caflius to the Command of the Legins 
of Syria. "For there is nothing ſo convenient, a 
& ſrwuere ſort of a Man for thoſe Grecianiſed $i 
diers, He will ftrip them of all their hot Baths 
and ſhake all their fine Flowers off of their Heads, 
their Necks, and their Boſoms, All the neceſſay 
Proviſions for the Legions are ready, and notbim 
will be wanting, ſo long as they have [o goods 
Commander over them, 
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5 Nor were they miſtaken in their Judgments 
od W which they had of Avidizs Caſſins. He im- 
mediately commanded the Soldiers to their 
reſpective Colours, and publiſhed an Order, 
that if any one of them was but ſeen at Daphne, 
he ſhould be caſhiered. Every Seventh Day 
> WI he examined their Arms, and Cloaths, and E- 
- WI quipages. He baniſhed all forts of Pleaſures 
= the Camp, and unleſs they corre&ed 
th WW their Manners, he aſſured them, they ſbould 
nl poſe the Winter there in their Tents ; which cer- 
wm WW ctainly had been done, if they had nor lived 
more ſoberly. He exerciſed the whols Body 
of them every Seventh Day at their Arrows 
— W:nd their Arms, Jt was @ miſerable thing, he 
ſud, that Wreſtlers, Huntſmen, and Gladiators 
Id be continually exerciſed, and not Soldiers ; 
to whom their Labours are always the leſs, after 
they are once accuſtomed to them. Thus corre- 
ang the Diſcipline of the Army, and order- 
ing all things well in Armenia, Arabia, and 
Feypt, he made bimlelt to be beloved by all the 
Eaſtern People, eſpecially by thoſe of Antioch x 
nlomuch, that that City conſented to his Af- 
lumption of the Empire, as Marius Maximmns 
lays in the Lite of Marcus Antoninus, who in 
his Second Book of the ſame Life ſays alſo, 
that when the Robbers of the Parts called Bu- 
alia in Egypt, had committed many Diſorders 
there, which were heavy upon that Kingdom, 
Y were reduced again under ſubje&tion by 
Caſſus. ; | 


Now this Caſſius ſet himſelf up in the Eft ng 
Neto be Emperor, ſome ſay by an Intrigue of {77 *%* 


M 3 Fanſtina, 
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Faxſtins, whio deſpairing of the long Lite of her 
Husband Mareus Antonimus, was In a lear, that 
ſhe alone ſhould not be 'able to protect her 
Infant-Children, and that ſomebody ſhould 
come upon the Throne, who would deſtroy 
them. But however this is, to take the Sol. 
dicrs and- the People off of their Love to 
Marcus Amoninus, in order to bring them to 
conſent to himſelf, Caſſius ſerved himſelt « 
an Artifice, which was, to give out, that 
Marcus was dead, and to qualify the Rege 
of his Loſs,,he mentioned him with the Re 
ſpect of one made a God. Then as Empe 
ror, he choſe himſelf a Captain of the Guard, 
and made one of his Sons Governour of the 
City of Alexandria, which Two were afte- 
wards both kill'd by the- Army, but at ws 
done againſt the Will, and without the Know: 
ledge of Marcus Anioninus ; who neither fel 
into any Paflion to hear of the News of the 
Rebeilion, nor ſought his Revenge upon the 
Children or Friends of Czſſius. The Senate 
declared him an Enemy, and confiſcated hs 
Eſtate, which Marcus Antoninus forbidding to 
be returned into his proper Coffers, 16 ms 
paid by the Order of the Senate into the pub- 


| lick Treaſury. Some pretended, which ſtruck 


a Terror into the City, that in the abſence df 
Antoninus, Avidius Caſſius, as he was entirely 
beloved by all, excepting the  looler ſort of 
People, would come to Keme, and expole it 
to Free-Plunder ; upon the Aceount of the 
Senatours eſpecially, who had declared hjm 
an Enciny, and confiſcated his Eſtate. 'l 
| che 
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the other hand, the Love of Antoninus him- 
ſelf to Ceſſius, appegred very much in this, that 
when he was killed, and every body, unleſs 
the Citizens of Armgioch were contented at it, 
he was not killed by the Command of him; 
for there is no doubt, but he would have 
ſpared him, if ic had beert in his Power fo to 


0. 

And when his Head was brought to him, 
he did not rejoyce, nor was he elevated at it 
at all, but on the contrary, he was very ſorry 
that he was deprived of an occaſion to ſhew 
his Mercy ; and ſaid, He would rather have 
bad him taken alive, to have convinced bim of 
bis Ingratitude, and then ſaved him, One ſaid, 
That Antoninus was to blame for being ſo fa- 
vuurable to bis Enemy, and to his Enemy's Priends 
end Children, and all bis adberemts: Adding, 
That if Caflins bad got the better, what then ? 
Antoninus anſwered, We have not ſo ſerved the 
Gods, nor [o lived, as that it ſhould be bis luck 
to Conquer us. Upon which he reckoned u 
all the Princes that had been killed, and faid, 
That there were Reaſons for which they bad de- 
ſerved it ; for ſcarce ever any good Prince bad been 
either killed or conquered by an Uſ[urper; for Nero 
deſerved it ; Caligula deſerved is ; Otho and 
Vitellius were not fit t0 rejgn. He thought as 
much of Galba for his Covetouſneſs, and ſaid, 
That Avarice in an Emperor is @ moſt bitter 
Fault, In fine, not Auguſtus Czſar, nor Tra- 
an, nor Hadrian, nor Antoninus Pius bis Fa- 
ther, could ever be ſurmounted by the, Rebols, 

ibs" they had many of — but it was the Re- 
A 4 


be!; 
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Clemency 
of Antoni- 
nus, 
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bels Fate to be deſtroyed, ſometime even withou 
the Knowledge, and contrary to the Will of thokfl , 
Princes. So he delired the Senate not -to anj: y 
madvert too ſeverely upon the Accomplices of 
the defetion of Caſſius, Wiſhing that no Se 
natour might be pur to Death in his Reign; 
which gained him an extraordinary deal « 
Love. Some few Centurions were puniſhed, 
and then as for others who were baniſhed, 
he ordered them to be re-called and pardonet 
them. 

He pardoned the Amticchians, who had 
firmly adhered to the Ulurpation of Cajju, 
together with other Cities that had afliſted him 
For tho? at the firſt he was very angry at the for 
mer,ſo as to take away their publick Games, an 
many other Ornaments of cheir Cicy, yet be Ml # 
afterward reſtored them to them again. He MW © 
beſtowed a Moiety of the Eſtate of Ca//ivs uy MW A 
on his Sans, and gave his Daughters thz Gold, ill © 
Silver; and Jewels. Alexandra, who was ons 
of them, and DF«entianus her Husband, had 
free Power from -him to go whither the 
would, and lived in the greateſt Security, not I 1% 
like the Pledges of an Ulurper, but the Chib 8 * 
dren of a Senatour. He forbad the Fortune Ii /« 
of their Houſe, ſo much as to be caſt in then ll + 
Teeth; and ſome who were rude to them up JW A 
on that Account, were by his Order proſecu 
ted and punithed for it, 


Hers 
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Here follows a Letter from the Em- 


peror Marcus. Antoninus to Fauſtina 
his Wife. 


gas formerly wrote the Truth to me con- 
cerning Avidius Caflius, when he ſaid, 
That he had a greedy Eye upon the Empire. 
For I ſuppoſe you have beard, what the Expreſſes 
bring of him. So come thou to Albano, that we 
may conſider together of Matters by the Will of 
the Gods, and fear nothing. + 


Thus obviates what Marius Maximus lays of 
Fauſtina, who deliring to defame her, makes 
her acceſfary to the Ulurpation of Caſſius. Her 
Anſwer in which ſhe preſſes him to be very 
frere was this. 
gin come ſtrait to Albano, t1 morrow, as you 

command, However, I now adviſe, that if 
you love your Children, you would proſecute this 
Rebellion moſt ſeverely : And you may afſare your. 
ſelf, that unleſs you oppreſs them, they will you. 


Another Letter of Fauſtina to Marcus 
Antoninus upon the ſame Subje. 


Y Mother Fauſtina, im the time of the 
Defettion of Celſus, adviſed your Father 
ber Huhand Antoninus Pius, that be ſhould fir{# 
ſew his kindneſs to his own Family, and next 
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to Others, Becauſe be cannot be a good Pring 
who does not take care of bis Wife: and Childra, 
Tow ſee what Age our Son Commodus is 
Pompeianus your Son-in-Law is already Ol] 
and a Stranger. Mind what you do about Ayj. 
dius Caflius and his Aſſociates. Do not ſpare Me 
| who have not ſpared you, and who if they bal 
conquered, would neither bave ſpared me, m 
our Children. I ſhall follow you'in your Journ 
quickly. T could not come to Formiz, becanſeon 
Fadilla 5s Sick. But though I find you nt « 
Formiz, 1 hall overtake you at Capua, whit 
City may do good both to me and our Children a 
our Healths. TI deſire you to diſpatch Soterids 
the Phyſician to Formiaz. I cannot truft to Pil- 
theus; he knows not what Phyſick to groe t1 
Joung Girl, Ireceiy'd your Letter, which you [a 
by Calphurnius, and I ſhall anſwer it, if I ft, 
by Czcilius the old Eunuch, a truſty Man whin 
gou know, and by whom 1 will ſend you an« 
count by Word of Mouth, what the Wife of Avi 
dius Caſlius, and Son, and Son-in Law, are ne 
ported to ſay of you. 
By theſe Letters, one may ſee that Fauſtms 
was not at all Privy to the Enterpriſe of Caſs, 
upon whom ſhe 1s ſo ſevere. What Antmms 
writ to her again, the following Letter ſhew 
us 


IS 


You, it w true, my Fauſtina, Adviſe wen 
well in your love to your Husband and Children 
1 bave Read your Letter, in which you deſire me 
fo proſecute the Accomplices of Caflius. But j8 
I ſhall ſpare bis Children, Son in: Law, and 

Wife, and write to'the Senate to be Favourable 

: . ſo 
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ſo 


VoLL Avidius Caſhius: 


10 all the Party. For there 1s not any thing. that 
more recommends & Roman Emperour to all the 
World, than Clemency. This made Czlar 4 God. 
This Conſecrated Auguſtuss Tha particularly 
adorned your Father with the Title of Pious. In 
a word, if they bad gone according to the jndg- 
ment of my "Advice upon the War, not ſo much 
& Caſlius ſhould bawe been killed. So be then 


ſatufied, The Gods protet} me: my Piety «. 


pleaſing to the Gods, I bave declared our Pom» 
peianus, Conſul for the next year. This is what 
Antoninus writ to his Wite. 

Now let us ſee what an Oration, upon this 
occaſion, he ſent to the Senate. A part of it 
1s thus. 

Fathers of the Senate ; you hawe now my Son- 
i»Law to be your Conſul : I ſay, Pompeianus; 
whoſe Age bAd long ago been rewarded with that 
Office, but that other extraordinary Men have 
mterwvened, to whom it was juſt to pay the Honour, 
that the State hath owed them, Now as for what 
concerns the Defettion of Caflius, I beg and con- 
jure yow Fathers of the Senate, that you would 
continue to me, nay to your ſelves, the Charatter 
of Piety and Clemency, and let the Senate put none 
to death, Let wot one member of the Senate be 
put to death, nor the blood be [pilt of any onethat 
w Noble. Let the baniſhed return, and the Pro- 
ſcribed receive their Eſtates, I wiſh I could raiſe 
even the dread tolife again. For Revenge « never 
good in an Emperor, it appearsill in his own Cau, 
let it be never ſo juſt. You will give a Pardon 
Iberefore to the Children of Avidius Caflius, bs 
So-in-Law, and bu Wife, But why do I ſay 


Pardon, 
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Pardon, when they bave committed nothing ? Ly 
them live in ſafety, knowing that they live under 
the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. Let them en. 
joy the Patrimony of their Parents, which hath 
in part been already granted to them. Let them 
have the Gold, the Silver, and the Wardrobe. Lt 
them be rich. Let them be ſafe. Let them haw 
their full Liberty, and in the ſight of all Peopl, 
Let them be as ſo many inſtances of mine, and in. 
ſtances of your Clemency, Nor u this ſuch a preat 
Grace, Fathers of the Senate, to grant a Pardn 
to the Wives and Children of we 1 Proſcribed: 
I do further deſire of you, that ſuch of the St- 
natorian, and Fqueſtrian Orders, as have bim 
Accomplices im this Defettion, be Protetted alſo by 
your Autbgrity from Murder, from Proſcription, 
from Fear, from Infamy, from Envy, and fron 
all kind of Injury ; and that you alloÞ this Honow 
to my Reign, that none upon theſe accounts ar 
killed in it, but who only in the very Tumults art 
killed. 

This great Clemency of his was followed 


* by the Senate, with theſe Acclamations. The 


Gods preſerve Antoninus the Pious, the Guds 
ſave Antoninus the Merciful. O Antoninus 
the Merciful! the Gods ſave you. . Your Maje 
ſty hath refuſed to do what you very well might 
have done : we bave done but what became us. 
Make Commodus, your Son, Emperor with you. 
Strengthen your Race. See that your Children 
are ſafe. No Force can touch a good Reign. We 
beg the Tribunitian Power for Commodus An- 
toninus. We beg the Preſence of your Majeſt) 
with us. We Congratulate you for your PR 

IL 
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phy, your Patience, your Learning, your Nobility, 
your Innocquce. You conquen your Foes, You ſur- 
mount. your Enemies. The Gods [ave you. 

So the Poſterity of Avidins Caſſies lived in 
Gafety., and were admitted unto Honours, till * 
Commodus Ant oninus {ucceeded after the Death 
of his Father, and then commanded them all 
to be burnt alive, as much as if he had ſurpri- 
ſed them in the very At of ſome Treaſon. 

This then 1s what we have found concer- 
ning Avidiue Caſſine, who in his Temper was* 
always various, but more eſpecially propenſe 
to Corretion and Cruelty : But yet if he had 
carried the Empire, he would have been flatter- 
ed with the Name of not only of a Gracious, 
butan Uſeful, and an Excellent Prince. 


— ——— 
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A Letter to his Son-in-Law, which 
he writ in the time, that he acted 
the Emperot, is in part as follpws. 


[Jr State! How miſerably does it ſuffer 
under the Power of the Rich, and Men thirſt- 
ing to be ſo? Marcus ss an excellent Perſon truly ; 
who to get himſelf the Title of Merciful, ſuffers 
theſe to lvve, whoſe Lives he condemns at the ſame 
time! Where'is now that Lucius Cafſius, whoſe 
Name I bear, tho' 1 am unworthy of it * Where 
is that Marcus Cato, the Cenſor ? Where is all the 
Diſcipline of our Fore fathers, which decayed long 
ago, but now is not ſo much as acked for? Marcus 
Antoninus Pbiloſophiſes, and Diſputes about Cle- 


mency 
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mency and the Soul, to Tuſtice and Honeſty ; and y. 
wer thinks of the State You ſee there ts qeed of af, 
were Hand, to reduce things to the Condition thy 
were in in antient Times. For my part, 1 wiſh 1 
* thoſe Preſidents of the Provixces, all the Chaſti|, 
mer:t that they deſerve. What can T1 think then 
Proconſuls, or think them Preſidents, who ling, 4 
if the Provinces were given them by the Seay, 
and by Marcus the Emperor, only to be Luxurim 
in, and to pet to be Rich? Yow bave heard | 
*zhe Captain of the Guards to our Philoſopher. th 
who three Days before was a Beggar, and a ju 
Rat, is now become @ rich Man on 4 ſuddn, 
From whence, 1 pray, but out» of the Bowel: « 
the State, and the Fortunes of the People of the Pr. 
vinces? Well, let them be Rich, ket them be Wul. 
thy, they will ſo much the more exmrich the pub 
Tick Coffers. The Gods favour only a honeſt Cau(: 
and the Friends of Caflius ſhall reſtore the Empire, 


F74 


| This Letter very well ſhews, what a ſtrid& for 
of an Egzperor Cafſims would have made, if be 


had reigned. 
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ELIUS LAMPRIDIUS: 
Addreſled.to the 


EMPEROR 
DIOCLESTAN. 


S for what concerns the Family of 5% Ex- 
'Y Commodus Antowinus, we have ſpoken _—_ 
ſufficiently already upon that Head in 
the Life of his Father Marczs. He 
Nas born at Levine, the Day before the Ca- 
ends of September -under the Conſulſhips of 
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his Father and his Uncle. It is ſaid, his Grand. 
father by his Mother's ſide had been formerly 
born at the' ſame place. When Fauſtina wy 
big of him, ſhe dreamt, She ſhould be brought, 
fo Bed of two Serpents, but that one 'of them wy 
wore Fygree than the other. So ſhe was brought 
to Bed of Commodus and Antoninus, at one 
Birth ; the latter died at four Years of Ag, 
and yet the Mathematicians had promiſedqin 
by his Stars, an equal Fortune and Life wit 
Commodes. 

Marcus Axtoninus educated Commodus as well, 
according to his own Precepts, as to thole & 
the great and the beſt Men, Oreſicritus ms 
his Maſter in the Greek ; Capella Antiſtins 
the Latin, and Atteius San&ns in Rhetorick 
But as many Maſters as he had in.thg good Mo 
Arts, they ſhgnified nothing to him ; Whether Ml 
the Fault was in his natural Genius, or in thol: 
who had the Conduct of his Youth at the 
Court. For from a Boy, he was Naught, Fl. 
thy, Cruel, Lewd without Shame 3 at the ſame 
time, Excellent at things not belonging to the 
Quality of ag Emperor, as Glaſs-making, Dan- 
cing, dinging, Playing upon the Pipe; a Buk 
foon, and a Gladiator in Perſe&tions He gave 
an early mark of his Cruelty at Ciwvita Vecebia, 
in the Twelfch Year of his Age ; when Bu: 
thing, and the Water happening to be a lit: 
too hot, he commanded his Servant to take Wcr 
the Man that attended the Bath, and throw Wi 
him into the Furnace : In whole ſtead, the Ser MTo 
vant threw in a Sheep-skin, which he did, toWun 
make him believe, that it was indeed the ot 
Bagnio 
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Ml Bagnio man, by the filthineſs of the Stench. 
v MW He had the Title of Cz/ar given him, when a 
« Ml Boy, together with Verus, a Brother of his ; 
Ml 2nd in his Fourteenth Year, he was entred in- 
tothe College of the Prieſts. 
He was declared Prince of the Roman Youth, 
at the ſame time that he pat on the Man's, 
that is, the Roman Gown ; before which, he 
hadalready given a Largefs co the People. He 
put on that Gown upon the Nones of Fuly, 
the Day that Romulus died, and the Year that 
Caſſius revolred from Marcus Antoninuss He 
went with his Father into Syria and Egypr, 
and returned with him again back to Rome. 
Then by a Diſpenſation ot the Law, as to his 
Age, he was made Conſul; and upon the Fitch 
of the Calends of December, under the Con- 
(ſhips of Polio and Aper, he was declared Em- He #t 4. 
peror 1 Conjunction with his Father, and tri. </4reaEm- 
unphed with him; the Senate having de- datwngy 
creed it fo to his Honour. He went with his © 
Father to the German War: But as for ſuch 
& the Officers of his Court, and of his At- 
tendants, as were Perſons ot Virtue, he could 
never endure them. Allthe worſt ſort of Men 
: gladly kept in his Service; and if they were 
removed from him, he was fick till he had 
nem again. Hence he made a Tavein and His De- 
x Bawdy houſe continually of the Court, ne- #auchery. 
er ſparing for Coſt or Modeſty ; playing at 
ow Mice, and hiring the lewd Women of the 
et Wlown, which were any thing pretty, zo be with 
to Wpum, co make a Sport with in all manner 
08 Wot Debauchery, Sometimes he went about 
10 N the 
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the Markets with ſmall Wares like a Pedly; 
ſometimes he was a Horſe-Merchant, ſons iſ 
times he drove his own Chariots in the Coal 
men's Cloaths. He eat and drank with Gl 
dietors, pimped to the Whores with Waſts 
and appeared to be born rather for the mf 


infamous uſes, than for that Place unto whig 
Fortune raiſed him. 

He turned off at his poary Þ= the Empir, 
his Father's old Servants, and his old Frienk 
And one day he made an attempt upon the 
Modeſty of a Son of Salvius Fulianas, wy 
was one of his Commanders, But being r 
pulſed, he ever after ſtuck upon the $kirts 
his Father. All the beſt fort of Men ab 
the Court were turned away, either 'in & 
grace, or by removing them td other placy 
which were unworthy of them. The Mimid 
repreſented him, as a Burdaſh, for which | 
preſently baniſhed them. He quitted the Wx 
which his Father had almoſt finiſhed, at 
| #-:2ar to the Enemy every thing that thy 

efired, and then came to Rome ; where whe 
he triumphed, he had one Soaterms in the Ch 
riot with him at his back, to whom he mu 
times turned: about, and kiſſed him publickh 
and fo he did in the Cirque. In the Evenngif®® 
he gave himſelf the Liberty to run up ani 
down to the Taverns and the Bawdy-houſes; 
made Men Governours of the Provinces, Wy 
were either the Companions of his Cnme 
or recommended by as ill as thoſe that wer 
which brought him ſo much on the one hat 
into the hatred, and on the other into't 
Contemp 
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teempt of the Senate, that he ſet himſelf in 
Revenge upon the deſtrution of that great 
der. 
4 fine, the Cruelty of Commodus was a 
thing that moved Quadratus and Lucilla to en- 
ter into a Conſpiracy to kill him, not without 
the privity of 7arruntinus Paternus the Captain 
of the Guards, The care of giving him the 
fatal Blow, was committed to Claudins Pompeia- 
ws his Kinſman ; who going in to him with 
2 Ponyard, prepared for that purpoſe, as he 
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firſt ico theſe Words, The Senate ſends you this ; 
whereby detecting his Deſign too ſoon, he 
failed .co accompliſh it, the Company takin 

" Mithe Part of Commodus. Upon this in the fir 

 Wplace, Pompeianns and Lyedratus, were put to 
Death 5; then Norbena, and Norbanus, with Pa- 
als: and his Mother ; and Lucile was baniſh. 
ed. Another Reaſon of Commoda:s his falling 
nto ſo great an odium, being upon the Ac- 
count of Savterus, whoſe Power the People of 
Rime could' not brook ; the Captains of the 
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ourt, under the colour of going to afliſt at 
lome Sacrifice, and as he was returning back 
?zain, their Spies (chat they had ſet) fell up- 
n him, and killed him. This was worſe taken 
oy Commeds:, than the Conſpiracy that had 

xen form'd againſt himſelf ; and looking up- 
n Tarruntinus Paternus to be the Author of 
as he was, and privy alfo to the intended 
FAilaſſination of his own Perſon, he firſt re- 
mofooved him from Iis Place _ Power of Cap- 

Z £amn} 
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uards very civilly drew this Man out of the. 
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had his Opportunity to ſtrike, he broke out 


A Conſps- 
ranſth 

ainſt him 
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' in Publick, nor ſuffer himſelf to be ſpoke 
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governs 


all. 
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tain of the Guards, by the way of doing hin 
the Honour-'to' make him a Senatour, ( becau{z 
theſe two Places were then inconliſtent with 
one another) and in a few days after, þ! 
charged him, not only with the ſaid Conſy, 
racy, but with promifing his Daughter in mar 
riage to.the Son of Fulianus, in order as he 

retended, that the Empire ſhould be tra 
Red upon FJulianus. So both Paternuz, and 
Fulianus, and Vitravius Secundus, who wa 
particular Friend of Paternus, and who nz 
one of the Secretaries to Commodus, were pu 
to Death. All the Houſe of the Quintilii wer 
extinguiſhed, except Sextus the Son of Conds Ml 
mus Quimilius who paſſed under the notiond 
being dead. Viuraſia Fauftina, Velius Rufus, an 
Fegnatius Capito were put to Death ; the ſatt 
4 which had been a Conſul. The Conkw 


c 

( 

e/AEmilius Funttus, and Attilius Severus werl® 

baniſhed, and many others were ſeverely treW® 
ed in divers ways. 

Commodaus did not fo eafily appear after thi 1 

CG 


with upon any Buſineſs, but what was f 
referred to Perennzs ; who knowing very We 
the Inclinations of his Maſter, took the 0! 
portunity which was now in his hands, toi 
grandize his own Perſon. He perſuaded 
wedws, that he had nothing to do, but to paf 

fre lis Pleatures, while 'he took care of ulſ*2 
Afﬀaits of the State, to which Commoudas C 
ſ-nted without Difficulty, So Commods WF" 
ving with his Three Hundred Concubines, 
the handlomeſt he could gee of the Lact 
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and the Miſtreſſes of the Town, and with 
Three Hundred other Bardaccis's which he 
had colle&ted indifferently out of the Flebeians 
and the Gentry by their Beauties, paſſed his 
time in Revels, and in Feaſts, 2nd the Baths ; 
ſometimes he butchered the Sacrihces himſelf, 
in the ſtead of the Sacrificator, whoſe Office 
that was ; ſometimes he fought upon the pub- 
lick Stage with the Gladiators at Foils, and 
ſometimes at home with own Servants at 
ſharps. Perennis was the Miniſter in the mean 
time that did every thing. Whom he world, he 
put to Death; others he plundered. He ſub- 
verted all the Laws, and whatever he took, he- 
tit into his own Pocket. As for Commodlers, 


of his own Siſters, and Jay with a Couſin- 
Gerraan of his Fathers, and gave the Names 
f his Mother and of his own Wife to one 
of his Concubines ; which Lady he afterwards 
ing great with another Man, he turned her 
 I.Woff, baniſhed her, and then kjlled her. Yet 
he hath other times commanded his -own 
Concubines to be enjoyed by others in his 
Mlzht; nor was he without the moſt ſcandalous 
Mule of Boys. He corrupted himſelf with both 
the Sexes, in every part of his Body, even to 
bis Mouth. Claudius Pompeianus, whole Son 
Mad gone into the Chamber to him with the 
MWPoinyard, was ſer upon, as if it were by 
Thieves at this time, and killed, Many other 
W>aators were, without Law or Judgment up- 
onthem, executed, and ſome rich Eadies. Q- 


N 3 thers 


e firſt raviſhed, and then killed his Siſter. His 1 
Lxcila, He violated in like manner the reſt. c:-. 
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thers in the Provinces were for their Riche, 
firſt falſly accuſed, then plundered or killed 
And if they wanted a Crime to faſten upon 
them, it was enough to ſay, that they had re. 
fuſed to affign the Inheritance of their Eſtate 
to the Emperor. 

The Afﬀairs of Sarmatia about this time 
paſſed very well, which Perexnis attributed to 
the Condua of his Son there, when indeed 
the Honour of it was due to the other Com: 

Perennis manders. But at laſt this Perewnis, who wy 
flain. fo Omnipotent in the Government, haviny 
diſplaced ſome Senatours to put in others who 

were of the Equeſtrian Order, to comman 

in the Army that ſerved in the War 1n Gr« 

Britain ; and the thing being remonſtrated + 

gainſt by their Deputies, he was on a ſudda 
declared an Enemy of the Army, and del 

vered up to be torn in pieces by the Soldien; 

and Cleander, one of the Officers of the Bed 
Chamber, was appointed to ſucceed in hi 

place. Then after the Death of Perennis and 

his Son, who was alſo killed, Commodus it 

ſcinded ſeveral of his As, as if chey had nt 

been done by his Order, and as if he was 
eſtabliſhing all things in their firſt Eſtate 

But he could not hold on this ſhew and pv 

tence of Repentance above Thircy Dayz; 

8 committing worſe things afterwards by tht 
Cleander Miniſtry of Cleander, than he had before by 
ſucceeds that of Perennis. It was in his Miniſtry onh 
a -— M:- that Cleander had ſucceeded to Perewnis, Fot 
”* as for his Place of Captain of the Guark 
Niger had that, and poſſefſed it, they lay, 9 
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fx hours: For the Captains of the Guards 
led B were changed daily and hourly ; Commedus 
on @ carrying himſelf in every thing now, worſe 
re- @ than he had done before. Martins Quartas 
tes WM was Captain of the Guards five Days ; the 
reſt that followed aſter him, were either re- 
me WM tained or put to Death at the Pleaſure of 
to WM Cleander ; by whoſe Authority, manumitted 
26d WW Slaves were brought into the Senate, and made 
m- MW Patricians, We had then Five and Twenty 
"« WM Conſuls in One Year, which was never known 
ins MW before, The Governments of ail the Provinces 
who WH were ſold. For Cleander made a Sale of every 
thing for Money. He re-called what Exiles 
he pleaſed, and put them into Offices, and re- 
ſcinded the Acts of the Courts. He prevailed 
ſo much over the Weakneſs of Commodas, that 
when Byrrbus, who was Commodus's Siſter's 
Husband, took the Liberty to blame his Mi- 
niſtry, and to tell Commodus what had been 

, he made no more, but charged him 
with High-Treaſon in Revenge for it, upon 
which he put him to Death, and many others 
with him, who had ſtood in the Defence of 

im, Amonglt the reſt was e/Ebutianus the 
Captain of the Guards, in whoſe place Cleas- 
&r himſelf ſucceeded in Conjun&ion with 
Two others of his own nomination 5 which 
mas the firſt time that there were Three Cap- 
tains of the Guards together, and one of thoſe 
Was a late Slave made free. 

But at length Cleander alſo met with that 
end that his Life deſerved. For having by 
Treachery, and upon falſe Accuſations, con» 

N 4 demned 
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demned and put to Death Arrivs Antoninuz, 


the Proconſul of 4/is, in favour of Atallw, 
at which the People were fo incenſed, that 
Commodaus could not ſuſtain the Envy that it 
had brought upon him ; he was delivered uy 
as a Sacrifice to the People, and Apolaufu 
and others of his Creatures about. the Court, 
were killed with him. Amongſt other thing 
that he had done, he gave. himſelf the Liber 
ty to uſe his Maſter's own Concubines, b 
whom he had Children, who after his Death 
were killed, together with their Mothers, Hy 
Succeſſours were Fulianins and Regil/us, whi 
were afterwards alſo killed by Commodus. The 
ſame Fate befel Servilius and Duillius, with al 
that belonged to them. Then he killed Anti 
Lupus, Petronius Mamertinus, Suras, and Ant 
ninus, who was his Siſter's Son by Mamertmnu, 
Then he pur to Death fix others at once, who 
had all been Conſuls, to wit, Allius Fuſcus, Celm 
Felix, Luceius Torquatus, Lartius Euripianus, Vs 
kerius Baſſianus, and Pattumeius Mapnus, togetItt 
rvith all thoſe that belonged to them. ln 
Aſia he put to Death Sulpitius Craſſus, the Pros 
conſul ; Fulius Proculus, and Claudius Lucan, 
a Conſul. He put to Death Fau/tina Annis, 
his Father's Couſin-German in Achaie, and an 
infinite Number of others, He had marked 
out Fourteen others ready for the Slaughter, 
then when his own time came, and when 
the Roman Empire with all its Power was n0 
longer able to ſuſtain his Weight, 
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| Now whilſt theſe things paſt, the Senate in 
ſecret Deriſfion of him, upon his making his 
Mother's Gallant a Conſul, called him the 


- _— 


Perennis, they called him the Happy Commodus. 
GS this Pious, this Happy Commodss, to add to 
the many Murders that he had committed dai: 
ly, as if he was a New $yla, contrived and 
invented a Plot upon himſelf, for an occaſion 
fill of Murdering more. By flattery they ſti- 
[.d him Iikewiſe, Conquerour of the Britains, 
when the Britains would have ſet up an Em- 
peror againſt him. They called him the Ro- 
man Hercules, becauſe he had ſlain Wild Beaſts 
in the Amphitheatre at Leavinia;, which was 
2 common Exploit with him. He arrived to 
that degree of Vanity, that he would have 
the City of Rome to be called the Colony of 
Commedus ; which was a thing that he was 
t upon amidſt his Gallantries with Meartia 
5 Miſtreſs. He drove in Perſon the Cha- 
nots in the Races in the Cirque, He ap- 
pzared 1n publick in a- Dalmatick, which is 
an effeminate» Habit, and gave the Signal to 
the Chariots to ſtart, When he ſignified his 
Pleaſure to the Senate about New Naming 
the City of Rome, Colonia Commodiana, they 
pretended, not only willingly to accept the 
Propoſition, but called by derifton their own 
Aſſembly, the Houſe of Commodus, and him 
nothing leſs than a Hercules and a God. 

He once pretended, that he would make a 
Voyage into Africa; but it was for no other 
# nd, than under tha pretence, he might exaft 
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Piows Commodus; and when he had cut off Commo- 


dus flat- 
ter'd by 
the Se* 


nate. 


136 The Life and Reign of the Val, 


Money for his Charges, as he did, and ſpent 
it when he had done, in Feaſting and Gaming, 
He poyſoned Metilenws, a Captain of the Guarl 
with a Fig. He had his Statues ſet up in the 
Habit of a Hercules, and they ſacrificed to him 
His as to a God. He obſerved the Sacrifices of 1j, 
ftirange inſomuch, that he ſhaved his Head, and bore 
Pranks. the Image of Anubis upon his Shoulders abou 
the City. He obliged the Prieſts of Bellow, 
out of a Spirit of cruelty, really, to cut and 
ſlaſh their Arms ; and the Prieſts of 1/s, to bex 
theirBreaſts with Pines, in earneſt, till they hal 
; almoſt killed themſelves. As he afliſted at the 
| carrying about of the Image of Anubs, he di 
verted Fimſelf with giving the Prieſts now and 
then, a good knock with the Head of it. Oli 
Men that were lame and weak that they could 
J not walk, he took, and dreſſed them up ſo, that 
[| with the Clouts and Patches which he pur about 
J them, they looked like ſo many Dragons, and 
| then he made it his Sport to ſhoot them through 
with Darts. He polluted the Sacrifices of the 
Sun with real Homicides ; whereas what at & 
ther times is uſed to be ſaid or acted there of 

| that kind, 1s only a Matter of Shew. 
| | From an Infant, he was ravenous and diſſe 
lute ; he debauched all forts of Perſons that 
came about him; and if any dared to deride 
him, he caſt them to the Wild Beaſts, He dd 
this to one who had but read to him the Life of 
(, Calign/a out of Suetoniue, becaule it appeared, 
| that he and Caligula were born upon the ſame 
day. If any one had happened to ſay, Would 
I was dead, he put him to death at his = 
wAnetag 
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whether he would or no. Hewas a pernicious 
Man in his Jeſts. He ſlaſhed open a fat Man 
croſs the Belly, for the Curioſity to fee in an 
inſtant his great Guts, When he had cutoff 
2Leg of any one, he ſaid, He war now of the 
Nation of the Monopodn; and when he had 
cut out an Eye, he called him Lu/cimias ( a 
Nightingal ) by an alluſion to the word Luſcas, 
which ſignifies one-eyed. He murdered many 
in a way of gayety in places up and down; 
ſometimes becauſe he met them ill drefſea, ſfome- 
times on the contrary, becauſe they lookt no- 
ble and handſome. He was pleaſed with Men 
of obſcene Names, and often kiſſed them. He 
had one Man with him called Oz», who ex- 
ceeding in a private Part,the meaſure of almoſt 
any Animal, he was extremely dear and kind 
tohim, and preferred him to be the Ruler over 
the Prieſts of Hercules Ruſticws. 

With humane ordure ic is ſaid, he defi- 
led often his beſt Diſhes of Meat, and then 
pleaſed himſelf in drawing in the Company to 
eat of them. He puſht Fulianws a Captain of 
the Guards, into a Pond in his Cloaths, as he 
Was waiting ; and at another time he comman- 
ded him to Dance naked before his Concu- 
bines, playing upon a Cymbal, with his Face 
disfigured. He ſeldom was withourt all ſorts of 
Beans, Peaſe and Pulſe-meats at his Table, for 
the benefit of their provocativeneſs. He bathed 
ſeven or eight times a day,and fometimes eat in 
the very Baths. He polluted the Temples of the 
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times he pretended to play the Surgeon, and 


to 


Gods with Whoredoms, and Murders ; ſome- 
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to let Blood : but then he cut off an Ear, or 
a Noſe, with the Inſtruments. The Months 
of the Year were new-named by his Flatter. 
ers, according as he was pleaſed to have them, 
Auguſt was called Commodus, September was 
called Auguſt, Offober was called Hercules, Ne. 
vember was called Invincible, December was 
called Exuperatorius, and Fanuary Amazonius: 
which laſt Title was one that was occaſioned 
by his Concubine Martia ; whom he fell in 
love with, by ſeeing her pictured in the drek 
of an Amazon; for which reaſon he ſome 
times alſoappear'd in the Amphitheatre himſfelt+ 
in an Amazonian Dreſs. He entred the Liſt 
with the Gladiators, and hath been as much 
pleasd to be huzza'd by the Mob upon thoſe 
times, as if he had received a Triumph. He 
practiſed the Weapons in the Common: School, 
where the Gladiators learn them. Every time 


that he PR ordered it co be entred up 


on the Publick Retords; and in all, its 
ſaid, he Fought ſeven hundred and thirty five 
times. _ 

He was. created the Ce/ar, the fourth of 
the Ides of Ofober, under the Conſulſhips of 
Pudens and Pollio.. He received ths honour of 
the Title of Conqueror of ths Germans upon 
the ſame Ides, 'in the Conſulihips of Maximu 
and Orphites;, -He paſt into- the Colleges of 
the Prieſts upan the thirteen:h of the Calends 
of November, when Piſo and Fulianus were 
Conſuls, He went into Germany , the 14. 
of the Galends of Fune (which Month he at 
terwards called -e/£/iw:) under the Conſulſhip 
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of the ſame Perſons. He put on the Roman 
Gown, and was declared Emperor in Con- 
junction with his Father, the fifth of the Ca- 
lends of December, when Pollio and Aper were 
Conſuls, which was then the ſecond Conſul- 
ſhip of Pollio. He triumphed upon the tenth 
of the Calends of Fanuary, the ſame Perſons 
being Conſuls. He went his ſecond Journey 
into Germany, the third of the Nones of A- 
guſt, when Orphitus and Reffus were Conſuls, 
And as he was thinking upon a third Expedi- 
tion, the Senate and the People of Rome de- 
tained him from it. Together with theſe things, 
it is upon Record, that he fought in Publick 
before his Father died, three hundred f1xty and 
five times He*did it again fo often after- 
wards, and ſtill with ſucceſs, that he ſubſcribed 
himſelf the Conqueror of a thouſand Gladia- 
tm, He killed many Thouſands of wild 
Beaſts of. divers ſorts with his own hand, a- 
mongſt the reſt Elephants; and this he did 
ofcen, in the ſight of all the People of Rome. 


In all theſe things as vigorous as he was, His great | 
he had yet a Rupture in his Scrotum, ſo large Strength. 


that one might diſcern 1t through his Silks. 
Many Verſes were made upon him, which May 
rius Maximus hath Colle&ted with care. His 
Rrength in killing the wild Beaſts was ſuch, 
that at once he hath ſtruck an Elephant thro' 
with his Spear, and pierced the Horn of a 
wild Goat with his Lance, and killed thouſands 
of great wild Beaſts, one after another, ar a 
blow. He came tothe Theatre and Amphi- 
theatre often in Women's Cloaths, in _ 
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he impudently called for Wine, and drank i; 
the ſight of all the Company. It was thy 
that he paſt his time, whilſt his Lieutenang 
1broad overcame the Moors and the Dae 
and compoled the Troubles of Pemmonia. Fo 
the Provinces of Great Britain, Germany and 
Dacia, had endeavoured to reje the Yoak o 
his Empire: but his Lieutenants quieted then, 

His Neg- He did not care to trouble himſelf ſo much x 

bgence. tofſubſcribe his Diſpatches, In many of whig 
he uſed the ſame form ; and in ſeveral of hy 
Letters all that he writ was the word Fm 
wel. 

By this ſort of Negligence, and with the 
waſte of Proviſions together, which was mat 
by thoſe who were in Power under him, then 
aroſe a great ſcarcity at Rome, in a year thi 
was not itſelf unfruitful, So upon this, I! 
put ſeveral that had made that waſte,to Del 
and Confiſcated their Eſtates. Then he 
ſened the Prices of things ; but that made tel 
Scarcity ſtill greater. Many in his time bough 
off another's Puniſhment, and purchaſed ther 
own ſafety with Money. He made Money 

Commutations of one Puniſhmenc for 
another, and by the Sepultures of the dead 
and by putting to death ſome in others ſtead 
He ſold the Governments of the Provincs; 

art of the Money going to thoſe by whon 
he fold them, and part to himſelf: He ſold to 
ſome Perſons the Maſſacre of thoſe they 
hated : and by his example, his Servants made 
a Sale of the Juſtice of the Courts. He did 
not long continue either Paternus or Perenns, 
Captains 
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Captains of the Guards, Neither did any of 
10S their Succeſſors, keep in ſo long as three en- 
hy tire years under him : becauſe he diſpatched 
nc them either with Poyſon, or the Sword : and 
4 with the ſame gil he chang'd the Go- 


For yernors of the City of Rome. - 
; He made nothing of purting to death the 
«Officers of his Houſbold, though they were 
"i Men who had been uſed co adviſe him in all 
Nd things. One of them, by name El&m or 
k e/Elins Leatns, perceiving this, reſolved to be 
before Hand with him, and ſo engaged with 
the Party that Conſpiced to his death. Beſides, 
he had this Cuſtom with him, that every 
thing he did, though never ſo Baſe, Impure, 
Cruel, Gladiator, or Pimp-like, he order'd 
itto be entred upon the Records of the City. 
One day fighting as a Gladiator, and fancy- 
ing that the People derided him, he had given 
Orders to Maſſacre them all upon the place, 
and burn the City : which had been Executed 
but that the Captain of the Guards deterred 
him from it; He hath been called fix hundred 
times by the name of Patus, that is, the name 
of the Chief of the Gladiators ; and tri- 
umphed ia 1t. 
The Prodigies that attended his Reign, whe- 
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mind to be gone» An exceflive heat of Wea- 
ther. On the Calends of Fanuary a great 
darkneſs on a ſudden covered the Cirque. 
- YOminous Birds came in the night, He re- 
moved 
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ther Publick or Private ones, were theſe. A Prodigies 
Comet appear'd. The Statues of the Gods in 7 +»: 
the Forum moved their Feet, as if they had a *#2"- 
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| He 1s 
Ml [iain. 


ſonages 


 Gowns,but in ſuch other Coats as they ordins 


of one with whom he was ule 

for Exerciſe. 
His Per- 
heavy ſottiſh ſort of a Look, no fine Diſcourls, 
yellow Hair, which he uſed Art with to mak 
it ſhi]l yellower : his Beard he took off hin 
ſelf, for fear of truſting to a Barber. Both 
the Senate and the People delird to have him 
drag'd, and thrown into the Tyber : but Per 
tmax buried him in the Sepulchre of Hs 


drian, 
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moved out of the Palace ; becauſe, he ſaid, 
he could not poffibly ſleep there, unto a Houle 
upon Mount Czlius. The Temple of 7am 
opened of it ſelf, and the Marble Image of 
| Anubss appeared to move. The Brazen Statue 
of Hercules, which is at one of the Gates o 
Rome, Sweat for ſeveral days. An Owl x 
peared over his Bed-chamber, both at Raw 
and at Lavinia, He obliged Perſons to cone 
to the Games of the Gladiators, not 1n ther 


rily were at Funerals, and preſided ar then 
himſelf dreſſed in Black. His Helmet fell of 
of his Head twice at the Gate cajled the Gat 
of Death, through which the dead are cas 
ried out of the City. 

At length, although too too late, Lumts 
e/Elius Letus the Captain of the 'Guards, and 
Martia, one of the Concubines of Commudu, 
entred upon a Conſpiracy to kill him, They 
firſt gave him Poyſon ; but that operating in- 
efteRually, they ſtrangled him by the Hand 
to Wreltl 


He was of a juſt fize and mag of Body, a 


mn. o©@, @@ a. "— P———— 


There 
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There are no Works of his extant, befides 
the Baths, which Cleander built in his name. 
He did not ſo much as perfe&t thoſe of his 
Father. Where he had cut his own name 
upon the Works of others, the Senate eraſed 
it again» He ſet up a Corn-fleet to Carthoge, 
to be for a relief, in caſe that other from Alex- 
andris, and the Corn from thence ſhould 
chance to fail: upon which he ridiculouſly 
called the City of Carthape, Alexandria Com- 
moda Togata, and this Fleet of his Commodiana 
Hercules, He added ſome Ornaments to the 
Statue of the Sun, which were all afterwards 
aboliſhed, In the Place of the Head of Nero, 
he had put up his own upon the Body of it, 
with all his empty Titles at the bottom ; not 
forgetting that of his Conqueſts over ſo many 
Gladiators, and that of Amazomivs, which 
he took from his Miſtreſs. All which not- 
withſtanding the Emperor Severws, who was 
one that in no wiſe indeed differed from his 
0, {oame, made this Prince a God, out of his 
 Moppolition, as it is ſuppoſed, to the Senate : 
and he appointed him the ſame Chief Prieſt, 
under the ſame Title, to ferve him, char 
Commodus had provided for himſelf before he 


died. 
He left behind him three Siſters. The ſame 


o_ his Birth to be gbſerved. The Imprecation: 
He Wt the Senate againſt him after his death were 
extraordinary : and becauſe it is fit to know 
them, I will ſet them down out of Marius 
Maximus, together with the Decree of cho 
Vnate, O Let 


Emperor Severus ordered the Anniverſary of - 


193 


94 
The Se- 


cree upon 
him, 


The Life and Reign of the Vol. 


Let the Enemy of bis Country be degraded of 
nate 5 De- 11 bus Honors. Let the Parricide be degraded of bij 


Honors, Let the Parricide be dragged. An FE. 
nemy of hs Country, a Parricide, a Gladiaty, 
let him Rot upon the Dung hil. An Enemy of th 
Gods. A Butcherer of the Senate, An Enemy 
of the Gods, A Parricide of the Senate, + 
Enemy of the Gods, An enemy of the Senate | 
Gladiator, to the Dunghil, He Murdered th 
Senators, throw him to the Dunghil ; drag by 
about the Streets, He murdered the Inno, 
drag him about the Streets. An Enemy, a Is 
ricide, that [pared not bis own Blood, let by 
be dragged about the Streets, He who would how 
murdered your Majeſty, let him be dragged ani 
the Streets Your Majeſty was in the ſame ful 
with us, in the ſame danger with us. PreſenMl 
Pertinax, thou moſt preat, moſt excellent lu: 
ter; ſo we alſo ſhall be ſafe. We Congratulate th 
Fidelity of the Guards. We Congratulate the Pre Wt 
torian Bands, We Conpratulate the Roman 4M, 
mics. We Conpratulatethe Piety of the Senate. It 
the Parricide be dragged. We bes of your Mije 
ſty, that the Parricide may be dragged, We by 
this, that the Parricide be dragged. Hear u 
Czlar; the Delatours tothe Lions ! Hear us Ct 
ſar; Delators to the Lions! Hear us Call 
Speratus to the Lions, We Congratulate the Ii 
Efory of the People of Rome. We CongratulatW»! 
the Fidelity of the Soldiers. We Congratula 
tbe Fidelity of the Guards, We Conpgratulate i 
Pratorian Bands, Down every where with i 
Enemies Statues, Down every where with | 
Parricides Statues, Down every where = Wh 
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the Gladiator and the Parricide. Let the Mur- 
derer of his People be dragged. Let the Parri- 
cide of his People be dragged. Down with the 


EY =, ms, 


& MY Starues of the Gladiator. Under your Majeſty 
mill we are ſafe. Now we are Free; now we are 
hl Secure; and the Delators in fear. Let the De- 
1 Jetors be ever in fear, and we in ſafety : De- 
th i grade them, Cudgel them, caſt them to the Li- 
mn WH -7:, Cudgel them to death. 

M, Let the memory of the Parricide, the Gladia- 
of tor, be aboliſhed, Let the Statues of the Pary- 
bin WY ricide, the Gladiator, be taken down, Let the 
on Wi memory of the filthy Gladiator be aboliſhed. The 
bt Wi Gladiator, to the, Dunghil. Hear, Czlar, let the 
fur BY Murtberer be dragged about the Streets. Let the 
er i Murtherer of the Senate be dragged about the 


= 


Streets, after the manner of .old. He who was 
Crueller than Domutian, and Filthier than Nero; 


kat 


Pre Wl thu: did, thus let bim ſuffer. Let the Memories 
Af the Innocent be preſerved with Honor. We 
LM Prſeech your Majeſty, reſtore the Honors of the In- 
le cent. Let the Carcaſe of the Parricide be drag- 
: beyged about rhe Streets, Let the dead Body of the 


Gladiator be dragged about the Streets. Let the 
Carceſe of the Gladiator be thrown upon the 
Wn bil. Ak, ack us all, if we do not all 
Tudge bim to be dragged about the Streets, He 
wlarEbo Murdered all ſorts of Perſons, let bim be 


tularerepged about the Streets : that ſpared no Age 
te fer bim be dragged about the Streets , that ſpare 
1b to Sex, let him be dragged about the Streets : 
þ 1bat ſpared not his own Blood, let him be drag- 


þ ted about the Street, He who Plundered the 


eff”! 


O 2 Temples; 


Gladiator's Statues, Down 'with the Statues of 
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Temples, let bim be dragged about the Streqt: 
that aboliſhed the laſt Teftaments of the dead, 
let him be dragged about the Streets: that robbul 
the living, let bim be dragged about the Street, 
We have been Slaves to bus Slawes: He wh 
fold the Lives of bis People, let him be dragged 
about the Streets : that took the Money, and jt 
kept not bu faith, let him be dragged about th 
Streets, He who ſold the Senate, let bim k 
dragged about the Streets : that deprived Childm 
of the Inheritance of their Fathers, let bimh 
dragged about the Streets: Delators, Inform, 
Suborners of falſe Witneſſes, be for ever baniſul 
the Senate. Even your Majeſty hath been i 
the ſame fear with ws. You know all thing, 
Tou have ſeen the good, and the bad. You km 
all things. Amend all things. We bave bn 
in fear for you,  O happy we in your Life ad 
Reign ! This about the Parricide, « the Advice 
Fudgment, the Decree of ws all round. We beg ym 
Preſence among uw. The Innocent Iye unburud; 
let the Carcaſe of the Parricide be dragged. Ti 
Parricide hath pulled the very Dead out of thi 
Graves, let the Carcaſe of the Parricide be dr 
But the Body of Commodss being hot 
ever by Livins Laren(s his Servant, deliver” 
into the hands of Fabixs Chilo, the Conſul, 
was privately buried in the night by the ordz 
of- Pertinax. Hereupon the Senate exclaims: 
By whoſe doing us thu, that he xs Buried? 1 
the Parricide be taken up again out of the iu 
where he #, and be dragged. Then Ci 
Severns (aid, He # Buried againſt Law: 4 
ſay this, as a High-Prieſt, the whole College 
j 


Vol.I. Emperor Commodus Antoninus, 
f the Prieſts ſays t —___ : And I am further ob- 


liged to declare and pronounce, That as he lived 
to the deſtruction of the People and his own ſhame, 
bu Statues are every where to be deſtroyed, de- 
frojed : His Name to be eraſed out of all the pub- 
lick and private Monuments, and the Monthi of 
the Tear to return to be called by the old Names 
they bad, when firſt this YO the State. 


— 
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Temples, let him be dragged about the Streets, 
that aboliſhed the laſt Teftaments of the dead, 
let him be drapged about the Streets: that robbul 
the living, let him be dragged about the Street, 
We have been Slawes to bis Slaves: He wh 
fold the Lives of his People, let him be drapyil 
about the Streets : that took the Money, and jt 
kept not bus faith, let him be dragged about th 
Streets, He who ſold the Senate, let bim þ 
dragged about the Streets : that deprived Childm 
of the Inheritance of their Fathers, let him 
dragged about the Streets: Delators, Informa, 
Suborners of falſe Witneſſes, be for ever baniſul 
the Senate, Fen your Majeſty hath been n 
the ſame fear with ws. You know all thing, 
Tou have ſeen the good, and the bad. You buy 
all things. Amend all things. We bave bn 
in fear for you, O happy we in your Life al 
Reign ! This about the Parricide, # the Adviceiht 
Fudpment, the Decree of ms all round. We beg ju 
Preſence among us. The Innocent Iye unburud; 
let the Carcaſe of the Parricide be dragged. Tit 
Parricide hath pulled the very Dead out of thir 
Graves, let the Carcaſe of the Parricide be drapgtd 
But the Body of Commodss being hot 
ever by Livins Laren(is his Servant, delivere 
into the hands of Fabize Chilo, the Conſul, f 
was privately buried in the night by the ord: 
of- Pertinax, Hereupon the Senate exclai 
By whoſe doing i thu, that he « Buried? I 
the Parricide be taken up agein out of the plu 
where he i, and be dragged. "Then Cincs 
Severus (aid, He # Buried againſs Law: 
{ay thi, as a High-Prieſt, the whole College | 
j 
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the Prieſts ſays the ſame : And I am further ob- | 


liged to declare and pronounce, That as he lived 
to the deſtruction of the People and bis own ſhame, 
bu Statues are every where to be deſtroyed, de- 
frojed : His Name to be eraſed out of all the pub- 
lick and private Monuments, and the Monthi of 
the Tear to return to be called by the old Names 
they bad, when firſt this Peſt befel the State. 
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Publius Heluvius Pertinax. 
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JULIUS CAPITOLINUs 


Ublius Helwius Pertinax was the Son « 
| Helvius Succeſſus, who was the Son 


a late Slave made free. He had th 

Name of Pertinax given him by his Fi 
ther, from nothing but his wilful and pertins 
cious adherence for a long time, to the poor 
Occupation of his Father, which was drying 
and burning of Wood, and making of Chat 
cpal. He was born in a Village in the Ap# 
wine; and at the ſame time, an Accident hap 


pened at his Birth, which moved his Fathe: 
a 10 


Sd wa, rd wee ,u# woes « mow Os th a. One 
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to go to an Aſtrologer to enqure about his 
Fortune; Who telling him ſuch great and ſuch 
extraordinary things of him, as were paſt his 
belief, he ſaid, he had but flung away his Mo- 
ney in conſulting him. Atcer he had be- 
oun co take to Letters, and had ſtudied A- 
nchmetick and Greek, and was put into the 
hands of Sulpitius Apollinaris, he came to be 
2 Profeſſor of Grammar himſelf. But making 
but lictle Advantage by it, he changed thac 
courſe of Life, and by the means of Lollius 
Avitus, who was his Fathet's Patron, and had 
been a Conſul, he got himſelf made a Cen- 
turion, Then he roſe to be a Captain of a 
Cohort in Syria, which is a Body of Foot of, 
* [Wi may be, Six Hundred Men; and going Poſt 
+ Minto $jria in the Reign of Antoninus Pins, with- 
out the Authority - the Emperor's Letters ſo 
— Wit do, the Prefidenc of Syria obliged him to 
follow the reſt of his Journey, to his Com- 
'& mand, on Foot, as far as from the City of 
Antivch. 
— MW Hedeſerved very well by his Services in the 45s pub- 
Parthian War, which made him be tranſlated *c& Em- 
nto Bizbynia. Then he commanded a Part of P/91mens: 
the Army in Meſia, and afterwards in Germany, 
where his Mother who had followed him thi- 
ther died, and her Sepulchre 1s ſaid co be ſtand- 
Ing at this day. From Germany he was remo- 
. MWied to be the Governour of Dacia, with a Sa- 
tf ary of Two Hundred Seftertium's ; bur the 
Emperor Marcus Amnioninus, being made to 
ſulpe& him as one that was ambiuous of the 
Empire, he was re-called from that Govern- 
O 4 ment, 


* 
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ment, and was afterwards choſen by Claudiy 
Pompeianus, the Son-in-Law of Marcus Antoning, 
to be his Afſitant in the Command of the 
Auxiliaries. He behaved himſelf fo well, that 
he was created in the next place a Senator, 
And his Innocency appearing, as to the Am: 
bition of which before he was malicioully ac, 
cuſed, for a compenſation of that Injury dots 
him, the Emperor made him a Prztor, at 
gave him the Command of the Firſt Legion: 
by the means whereof, he preſently recovered 
Rhztia, and the Country of Noricum from th 
Enemy. This was ſo Eminent a Service, tha 
che Emperor made him a Conſul ; who ven 
often in publick in his Speeches, which it woul 
be too long here to inſert, but one of themz 

extant in Marius Maximus, commended hin 
both to the Soldiers and the Senate, and @& 
preſſed himſelf before all the World, ſom, 
that he could not make him a Captain of th 
Guards, becauſe of his being a Senator; Aft 
che Rebellion of Caſſius was at an end, Pertau 
was commanded out of Syria, to the Defenc 
of the Danube, Next he was - made Gover 
nour of both the Mzſiz's, and then of Ds 
cia; and from his well managing of thek 
Provinces, he gained the Government « 

Syria. 

Hitherto, that is, to his Government of Si 
he had conducted himſelf, in a manner tha 
was altogether unblameable. But after thi 
Death oft Marcus Antonines, he ſtrangely aþ 
plied his Care to che amaſling of Money; 
which fail2d not to bring upon him the Rt 

proacit 
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proaches of the People. He came a very rich 
ww, Man into the Senate; where he firſt appear- 
the cd to take his place in Perſon, in the time of 
hal Commedes, after he had been the Governour 
or, MW of Four Conſular Provinces, and had had the 
'm WM Honour of a Conſulſbip given him in his ab- 
ſence. But it was not long before Perenns, 
the great Miniſter under that Prince, baniſhed 
him, and commanded him to retire to the Vil- 
lage, in the State of Genoa, where his Father 
had kept his Charcoal-Kiln. Sohe came, and 
being there, he bought himſelt a great quanti- 
ty'of Land, and ſurrounded his Father's Kiln, 
which he left ſtanding in the ſame Form 
az it was before, with an infinite” company of 
fins Buildings. He reſided there three whole 
Years, in which he paſt his time in his old 
Trade, which he carried on by his Servants. 
After Perennis was killd, Commodus took Per- 
tmex 1nto Favour, and ordered him to go in- 
to Great Britain, He went, and repreſſed the 
Mutiny of the Forces there, who were for 
ſexting up a New Emperor. They would have 
{t up even Pertinax himſelt. Nor was it with- 
out much difficulty that he appeaſed their 
Seditions, He was almoſt killed ih one 
of them, at leaſt he was left among the dead; 
which he ſeverely reſented and puniſhed. Then 
he deſired leave to be re-called, becauſe he 
ſaid his Diſcipline amongſt them had made 
the Army averſe to him. So another Perſon 
being appointed to ſucceed him, he was firſt 
made General of the Provitzons, and ſoon efter 
the Proconſul of Africa. 
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During his Proconſulſhip of Africs, he wa, 
they ſay, troubled with ſeveral Seditions therg 
alſo, occaſioned by the pretended Propheſies 
of the Goddeſs C.elefts at Cartbage. "Then he 
was made the Governour of the City of Rony, 
in which place ſucceeding Fuſcianus, who wi 
a moſt ſevere Man, and he behaving himſelf 
on the contrary with the greateſt muldnek 
and humanity, he pleaſed every one, and 
monegſt the reſt, Commodus ſo well, that þ 
took him to be Conſul in Conjun&ion with 
himſelf ; which was then the Seventh time of 
the Conſulſhip of Commedus. Then came ma 
the Conſpiracy to kill Commodws, which Pa: 
tinax did not rejet, when made acquainte 
with it; and the thing being done, the Cap 
tain of the Guards, and Eletus a great Of 
cer of the Houſhold, came to him, and ik 
him up for the Empire, and carried him to the 
Camp. Pertinax harangued the Soldiers, and 
promiſed them a Donative. He told them, 
how that thoſe Two great Officers had thought 
him a Perſon, not unworthy - to be prop 
for the Empire, fince Commodus was dead; 
not ſaying, that Commodas was killed, but that 
he was dead of a Sickneſs only. In fine, Pa 
tinax was ſaluted Emperor at the firſt but by 
a few. This was the day before the Calends 
of Fanuary; and he was then above Sixty 
Years of Age. Afﬀer this, late that Night, he 
came trom the Camp to the Senate ; and the 
Chappel of the Senate not being ready open 
ed 5: him, he went into the Temple of Cor 


cord”; where Claudime Pompejianws, the _ 
W 


- 
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Law of Marcus ' Anteninus meeting him, and 
Complementing him, Pertinax would have per- 
{zaded him, to have taken upon him the Em- 
pire;z but he refuſed ic, becauſe he ſaw thac 
Pertinax Was already the Man. Immediately 
all the Magiſtracy' with the Conſuls: came to 
the Senate, and as ſoon as they' were entred, 
they declared Pertinax Emperor, tho' it was 
then midnight, © -- 
| After the Conſuls had ſet forth his Praiſes 
in ſuch Speeches as the occation required, and 
that the Senate had alfo'ended their Impreca- 
tions againft the Memory of Commodas, Per- 
max seturned his Solemn- Thanks to them. 
He returned- his Thanks particularly to the 
__ of the Guards, by whoſe means it was, 
that Commodus was cat off, and that him- 
ſelf was raiſed tobe Emperor: And tho? it 
ws true, he ſaid; as -Falſo objeed, that the 
ſkid Captain of 'the Guards, and Marti toge- 
ther, had been the Inſtruments of many of the 
wicked Deeds of Commodas, yet he told them, 
that they were to-conſider the Neceflity there 
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ic; WH was of obeying the Orders of that Prince ; 
hat WY for otherwiſe, what-they had done was againſt 
"their own Inclination. The ſame day, his 
vl Wite Flavia Titians was declared Empreſs. 
nds W He was'the firſt Emperor that ever received 
x) the Title of Father of his Country, together 
be WO with the Proconſular, and the Tribunitian 
ns Powers, and the Right of a fourth Reference, 
en” the firſt day of his Reign. Which thick and 
-0 Ff ſudden accumulation of ſo many Honours, was 
2, lookt upon as an Omen but of a ſhort Reign. 


Then 
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Then he went to the Palace, which was void, 
becauſe Commodss had been killed in a Houſe 
upon Mount Celis, and the Tribune coming 
to him the firſt day for the Watch-word, hs 
Word was,  Militems, let us Fight ; which wa 
the ſame indeed that he had given before uns 
der all his Adminiſtrations ; but upbraiding by 
it, as it ſeemed, the remilineſs of the ting 
paſt, the Soldiers were touched to the Quick 
and preſently thought of changing the Emye 
ror again. bs. 

The ſame day, being the firſt of the New 
Year, he invited the Magiſtrates, and the 
Chief of the Senate ro a Banquet, which wa 
an antient Cuſtom that had been howere 
omitted by Commodws. The next day as the 
Statues of Commodus were thrown down, the 
Soldiers appeared to be troubled, and ſo much 
the more, becauſe . Pertinex had given them 
again the ſame Word as before; and War was 
thing not to be admitted, they thought, unde 
an Emperor fo old as he. Upon the Thirddl 
the Nones following, tho it was the Thank 
giving Day for his acceſhon to the Emp, 
they would have drawn Triarias Maternus L 
ſcivim, a Noble Senator, into the Camp, tq 
have fet up him to be Emperor ; but hers 
tuſed it, and eſcaped from them, and came 
to the Court to Pertinax, to afſyre him of his 
Fidelity, and afterwards withdrew out of the 
Town. In the mean time, all this obliged 
Pertinax in fear, to confirm eq the Soldiers and 
the Veterencs, all the Pay, and all the Gifts 


that had been granted them by Commodws. oh 
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alſo courted the Senate, and owned himſelf to 
receive the Empire at their Hands. He aſ- 
ſured them under his Oath of his innocency 
from having had any hand in the malverſa- 
ation of the laft Reign. He re-called ſuch as 
were in Baniſhment, and reſtored the Memo- 
ries of others to therr Honour, who had been 
unjuſtly put to Death. The Senate conferred 
the Title of Czſar upon his Son : But as he 
had not yet approved the Honour which they 
had ſhewn to his Wife, ſo as to this ofs hrs 
Son; he ſaid, Let it be when he deſerves 
it, And whereas Commedus had adged by his 
Authority many Perſons to the Order of the 
Prztors, who had never exerciſed the Office 
of a Prztor, and yer he allowed them to 
take their Places in common with thoſe that 
had; Pertinax paſſed an Edi& as to this, to 
command, that thoſe who had never exerciſed 
the Office of a Prztor, but had received that 
Honour only by the Creation of Commodus, 
ſhould give place to ſuch as had been Prztors 
indeed ; which brought an odium from many 
upon him. 
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He ordered the publick Account of the His put- 
Eſtates, and the valuation of all Perſons to be #<& 074 
orer-look'd, and ſtated new. He ordered "**" 


ſevere Puniſhments to be taken upon Perſons 
that had informed againſt others falſly. But 
yet he was not altogether ſo ſevere, as his Pre- 
deceſlors, with Relation to Perſons of Qua- 
lty, who were brought before him for any 
Crime. He made a Law, for the firſt Wil! al- 


Ways to ſtand good, until another that is Po- * 


{terior 
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ſterior to it 15 eſtabliſhed and received in dye 
Form in its ſtead. He declared, that as. for 
{imſelf; he would never enter upon any Inhe. 
ritance, which either was devoted to him in 
Flattery, or by any litigious Right, or to th 
prejudice of the Lawful Heirs; uſing the 
Words upon the ſame occaſion, It 's bets, 
Fathers of tbe Senate, that the Crown ſhould þ 
poor, than that it ſhould get newer ſo much Ricky 
by ill means, and diſhonourable Ations, The 
Largeſles to the Soldiers and the People, which 
himſelf, and alſo Cemmodus had promiſed then, 
he paid... But yet the Exchequer was ſo ex 
tremely ;jlow at his coming to the Cromn, 
that he declared, he had not found in it abore 
Ten Seſtertiums ; fo that this obliged him toe 
a&t ſome Payments which Commodus had ins 
poled, although he had before promiſed to 
remit them. Lollianus Gentianus a Conſul, asking 
him therefore why he broke his Word, he told, 
him the Reaſon was, Neceſſity. He made anAu 
&ion of the Goods belonging to Commody; 
ordered his very Bardaccio's-and Concubns 
to be ſold, excepting ſuch of them, as ap 
peared to have been retained in the Court by 
him by violence. And of thoſe which were 
fold, there were many that afterwards redeem- 
ed their Fortunes, and under other Princes at- 
rived as high as to be Senators. The Buffoons 
and Jeſters of Commodus, ſuch as were Men 
ot obſcene Names, he fold, and of the Money 
that he made of this Negotiation, which was 
a great deal, he gave a Bounty to the Soldiers 


He exacted allo from the Servants of Cem 
modus, 
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modus, an Account of all things that their 
Maſter had laviſhly given them, to enrich 


them. 


207 


The moſt principal Things in the Audtion Anon 
of the Goods of Commodus were theſe, Gar- & Com- 


ments of Cloth of Gold, Tunicks, Cloaks, 
Hanging-Coats, Dalmaticks, Fringed Veſts, 
Coats of Mail, and others of other ſorts; 
Arms for the Exerciſes of the Gladiators, en- 
rich'd with Jewels and Gold, vaſt Herculean 
Swords ; Collars for the Gladiators; Veſſels of 
fine Gold, Ivory, Silver and Citron; Drinking- 
Veſſels, which were ſome of them of obſcene Fi- 
oures; other Veſſels belonging to the Arts of the 
Gladiators ; Chariots of a rare Invention, with 
the Seats to eurn ſo,as exther to decline the Sun, 
or take in the Air, as you pleaſe ; with other 
things to meaſure theWay, and ſhew the Hour ; 
and whatever elſe was agreeable to the Plea- 
ſures of that Prince 1n all forts of Vices. 

As for ſach Servants as had been taken out 
of private Houſes into the Court, Pertinax re- 


ſored back thoſe to their proper Maſters. He - 


reduced the Table, and cut off all the prodi- 
gious Expences of Cemmodus. He contented 
himſelf with a little, and the Example of his 
Frugality was of great efte& upon all things. 
In hne, he reduced the Expence of the Hou- 
ſhold of the Emperor, to a- Motety of what 
t was accuſtomed to be before. 

He appointed certain Recompences for the 
Soldiers that acquitted themſelves with Ho- 
nour, The Debts that he contrated on the 
irſt occaſions of his Reign, he diſcharged. He 
reſtored 


modus's 
Goods. 


208 


The Life and Reign of the Vol.l, 


reſtored the Credit of the Exchequer. He {« 
a-part a Sum for Publick Works. He gayg 


Money for the Reparation of the High-way, 
He paid a great many Soldiers that had ſerye 
well, their Arrears. He put the Exchequer, in 
a word, in a Condition to diſcharge its Debt 


But whereas there was due to the Alms-Chi, 
dren of Trajan's Eſtabliſhment, the Allowan 
ces of Nine Years, he quite funk that Dety 
which was ſevere, and a great RefleRtion up 
on him. It is true, he was not exempt fron 
the aſperfion of Covetouſneſs, in the time by 
was a private Man. He had oppreſſed mit 
Ulſury his Neighbours upon the Lake di Sahay 
and had turned them out of their Lands, ty 
extend further the Limits of his own. Ke 
was called really a Money-monger ; and 
many have writ, that he did ſordid things i 
the Conlular Provinces which he governed 
they ſay, that he ſold the Diſcharges from, 
the Commands in the Army. Hais Parent 
had little or no Eſtate to leave him, and no 
Inheritances fell to him from others, yet he ws 
grown a rich Man on a ſudden. He reſtored 


after he was Emperor, to every one, the & Wc 


ſtates which were taken from them by Caw. 
modus, but yet he exated a Conſideration for 
it, He came conſtantly to the Senate, and 
always reported ſome thing or other to them 


He ſhew'd himſelf always gracious to all tho 


that came to pay their Reverences to him, 0 
ask him any Favour. He diſcharged ſome 
from the Accuſations of their Slaves, and # 
venged the Death of others by crucifying thei! 
Acculers, Whulli 
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Whilſt theſe things paſted, Falco the Conful 
formed a Deſign again& him, out of an Am- 
bition to ſet up himſek. Pertinax complained 
in the Senate of it ; buc however, forgave him, 
and begg'd his impvaity of the Senate, where- 
by Falco lived in Safety upon his Eſtate, and his 
Son was his Heir when he died. Many in- 
deed ſaid in his behalf, chat whatever Deſign 
there might have been amongſt others to make 
him Emperor, he knew nothing of it himſelf; 
and that the Slaves who were his Acculers, did 
him wrong, and were corrupted, and had not 
agreed in their Evidence. But however 1t 15, 
2 worſe Faction than this was made againſt 
Pertinax by Letws, the Captain of the Guards, 
and chole to whom the San&timoniouſneſs of 
ths Prince was offenfive. For Letw had re- 
pented himſelf of his Services in having ad- 
fanced him to the Crown, becauſe he had re- 
proved his Conduct in ſome things. Nor were 
the Soldiers wichout their Refentments, becauſe 
Prax had put to death ſeveral in the Butinefs 
4 Falco, upon the ſimple Depoſition of one 

ve. ” 

Therefore a Party of Three Hundred Sol- Pertiniaz 
ders of the Guards, well equipped, affaulted /:* 
he Palace, and killed him. The fame Day, 
10 Heart was found 1n the Sacrifice, act which 
Pertmax had afliſted ; and in another, no Li- 
er. Therefore having intended to have gone = 
nat Day to the Athenzum, to hear the pertor- 
nances of a Poet 5 but putting it off, becauſe 
t the ominouſneſs of the Sacrifices ; the Guards 
at were t& attend him, had Orders co retire 


p bo? 
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to their Camp, whn on a ſudden they turneq 
upon the Palace, from whence it was not po 
ſible to repel them, nor yet to give Advice ty 
Pertinax of them in due time : for all th 
Courtiers regarded him fv Jictle, that they eq 
couraged rather the Soldiers on to the Enter. 
priſe. So they ſurprized him, as he was givin 
ſome Orders about the Aﬀeairs of his Houlhd 
and being come up into the Gallery, as far x 
to a place which 15 called Sicily, and the By 
gqueting-Hall of Jove, as ſoon as Pertinax kn 
of it, he ſent Letus tothem: but Letus avoide 
them, and went another way, . hiding hisFag, 
and flinked Home. After they were broka 
in further, Periinax came forth to them hn 
ſelf, and beſpoke them in a long and a grar 
Oration which ſweetned them : till one Tu» 
fius, one of the Troop of Torgres that ſerwl 
in the Guards, putting them into a new ir, 
darted his Javelin at Pertinax's Breaſt ; wh 
then Invocating Fupiter the Avenger, thren 
his Gown over his Head, and the reſt & 
upon him, and Stabbed him. Ele&us dit 
with him, having firſt killed two of the All 
fines. The other Officers of the Chamberthi 
were about him, fled : ſome ſay that the * 
diers had broken into the Bed Chamber, an 
that they killed him there, hiding himſelf 
bour the Bed. 
His Per- Hewas a Venerable old Man, with a lony 
ſonage. Beard, curling Hair, pretty Groſs, his Be 
ſtanding a Intle out, of a Princelv Statur? 
wanted not Eloquence, but was rather Gral 
ous in his Words than thouglit ar" C 
ODLIgK 
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obliged every body in Words, but in Deeds 
was 1lliberal and almoſt ſordid 3 and particu+ 
larly in his Entertainments and Preſents. He 
had as yet ade no Change in the Officers 
that had been put into the Government by 
Commodin ; expetting the Anniverſary of the 
Birth-day of the City of Rome, (that « the 
eleventh or twelfih of the Calends of May) be- 
cauſe he defign'd to date from thence his be- 
inning of all things. - And cheretore they ſay 

Officers of the appointment of Commoed, 
who were afraid to be turned out, had refolved 
to kill bim in the Baths by that ume, if it had 
not been done to their Hands before. 

Certainly Empire, and all the Honors there- His Cha- 
unto belonging, made ſo little an impreſſion r4tter- 
upon him , that he always ſhew'd himſelf 
ereatly diſplealed with them, and he defired 
to appear ſtill the ſame Man, that he had ever 
been. He carried himſelf ro the Senate, the 
moſt reſpefully 1n the World. When they 
WCongratulated him, he Complemented them 
ain, and divided his Diſcourſes to all of 
"Mthem, as if he was but the Governour of the 

City of Rowe. He would willingly have laid 
Wdown the Empire, and have return'd to a pry 
ate-life ; and he would nor ſuffer his Children 
0 be brought up1n the Court. Indeed he was 
0 ſaving, and ſuch a lover of Prot, that he 
rafficked at the Lake di Sebato by nis Ser- 
ants, when he was Emperor, 1n the ſame 
Wnanner, as he did when he was a private 
lan. Perſons who ſpoke freely of him, ſaid, 
8 Was one that: promiſed Weil, but did No- 
P 2 chings 
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Signs of The ſigns forerunning his Death were thele 
b1: Death. Three days before he was killed, he though 
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thing. Thoſe of his own Country, who re. 
ſorted much to him upon his being made Enp 
peror, obtained as good as nothing from him, 
and ſaid the ſame. Yet he was free to ſuffer 

© himſelf to be preſented, with any thing to his 
advantage. He left a Son and a Daughter 
behind him ; together with his Wife, who wx 
the Daughter of Flavius Sulpitianus, whom he 
made the Governor of Rome in his own plac 
He did not much concern himſelf with the im 
pudicity of his Wife ; who in the fight of al 
the World entertained for her Lover, a Mu 
cian. On the other hand he had for his Milſtrek, 
one Cor»ificia; to whole love they ſay he ns 
extremely abandoned. -He was extraordinary 
ſtr1& upon the Servants about the Court : and 
_ therefore made him be much hated by 
nem. 


he ſaw a Man by reflexion in a Pond, makny 
at him with a Sword, The day that he ws 
killed, it was obſerved that the Pupils of bs 
Eyes, as it they were dead, did not repreſent 
the Images of Perſons that look'd on him: 
and as he ſacrificed in his private Oraton, 
the Fire went out; and neither the. Hear, 
nor the Liver were found in the Vitims, Sun 
very bright, though near the Sun, appearedin 
the day time ſome days before. What hinr 
ſelf ſaid of Didius Fulianus, was an Omen 
the ſucceſlion to him of that Perſon. For 7» 
lianus bringing his Kinſman, his Brotheri 
' Son to him, to whom he had promiſed Uh 
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his Daughter in Marriage, he adviſed the 
young Man to obſerve the Commands of his 
Uncle, for ſays he, He « my Colleague and 
my Succeſſor: For he had been his Colleague 
in his Conſulſhip, and had ſucceeded him 
in his Proconſulſhip: and at laſt he ſucceeded 
him in the Empire too. The Soldiers and the 
Courtiers both hated Pertinax. But the People 
took his death with Indignation, becauſe the 

faw he was one, who might have re-ſettled all 
things in the good order as they were of old. 
The Soldiers that had killed him , ſtuck his 
Head upon a Spear, and brought it through 
the City into the Camp. Bur it was retrieved 
again, and together with his Body buried in 
the Sepulchre of his Wife's Grand father, by 
Julianzs, with all the honour that he could do' 
it ; only he made no publick Harangue upon 
him, either to the People or the Senate ; but 
yet when afterwards it was his own fate tobe 
in like manner deſerted, and killed, then the 
Senate and the People did tranſlate Pertinax 
int the number of che Gods. 


This was done in the time of the Emperor Honours 
Severus ; when Pertinax having had a very great paid to 
Character given him by the Senate, a Royal 5m 4 
Funeral was ſolemniz2d for him , in which **"* 


he was repreſented by his Effigies, and Severme 
himſelf d1d him the honor to make the Ora- 
tion in his praiſe : loving the memory of him 
to that degree, that he was pleaſed to be cal- 
led by the Senate by the ſame name of Pert;- 
xax, The Son of Pertinax was made the Chief 
Prieſt ta his Father ; and the Prieſts of che 

T1 Emperor 
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Emperor Marcus Antoninus were appointed, a 
his Aﬀociates. The Games of the Cirque 
were Celebrated for his Aſcenſion to the Em. 
pire, and the day of his Birth was kept: 
which laſt is remaining ſtill : but the other 
were afterwards laid aſide by Severus. He wa 
born upon the Calends of Auguſt, under the 
Conlulſhips of Verzas and Bibulus, He was kib 
led upon the filth of the Calends of April, 
the Conſulſhips of Falco and Clarzs., Helived 
f1xty fax Years, ſeven Months, and twenty 
Days. He Reigned ewo Months, and ewenhy 
ſeven days. He gave a Largels to the Peopk 
of a hundred Roman Penies a Man : and he 
had promiſed another to the Guards of ewehr 
_ thouſand Seſterces ; but he gave them but the 
hait : what he had promiſed the Army, ns 
no given them, becauſe his death prevented 
him. There 15 a Letcer of his, in the Hiſt 


of his life, written by Marius Maximus, Whi 
I have not thought fit to inſert here, becauk 
ot 1ts too great length, but which is a certain 
Proot, that Pertinax was one that had a Alot: 
rar tor the Station of an Emperor. 
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Addreſſed tothe 


EMPEROR 


Idius Fulianas, who ſucceeded in the 7s Ex- 


DIOCLESTAN. 
Empire after Pertinax , had for his #ra@ion. 


D Great Grandfather, Salvius Fulianus, 


who was twice Conlul, che Governor of the 
City of Rome, and which rendred him yet 


the more remarkable, was that he was 
P 4 a Pra- 
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a Profeſſor of the Law. His Mother was cal. 
led Clara e/Emilia; his Father Petronius Didi 
Severus ; his Brothers, Didius Proculus and Num 
RIUs Albinus : his Uncle by his Mother's fide, 
Salvius Fulianus ; bis Grandfather, by his F4 
thers ſide, an Inſubtia» of Milan : and his 
Great Grandfather by his /Mothers fide wx 
Salvius Fulianus, who was of the City Mabs 
meta in the Kingdom of Tunw. He ws 
brought up by the hand of Domitia Lucils 
who was the Mother of the Emperor Mara 
Anteninus; and by whole Intereſt he was fi 
put into the Commiſſion of the Vigints Vn 
Then he was made a Quzſtor,. although ayea 
ſooner than the Law permitted him 1n 'point 
of age. Then he was made an Adile and: 
Prztor, by the favour of Marcus Antoninu, 
And after his Prztorſhip, he had the Com 
mand in Germany of the Twenty Second [+ 
gion, called Primigenia. After that he Gv 
verned in Gallia Belgica very well, and vey 
long : where the Cauchs, a People of Germs 
»y, who bordered upon the River of Bk, 
making- an Eruption upon him, he reſiſted 
them ſo well with onlv the tumultuous Forcs 
of the Province, that he merited by it a Cot 
ſulſhip. In like manner he overcame th 
Catti, Then he was tranſlated to the Gora 
ment of Dalmatia ; which he very well mat 
tained againſt the bordering Enemies*. Next 
he was removed to the Lower Germany,” all 
after that he was made the General of © 
Proviſions in Italy, | 
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He was once accuſed by one Severw Clariſ- 

, a Soldier, of being in a Conſpiracy 
with Salvius Fulianas, againſt Commodes. But 
becauſe Commodws had already put many Sena- 
tors to death, who were great and powerful 
Perſons, and becauſe he was willing a while 
to forbear his further Cruelty, Didins Fulia- 
1 was diſcharged at that time, and his Ac- 
cuſer Condemned; after which he was re- 
manded again to his Province. Then he had 
the Government of Birhynias given him; in 
which however he came ſhort of that Fame, 
that he had acquired in his other Govern- 
ments, Next he was, made a Conful in Con- 
un&ion- with Pertmex,; and he ſucceeded to 
erinax in the Proconſulſhip of Africa ; who 
therefore always called him his Collegue and 
his Succeſſor : But this was more eſpecially re- 
marked to be Ominous, one day when Sl 
mw came with his Kinſman to him, when 
Emperor, to be Contracted to a Daughter 
of Pertinax, Fer as Pertinax received him 
with the reſpet and kindneſs that was 
due; he faid to him at the ſame time, You 
wr, Are" my Colleague and my Succeſſor : and 
preſently after that, followed the death of 
that Prince. Now he who firſt put up to 
de Emperar after the death of Pertinax, was 
Sulptianws, who was then inthe Camp of the 
Guards. In the- mean time the Senate aſ- 
ſembled ; whither Fulianws together, with his 
Son-in-Law coming, and finding the Doors 
ſhut, and the two Tribunes P. Florianns and 


Veftins Aper ſtanding at the Door, thole two 


Tribunes 


217 


218 


—— —— —— ——  _——_— ——_ 


Declar'd 
Emperor. 


The Life and Reign of the Vol 


= 


Tribunes began to perſuade him to poſſeſs him: 
ſelf of the Empire that was vacant. Ty 
which he anſwering, that ic was already (; 
{poſed of to another, they nevertheleſs took 
him even againſt his will, and carried him tg 
the Camp : where they found Sulpitianus, who 
was the Governor of Rome, and Son-in-Lay 
to Pertinax, haranguing the Soldiers in his own 
favour ſo ſtrongly, that they refuſed to hearken 
in the leaſt to Julianus , till he had wileh 
ailviſed them not to make Choice of one who 
would Revenge the Murder of Pertinax, why 
was Father-in-Law to him. ; and then they al 
immediately tacked about, to Fulianus ; why 

iving it them under nu Lend in Writing, tha 
be would reſtore the Memory of Commudy, 
they proclaimed him, engaging him to bex 
no diſpleaſure however againſt Sulpitianu 
the Pretenfions which he had made to they 
Favour. 

Then he Choſe, by their Advice, Flaviu 
Gentalu, and Tullius pak. gar to be the Cap 
tains of the Guards; and whereas he had pro 
tiled, that he wauld give the Soldiers a Boun 
ty of five and twenty thouſand Seſterces, he 

ve them thirty. In the Evening, after he 

ad Harangued them accorduig to Cuſtom, 
he came from. the. Camp to the Senate, to 
whom he intirely referred himſelf ; the % 
nate accepted him ; and firſt Inrolled him + 
mongſt the Families of the Patricians 3 that 
they declared him Emperor. The Tribunitian Yin i! 
and the Proconſular Powers were confenedf nate 
upon him; and his Wife called Malis -_ % if 
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tils, and his Daughter Didia Clare were ho- 
noured by them with che Titles of Empreſs, 
and Princeſs. From the Senate he repaired to 
the Palace., whither he took his Wife and 
Daughter with him ; but they went trembling, 
and againſt their wills, as if their minds gave 
them tome ſecret Preſages of an approaching 
Deftrution. He made Cornelius Repentinus, 
his Son-1n- Law, the Governor of the City of 
Remen the place of Sulpitian, But inthe mean 
time the Populace bore to Fulienus a Publick 
hatred, as 1f he would revive the times of Com:- 
wdus, and as if he had been the Murderer of 
Pertinax, becauſe he propoſed to amend his 
Faults. They pretended to ſay further, that 
delpiling the Frugal Table of Pertimax, he 
had from the firſt day provided himſelf ano- - 
ther that was Luxurious, full of all forts of 
excellent Meats; but this however was falſe. 
F® beſides that his Table was ſufficiently Fru- 
gal, he did not Eat at all the fuſt day, ill 
the Body of. Pertinax was buried; and then 
he did it with a. great .Melancholy upon hum, 
and ſpent: all the night afterwards ileepleſs, he 
Was ſo concerned for his Friend's death. 

The next Morming,as ſoon as it was light, the 
Snare and the Gentry coming to wait upon 
him atthe Palace; he admitted them, and called 
them all, with a great deal of Civility,according 
toevery one's Age, his Father, or us Son, or 
lis Brother. Nevertheleſs the Populace both 
n the Forum, and before the Houſe of the Se- 
nate, loaded him with perpetual Reproaches, 
& if they hoped by that means to oblige him 
0 
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to lay down the Empire, that he had receiye 

at the Hands of the Soldiers. They threy ; 

Shower of Stones at him ; and as he came tg 

the Senate Curſed him publickly, and Curls 

him again as he was at his Devotions, by which 

they wiſhed he might never obtain any thing 

of the Gods. In the mean time as they threy 

Stones at him, he only waved his Hand te 

wards them to Pacifie them : and what he ſail 

to the Senate was very {weet and prudent. H: 

thanked them that they had admitted him 

Adminiſter, in Conjun&ion with them, tle 

Soveraign Power; and for the Honor theyhul 

done, not only to himſelf, but to his Wife all 

his Daughter. He accepted from them ti 
Title of the Father of the Country ; but her 
fuſed to have his Statue ſet up in Silver, wha 
they offered him. ' Going from the Senate+ 
gain tothe Capitol, the Populace made a (ty 
eo him ; till they were forced afide, partlyly 
Blows with Sword in Hand, and partly 
good: Words and promiſes of Money. Fro 
thence he went to the Publick Games in tis 
Cirque ; where the People Crowding then 
ſelvesindifferently into all the Seats, redoubl 
their outragious Reproaches againſt him; 
called aloud upon Peſcennias Niger, who Ws 
ſaid to have already taken upon him the 9s 
licy of the Emperor, to come to the Succourd 
che City of Rome ; yet all this cook he quiet) 
and appeared to be of an extraordinary (ea; 
Temper all the time of his Reign. The Peoj 
inveighed no leſs bitterly againſt the Soldie 
who had kill'd ena: th laid for Money-l 
Gol 
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conciliate therefore the favour of theſe People, 
feveral things which Commoedas had well ap- 
pointed, and Pertinax had aboliſhed, Didius 
Fulianus reſtored again. He ſpoke nothing, 
neither good nor bad, as to Pertinax himſelf ; 
which ſeemed to ſeveral to be very ſtrange; 
but the only reaſon, why he was filent of his 
Honor, was the fear of the Soldiers, who had 
killed him: | 
Now Fulianns had no apprehenſion of any 
Oppoſition being made to him on the {ide 
We of the Forces in Great Britain, or thoſe 
in 1{yricum., But fearing eſpecially thoſe -in 
Sjris, which were commanded by Peſcennius 
Nyer, he ſent a Centurion thither with. Or- 
ders to cut him off. Hereupon Peſcennius N;- 
ger in Syria, and Septimius Severus in Ihhyricum, 
revolted from Fulianus with the Armies under 
their Commands. Being told of the latter, 
fom whom he had ſuſpeted nothing ; he 
came in Anger to the Senate, and cauſed him 
to be declared an Enemy, and the Soldiers 
with him, unleſs they deſerted him by ſuch a 
day: to whom Meſſengers were ſent at the 
lame time from the Senate, to perſuade them 
to renounce Severus, and adhere to Fulianus. 
Amonſt whom was Veſpronius Candidus, who 
was a great Senior in'the Rank of the Con- 
ſuls, but hated of -old by the Soldiers, becauſe 
of his Severities. Valerius Catulinus was ſent 
in the Quality of Succeſſor to Severas : as if it 
was an eaſte thing to bethe Succeſſor of a Man, 
who had an Army to defend him. Together 
with theſs was ſent Aqmilins, the Centurion, a 
- known 
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known Afſaflin, who having already my. 
dered many Senators, might try his Hand ong 
again, and do no leſs to Severus, Inthe meg 
time Didins Fulianus ordered the Guards tohe 
exerciſed, and their Camp to be refortified 
Burt as the Soldiers were become 1dle, and dif 
ſolute by being accuſtomed to the Luxury 
of Rowe, it was very much againſt their will 
that they were brought to their Arms; inly 
much that they hired others for Money to fp 
ply their places, and do their duties in the 
ſteads. 

Septimins Severus took his march towarh 
the City of Rowe, with the Army under by 
Command; whilſt the People there, every dy 
more both hated and derided Fauliawss. Ny 
was he able to do any good upon the Soldien 
of the Guards; and thinking that Letus ws 
a Favourer of the Cauſe of Severus, he un 
gratefully commanded him to be killed, who 
was one that had formerly ſaved his life fron 
the Hands of Commoedus ; and Martia he com 
manded to be killed with him. Buc whilſt thele 
things were in paſling, Severus poſſeſſed him 
ſelt of the Fleet and City of Rawenns 3 and 
the Embaſſadors of the Senate, that had 
miſed this Succour to Fulianus, changed tides 
and engag'd on the part of Severus. Alſo Tw 
lus Criſpmus , the Captain of the Guards, 
who had been ſent to make Head againſt hi 
Troops, received a defeat, and returned back 
by Rome. When Fulianus ſaw all this, he pi 
poſed to the Senate, that the Veſtal Virgins 


and all the Prieſts, together with the Senate, 
ſhould 
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ſhould march forth to meet the Army of Se- 
verus, Arrayed all in their ſeveral Habits, and 
hould conjure and perſuade him fairly to de- 
it his Hoſtilities. A vain thing 1ndeed, to ſup» 
pole of an Army of deſperate Soldiers. There- 
fore Fanftinus Luintillus, an Augur, and a 
Conſul, took the liberty to contradie him in 
that Propoſal ; and boldly ſaid, to which ma- 
ny of the Senators gave their conſents; That 
s Man was not fit to Command, who could not 
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refiſt bis Adwerſary by force of Arms. Tulianus * 


in great Anger ſent for Soldiers out of the 
Camp, to force the Senate into a Compliance 
with him, or Maſſacre them upon the place. 
But neither did this take. For certainly it was 
very unreaſonable, that when the Senate had 
adudged Severus an Enemy upon the account 


of Tulianus 5 the ſame Fultanus ſnould turn. 


ſuch a Butcherer of the Senate. So hz came 
to the Senate with another and a better Pro- 
polal, which was that there might be an Ad 


for the participation of the Empire betwixt $«yerys 
Severus and im, and this was done imme- declar'd 
dately. Every one now called co mind an Partner 
Omen of all this, which came from the #* *b* 


Mouth of Fulianus himſelf, when he had the 
Empire given him. For when the Conſul had 
laid in the name of the Senate, I order Didus 
Julianus to be proclaimed Emperor, Fulianus 
prompted and corrected him thus,ſay D:dus Fu 
henus Stverns, that 15, becauſe Severus Was a 
third name which he took from his Grandfather, 
and Great Grandfather, Some indeed deny, 
hat there was any ſuch Order of his, as that of 
murdering 


Empnre. 
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murdering the Senate, who had been {c 
to him. But however that is, aſter p: 
that Act, he ſent immediately Tullius Cri/ 
his Captain of the Guards, to Comple 
Severus. He alſo Created Veturius Mac 
another Captain of the Guards; becauſe h 
derſtood that Severus had ſent Letters to x 
him one. In the mean time the People (a 
loud, and Sewverws ſuſpeted as much, that 
Peace was but a Feint, and that Twlins Criſ 
was ſent to him rather with private Orde 
kill him. So Severus, with the advice of 
Army, choſe to be his declared Enemy, ra 
than his Partner ; and accordingly he wn 
a great many Perſons in Rome, his Frie 
who ſecretly received and diſpatched his 
ders. As for the reſt, Fulianus tried all | 
of things by the Magicians, that could be 
viſed to mitigate the hatred of the People, 
to bridle the Arms of the Enemy. And i 
tainly the Magicians offered ſuch Sacrifices 
him upon this occaſ1on, as were by no me 
conſonant to the Rites of the Romans. Ti 
tried their Charms in Protane Verles, and 
ther Charms which chey do with a Look 
glaſs: but yet all went ill on the fide of | 
lanus; and all that they diſcovered fre 
them was, the coming in of the one, andt 
departure of the other Emperor. 

As Tullius Criſpinus came as far as to mt 
the Avant Guards of Severns, he ws kill 
by his order, 1n which he followed the 3 
vice that was given him by Tulius Let 


Then 7ulianus convoked the Senate agal 
al 
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and asked their Opinions, what.more was to 
be done ; but the Senate could nat'reſolve him. 
He ordered after that, of his own motion, 
the Gladiators of Capua ro takes Arms under 
the Command of Lollianm Tirianns, He in- 
ned Claudius Pompetanzs, from his Retreat” at 
Tarracins, to joyn with him in the-Government, 
becauſe he had long commanded Armies, and 
was the Son-in Law of att Emperor, But Pows- 
jeianus exculed himſelf, and ſaid, :he was an 
Oid Man, and wanted his fight. In the mean 
ime, the Army of Sewverns was encreaſeq , by 
Soldiers chat came to him ot -of the Province 
of Ombria ; and he ſent Letters: before him to 


Rome, to order:the Murderers of Pertinax to be 


ſecured. So in a little time, Didias Fuliantd 
ws abandoned by all che World, and remained 
mthe Court, with only Genialis, one of his Caps 

ins of the Ggards,, and: hisSomin-Law Repens 


Senate : This was done, and alþlus Pbwer abrc- 
pated; and Severay '(mmediately:deglared Empey 
rorin his place. Afterward it was:prezended that 
he had poyloned himlelf z bur in effe, there 
were Perſons immediately ſent on the part of 


the Senate, who cauſed him to be killed by the 
hands of a mercenary Soldier, imploring, as he 
tell, the Faith of Ceſar; that 15, Severw. He had 


ven all his Paternal Eſtate to his Daughter,and 


pire- But as well her Riches, as her [lluſtr1ous 
it]s of Princeſs, were ſoon taken from her 
”1n. His Body was delivered by Severw, to 
Q Manhia 
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tas with him: *'The next thing}was to depoſe He is de- 
him from the Empnte, by the Sentence of the ped, 


mancipated her upon his Elevation to the Avid ſtan, 
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Mavlia Scintifa his Wife, and to his Daughter, 
to be buried ; who put it into a Tomb of 
his great Grandfather, five Miles from Rome, 
upon the Vis Lavicana, that is, the High-way, 


_ called by that Name. 


Now the things condemned in this Prings 
were theſe; that he gormandized, that is, ex 
to exceſs, gam'd much, plaid at the Wee 
pons of the Gladiators; and did all this, being 
an Old Man, tho' he had never before been x 
tached to thoſe: Vices in his Youth ; and thy 
he was Proud ; but this is not to be _ 
for in his Reign he ſhewed himſelf the 
humble Man in the World; the moſt obligi 
in his Entertainments; the moſt courteow in 
his Subſcription of himſelf in his Letters, and 
of a moſt excellent Temper in allowing ofthe 
Liberties of his Friends. He lived S1x and Fify 
Years and Four Months ; and reigned but Two 
Months and Five Days. Therefore his prea 
Error was, that he ought by his abſolute Av 
thority to have governed thoſe,” whom on the 
contrary he made abſolute over himſelt, to 6 —— 
vern the State. 
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\ after the Death of Didins Fulianus, was 

born in Africa, at the Town of Napoli 

| Berbaria, in the Government of Tripoli, Hig His Ex- 
ather's Name was Gera. His Anceſtors had #744 
Xen Knights of Rome of old Time. His Mo- 
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EVERUS, who enjoyed the Empire 
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ther was Fulvia Pia, His Uncles by his F4. 
ther's tide wero Marcas Agripps and Severy, 
who had both been Conſuls. His Grandfather 
by his Father's {fide was Macer; by his Me 
ther's, Fulvjius Pius, He was born under the 
Conſulſhips of Erucius Clarus, and Seve, 
which was then the ſecond Conſulſhip of the 
firſt, upon the f1xth of the Ides of Aprii. When 
he- was but a Child, and before he had ay 
Tin&ure of the Latin and Greek Letters, in 
which he was afterwards ſo very perfe&, þ 
loved to play altogether at a Sport, 1n whid 
having Bundles of Rods and Axes carried be 
fore him, and a row of Boys ſtanding abou 
him, he fate himſelf down as a Judge, an 
tried Cauſes. 

In the Eighteenth Year of his Age, he & 
clamed in Publick. Afterwards he came 
Rome to make his Studies ; where through the 
Favour of his Kinſman, Septimzjns Severus, who 
had been twice Conſul, he received the Ho 
nour of the Emperor Marcus Antoninus to bo i 
created a Senator, Now his Landlord ml 
whom he lodged at Rowe,'upon ht firſt comi 
thither, way ag that moment Reading theL 
of the Emperor Hadrian, which he was quic 
to obſerve, as an Omen to himſelf of furur 
Grandeur. Another Omen that+he had, wif 
more parcicularly, as to his Reign, which nal 
this; oy, once invited to a Banquet of tf 
Emperor, he came in his Cloak, when 
ought to have come in his Gown ;z which t 
Emperor caking Notice of, he gave tim 4 
Gown of his own to put on, which wy - 
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ſame that he wore when he fate in Judgment, 
The ſame Night he dreamt that he ſucked the 
Breaſts of a Wolf, as if he was a Remus or a 
Romulus. He fate himſelf down in the Em- 
peror's Chair, which a Servant had put ont of 
s place, without thinking any thing of it, 
nor knowing that this was not permitted. As 
he was aſleep once at his Lodgings, a Serpent 
came and had twiſted it ſelf about his Head : 
which the Servant perceiving, cried out, and he 
awaked, and the Serpent went from him again 
withoue doing him any hurt. 

His Youth was fult of Fury and Wildneſles, 
which were ſometimes criminal. He was ar- . 
raigned for Adultery, but was acquitted by 
Didius Fulianus, the Proconſul of Africa, to 
hom he ſucceeded in the Charge of that Pro» 
onſulſhip, and was his Colleague in his Con- - 
Whip, and again ſucceeded him in the Em- 
He diſcharged his Queftorſhip of the 
of Rome, very welh, into which he was 
lected unanimouſly. Afterwards he was cho- 
len a Military Queſtor, that is, Pay-Maſter, or 
mmiſſary to the Army, for the Province of 
I/penia Batica. From thence he went into A- 
fries to receive the Succeflion to his Father who 
mas dead there. And whulſt he was in Africa, 
nſtead of the Province of Kftica, he was 
nade the Queſtor for the I{land ot Sardinia, 
cauſe the Adoors had laid waſte Hi/pania Ba- 
i, This Adminiſtration being over, he was 
Ivanced to be the Proconſul of Africa; in 
hich place a Plebeian of his own Town of 
90; di Barbaria coming to him, whilſt the 

Y Qz3 {| - Rods 
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The Life and Reign of the Vol. l 


1 
Rods were carried before him, and preſuming p; 
to embrace him, as his old Companion, 1! 
ordered him to be taken well Cudgelled 8 F 
with this Inſcription over his Head, Tow wh MO tt 
are a Plebeian, have a care of touching {o a Pro WM h: 
conſul of the People of Rome: Since which time W {c 
the Cuſtom 1s tor the Proconſuls to go out 4 Ml to 
ways in a Coach, whereas before they walks 
on Foot. He conſulted, being in Africa, wi 
an Aſtrologer, about his Fortune, which he 
was ſolicitous to know. ' The Aſtrologer tak 


things from it, ſays he to him, Give me 
own Horoſcope, and not another Man's : Sev 
proteſting, that it was his own, he told him 
all the things which afterwards arrived to him 
By the Favour of the Emperor Marc 
toninus, he was made a Tribune of the Pt 
which he diſcharged with the greateſt Ex 
neſs, and all the Stritneſs that could be & 
fired. Then he married Martia, of whom it 
{ays nothing himſelf, in his Hiſtory of his pr 
vate Life. But after he was Emperor, he 
up her Statues. In the Thirty Second Yea! 
of his Age, he was choſen a Prztor, before 
Number of others that were Compercitors 
gainſt him; At the ſame time, he was {a 
into Spain, Upon which he dreamt, that 
was ſaid to him, that he ſhouid reſtore tl 
Temple of Auguſtus at the City of Ton 
gona, which was falling into ruin ; and the 
that from the top of a very high Mou 
tain, he had a Proſpe&t given him 
the Earth, but particularly of the City ( 
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Rome, about which all the Provinces were joyn- 
ing in a Conſort of Harps, Voices, and ſweet 
Flutes. He gave the People the diverſion of 
the publick Shews in his abſence. Then he 
hat the command of the Fourth Legion, cal- 
led Scytbica, which we in Syria. In his way 
to which, he went to Athens, for the Curio- 
fity of obſerving the Studies and the Rites, 
the Works, and the Antiquities of that Seat 
of the Muſes : But becauſe he received ſome 
Injuries there from the Athenians, he became 
their Enemy ; and when he was Emperor, he 
was willing to avenge himſelf of them, by cut- 
ting ſhort their Privileges Next he was re 
moved to the Province of the Liomnois 1n Gal- 
hs, to be the Lieutenant there. And having 
loft his Wife, 'and propoſing to marry ano- 
ther, he took the Care firſt to be informed, 
being very well vers'd in the knowledge of 
Aſtrology himſelf, in the Nativities of his Mi- 
ſtreſſes; and as he had heard, that there was 
a Lady in Syria, who had found by her Nativity, 
that ſhe was to be married to a King, he court- 


ed her, and in fine, married her, whoſe Name ;; .,,4 
Was 7alis, by whom he. was ſoon after made Marriage 


a Father. 

His Exactneſs, his Honour, and his great 
Sbriety, cauſed him to be ſo much beloved a- 
monglt the Gauls, as never Perſon was. He 
was-tranſlated from thence to the Government 
of Pannonia, with a Proconlular Power. From 
Pamonia to Sicily, which was another Procon- 
ullhip; and when he had made his return a- 
gain to Rome, he received of his Wife a ſe- 
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cond Son; Being in Sicily, ho was accuſed of 
conſulting the Chaldzans and the Aſtrologen 
about his coming to the Empire, for which he 
was ordered to be heard before the Captaing 
of the Guards; who, it then-being the time 
that the Emperor Commodys began to fall int 
2n univerſa} odtum, acquitted him, and cp 
cified the Man that calumniated him. K 
was Conſul the firſt time in Conjuncion wi 
Apnletas Ruffmirs, by the particular appoint 
ment of Commedas. Atter his Conſulſhip, k 
continued an entire Year at Rome, withoit 
Employ ; and then by the recommends 
tion of Leatus, he was preferred to the Con 
mand of the Army in Germany, He hadh 
ved till now atRome, ia a very little Houſe with 
one {mall Plat of Ground to it. But as he went 
to take the Poſleflion of this laſt Charge,lt 
purchaſed himſelf a ſpatious Vis ; where ona 
taking a-\mall Repaſt rogether with his little 
Infants, and Fruit . being brought, his Eldel 
Son, who was then of the Ape of Five Year, 
diltributed it amongſt the Children, his Play 
Fellows, ſo liberally, chat his Father ſaid 
him, Net ſo faſt, my Son, you have not i 
Riches: of a King, The Child of Five Year 
old, an{wered, But I ſhell have, So being gone 
to his Command 1n Germany, he acqui 
h:mſelt in that fort, that he raiſed his Nam, 
which was already cnnobled, to a far hightt 
pich of Glory, | 
Hitherto he had followed Arms, but 1 
the Quality of a private Perſon. But no# 
the News coming that Commodus was killed 
| Jo 


Vol. I. Emperor Septimius Severus. 


and that Didias Fulianus, who for the preſent 
was upon the Throne, was univerſally hated ; 
the German Legions encouraged him no leſs 
than he declined it, eo put up for the Empire. 


They declared him Emperor upon the Ides of peclared 
Auguſt; at the ſame time he gave them a Emperor 


more than any Prince had ever done before; 
and having ſecured the Provinces which he 
left at his Back, he haſtened his March to 
Rome, Every one opened the way to him in 
all the places where he came. The Armies 
of Ihyricum and Gallis, {wore Fidelity to him. 
And every where they received him, as the 
Avenger of the Murder of Pertinax. In the 
mean time, Didins —_— prevailed with the 
fenate to declare 
nate ſent their Commiſſioners to his Army to 
command the Soldiers in their Names to de- 
part from his Service. It 1s truep it put him 
firſt into a great concern : but afterwards he 
managed the thing ſo, that he corrupted thoſe 
rery Commiſſioners, fo that they ſpoke to the 
Soldiers for him, and came over themſelves to 
his fide. Fulianws who was ſoon advertiſed of 
a Condut fo extraordinary, obtained then a 
W Decree of the Senate, im which it was de- 
8 clared, that the Empire ſhould be participated 
Ml betwixt himſelf and Severws : but whether this 
was with a ſincere, or a treacherous Intention, 
tis uncertain, becauſe in truth, he had before 
lent fome known Afſaflines to him, to kall 
him; and others, at the ſame time, to kill 
Peſcennizes Niger, who had allo taken up the 
Empus 


Bounty of Fifty Thouſand Seſterces, which was A 
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Empire againſt him, upon the Authority g 
the Forces in Syria. However it was, Severy 
eſcaped their Hands, and writ Letters to th 
Guards at Rome to abandon and (lay Julian 
which was executed upon him accordingly, a 
he was in the Court, and Severus was 1nvited to 
enter into Rome; who with a Fortune, which 
hath never happened co any before him, be 
came a Conqueror as it were with a War 
and ſo marched on to Kome at the Head & 
his Troops. '0 
He kept himſelf all the while in his Cany 
and Tents, in his march in Italy, no leſs tha 
if he ſtill appeared there with the face of a 
Enemy. The Senate deputed a Hundred or 
of their Body, as their Envoys to compliment 
and congratulate him; who came up to hwy 
at the City of Teramo in Abruzzo, Her 
ccived them when they ſaluted him, all in 4r 
mour, and.in the midſt of his armed Troops 
The next day all the Domeſticks of the Cour 
arrived to pay their Reverences to hum. He pre 
ſented the Envoys of the Senate with ſeven hun 
dred and twenty Pieces of Gold, and diſmilkd 
them. But yet if they pleaſed, he welcomed then 
to ſtay and to return to Rome 1n his Company. 
Then he immediately made Flawvius Fuvendi 
the Captain of the Guards, who was one that 
Fulianus had choſen to be a third Captain d 
the ſame under him. In the mean time, 
Trouble was very great at Rome, ainongſt 
Soldiers and the Citizens; becauſe Severn 
whom they judged their Enemy, approac 


co them with a puiſſant Army, Ar the ſams 
| e106 
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time the Legions in Syria had ſet up Peſcennius 
Niger, Emperor ; whoſe Edicts cheretore, and 
whoſe Letters to the People or to the Senate, 
Severus intercepted, that they ſhould not be read 
to the one or the other. And as he judged very 
well, that it concerned him to ſecure himſelf a- 
gainſt him,he ſent Heraclius to rake in theCoun- 
try of Bithynia; and Plautianusto make himſelt 
Maſter of the Children of Peſcennins Niger. 
Then coming up to the City of Rome, betore he 
made his entrance 1nto it, he ordered the old 
Guards there to appear before him withour 
their Arms, which they did, and he held a 
Council of War upon them, and ſurrounded 
them with Guards of his own Troops. 

In fine, as he made his publick Entrance 
into the City, himſelf and his Soldiers, all 
under their Arms, he took his way ſtrait 
up to the Capitol, From the Capitol, he 
procegded 1n the ſame form to the Palace, 
with the Banners which he had taken from 
the old Guards carried before him, not tly- 
ing, but furled, as in mourning. All the 
City over did the Soldiers ſpread themſelves, 
and filled the Temples, the Piazza's, and the 
Houſes of the Court, hike ſo many Inns. Ac 
their Diſcretion they took all things, without 
Buying, and threatned to plunder all:the City ; 
ſo that certainly one may ſay, the Entrance 
of Severus was odious and terrible. The next 
day he came, atcompanied with his Friends, 
and a great Guard of his armed Soldiers, to 
the Senate, where he gave the Senate an Ac- 
count of his aſſumption of the ,Empire, and 
complained, 
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complained , that Didius Tulienus had fem Wie 
Men, who were known Aflaſlines, to him, tg 
kill him. He obliged chem to paſs an Ag, 
that it ſhould be unlawful for the Emperor ty 
put to death a Senator, without taking thead. 
vice of the Senate, But whilſt he was therg 
the Army that had brought him 1n, demande 
of the Senate feditiouſly ten thouſand Seſtrr. 
ces, after the example of thoſe who had for. 
merly brought in Augufus Ceſar, and hai 
received that Sum. ah would have > 
prefled them, but he could not, without (wee 
ning them with Money ; which ſent thems 
way pacified. [In the next place, in honourd 
the Memory of Pertinax, he ſolemnized a Royil 
Funeral for him, in which he was repreſented 
by his Image; and he Conſecrated him a God, 
and appointed his Prieſts. He was willing to 
be called Pertmax himſelf, till the complaint 
his Friends made him aboliſh the name. again, 
as if 1t was ominous of a ſhort Reign. 

After this he rendred to every one what 
belonged to him; and he married his two 
Daughters, having endowed them well, to 
Probus and Aetivus. To the former of whom 
he offered the Government of the City of 
Rome; but he refuſed it, and ſaid, That & 
thought it leſs to be the Governor of Rome, tha 
to be the Son i Law of a Prince, He mad 
both of them Conſuls, and gave them great 
Riches. Another day he carhe to the Senate, 
and made a Proſcription of the 'Friends 
Didius Fulianus ; ſuch as againſt whom there 
were Accuſations brought, and —_— _ 
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dered them to be Executed, He heard a great 
many Cauſes Pleaded before him. He ſe. 
verely puniſhed the Magiſtrates of the Pro- 
rinces, who ſtood accuſed by their People, if 
he found the matter of their Accuſations proved 

ainſt them. He looked fo well after the 
Fir of the Magazines of Corn, which he 
fund in a very low condition, that when he 
died, he left enough for ſeven years to come. 
He took up an Expedition into the Eaſt to 
eſtabliſh che State of Afﬀairsthere; not ſpeak- 
ing any thing as yet openly of Peſcennixe Ni- 
7, only he immediately ſent Tome Legions 
nto Africa, for fear that Niger ſhould poſleſs 
himſelt of Alexandria or Carthage by the way 
of Libya and Egypt, and ſo afflitthe People of 
Rowe with a want of Corn. He left Domitius 
Dexter, Governor of the City of Rome, in the 
pace of Baſſus, and within thirty days of his 


ter he 
Saxs Rubra, he had an occaſion to appeale a 
great Sedition which was ariſen in his Army up- 
onthe ſubje of their Encampments. Here his 
Brother Gera met him ; whom he Commanded 
todo his Duty in what had been ordered him ; 
but Gets had been full, when he came, of other 
Hopes. Here alſo the Children of Peſcennius 
Mee were brought to him, whom he received 
and entertained with the ſame Kindneſs, as it 
they were his own. - He had fent a Legion to 
ſecure the Countries of Greece and Thrace, a- 
gainſt Niger, But, notwithſtanding that, Ni- 
Wer had already ſeized upon Byzantium and 
i þ ; pretended 


OR _ he ſet out from it again. Af- His Ex» 
ad marched as far as to a place called P*4#t10n 
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pretended to do the ſame to the City of 1. 

raclia ; and having put to death a great many 

Perſons' of his Army , becauſe he ſuſpedy 

them, Severw declared him, together wit 

e/Emilianus, the Proconſul of Aſia, an Eneny, 

Niger invited Severus to agree to a Participay, 

on of the Empire ; but this was ſighted, g 

verus promiſed him, if he pleaſed, his Life 

Safety: But he would give no Quartec to v4. 

milianus ; who therefore being beaten ſoong. 

ter upon the Coaſts of the Helleſpont by thy 

Captains of Severus, fled firſt to Cyziqua, al 

then to another City, in which he was Killed; 

Nioez and the Troops of Niger were alfo put tot 
defeared, Rout by the ſame. 

Severus with the News of this, ſent Letty 

to the Senate, as though his Work was dons 

He fought next in Perſon with Niger, 

«nd ſlain, killed him by the City of Cyzique, and or 

his Head to be carried about upon a Spex: 

whoſe Children, after this, whom he hadl 

therto received with the ſame kindneſs as bs 

own, and their Mother, he baniſhed. In 

mediately he gave the Senate, by Letter,an ac 

count of his Victory; and he put nons to 

death of the Senators, who had been of the 

fide of Niger, except only one. He waat 

ry with the City of Avztioch; becauſe the 

Pad both made a mock of his Adminiſtration 

, of things in the Eaſt, and had furniſhed N 

ger with Proviſions; ſo he deprived them of 

many of their Privileges. He deprived alſo 

the People of Sichem 1n Paleſtins, of theit 

Freedom of Rome ; becauſe they had bom a 

ong 
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long time armed for the ſervice of Niger, He 
chaſtiſed ſeveral other Cities that had followed 
him; and by the loſſes and damages which he 
made them ſuffer, he lefr upon chem the marks 
of his Reſentments. After this, he did a great 
many things about Arabia, He obliged the 
Parthians to yield to him, and the People of 
the Country of Adiabene, who were all 1n the 
lame Intereſts with Peſcennius Niger. Where- 
fore at his return, he was offered the honour 
of Trumph, and was Entitled Conqueror of 
the Arabians, Adiabenians, and Parthians ; but 
the Triumph he refuſed ; leſt it ſhould be pre- 
tended that he triumphed a for Victory, gained 
a5 it were over his own Subjeas, and he re- 
fuſed the Style of Conqueror of the Parthians, 
not to offend the Parthians too ſenfibly. 

But no ſooner was he returning to Rome 
fom the Civil- War of Peſcennius Niger, but he 
had the News of another, which he was to Revole of 
ſuſtain againſt Clodius Albinus, who had re- Clodius 
voted in Gallia. This occaſioned him to come 319 
mand the Children of Nzger, and their Mo- 
ther to be put to death. Then he immediately 
declared Albinus an Enemy, and all his Adhe- 
rents, if they had but written tenderly to him, 
or anſwered his Letters. And as he was upon his 
way againſt him, meeting with his eldeſt Son 
Boſianus at the Village of Vimy near Lions, he 
conferred upon him the Title of Ceſar, and 
called him by the name of Aurelius Antoninus 
Baſianus. The: reaſon whereof was; to cut 
oft his Brother Gets from the hopes which he 
had conceived of the Empire. And he _ 

| im 
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he haddreamt that an Antominus ſhould ſucceed 


. beenof a mind to paſs out of his own Famj- 
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him by the name of Antoninus, either becauſe 


him, for which reaſon ſome fy that Geta had 
had given to himſelf the fame name; or be. 
cauſe Severus himſelf had ſometime formerh 


ly into that of Marcus Antoninus. The Cap 
tains of Severus were at firſt defeated by thols 
of Clodius Albinus ; which caſt him into the 
concern, thathe conſulted with the Augmrd 
Pannonia about his Fortune 5; who: told hin 
that he ſhould be the Conqueror, but yet thy 
his Adverſary ſhonld: neither fall into 
power, neither fave himſelf ; and that 
ſhould periſh by the fide' of a .Water. 

was it long after this, before ſeveral of 
Friends of Albimus abandoned. him, and ca 

and preſented themſelves before Sewers, and} 
others of his Captains were taken Prifonay 
upon whom he' exacted a rigorous Chaſtiſ 
ment. | "708 
After agreat many things had paſt varioulf 
on both ſides, the Battel of Tournom near b 
was fought, in whigh Severus carried the:Ds 
with the- greateſt ſucceſs; only he was once 
thrown from his Horſe, and the Army believmg 
him to be killed, was jaſt upon the: poins# 
making another Emperor. The Senate had 
this time-read ſome things, which were in tw! 
praiſe of Clodins Celſinus, who was of the CW d 
of Mabomets 1n' Africs, and' the Kinſman 0 Weat 
Albinus :- which diſobliging Severus, as if G 
had meant it in the favour of Albimus him W* t 
and thinking that he could not better reveng (Focr 
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upon them, than by Conſecrating Commo- 
u a God ; he firſt of all pronounced him a 
xd amongſt the Army, and then writ the 
ne to the Senate, with ayrecital of the Vi- 
QDory,- and commanded that the Bodies of the 
enators Who were killed in the fight, ſhould 
left abandoned and unburied.. The Body 
Albinus being brought to him , but half 
2d, he ordered his Head to be cut off, and 
rried to Rowe with the Letters which he writ 
pon this Subjet. He was overcome the ele- 
nth day of the Calends of March; his 
xdy was expoſed before his own Tent «ll 
ftunk : Severus 11d his Horſe over it ; and 


> Horſe boggling at it with horror, he forced | 


non with the Spur. Act laſt he ordered ic 
thrown into the River of Rboſne, toge- 
rwith thoſe of his Wife and Children. 


24 t 


He put to feath after this an infinite nume His ex- 
r.of Perſons of the Party of Albinus, and #7*e Se- 
nonglt che reſt, many of the Chief of Rome, 777 


xeveral Ladies of Quality. All whoſe 


ſtates were Confiſcated, and returned into 


i Exchequer. He did the ſame, on this oc- 
hon, with ſeveral of the Grandees of Spain 
Id Gallia, So that he gave the Soldiers the 
eateſt Pay by this means, that any Prince 
Tdid;- and to his Children by virtue of chis 


Wolcription he left the moſt of any Prince ar 


death, For he had amaſſed to himſelf the 
ateſt part of the Gold and Silver that was 
Gallis, and in all Spain, and all Italy. He 
3 the firſt that Conſticuted the Officer of 
Curator of the Private Afﬀairs of the Em- 

R peror ; 
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peror; or Keeper of the Privy Purſe». Magy 
others of the Party of Albinw, keeping thay 
Faith to him, which they had promiſed, wer 
defeated in Battel, likewiſe by Sever#ss, Thy 
Arabian Legion had revolted to him. All wh 
aggravated the Revenge of Severus upon 
Party ; of whom having killed a great may 
more, and extinguiſhed the whole Family 
the Albini, he came to Rome in a Choley 
the People and the Senate : where he applaudg 
Commodus publickly both to the one andy 
other : called him a God; ſaid they were ay 
infamous Perſons and Poultrons, to whowy 
had been diſpleaſfing: you might ſee, how 
evidently furious. Then he diſcourled wa 
his own Clemency, though of all Men he 
been the moſt Cruel, and had murdered4 
Senators following, without any legal 
who were all on Hoke Perſongpges : M 
us Secundinus, Aſellius Claudianus, Chas 
fas, Vitellius Vitor, Papius Fauſtys, 
Celſus, Fulins Rufus, Loli Pr 5A 
leius Cornelianus, Antoninas Balbus, Poſt 
Severns, Sergins Luſtratus, Fabins Pa | 
nixs Gracchus, Muſtius Fabiauus, Caſperims 
grippinus, Cejonivus Albinus, - Claudins Sulpi 
nus, Menwmins Rufinus, Caſperins of 
' CocceimVerms, Erucits Clarus, L. Stilo, 
Rufus, Egnatuleins Honoratws, Petronius 
Feſtus, Neratianus, Aurelianns, Materianm,. ja 
lianms, and Albinus, of the Family of the lygWic 
cennii; Macrinus, Fauſtinianus, Tulianm, 4 
the Family of the Cere/lis ; Herennius 
Sulpitins Can, V glerins Catulinss, "— 
u 
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fas, Claudine | Arabidnis, and Marins Aſcellio. 
Of theſe; | che ' gteuteſt part were of the de- 
gee 'of the Conſtk; others Prztors, but all 
certaialy vory excellent _ the murdering 
of .homy ſo many' and fo illuſtrioas, as they 
mere, made the African adrifire Severns as a 
Deny. He charged Cineins Severns with a de- 
fign to have Poyfonett hint, attt fo likewiſe 
put. him to dearth, | He threw Narciſſus, who 
had firangled Commmodus, to the Lions. Many 
of obſcure Note-and Birch beſides he killed, 
not to ſpeak of the reſt who were taken off by 
he cights of War. 

Aheor all chis;, being willicng ta recommend 


Wel' the Poſt, and che Publick Carriages from 
by ate Perſons; to'lay if upon <i& Exchequer, 


s ewn abfoluce Authority erefted Sta» 
to his Fath&, Mother, Grandfather, and 
be firſt Wife. - He conceived  ſach a great 

dauit! againſt Plautianus, after knowing his 

Lie; that from afi intimate Favourie, he de- 

ed him @ publick Enemy, and did him 

begilprace tw'throw down his Statnes which 
tore had been placed next to thoſe of the 
ecltions and Allies of Severzs, 1n all places of 
ae Empire where they were. He remitted 

Wc People of Paleſtine, the Punifſhments which 

had menaced them with in the Cauſe of 

Yeemnins Niger. Afterwards he received Plau- 
win fayout again, and baniſhed his Ene- 

- 3 mies $ 


. 


imſeif to che People, he removed the Charge 


ordered his Son Baſfianus Antonmus, to be Declares 
Jared Ceſar by the Senate, and to wear the his Son 
nfigns of Majeſty —y : and next of Czſar. 

, he 
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e 111001. 


The Life and Reign of the Vol. 


mies: who entred the City, as it were in Tr 
umph, and went up to the Capitol ; and ye 
in Proceſs of time, for all that he killed hm 
He gave the Man's, or the Rowen Gown, 1 
Gets his youngeſt Son; and married his Elie 
to a Daughter of Plautianus. He made they 
both Conſuls ; but Gets, his own Brother, þ 
killed. Then the Parthian War came 
upon his going to which, he firſt treated th 
People with the Games of the Gladiators, a 
gave them a Largeſs. But ſtill he put toded 


ſeveral Perſons, whether for real, or wil 


tended Cauſes, whilſt cheſe things paſt. Som 
becauſe they Rallied upon him otherakal 
they held their Tongues and ſaid noth 
Some becauſe they had ſaid, He was an 
peror that bad not his name for nothing. A 
Pertinax, a right Severus. . 
As for the Parthian War, certainly it 


deſire of Glory, rather than that he was 
ried upon 1t. by any _— He imba 
his Army at the Port of Brindif; from whend 
continuing on his Journey, he came into$ 
7:4, where he prepared himſelf to make W 
upon the Parthiazs in their own Country,' 


he had driven them out of their Footings 


thiss Together with which, -by the advic 
Plautianus, he hunted after the Reliques of 
Faction of Peſcenmmius Niger, and flew the 
without Mercy. Others he (Jew, pretendi 
.that they had conſulted the Aftrologers i 
the Diviners concerning his death. Part 
lacly he ſuſpe&ed every one that was but ff 
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yer to make an Emperor of. wana his Sons 
mere yet lictle, which was the cime for Men 
to try their Fortunes, either he heard, that it 
was {aid by them, or he imagined, that they 
laid fo. But yet as to ſome, who were mur- 
dered, he excuſed himſelf, and denied that it 
had been done by his order ; and particularly 
Marius Maximus ſays, he did it in the Caſe of 

vs, His own Siſter making him a Vilie 
fom the Town of Napoli di Barbaria, where 
he was born, had brought her Son along 
th her: and as ſhe was one that was ſcarce 
le co ſpeak the Latin Tongue, ſhe made the 
Imperor bluſh for her very much : who gave 
er ſeveral rich Preſents, and made her Son a 
nator ; bur when that was done, he ordeced 
Jer to go back to her own Country again, 
and take her Son with her, who ſoon after died. 
The Summer being over, becauſe in thoſe 
arts the Wincer 15 the beſt Seaſon for War, 
entred into the Kingdom of Parthis ; and 
bliging the Enemy to give way to him, 

marched forward, and ſet himſelf down 
detore Creſipbon, which he rook. Bur as his 
Sdldiers had lived but upon the Roots of the 
Herbs which chey found, wherxeby they had 
Weontra&ed great ficknefſes, and particularly 
he Flux, which hindered their Marches, he 
xhed himſelf with the Conqueſt which hg 
d made, having killed a great number of 
Enemy, and put to thght their King, 
hich gained him the Title of Conqueror of 
he Parthians, His eldeſt Son the Czlar Baſ- 
ms Antoninus, of thirteen years of Age, was 
R 3 | upon 
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upon this occaſion by the Army proclaimed if; 
Partner in the Empire with his Father ; an; 
his younger Son, Geta Antoninus, Was declared Mpyr. 
at the ſame time Ceſar. Wherefore Sevey 
gave to the Army a very large Donative, an 
all the Booty of the Town of Cre/ipbon, accord Wet « 
1ng to their defire, which they were becony 
the Maſters of, From thence he returned 
Conqueror into Syria The Senate offere 
him the Tf- 07 of a Triumph ; which he & 
fuled, bc....'c he could not fit in the Charia, ſkier 
by reaſon ©: the Gout, which aftiited hin oh 
But he permitted his Son to receive it in by 
Place; to whom the Senate had decreed; 
Triumph in relation to the ſucceſſes over tyMhis c 
7ew:s. For all things had paſſed well in Sri 
as well as Parthia, under the Condu of $ 
Vers. In fine, being come to Antioch, by 
granted to his eldeſt Son the Roman Go 
and appointed him to be Conſul with him 
Accordingly'they both entred upon their Cop 
fulſhips in Syrie, After which, having gratibel 
the Army with a Bounty upon that Subd, 
they took their way to Alexandria, | ff | 
In this Expedition he made a great man} 
Laws to Eiiabbſh the Rights of the People d 
Paleſtine. He forbad Men to turn Tews, ur 
der agieat pena!:y,and he made the like Orv 
nances as to the Chriſtians. He granted totk 
Cuy of Alexandria tae Privilege of a Senatt;}MWTre 

beltdes which he changed their Laws 1n ſeven 
tings. He was much pleaſed with his Voy 
age into theſe Parts, to fee the Worſhip of thi 
(od Serapis, and becaule of the ſingular ſtrang 
ne 
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\#fs of the Animals, and places which he ſaw 
He viewed Memphs and Memon, the 
Pyramids and the Labyrinth, with great Care 
nd great Satisfaction. 
It would be too tedious to purſue the Life 
# chis Prince in Matters of a lefſer Note. 
herefore his diminiſhing the Power of the 
Pretorian Guards at Rome, after Fulianwe was 
-onquered and killed, and his conſecratin 
Pertmax a God,contrary to the Will of the Sol. 
tiers, Were bold and great Actions. He ſeems 
0 have deſerved the Name of Pertinax, (which 
he aſſumed) not ſo much for his Ageqion 
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o Pertinax the Emperor, as for the auſterity of 
s manners, and his own pertinaciouſnels in 
hat he did. As one of the Enemy, who was 

en had caſt himſelf humbly at his Feet, and 
id to him; Sir,vhat would yourſelf bawe done in 
place? He not at all fofrened with fo pru- 


£ > —_ ” 
- 


_— 


A, 


—_— 
KY 
© IT p 
: A. ae. Sy XxX rz,z 


kent an Expreflion, commanded him to be 
iled without remorſe. He was bent upon 
iterly extirpating the Parties that were againſt 
im, and almoſt from no place did he come 
ft leſs than Conqueror. 
He conquered Abgarns, the King of Perſia. t1;; other 
he Arabians yielded themſelves under his Succeſſes. 
Obedience. He made the Adiabens Tributary 
) him. He fortified Great Britain, which 1s 
e greateſt Ornament of his Reign, with a 
rench drawn croſs the Iſland, from the one 
Ocean to the other, from whence he received 
& Title of Conqueror of the Britains. He put 
Native Country of Tripols into a Condiz 


won of the greateſt Security, and a laſting 
R 4 Peacs 
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Peace, by ſubduing thoſe moſt Warlike N; 


tions, Which lie all about it ; for which tþ 
Tripolines in return, preſented him with Oy 


- and Corn, every Year in abundance; ay 


His Vite 
ſuſpe Cled. 


cave for that purpoſe ſome fruitful Fields 
ever to the People of Rome. As he was of; 
Temper to be implacable towards ſuch as tral 
orefſed their Duty ; ſo on the other hand, þ 
was of a ſingular good Judgment in makiy 
Choice of Perſons to ſerve him, who mer 
Men of Fidelity. He was much addicted 
the Studies of Philoſophy and Eloquence, al 
had a defire to know the reſt of the Scienc 
He was a mortal hater of Robbers. Hem 
his awn Lite himſelf faithfully , as he wa: 
private Man, and as he Emperor ; in whd 
however, he excuſes as much as he can, th 
Fault of his Cruelty. The Senate gave th 
Judgment upon him, that either he ought ns 
ver to have been born, or he ought never t 
die, Becauſe he ſeemed at once to be ta 
Cruel to keep, and too uſeful to lole. 

In the mean time, as to his Aﬀaits withia hi 
own Fam:ly, he was not fo very Prudent, Fa 
the Virtue of his Wiſe Ful:a was much to bel 
ſpeed. She was allo an Accomplice in a Can 
{piracy that was fornr'd againſt him, yet hel 
red her, and kept her with him. Whilſt hely 
lame of the Gout in his Feet, which retardedtk 
Operationsof the War, which the Army bor 
1mpatiently, they had nominated his Son Beſſ 
us, to mar.h as Emperor at the Head of then 
Severus immediate]y upon this, called a Coun 


cil of War, co which, cauſing hunſelt _ 
taken 
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taken up, and carried and placed upon the 
Tribunal ; and having cited to 1t all the Tri- 
bunes, Centurions, Captains, and the principal 
Officers of the Army, that had been the Au- 
thors of that Action, together with his Son; 
he demanded of them all, Whether they were 


| returned to their Duty ? who all, except his Son, 


whom he had pardoned, proſtrating chemſelves 
before him for Mercy ; ſays he, 1 hope now you 


,are [atisfied, it is the Head that rules, and not 


the Feet, Another very remarkable Exprel- 
fion of his, is, being one whom Fortune had 
raiſed from a low Birth by ſeveral degrees to 
the Empire, with the Afdiſtance of Letters, and 
the Knowledge r}:zc he had acquired in Arms; 
ſays he,I bawe bee + .' romngs,and all's worth nothing, 
He died at Zork 1n Great Britain, 1n an ad- 
vanced Age, and the Eighteenth Year of his 
Reign, of a very violent Malady, the Gour, 
after having ſubdued the Nations which were 
troubleſome to the Repoſe of that Country. 
He lefte Two Sons, Antonmus Baſſianus and 
Geta, to which latter he gave the lame Name 
of Antoninus, 1n Honour of the Emperor Mar- 
cs Antoninus. He was interred in the Sepul- 
chre of Marcus Antoninus, tor whom gf all the 
Emperors, he had that Honour, and held his 
Memory ſo dear, that he conlecrated even 
his Son Commodns Amtoninus a God, and thought 
that for the future, the Name of Antoninns 
ought to bg inſeparable from the Perſon of the 
Emperor, as well as that of Augs2us, for ever: 
The Senate, his Chilaren, and thole of his Fa- 
mily, joyned to make a magnihcent O—_ 
or 
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for him, and he was likewiſe enrolled in the 
Number of the Gods. The publick Works of 
his that are extant, are chiefly thele; the Sep- 
tiz0nium, his Baths, and his Jani. The Judg. 
ment that was paſſed upon him after his Death 
was ſo much the more to his Honour, as his 
Son, and thoſe Princes that came atcer, proved 
unfortunate to the State ; when all things were 
abandoned into the Hands of Robbers, tha 

made a Prey of all the Grandeur and the Ri. 
ches of the Romans. He was fo little curious 

of fine Cloaths, that his Veſt had ſcarce any 

Studs of Purple upon it; and over that, he wore 

a looſe ſhagged Coat. He eat little, and loved 

above all things the Peaſe, Beans, and Pulle of 
his own Native Country ; he ſometimes drank 

pretty freely ; often quite abſtained from fleſh 

e was handſome as to his Perſon ; big, with 

a long Beard; his Hair naturally curl'd ; of an 

awful Countenance; a ſweet Voice, but ſoms 

thing of an African Tone with it to the lak, 

After his Death, he was more beloved than 

ever he had been during his Life ; becaule 

People then had ceaſed to envy him, and b& 

cauſe they were out of the fear of his Cruelty, 

I remember, I have read in &Elius Maus, 
the manumitted Servant of Phlegon of Trakes, 
that this Prince, when he died, rejoyced intt 
nitely, that he left behind him two Sons of 
the Name of Arteninus to ſucceed in the Em- 
pire, and to be of equal Power with one ano- 
ther, after the Example of the Emperor Ante 
minus Pius, who was ſucceeded at once by 


Marcus Amtoninus and Verus Antoninus, who 
yet 
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yet being the Sons of that Prince but by A- 
doption ; it pleaſed Severus ſo much the more, 
to think that his ewo Sons were his own, and 
derived of his own Blood ; that is, Baſſienus 
Antoninus, whom he had by his firſt Wite, and 
Gta Antoninus, whom he had by Juke. But 
he was much miſtaken in his good hopes as 
to them both. The untimely Murder of the 
one, and the Vices of the other equally de- 
prived che State of reaping any Good by 


them. ? 

And really when I have ſometime refleted 
upon this, I have with aſtoniſhment obſerved, 
may it pleaſe your Majeſty O Dizoclefies, that 
ſeldom any of the great Men have ever 
left a good and an uſeful Son behind them. 
But either they have died all without Ifue, or 
if they have had Children, their Children have 
been ſuch, that it had been better for their 
Glory to have left none at all. To begin 
with Romulus, he left the World no Children ; 
nor Numa Pomyilius, who were of any Service 
to the State, What ſhall I ſay of Camillus ? 
Had he any Children hkethimſelf 2 What had 
Scipio? What had che Cato's, who were all ſach 
great Men 2 What ſhall I ſay of Homer, De- 
moſt benes, Virgil, Saluſt, Terence, Plautw, and 
ſo many other excellent Perſons 2 What ſhall 
I ſay of Ceſar ? What ſhall I ſay of Tuly ? 
but that it had been much better, that he had 
left no Children neither. What ſhall I ſay of 
Auguſtus himſelt 2 - who had not a good even 


adoptive Son, though he had all the World to _ 


chuſe out of, Trajan was allo miſtaken in the 
. Choice 
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Choice that he made of his own Country 
man, and one of his own Blood. But to 9 
mit any more adoptive Sons for the ſake of 
Antoninus Pins and Marcus Antoninas, who were 
Two ſuch Divinities: What had been hap. 
pier than Marcus Antoninus, if he had not lek 
Commodus his Heir 2 what more Glorious than 
Septimius Severus, it he had never begotten 
Baſſianus ? who murdered his Brother, for x 
Crime maliciouſly invented by himſelf, and 
then charged it upon him who married hy 
Mother-in-Law, who was as good as an own 
Mother to him, and in whoſe Arms he had 
before killed her Son, his Brother ; who killed 
Papmian, that Sanctuary , that Treaſure of 
all che Docrine of the Laws, only becauſe 
he would not juſtify ſo cruel a Fratricidg 
Therefore in compariſon with this Son, Severy 
the Father, though he was in all Reſpeds a 
hard, or rather a cruel Prince, was accounted 
Pious, and worchy of the Conſecration of x 
God; who as he lay on his Death-Bed, ſent, 
they ſay, to this his Son, that Divine Oration 
in Salut, of the King Micipſa to his Children. 
But ic was fo quite loſt upon Baſſianus Anto- 
vinws, that he hved long in the hatred of the 
People, to whom although he gave a Bounty 
of thoſe Coats called Caracala, from whence 
himſelf hath che Name of Caracalus; and 
though he built thoſe Baths of his Name, which 
are very Magnificent, yet that Holy and Ve 
nerable Stile of Antoninzws, became much the 
leſs beloved for his ſake. He, as we are told, 


* buiit befides the Portico which is at Rome, with 


d very 
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very great Splendor, in which there are repre- 
=r the memorable Exploits of Severz his 
Father. 

The Signs fore-running the Death of the Sign fore- 
Emperor Septimins Severus, were theſe. He running 
dreamt, that he was carried up to Heaven in a #' Pearh. 
Chariot, drawn by four Eagles, and enrich'd 
with precious Stones, and I know not what 
large humane Form flying before him : thar as 
he was elevated in the Air, he diſplay'd the 
Numbers Eighty Nine, beyond which Age pre- 
ciſely he did not hve; for he was already old, 
when he came to the Empire, Then that he 
continued a long time alone and deſtitute of 
help, 1n a great Circle by himſelf, till at laſt, 
fearing to fall to Earth again, he ſaw himſelf 
called by Fupiter, and placed amongſt the Anto- 
zinuſes., One day whilſt the Games of the 
Cirque were celebrating, as there were three 
Figures of Viory, with Palms in their hands 
placed according to Cuſtom upon the Platform 
where the Emperor's Throne is ; that in the 
middle bearing a Globe, on which was in- 
ſcribed the Name of Severzs , was blown down' 
with a blaſt of Wind to the Ground, and 
there lay. The other, which was inſcribed 
with the Name of Gets, fell, and was broken 
to pieces; but that which was inſcribed with 
the Name of Baſſienw ſtood, but with much 
ado, . and loſt its Palm-branch in the 'Wind. 

After he had finiſhed his Wall or Trench in 
Great Britain, and was returning to the next 
Garriſon victorious, having hereby aſſured the 
Peace of that Country for ever, he was think- 
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ing in his mind, what ſort of Omen he ſhoul 
meet with upon it ; 2 Black-moor who was ( 
the Number of his Soldiers, and who was ; 
famous Droll, always ready to make ſome plez. 
ſant piece of Rallery, preſents himſelf befog 
him, with a Crown in his hand made of Cy. 
preſs ; Severus in anger, commanded him in 
mediately to retire out of his fight, being fey 
fibly touched with the double 111 Omen of hs 
Hew, and the Matter of his Crown. In t& 
mean time ſaid the Man, Your AMajefty hai 
been all Things, and conquered all Things, nm 
be a God. Being afterwards returned to the 
City of York, and going to diſcharge his Dew 
tion, he was conduged by a-miltake of a 
Augur, into a Temple of Belone, and net 
the Beaſts which were preſented: to him to 
crifice, were black : But he refuſing to: Sac 
fice in that colour, retired to the- Palace, and 
the ſame black Victims being left neglected by 
the Prieſts, went after him as far as to the Gate 
of the Palace. 

In a great many Cities there are Works 
which he ordered to be done, which are exceb 
lent ; but particularly at Rome, all the publick 
Edifices which were decaying by old-Ape, and 
the courſe of time, he reſtored, and whichws 
a great Acion in him, without ſcarge ever in 
fcribing his own Name upon one of them, but 
every where continuing upon them the Names 
of their antient Founders. At his Death ht 
left in- the publick Stores, Corn - to: ſerve for 
Seven Years to come, at the rate of = 

each 
64 


Seventy Five Thouſand Modis a day, 


Vol.I. Emperor Septimius Severus. 


each Modiuy was a Peck and half. And for 
Oyl, he left fuch a Quantity, as was ſufficient 
not only for the City of Rome, but all Italy 
upon occaſion, for Five Years. They fay that 
his laſt Words were theſe; I found the State 
when 1 received it, every where in Diſturbance, 
[ leave it in Peace even 10 the Britains. Old 
and Lame, as I am, 1 leave the Empire firm to 
my Sons, if they are good: But in a feeble Con- 
dition for them, if they are bad. The laſt Watch- 
word which he ordered to be given to the Tri- 
bune, was, Laboremas, let us take Pains; as 
that of Pertinex, the firſt day that he was ad- 
mitted to the Empire, was, AMilitemus, let us 
fight, He had deſigned a ſecond Royal Image 

Fortune to be made and 2dded to that 
which always ſtands in the Emperor's Cham- 
bers, and. 1s uſed to accompany them in all 
Places where they go3 he delired to leave of 
thoſe moſt ſacred Figures, to each of his Sons 
one, But when he found himſelf preſſed 
with the approaching hour of his Death, it is 
laid, he bes re that chat Image of Fortune, 
which there was, ſhould be carried alternative- 


ly into the Chambers of his Two Sons; but 


Baſſhanus Antoninus {lighted that Order, even 


betore he had killed his Brother. 

His Body was brought from Great Britain to 
Rome, where it was received with the greateſt 
Reverence of all the: Provinces ; though ſome 
lay, it was only his Aſhes which were broughe 
to Rome, repoſed in a little Ucn of Gold, 
which was interred in the Sepulchre of the 
EL 4nteninuſſes ; and that the Body was burnt up- 

on 
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on the place where he died. When he built 
the Septizonium, he had no other Deſign in it, Nl — 
but to make appear the Magnifhcence of his ' 
Work, to the Eyes ef thoſe, who particularly 

ſhould come- oue of his Native *Country of 
Africa ; and if he had not been prevented, it is 

ſuppoſed, he would have made a ſtately Intrady 

from thence to the Palace Royal ; as afterward 

the Emperor Alexander Severus would haye 

done, but that the Soothſayers prohibited him, 

for Reaſons in their Art. | 
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TT is a difficule thing, and ſuch as we rare- 

8 ly fee done, to publiſh co the World a juſt 
Account 'of Perſons who ds under the 
tion of Rebels and Ulſurpers, by being 
dnquered, and becauſe they are conclude: 
d by another Perſon's Vicorv, All ce Cir- 
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on the place where he died. When he buile 
the Septizonium, he had no other Defign in it, 
but to make appear the Magnifhcence of hig ' 
Work, 0 the Eyes '@f thoſe, who particularly 
ſhould come- oue of his Native *Country of 
Africa ; and if he had not been prevented, it is 
ſuppoſed, he would have made a ſtately Intrads 
from thence to the Palace Royal; as ator 
the Emperor Alexander Severus would have 
done, but that the Soothſayers prohibited him, 
for Reaſons in their Art. o 
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BY 
ALIUS SPARTIANUS. 


Is a difficule thing, and ſuch as we rare- 
ſee done, to publiſh to the World a juſt 
& Account of Perſons who die under the 
gon of Rebels and Utſurpers, by being 
nquered, and becauſe they are concluded 
by another Perſon's << All the Cir- 


cnmitances 


—_ _ ——————— AE) — Cxciy 
THE 
O F 
FESCENNIUS NIGER, 
Dedicated to the 


as. lt GO” I EC en OOO el OO OO OOe—Omnn—_ 


268 


tis Ex- 
trattnons 


' prefſed in the Monumenes, and the Annals 


The Life of © Vol. 


cumſtances of ſuch are ſcarce ever fully ex. 


the Antients; for that which 1s great of then, 
and to their Honours, 1s either generally ds 
praved and turned another way, or it is ſup 
preſſed. Nether 1s there ſo much Care take 
to ſeek into the things that concern their 0. 
gine and their Lives, as to recount their En 
For when they have w—_ them to thy 
and told the War, in which they were ons 
come, and how they ſuffer'd for the boldnekd 
their Attempts, they perſuade themlelyes thy 
have ſaid enough about them. Thus Pie 
mins Niger was, as ſome ſay, born of very 
dinary, as others, of honoutable Parents; t 
is, the Jatter ſay, that his Father was Am 
Fuſcws, hii Mother Lampridia, his Grandlathe 
the Curator of the Towns of Aquins ; -acc 
ding to which, his Family was of the Eque 
ſtrian Order : but yet thus is a thing wha 
this day, others will diſpute. His Inſtrud 
in Letters was but indifferent, no more th 
was his Eſtate. His manner of Lite wast 
derate ; his Temper hot enough; but parti 
larly of an unbridled Paflion to Liberty: 8 
was a long time a Centurion, and afterwi 
through ſeveral other Commands in the W 
came to be the General of the Forces 
Syria, unto which the Emperor Commods 
preferred him, by the Credit and the rea 
mendation chiefly of that very Perſon, a 

things went at that time, who afte lleg 
ſtrangled Commodus, Mid 
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Aﬀer the Death of Commodes, and the Death 
alſo of his Succeſſor Pertinax, Peſcenmius Niger (ec 
up for the Empire upon the Authority of the 
fame Forces of Syria; encouraged to it from 
Rite, where Didias Fulianus, who had fſuc- 
ceeded to Pertinax, was {o hated by the People, 
that they publickly curſed him, ang threw 
Stones at him, and prayed, that the Gods would 
give them Niger to be their Prince, and Niger 
to come to the Sutcour of the City. Here- 
opon Fuliezas (echt a Centurion with Orders 
to bring him the Head of Niger, which was a 
rery imprudent'Fancy indeed, as if it was ſuch 
an eafje matter for a-{ingle Centurion to make 
himſelf the Maſter of one, who was at the Head 
of a puiſfanet Army, and could very well main- 
tin himfelf. With the ſame imprudence it was 
that he propoſed to take off the Head of Se- 
vw, after he hM already been declared Em- 
feror, and'to ſend a Man to command in his 
pace. For he had ſent the known Aſſafline, 
Hquilins a Centurion, to him to kill him; as 
if lo powerful a General, was ſo cafily to 
killed by a Centurion, But yer all this was 
Ws judicious, as his pretending to prohibit Se- 
verw from the Empire by Law, becauſe him- 
ſelf was in the prior Poſleflion of it. 

' In fine, the Inclinations of the People to- He 5; be- 
ards Peſcenmims Niger, and their averſion to {»v'd by 
Fulines, appeared luffeciently in this ; that *2* People 
hilt Fuliawus was Entertaining them with 
he Games of the Cirque; even then, they 
led upon the Name of Peſcennius Niger, 
d wiſhed publickly for his coming to the 

- SUCCOUC 
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Succour of the City. Upon which occaſion 
Fulianus it 15 ſaid pronounced theſe Words, Thy 
if they bad him, be would wot Reign 

them, no more than himſelf. But Severus, ol \ 
ſaid, might, though be was the moſt of all nhl 
bated by every body ; which in the event proved 
true. 

Now 1n the time that Severus was the Lig. 
tenant of che Province of Lugdunum in Gall 
Peſcennius Niger and he had contracted a y 
great Friendſhip with one another ; inf 
chat the latter having acquitted himſelf in ſou 
Attions there with a great deal of Brangy 
and Honeſty againſt the Enemy ; he re 
himſelf ſo perfeatly agreeable to Sewervs, the 
Severus recommended him to the Empeg 
Commodus, and engaged for him, as a Perky 
that was neceſſary to be employed in ty 
State, And certainly he was a very good vol 
dier, and underſtood the Diſcipline of Wa 
perfetly well. He never ſuffered his Ma 
to extort from their Quarters in the Proving 
Wood or Qyl, or any manner of Service, 
never made Gain to himſelf out of their Bay; 
nor when he was a Tribune, did he ſuffert 
other Officers to do ſo: And after he was 
up to be Emperor, he commanded two Tit 
bunes who were guilty of making Advat 
to themſelves out of the Pay of their Soldie 
to be ſtoned to Death. 
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XLETTER of Severus him- 

ſelf, written to Ragonius Celſus the 
Governour of Gallia, lays thus of 
him. | 


have overcome in the Field; whereas your Men 
Bd wihing but ramble bere and there; the Tri- 
hm: are Bathing themſelves at Noon day, Dine 
Eu Taverns, and Lye in Inns; Dance, Drink and 
vinp, and call this the only Rule that they bave, 

thit they Drink without all Rale. Certainly, 
oh w/d theſe Things be, if we had the leaſt Vem 
of the Diſcipline of our Fore father: m us ? Firff 
therefore, correft the Tribunes, and then you will 
amend the Soldiers ; who will no longer ſtand in 
fear of you, if you are in fear of them. Tow ma 
bw ths by Peſcennius Niger, that the Soldiers 
wil never be kept to their Duties, unleſs the Tri- 
Wl fares and the Captains that are over them, ap- 
Wl yrove themſelves before them, good and wirtuous 
en. 


$0 much the Emperor Severus owned con- 
cerning his Rival _ Niger, of whom 
he had gotten the Victory. The Emperor 
Marcus Antoninus hath a Letter to Cornelius 
Bilbus concerning him, which ſays thus. . 


OS . "TOP 
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TT xs 4 miſerable thing, that we. cannot imj- Letters in 
MI tate the Military Diſcipline of bim whom we his Favoi.s 
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Trajan did never beſtow, but upon ani 


engages bim to quit the Service of the Statti 


Even to Severus, ai Which Severus was diſoblige 
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OU commend Pelomaite to me, 1 wil 

him. For your Predeceſſor told me, tleſfh 
be was @ brave Man, of an honeſt Life ; nl wt 
that be was worthy to be promoted to 8 high 
Station, So 1 have (ent Letters, which ar wOul 
read at the Head of the Troops, wherein I bave or 
dered him the command of a body of Three Hu 
dred Armenians, One Hundred Sar matians, ay 1 
One Thouſand of our own Men. It is for , 2 
to tell them, that it w not the Ambitun (MM... 
Peſcennius, becauſe this us not conſonant with with... 
Principles ; but it # bs Valour and good Manun 
which hath raiſed him to that place, that y 
Grandfather Hadrian, and my great Grand 


as if 


whoſe Merits they were moſt aſſured. 


The Emperor Commod:s lays thus of thelan 
Perſon. 


Peſcennius, I knew, be « a Valiant Man; 
have employed him Twice as a Tribune, and 
a litile time, I will advance bim to be a Gm 
ras, as ſoon as the old Age of Fius Cordueay 


Theſe were the Opinions of all; Periol 
theretore about him. Severus had often a 
he would grre him his Life with all his heat 
if he would deliſt from his Enterpriſe. ul 
was made Conſul by the Emperor Comm 
wo in that point gave him the precede f E) 


Sev 


ol. 1. Peſcennius Niger. 


overs: ſays in his own Life, that before that his 
6305 Were come to be of an Age to ſucceed 
vim, he had intended when he was fick, it he 
W..d died, to appoint before all others Pe/cennius 
Niver, and Clodius Albinus to be his Succeſfors; 
though afterwards they were both the one and 
le other his greateſt Enemies. But however, 

s 15 an Argument of the good Opinion that 
ce Severus had of Niger. Fn 

If we may believe Severus, Peſcemius Niger 
25 a Man ambitious of Glory, of a Lite cloſe 
id reſerved, and of an advanced Age, when 
We invaded the Empire ; from which laſt Cir- 


ſtance he takes the Liberty to blame him, 


2s if himſelf had come to the Empire much 
younger ; whereas he reigned but Eighteen 
ears, or thereabouts, and yet died at the Age 
Wot Eighty Nine. Ac the ſame time that Severys 
Went Heraclius int@ Bitbynia to ſecure that 
zuntry, he ſent Fulvius to go and get into 
w Cuſtody the Children of Peſcennius Niger, 
ho were then in the Flower of their Youth. 
He took no natice at all of their Father to 


he Senate, but 1mmediacely began an Expe- 


Ition to compoſe the State of the Eaf. But 
mthal, he commanded ſome Legions into 
Africa, to prevent that. Niger ſhould not polleſs 
amſelf of thac Quarter, and thereby *affli&& 
he People of Rome wich a want of the Corn 
trom thence. For though the Paſſage both 
by Sea and Land was difficule, yet ic did got 
&m impofiible for Niger co do this, elpecial- 
h if he took his way through the Countrics 
Egypt and Libya,” 
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He 1s 
defeated 
and ſlain. 


killed, his Eſtate confiſcated, and his wh 
Family extinguiſhed. But yet it was n&t 
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In the mean time, Niger was in the poſſe 
fion of Greece, Thracia and Macedonia, whe; 
Severus came againſt him into the Eaft. 
propoſed to Severus, that they might be Pan 
ners in the Empire, with one anorher, bur th 
was {lighted; on the other hand, Severy of 
fered him his Life in Exile, but this 
ſlghted. So whereas he had put to death 
veral illuſtrious Perſons, Severus declared K 


together with e/Emilianus, an Enemy. 
the Captains of Severzs engaged firſt m 
eAimilianus, and beat him. ' Aﬀter which thy 
engaged with Niger himſelf, over wtiom þ 
ving gotten the Victory, he fled, but mots 
ly wounded; and being taken by a 
which is by the City of C:ziqua, and brongh 
in the Condition that he was in to Severs, þ 
expired preſently after. | 

H1s Head was carried about upon a Sper 
and ſent to Rome ; his Sons killed, his 


after the News of the Rebellion of Clodiu 4 
binus, that all this was done; becaule ti 
then, the Baniſhmente of his Wife and "Ch 
dren had contented Severus; who was mal 
much worle, and much more unmerciful, th 
he was 1n this, by the next War he had i 
Clodins Albinus ; for then he ſlew an 1nfmit 
number of Senators, and ſome called kim 
African Sylla, ſome a Marius, for all that C 
Blood whuch he ſpile © © 


Puſee 
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PeſctnMilis Niger was very tall, and well made His Per- 
4 to his Perf6n ; his Hair carling up to his /on4ge- 


_— 
—_ | — 
- 
S— 


—— 


Ears, 4 Voice lo very tlear and ſtrong, that 
hs could” triake himſelf ro be heard, wheii he 
ſpoke ih the Catnp, if the Wirid was tiot a- 
plinſt Hhirti, a Mile 5 a modeſt Countenance, 
apt to bluſh ; rather fat than meager; loved 
a Glaſs of Wine, eat but little ; never lay with 
his Wife but to Conception, and then he 
abſtained, which made him when he was in 
Gals, be publickly celebrated for his Chaſtity. 
In the Arch of the Gallery which is in the 
Gardens of Cormmedus, we have to this da 
his Piture done in Moſaick Work, among 
the great Friends of chat Prince, afliſting at 
the Myſteries of the Goddeſs Is. Niger was 
therefore a very Excellent Soldier, a Valiatit 
Tribune, a Wiſe General, an 1lluſtrious Con- 
ſul; happy in his Afﬀairs at home and Employ- 
ments abroad ; but an unhappy Emperor. He 
might have been of great uſe to the State, 
under {uch a Prince as Severss, if fo be that 
he would have ſerved on his fide. But he was 
miſled by che Couriſeh of - Scevas Anrelienes, 
who had contracted his Daughters to his Sons, 
and who for that reaſon had urged him on, 
to perfiſt, as much as he could, to make the 
on Empire his own. 
amy We may ſee how conſiderable a Man he 
im al was by this ; that his Authority and his Cre- - 
it Gy dit at the Court was ſo great, that he writ 
firſt to the Emperor Marcus Antonimus, and 
| zfterwards to Conmmodus , when he perceived 
cel how much the Provinces were ruined 
making 
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making too frequent changes . in the Perſons 
who. governed them ; that in, the firſt Placy 
no, Preſident, or Lieutenant, or Proconlul of 
a Province ſhould be ſucceeded by another, be. 
fore the term of Five Years; that when that 


term was Expired,.the ſaid Magiſtrates ſhould 
ive an Account,, how they had adminiſtred 
= Power which they -had been intruſted 
with; and then that no Perſons who were 
not of good Extractions, ſhould be a 
mitted to ſerve- in thoſe high Offices e 
State. Beſides this, it was a ſuggeſtion of hy, 
that the Aſſeſſors attending upon the Gorer 
nours and other Magiſtrates of the Province, 
co afliſt them in Counſel, ſhould . be prefer 
red in their turns unto the higheſt Honous; 
which was obſerved afterwards by the Enys 
ror Severus, and thenceforward by many 6 
chers, as appears by the Examples of Paws 
and Ulpien, who had been both Aſſeſſors to 
Papinian, and were both of them afterward 
ficſt employed in the Office of Secretaris, 
the one for the Diſpatches, the other for the 
Regilters, and then ſoon after they were 
the Captains of the Guards. It is alſo from him 
that, no body is an Alſc:(Þor to a Judge, but 
his own Province; and that ao one admins 
ſters that Charge at Rome, but what is a Nv 
tive of the Cicy. He added belides, that cher 


. ſhould be Salaries appointed for certain Cour 


ſellors, that they might not be a Charge up 
on thoſe who were the Aſſeſſors, becauſe 4 


Judge ( he ſaid) was neither.to give nor un 


any thing. As for the Soldiers, he mt 


| 
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{tri upon thoſe, that when ſome of them 4nd M:{:- 


ered, You have the River Nile there, and da 
you ak me for Wine ? And certainly, the Water 
of that River is ſo ſweet and ſo pleaſant, tht 
thoſe of the Country have no defire at all-$0 
drink Wine. Others that had been beaten hy 
the Saracens, murmuring, and being upon the 
point of 'a Sedition, ſaymg, We bave bad no 
Wine to drink, we cannot Fight, He anſwered, 
For ſhame, when thoſe that beat you drink Water ! 
The People of the Province of Paleſtine, pray- 
ing, that the Tax which was upon their 
Lands might be abated, becauſe they cried they 
mere overcharged ; he made' them Anſwer, 
Tun would have the Tax taken off of your Lands, 
but 1 will tax your wery Air that you breath, 


During that great Commotion of the State, 


mhen there were three Emperors ſet up at 
one and the ſame time, that 1s, Septimws Se- 
verus, Peſcennius Niger, and-Clodius Albinus ; 
the Oracle of Delphor was conſulted, which of 
them would be the beſt for the Publick to carry 
it”. The Oracle anſwered in ſome obſcure 
Words in Greek, but which were underſtood 
to hgnify, that Niger was the beſt, - Severus 
was well enough, and Albinus the worſt of 
the Three. Afcer this, their Curioſity lead 
them to ask the Oracle, which of theThree then 
ſhould be the Perſon that ſhould at laſt carry 
it; the Anſwer was to this effet, That -the 
White and the Black, that is, Albinus and Niger 
hould be killed, and @n African born ( which 


Severns 


who were. in Garriſon upon the Frontiers in 7? Diſct- 
Et had asked him for ſome Wine, he an- *"*** 
W 


- WE 


278 


The Life of Vol. 


Seulrus was) ſhould poſſeſs the Empire of th 
World. Then they asked further, who 
ſucceed that Africa,, the Oracle anſ 
That he ſhould be one, who was of the Name 
the Pious. Which was not at all und 
till Baſſiames the eldeſt Son of Severw | 
the Name of Antoninus, who was the only Per, 
fon of the Title of the Piowr, and then it wy 
concluded to be meant af Baſſtevz. ? 
it was asked, how long a time he, who of 

Three Competitors carried the Empire, 
Reign ; and the Anſwer was to this effeR, 


In twice ten Ships bell ride the Italian Ses, 
Or from that Sail, let one dedutted be, 


That is, underſtanding by the [tlian Sea, the 
Roman Commonwealth ; it ſignified very plan 
ly, that Severss ſhould, as he did, Reign abou 
Nineteen or Twenty Years. 

This is what I humbly preſent before yout 
Majeſty, O Dzocleſian, who are the greateſt d 
Emperors, concerning Peſcennius Niger, | 
have collected ire for the purpoſe out of fers 
ral Writings, wherein he comes to be but 06 
caſftonally mentioned. For as for the entit 
Lives of Perſons, who either have not aQualh 
_—_ or have not been declared Enipero WS 
by the Senate, or perhaps have been killed by Mac 
fore they have eſtabliſh'd their Fame in thiiifc 
World, it is ſeldom, as I ſaid in the begin p 
that any body dares to write them, Whichall 
the reaſon that we have none of the Life «Wat 
Vindex, and that we know nothing of the Lik 


of Pij/o; nor almoſt of all thoſe who _ 
We 
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have been only adopted to be Czſars, and no 
more, or have been barely ſaluted Emperors by 
the Soldiers, and no more, as Amtbony was under 
Demitian; or by being betimes killed, have pre- 
ently ended their Uſurpations, and their Lives 
together. But yet that I may not ſeem to omit 
anything here, of what relates to this Perſon, 
that I can any where find, the Aſtrologers 
made this Remark upon him ; that nei 
linhg nor dead, ſhould he fall into the hands 
Severus, but that he ſhould periſh by the 
of a Water. Some ſay, Severus himſelf 
had faid this of him, by his own Skill in Na- 
tivities Nor was the Prognoſtication void 
altogether of Truth, for he was found half a- 
live, and half dead by a Lake. 

He had one day obſerved ſome Soldiers in 
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wer; whereupon he was ſo ſtrict, that he com- 
manded that all Silver at ſuch times ſhould be 
alt out of uſe, and that they ſhould drink out 
f Veſſels of Wood ; which however, they did 
ot very well like, becauſe he ſaid, it may poſ- 
lbly be, that the Baggage may fall into the 
Power of the Enemy ; and he would not 
hare it, that the Barbarians ſhould find any 
luch opportunity to ſet themſelves off with our 
Wer, when there are other things to be car- 
JWnd,- which if taken, will give them a leſs oc- 
apa of Glory, He ordered, that no Man 
patan Expedition ſhould drink Wine, but that 

Wil ſhould content themſelves upon a day of 
Witte! with Vinegar. He forbad Bakers to follow 
Army, being not willing that che _ 

ou 
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an Expedition, drinking out of a Cup of Sil- —-" ag 
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- the Soldiers, when they went to Battel, 


 Commodws, gained him then but only ſo muc 
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ſhould eat any thing that day but Bisket. Þy, 
the ſtealing of one Pullet, he had ordered Ty 
Comerades, that were at the eating of it, thy 
only one of them had ſtoln it, 'to. loſe the 
Heads ; which had certainly ' been exeexy 
ted, but that all the Army ' interpoſed fg 
them, in a manner ſo high, that they were 
moſt in a Mutiny ; to prevent which, he mg 
derated his Sentence, and ordered, that 
Ten that had eaten together of | the Thek 
ſhould pay to the Country-man the Price { 
Ten' Pullets, for that One that he had Jef 
He' ſuffered them not to make Fires to y 
themſelves any' hot Meat, but cauſed themy 
be contented -with dry Bread on ſomethin 
that was cold, and ſet Spies upon them} 
ſee that it} was juſtly obſerved. He fork 


keep any Gold or Silver about them in thet 
Pockets, but to truſt it in ſuch ſafe and pub 
lick hands, as ſhoald reſtore it again to them 
faithfully, afrer the Batte] was over ; or other 
wiſe pay it to their Children, or Wives and 
Executors, who ſhould come to demand'it; 
becauſe if any Blow of Fortune ſhould hay. 
pen, yet he would have no Booty to fall int 
the hand of the Enemy. All which Orden, 
by reaſon of the difſoluteneſs of the times 
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the more 1]| will. For though no Man niet 
an cxater Commander in his time, that # 
yet 1t redounded rather to his prejudice, til 
after his Death z when Envy and Malice being 


laid aſide, ſuch ſort of Examples were valued. 
Upon 


papa 
— 
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' Upon [every Expedition that he took, he 
eat himfelf of the Soldiers Amunition-Bread; 
and Victuals in publick. He never wore any 
thing upon his Head to cover him, either a- 
inſt 'the Sun, or againſt the Rain, in which 
py had no Perſons like him. He ſer. before 
them all- an Example of Induſtry in himſelf 
and his Servants. For he impoſed Burdens of 
things upbn-the backs of his Servants, becauſe 
they ſhould hot” appear to walk at their eaſe; 
whilſt the Soldiers were loaded, which mighe 
make them envy them. He proteſted in a 
Speech 'that he made to-:them, that as long as 
he had been; -or ſhould 'be 'ever employed! in 
the occalions of War, he ſhonld behave him» 
ſelf as freely with them, as if he was a' pri- 
vate Man: having always Marius and' ſuch 
great Generals as he before his Eyes, and ma- 
kng his Diſcourſes always of Hannibal and 
the like. "When a certain Perſon would have 
recited a Panegyric before him, upon his be- 
ing ſaluted Emperor, he ſaid to him, Write 
the Praiſes of Marius or Hannibal, or ſome ſuch 
excellent Captain that u dead; and tell 9s what 
be bath dome, for us to imitate him in: But ts 
praiſe the Living w a Feſt, eſpecially Emperors; 
from whom there are expettations of | all things on 
the one band, and' fears on the other. They can 
reward, protec}, kill, proſcribe as for me, 1 deſire 
only to pleaſe while I live ; when I am dead, then 

ol praife me. | | 
MM Above all the Emperors, he loved Auguſtar, 
Veſpaſian, Tithsr, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Antoninns. The reit, he faid, were er 
ther 
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ther effeminate and ſhadows of Emperors, 9 
they were Vipers He always was particular, Þ { 
ly pleaſed with the Accounts in Hiſtory of | 

a 


Camille, Marius, and LQuintus Martins Coria. 
laws. Being asked what he thought of the Ml 1 
Scipio's; he laid, They were rather beppy Me, Nl 
than great Captains; which he proyed, by ther il 
domeſtick Lives and their Youths, which wes Wl ib 
$00 looſe and tao eaſie in the one and the y. 
ther, Therefore it is a thing yery eviden, 
that if Peſcepnivs Niger had go? , and pea 
ably enjoyed the Empire, he was one why. 
would haye amended all things, Which Seve 
either could nat, gr he would nat amend ; and 
all this without Cryelty. He would have do 


it, on the contrary, with great { | 


Name; un 


+4 


fo rhe whole Empire. As bu Name was Nigf, 
(that is, Black) /o we bave faſhioned bim # 
Black, that the Statue and the Perſon ſwuld 
reſpond, Severus would never ſuffer this I, 

ſri 


m. ali. aw. _— on _— —_ _- 


mm XD Þ Wow ROSRSD Uh 


Yol. I. Peſcennius Niger. 


ſcription to be eraſed, altho? the Captains of 
his-Guards, and - others of his great-- Officers 
adviſed him -to-4t. For, lavs he,- Peſcen- 
nius Niger was ſo grear a Porentate as this makes 
him, let the World know what a Man we have 
emquered ; if be was nor, let them however think, 
that we have conquered ſuch a Man, 

It remains, thac now 1 proceed to an Ac- 
count of Clodius Albinus, who was -as 1t were 
the Companion of this * Perſon, both in his 
Riſe and Fall. For they both in effec, re- 


ralted; about. the ſame time againſt Severus, 


nd were both*of them overcorJe and killet 
y Severus. But though the Fortune of Clodius 
ms Was much what the farhe, and ran pa- 
allel with this of Peſcennius Niger, yet his Life 
4 ſufficiently different. 
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CLODIUS ALBINU 


_ 
EMPERORKE 
Conſtantine the Great 
is Wl 


JuLIUus CAPITOLINUS 


A 


FTER the Death of the Empeſſhe 
Pertinax, who was killed by an| 
trigue of Clodins Albinus, thele Fu 
Perſons were proclaimed Empert 


almoſt at one and the ſame time ; Dis 
Tulianus by the Senate at Rome, Septimin 
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verus by the Army in 1hyricum, Peſcennius Niger 
in the Eaſt, and Clodius Albinus 1n Galli. 

As for Clodixe Albinss, he was, 'i&tcording to 
Herodian, poctren by Severss iq order to make 
him his Succeflor, actually a Ceſar. But whilſt 
our of their Envy to one another, the one 
chought ſcorn of the other's Reign; and that 
the Army in Gelis on the one hand would 
not endure Severss, nor'the Army in Germany 
on the other accept of Clodius Albinus, becaule 
they were each for their own Prince; all 
ings in all Parts went to confuſion, — 
\ Chdins Albinus was of an Honourable Romax 

zmily, alchough born of the Town of Ma- 

Wonts in Africs, And being therefore ori- 
{Winally an 4fricav, as well as Severus ; he was 

ing to apply himſelf to the Oracle of Del- 
N, which we have before mentioned in the 
fe of Peſcenius Niger; and which ſaid, That 

_ born ſhould poſſeſs the Empire of the 


Nis. , 

But before I ſhall etiter further into the Ac- 
cunt of his Life or Death, I think fitto rake 
here a r_ which is the thing of the 
lorld that renders him the moſt Noble. The 
imperor Commodas had formerly written a 
to him, in which he did him the Ho- 
wr, ſo long ago, © conſtitute him a Ce/ar. 
he Letter was this. 
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The Emperor COMMODUS 1 

= Clodius Albinus. fc 

Letter of JD Efides the atber Letters which 1 have ſent y 6 

Commo- you, relating to your Succeſſor, and the ju c 

dus, offer- J;cþ Buſineſs ; this bere , as you ſee, all writa % 
we pm with my own. Hand; a familiar and domefirk 

ee Title l : "=> 7 h | Orc 

of Cxlar, Letter ;, in which, I grve you teave, when ever yy ” 


ſhall ſee occaſion, ro go to the Army, and aſſame 
yourſelf befere them the Name and Quality of Czlx, 
For I hear, that Septimws Severus, and Nonig 
Marcus. bawe given ill Accounts of me ta tha Ga 
Soldiers,.with deſion, that they may by that 
pave themſelves. a way to the Thrones, (0 
you do thr, you ſhall bave free Power, of preſe 
mg the Soldiers with a Donativue of three juca 
of Gold a Man. Accordingly, I bawe ent Lite 
to my Receivers, which will come to you .ſt 
with the' Seal 'of an Amazon, that when 
bavwe occaſion for that Money, you are to den 
to the ſaid Receivers thoſe Letters ,) leſs ut 
wiſe they may nou ſerve you m your demandi\ 
Money belonging to the Treaſury. - And far 
uſt rrous Mark of ' tbe Majeſty of a Prince, 
you 10 receive,. nou have the leave of wearm 
Cloak of Scarict, even in my.preſence'; the lun eh 
you jhall have when you ſhall come to wiſit ml | 

or to be with me, but: without its being enrich Ne 
with Gold, becauſe my Great Grandfather | ll 
Verus, who died young, uſed it in this mani 
when Hadrian adopred bim Czar. 
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But however, upon the receipt of this Let- 
er, Clodius Albinus would by, no. means offer 
Ei take upon him to dd what Commodus had 
0 pointe, him, becauſe he was -afratd of the 


um that Commodys was in, by reaſon of his 


Manners, by. which he ruined the State, - and: 


diſhonoured it from- day to-day, : killing the 
People with both Hands; and becauſe he was 
afraid beſides of being found ſome time or: 0- 
ther in the number of thoſe whom -he ſhould 
order to the-lame Maſſacre. In-fne, his own 
Speech, which he made to his Army at: the 
mne that they ſet him. up to be Emperor, takes: 
notice of this ; and hkewiſe -ſhews, that his 
2dyancement to the Empire was, what was con- 
firmed, or at leaſt was once pretended : to be 

onfirmed by Sewerws, himſelf, when he called. 
- his Ceſar and' his Brother ; the Spezch was 


My Fellow Soldiers, . 
O ſhew you that it #® contrary to my own 1n- 
. Clination, that I am ehkwvated to the Empire, 
ys cannot bawe a better Argument of it. than this; 
bat [ contemn'd the offer of Commodus, when 
Prince, would bawe created me hu. Czar. 
ut 1 muſt obey this day your Will, and' the Will 
the. Emperor Severus. And I doubt not, but 
ſo Excellent and {o Valiant a Prince as be 
W, ihe State will be happily governed, 


'Y. Nor can ic be denied, but that Severus did ac 
ut intend, as Marius Maximus ſays, if he had 
Fd early, co ſubſtiture Peſcemmius Niger, and 
S- 1 Clodins 
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Clodius Albinuz to be his Succeſſors. But after. 
wards his own Sons growing up, whole For 


tunes he had-a defire to make, and 


envyl 
Albinus the love which he' had amongſt Th 


Senators; he chatiged 'thoſe Sentiments, and 
opprefied both Albinus and Niger by a War, 
upon which he was more eſpecially urged by 
the Entreaties of his Wife. This beſides ho 
had done for Albinus, he made lim a Conla| 
which if he had not believed him to be an ex 
traordinary Perſon, without doubt he woul 
never have done; -ſo very careful as he ny 
In the choice thac he made of the publick(þ 
ficers of the Empire. :. 

' But to return co the beginning of his Sor, 
Clodius Albinus was born, as I ſaid, at the Tow 
of Mabometa; but yet that which made hi 

Honourable 1 the Eyes of all who knew in 

was, that he derived his Deſcent from tf 
Roman Family of the Poſt hum, and the Albi 
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Cejonii, which is at this day very Noble, and hail 


been much -augmented by the Benefactionsdt 
your moſt excellent Majeſty, OConfflantine; ut 
there 1s reaſon ro beheve, that your Maxi 
will augment it 'yer much more, as fo x) 
ic received & great encreaſe from the Emp 
rors Gallienss and the Gordiani, He was bon 
but co a very ſmall Patrimony, of a Fati 
who was called Cejorius Poſthumiws, 'and a1 
ther called Aurelia Meſſalina, to whom he W 
their firſt Child. When he was taken fro 
the Birch, inſtead of having according tolls 
uſual manner of other Children new-born, | 
Flcſh red, he was extreme white, and 
= cherefort 
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called Albinus. And that this 15 true, 
appears by a Letter of his Father ſent on pur- 
to notifie it to e£/ivs Baſfſianws, the then 
Proconſul of Africe; who, as the ſame Let- 
ter ſignifies, was a Relation of the Family of 
the Albin, as well as he. 


Þ 


” ww "IF th 


A LETTER of Cejonius Poſts: 


minus, to Alins Baſſianxs. 


OB EC T”ToSOD > EESMG 7» 


' Had « Son born upon the 7th. of the Calends 

of December, ſo white all bus Body over; 
he was whiter than the wery Linen that be was 
trved im. I have therefore given bim the Name 
ef Albinus, and have dedicated him to the Fa- 
mi of tbe Albini, which « common to me with 
"jw. I wiſh you to love bim, and to continue, 
1s jou do, to love the State, yourſelf, and me. 


"= He paſſed all his Infancy in Africe, took 
; Wis Greek and Latin Learning pretty well, but 
"tad a Martial Heart, and was of a hau 
"Bl Diſpoſicion by Nature. Amongſt the little 
Boys of his Age, at School, he was often, they 
May, linging that Verſe of Virgil, 


3 SW 


Arms amens capio, nec ſat rationis in armn. 


Frepeating, eſpecially the firſt part of it, Arma 
anens capio,-that is, I am for being 4 Sotdier 
light or wrong, and come what will, They fay, 

| E< that 
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ment, 


 ving him his Name, ſeven young Eagles were 
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that feveral 'things happened after his Birth, ;f 
Omens of which were ſo many Omens of his futur, the 
bis Ad- Greatneſs, And certainly the ſame day ther ff cha 


was born a Calf as white as Snow, with Horn 
upon - his Head, of a deep purple ; whig 
Horns were a long time afterwards to be ſee 
in the Temple of Apollo at the City of Cume 
where himſelf had beſtowed them, when he 
was a Tribune. Enquiring at the {ame Te 

one day:of.che Oracle aþ6pt ; Forug, 

e was an{wered in thele erles ot Virgil, 


Hic rem Romanam magno turbante tumulty 


 Siſtet eques, ſternet, Panos Gallumque rebelan 


Accordingly, it 15 very true, as to whatth 
latter Verſe. ſays of the Gawls,: that Clodiur & 
binus did: ſubdue many Nations of them. /.h 
nother Omen. was this ; whilft he was. a'lith 
Infant, a Fiſher-inan happened to'take a T 
toile which was of a very great biented 
made a preſent of it to Albinws's Father ; whohayi 
being a Perſont of ſome Learning, and lok-Mi; 
ing upon 1t as a good Sign, accepted it, and or 
dered the Shell of it to be kept, | and ſer-aputMmot 
for the uſe of his young Son to waſh in; 6 
cauſe it was a peculiar Cuſtom in the Impenid 
anuly, for che young Princes to waſh in Shel 
of Tortoiſcs. lt was a rare thing, to ſee Ex 
ples 1a that place, where Clodins Albinus Ws 
born ; and yet upon the ſeventh Day alter, 
which was appointed for the Solemnity of pp 


taken out of a Nelt, and brought to the fi 
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of his Cradle; which his Father, not rejecting 


the good omen, ordered to 'berwell kept, and 
that they ſhonld take great care of them. © * 
Theſe things therefore, 'and ſilchiothers char 
occurred; were fo many affured Prefages of this 
future Elevation 3. which-are more parncularly 
purſued by / AE lus Cords : torwhom! {moſt 
refer the Reader; if he ſhall defire any tur- 
ther ſatisfacdwn; 5-001 nNSAL Tm 
.'He betook himſelf to the ;Army early in 
hs Youth ; and became 'knowr to the Em- 
perors the- Antontinuſſes, by the means of Lollius 
Serenus, Babins Metianus, and Cejonius Poſtbu» 
wianus, Who were all relatedto him. 'He was 


which next he Commanded;ivery well to their 
uty, in the:timhe of the Rebellion of Avidiat 
fins. The: Emperor Cammodas trantlated 
MWhm from thence 1ntb 'Gallia, 'where  atrer 
having defeated ſome Nations'on the other 
de of the Rhine; he gained/himlelf a famous 


woogſt the Barbarians: inſomuchthatic moved 
Commodus, to honour him the more; to offer 
him the Title of Czar, with the leave to pre- 
nt the Soldiers with a Bounty upan it, and 
to wear a Cloak of Scarlet in his preſence. All 
which he prudently, and with great ſatisfaction 
1MWceclined, as if he ſuſpeted, that Commodus's 
lelign was only to find Perſons, whom to 1n- 
tolve in his own ruin, and whom to Malſlacre 
under ſome ſort of precence: 

. He 


4 


| 
; 


Wname equally amongſt the.) Rowans, and a+ 
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"me time a Tribune of Dalmatian Horſe. AF His Mile. 
terthat ha commanded the” Firſt and Fourth #477 Pre* 
Legions. He : kept the Army in Birhmie, ferments, 
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the next place ſent the following Letter 


He had not ſerved in the Office of an x. 
dile above ten days, before he was made ; 
Quzſtor, and ſent with precipitation to tl © 
Army: His Prztorſhip, which he paſſed nn... 
der the Reigh of Commodss, was vary Ran 
For to the uſual Games, with which he enter. 
tained the People, Commodus himſelf adde 
Fights, both upon the Theatre and Amyh 
theatre. Then the Emperor Severus mak 
him a Conſut; which was done about thy 
tine, that he. propoſed to have called hy 
to his Succeflion, in Conjun@tion: with Peſas 
ns Niger. bi tel | 

He was advanced in years, and even ol Miſi 
than Peſcennius Niger, as Severns ſays, wha 
he was ſet up to be Emperor. "The Sen 
had a more than ordinary kindneſs for hum, 6 
cauſe of the Antiquity of his Family. Thea 
fore Severw having changed his firſt Sea 
ments,as to the Hotwur that he had intendedwli 
Peſcennins Niger and him, and reſolving 
reſerve the Empire to his own Children, 4 

ving beaten and killed Peſcewv;w, he u 


it / 


N 
Clodics Albinas , which 1 have 'met with ule: 
Cordus, in theſe Words. 
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The Emperor Severus to Clodius M- 
binus, Caeſar, his moſt beloved 


and deareſt Brother, Greeting, - 


Eſcennius Niger beving been vanquiſhed by 
my Arms, I ſent my Letters of it ro Rome, 
which the Senate, who bave the greateſt Aﬀetion 
for you, recerued wery agreeably. TI deſire you to . 
bf me in the Government of the State with tbe 
Spirit, by which you make your ſelf to be fo 
ved ; being now become the Brocher of my 
Sl, and my Brother in the Empire. Bafſlianus 
Geta, ſalute yow, My Wife Julia ſalutes you, 
preſents: ber recommendations to ber Siſter. 
Prey preſerve the Army in ther Duty to the 

te, and to Us, my Soul, my Deareſt, my en- 
5 Beloved. - 


Now the Perſons who were {gne with this 

Letter by Severzs, being ſuch as had the grear- 

et Aﬀ/eRion for his Service, fo that he knew 

he could confide in them ; he ordered cher to 

delivered it to Clodiazs 4lbimus 1n Publick ; buc | 
when they had done, they ſhould ſay, that Treachery 
they deſired: privately to ſpeak to him aboaur of Seve- 
Wome things, which were of the fecrecs of the 7s. 

mp and the Court, And having taken him 


| 
| [Ls 


zhde, as if it were only to dzliver what they 
were.charged with, five ſtrong Men of their , 
Retnue, 
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.riety of Fortune; inſomuch that Sever was 
eZ 
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Retinue, having Ponyards hid under their 
Robes, ſhould fall upon him and : kill him, 
And certainly they d1d not betray the Conf. 
dence impoſed in them; nor were wanting in 
theit Endeavours to execute theit Orders. Fg 
when' they were come to Albivas, and had 
given himthe Letter, which he'Read, and had 
told him that they had fome other thing 
in particular to diſcover to him, which were 
to be ſpoken more ag -- he took then 
apart into a long Gallery; but in the mean 
time they were fo over-careful that no othe 
Perſons ſhould follow them, pretending as if | 
were out of a fear leſt their Meſſage ſhould 
be drſcovered, that Albmas began to fulpet 
ſomething ; upon which he immediately cauſed 
them ta be ſerzed, and put them to the Que- 
ſhon. Who at firſt denyed it; but being & 
laſt forced to yield to the violence of the Tor 
ment, they confetiled then all that Severw had 
given 1n Charge to them- Wherefore, 4k 
1 being ſatisfcd 1n the juſt ſuſpition that he 
had conceived, gathered cogether a great Ar 
my, and puty himſelf upon his March with 
them to make War againſt Severw, and a 
gainſt his Commanders. | 

In his firſt Engagement which he had with 
the Lieutenants of Severus, Albinus had cer- 
tainly the better of it. After which Severs 
went in Perſon, againſt him, having firſt pre- 
vailded with the: Senate to adjudge him an 
Enemy: They fought it very ſeverely on both 
ſides, 1n Gallis, not without always a great v& 


ſo 


—— 


Its 
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{ concerned at it, that he thought fit to con- 
(alt the Opinion of the Augurs; who anſwered 
him, as Marius Maximus lays, that Clodius Al- 
bus ſhould indeed fall into his Power, but it 
ould be neither living nor dead ; and.1t was 
ſo. For when the laſt Battel was fought, 4b 
binus, after an infinite number of - his Men 
were killed, a great many others put to flight, 
and others taken Priſoners, fled himſelf ; and 
whether it was that he ſtruck: himſelt through 
the Body, or whether, as ſome ſay, one of: his 
own Slaves, or ſome of the Soldiers did it, de- 
manding ſome acknowledgment from him 
of Severus, I cannot ſay ; but he was broughe 
half alive, and halt dead to Severus; which 
made good the Prediction. ; He left one Son, 
or as Maximus (ays two; to whom at the firſt 
Severus Was pleaſed to ſhew favour ; but after- 
wards he ordered them and their Mother to be 
kill'd, and their Bodiesto bethrown into the Ri 
rer. The Head of Albinus was cutoff, and carri- 
ed about upon a Javelin,and then ſent to Rome ; 
accompanied with Letters tothe Senate, where- 
inSeveru3 inſulted them for the Aﬀection which 
thy had a long time born to Albinus, and for 
the Honours 'and Kindnefſes that they had 
ſhewn to his Brother and his Relations: bur e- 
Ipecially his Brother. His Body was expoſed in 
ts Gore for ſeveral days: before. the Tent of 
Severus, till it ſtunk, and then 1t was torn into 
pieces by Dogs, andihrown into the River. 
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As for the Manners of Clodurs Albinus, they r1;, Tm. 
ae roprelenced variouſly. Severus lays, he was per and 
deformed with Vices; Malicious, Lewd, Wick-. Manners. 


ed, 
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Antoninus Emperor Marcus Amoninus concerning hin, 
his good which give a great Teſtimony of his Virtus 


07 


bim. Captains of the Guards, it will not be 1mpro 
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ed, Diſhoneſt, Envious, and Luxurious, Ry 
it 15 to be obſerved, that it was in the time 
the War with him, or after, that he ſpeaks 6 
ill of him, which makes it the leſs to be bs 
lieved. Becauſe before , he — ſene 
Letters to him as his particular Friend, and 
certainly many People had a much better Oy, 
nion than that of him. Beſides, that Sevey 
himſelf, had once called him his Ceſar, and 
had ſet him the firſt before his Eyes for his%c fl ' 
celſor., There are alſo ſome Letters of tel 


and Manners. One of which, written to th 


per, I think, to inſert here. 
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Marcus Aurelius Antonings, to tht 
Captains of theGuards, Greeting, 


Heve committed two Cohorts to the Command 

of Albinus, of the Family of the Eejonu; 
be is an African born, it # true; but be bath 
many things in bim of that Country, and he # tht 
Son-in- Law of Plautillus. 4 Man of Exper 
ence, of a ſerious Life, and Grave in hu Mar 
ers. I think be. will do good in the Camp. I an 


ſure be will do no hurt. I have doubled bis S& 
lary, and quadrupled bu other Allowances : Dit 
you encourage bim to ſignalize bus Servicti; 
and aſſure bim be ſhall be rewarded as be _—_ | 
Anot 
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Another Letter, which the ſame 
- Prince writ in the time of Avidius 
Caſſius concerning him, is this. 


: E Fidelity of Albinus « to be commended : 
who when the Forces in Bithynia were wpon 
the Revolt, and upon flying over to Avidius Cal- 
ſus, (as certainly they bad all done, if be had 
nt been with them) was wery careful in pre- 


ſerving them in their Duty. We think therefore 


thatthe deſerves « Conſulſhip. I ſhall accordingly ſub- 
Pitute him in the place of Caflius Papirius, who 


lam told x ſo fick, that there us no appearance of 


bus Recovery ; But I would not have you to take 
wtice of it, before be is dead ; left it may come 
to the Ears either of Papirius himſelf, or bs 
Friends ; which would not look ſo well. 


Theſe two Letters therefore make it appear 
that Clodius Albinus was an uſeful Perſon. 
And certainly his ſending of Money towards 
the reſtoration of thoſe Cities, which had been 
laid waſte by Peſcennius Niger, is another great 
Argument of a Publick Spirit, and what had 
_" him Friends amongſt the Inhabitants 
here. </Elins Cordus, pretends at the ſame 
time to ſay, that he was fuch.a Glutron, thar 
particularly he would eat more Fruit at a 
ume, than it 15 poſlible toimagine, He lays 

that 
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that he has eaten, at a Breakfaſt five hundr , 
Figs, one hundred Peaches, ten Melons 
twenty Bunches of Grapes, a hundred of the ll ; 
licele Birds called Baccafico's or Fig-Peckers, and I 
for hundred Oifters.” But yet he ſays that he ll ; 
drank but litele 5'1n which Severks does not a- Ml * 
gree with him,; for he cells us that he;drank 
to excels, even in the time £ as War. And 
whether it was becauſe of this his great drink il $ 
ing, which Severus charges him with; or b+. Mt 
cauſe of his Moroſeneſs of Humour, it is (ad, 
he never lived well with his Family : but wx 
very diſagreeable ro his Wite, and unjuſt » ( 
his Servants ; as well as hard upon the Sol Wh, 
diers. . As to which latter, he many times Wy 
crucified Centurions, when there hath been Ms; 
as good as no occaſion given for 1t. He beat My 
others often with Rods, and pardoned no Wy 
the leaſt fault, He was proper in his Cloaths, Mev 
and as improper in his Repaſts ; in which be WNi 
minded nothing but Abundance. He wasa Mi? 
great lover of a Miſtreſs, but not at all ofa Ws 
Bardaccio; being ſo far from that, that he 
ſeverely puniſhed: it upon ſuch as were. He 
was perfectly well skilled in Agriculture ; it 
ſomuch that he writ a Book of Georgicks. 
He was as muclr beloved by :the Senate 4 
any Prince-ever was : but the great occaſion wb; 
of 1t was, their mortal hatred to Severus, which 
they had againſt him upon the. account of hi 
Cruelty. Therefore as many of them.as cithet ſþuyh 
were,” or ſuch- as were but ſuſpe&ed to' hare 
been of - Albinxr's ſide, he put to death after 


Att 
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xs to be ſearched, to diſcover his Correſpon- 
dents : and all that he found whatever, he firſt 
cauſed them to be declared Enemies by the 
Senate; then put them without mercy to 
deach, and Confiſcated their Eſtates inco the 
Treaſury. 


There 1s a Letter, which he writ to the 
Genate, that ſhews his very Soul, as to theſe 
things ; a Copy whereof 1s as follows. 
ary any thing oblige me more, Fathers of 

the Senate, than to hear that Albinus 
bould bawe your good Opinions, rather than Se- 
verus. With great care I bawe furniſhed the 
State with Corn, and bave maintained [everal 
Wars for the State, and bave ſupplied the People 
f Rome with more Oil than the World ſcarce 
ever bebeld : and by my overcoming Pelcennius 
Niger 1 hawe delivered you from the miſeries of 
e Tyranny. Indeed you have made on your part 
8 great return to me for all thu. For here's'a 
len, who i not only an Atrican as my ſelf, 
tut one off the poor Town of Mahometa, and 
becauſe be pretends to derive his blood from 

be Roman Cejonii, you have extolled him [0 
&, that you would have bim to be your Emperor, 


whil# as yet I am upon the Throne, and my ſelf 


ud my Children are in ſafety. Was the noble Se- 
e at a boſs I pray, for a "Prince whom you 
pt to lowe, and who loves you ? Becauſe from 


thy Man you bope perbaps to be made Conſul:, 


«be made Prators, and what not, therefore you 
beve 
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bave for your better Intereſ's im him conferry 
Honours upon his Brother. Which '# not to mgþ, 
that return to me, as was formerly done by Jo 
Anceſtors againſt the Fattion of Piſo'; nor as | 
was lately done to the Emperor Marcus Antonj. 
nus againſt the Rebellion of Avidius Caſſius, By 
you bave preferred a Man to me, who u« a . 
cerver, who tells you nothing but lies, and do by 
impoſe upon you in the matter of bus Nobility, St, 

tiltus Coffulenus undoubredly muſt be beard þ 

the Senatg to hs Motion, that they would pleaſe 

decree ſome Honoars to Albinus, and to by By 

ther. In the mean time { ſhould think, that ths 
Noble Perſon bad forgot bimſelf, that be did m 
decree & Triumph for me in my turn. It truth 
me more'than all, that ſo many gmongſt you ſhull 
think that Albinus « to be commended for a Ma 
of Letters, who ſpent all bis time in Apulei, 
and thoſe I.udicrous Pieces, which are no bit 
than ſome Ditties of the old Wives, 


By this it 1s to be ſeen how eager Seven 
was, and how he always blamed the FaQtion 
both of Peſcennius Niger, and of Cledius Alk 
1u ; of all which, £ any one deſires a 
particular account, let him read Marius 
mus for the Writers 1n the Latin Tongue, al 
Herodian tor the Greek, who have delivered" 
great many things vety faithfully, xy 

Cledius Albinus was Tall, his Hair natural 
Curling, full Viſaged, but withal ſo wondagt®" 
fully fair and clear in Complexion, that mage” 
thought he took the the name of hire, that 

Albi 
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Albinus, from nothing elſe. He had an Ef 
feminate Voice, as ſhrill almoſt as an Eunuchs: 


He had an eafie meen; but yet he was ill to 
be angred, and worſe to be oppoſed: He was 
changeable in his Luxury; for many tirnes he 
would Drink, and many times again Abſtain. 
He was perfely brave for Arms ; one may,not 
improperly, call him the Catiline of his time. 
As for what remiains, it will not, I think, be 


Britain by the orders of Commedus, a Report 
came; but yet it was falſe at that time, chat 
that Prince was killed ; upon which occaſion 
he came to the Head of the Army, and Ha- 
rangued them thus, 


If the Senate, and the People of Rome had 
ewermore retained their antient Empire ; and that 
sState ſo great had never been ſubmitted to the 
power of« a ſingle Perſon, there bad been no \i- 
- iellius, 20 Nero, #0 Domitian, to have fallen 

Wh the Stroke of an Aſſaſſine. And then it was 
Waring the time of the Conſular Government, that 
Whoſe Families flouriſhed, of the Cejonii, the Al- 
ini, 42d the Poſthumit : of whom your Fathers 
ve many things to ſay, which they beve beard 
from their Grandfathers before them, Certainly 
Wi was the Senate that annexed Africa ts the Ro- 
man Empire. The Senate' ſubdued Gallia 4nd 
pin. The Senate gave Laws to the Provinces 
the Faſt. The Stnate bad offtn attempted the 

U + Parthians; 
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amiſs to ſhew how it was that he gain'd himi- Reaſon off 
ſelf fo much of the love of the Senate, bis Popu- 
Whilſt he Commanded the Army in Great {©'9- 
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Parthians, and had. reduced them, if ſo Covetay | 
# General as.' Crailus; had mot then been at th; 
Head of the. Roman 'Army. It was when Ca il | 
ſar was. 4 Senator; that be conquered Great Bri- 
tain: at leaſt. he had. not been declared Dillan il 
then.. And how much butter had it been for Gor 
modus himſelf, if be bad. food in fear of the $. 
nate. Their Authority beld good, 4s. far @ v 


. the:times of, Nero, being not afraid to-Contem il, 


that ſardid and. impure Prince, . nor to pronoun 
their Judgments agawiſt bir, though be thenbdl 
the full Power of Life and Death in bu bak. 
Wherefore, my. Fellow Soldiers; 1 for my pat, 
who have had'-the Title of Czlar confernd 

on. me by Commodus, renounce that 
fron, and the Gods grant that others may | 
$08, Let the Senate Reign, and diſtribute th 
Provinces. Let the Senate make us Conſult; n 
why do 1. ſay the Senate? Let' your ſelve, adit 
your Fathers, For: your ſelves will alſo be #f| 


Aators, 


This. Speech was brought to Rome, whill 
Commodus was yet living 3 who was ſo med 
by it againſt the Author , that he preſenth 
ſent to turn him. out, and gave his 'Place 

Eunius Severns, Who was one of. his Guards 
However the Senate was. pleaſed with tit 
Speech, ang . as well before as after Commis 
was killed, they: honoured. Albines 1n his 4 
ſence with . extraordinary. Acclamations; 
that ſome-of.. them adyiſed- Perrinax, to tal 
tim for 'his Colleague in the Empire & 
whok 


yol., Clodius Albinus 


#hoſe ſudden Fall afterwards. the hockey 
of this Petſofl w 
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Fw 
a. 
—__— 


Aurelius Commodus, to. the Captains 
of his Guards, Greeting. 


[ Suppoſe you have beard, How that firft of all 
it was pretended, that I by the Conſpiracy of 
theſe about me was killed ; and then that Clo- 

dus Albinus made an Harangue to my Soldiers 
that occaſion, in which he recommends him- 
if mightily to the Senate, not without @ de- 


thereby, as 1 ſuppoſe, of advancing bimſelf 
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that it ought wholly ro be Gowverned by the Se- 
wie, ſeeks but to get the Empire to himſelf 
gh the favour of the Senate. Look t» 
bim therefore wery ſtriftly. For this ſhews be 
# 8 Man to be avvided 4s Death ; and [6 are 
all ſuch who carry on _ gns to your pre- 


ces 


7 © = x i. = 


Now Pertinax, who was adviſed to chuſe 
Albinus for his Partner in the Empire, and did 
woot do fo, falling upon > Letter, publiſhed 


3 ic 


1;the Empire. For he that u againſt the Go. 
vernment of the | Empire by one Prince, and ſays* 
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it to bring an Odium uv __ 

had thoug = fit, eo refuſe. In revenge w 

of Albimas i at fo. cloſe upon his Skirts, 

b was the Author of the deſign againſt the 
of Pertingx, in fayour of the Succellig 


En Jo Fulianus. 


the Perſon that k 
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HE Emperor Septimius Severus left two 
| Sons, Baſſianus and Geta. The firſt 
| and eldeſt had the name given him 
of Baſſianus Antoninus, and was Cre- 

ated a Ceſar by his Father ; the other had the 

name given him of Gets Antoninus, and was 
declared a Ceſar by the Army. The firſt 

Flicceeded to enjoy the Throne; the other was 

quickly adjudged an Enemy, and murdered 

by his Brother : concerning whoſe Ance- 


Baſſianus Antoninus Caracallus, 


ors I think it in vain to make any reperti-. 


tion here, becauſe I have ſaid enough upon 


that Head, in the 2ccount of the Life of their 
bather, | U 4 Baſs 


1306 
His Cha- 


rater 
when 4a 


$outh. 


. Chriſtian 


And when 
s Man, 
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Baj.anus Antoninus was when he was a yout 
and under the Tutelage of his Parents, endey 
ing, ingenious, dutiful co them, obliging to all, 
thers, acceptable to the People, and to & 
Senate, and ready to offer at any thing to ing; 
tiate himſelf. He was not {low at his Learnin 
He was nat ſparing of his Bounty. He was ng 
neghgent ingivifig Marks of his Clementy. | 
he was preſent, whenever any condemned Þy. 
ſons were thrown to the Beaſts, he either wey 
or turned away his Eyes from the Sight, wh 
was an extraordinary pleaſing thing rothePy 
ple. When he was a Boy of ſeven Yearsll 
and ſaw another Boy who was his Play-fell 


beaten ſeverely for making profeſſion! of 
q" + Da he was along time outd 
humour both with his own, and with the 
Father, and all ſuch as were,the occaſion d 
the Boy's beating. + He obtained that cheCi 
of Amioch and Conſtamginople ſhould be reſt 
to their antient Rights, by his interpoſition" 
their behalf with his Father, under "wi 
diſpleaſure chey had faln, for affiſting th 
Rebellion of Peſcenmmias Niger. He conglel 
a hatred againſt Plautianue, becauſe ot Ii 
Cruelty. 1t his Parents had: prefented "ay 
with things; as is uſual to do, about the Feal 
of Saturn, he gave them away. again of hin 
ſelf to either his Maſters or his Servants. 4 
which good Qualities made up: his- Carnig 
when a Youth, | y 
Bur afterwards, as he grew: more a M 
yhether 1 was by the fugpeſtions:of his Fate 
or whether he did it of his ownrhead,” becat) 
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he thought-to' equalize himſelf with Alexander 
the Great, of Macedonia, he: turned Very 're@- 


lerved and- grave, 'and affefted ſuch a frerde- 
neſs in his ' Countenance, that many who 
knew. him -a Boy, *could {qgavee -believe him 
tg be the ſame Perſon. - He hath always J/ex- 
amder the Great in his Mouth, -He'was-ofren 
1npublick Company ptaiſing Tiberius and Sy. 
He was: pc than his Father, who was'orte 
that was high-enouph, and he deſpiſed his Bro- 
ther Gere, becauſe of his great Modeſty, Where- 
fore after the Death- of his Ether, heeame wo 
the Camp of the-Guards, arid-complained that 
Grits had been: in' a-Conſpiracy againſt: him, 


for which he had catiſed himto be-put to:death Puts his 
WW m:the Palace, -ahd his-Bolly-t0? berjimmediace- Brother 
h-burne. - He-told them: partieularly, chat he ** 4445: 


had deſigned to:poylonr hum, arid that h&-had 
teen undutiful alſo to his Mother ;' :cencludirig, 
that to engage them' to be-the - more--faithful 
to himſelf, he-pteſented-them with- a Bounty. 
There was another encampment.'at/this time, 
mear the: City of :4hbeno, where the Murder of 
67s was lnghly refented ; alt che Soldiers (ay- 


| bly ing, (that 2514 whs to both the Sons: of Syver#ss 


equally,  thac they -protiifed- Fidelity,” ſo they 
onght to keep:to/ them both, Tefuling to open 
therr Gates;'\-ſo'that Boſſanne was d'long'time 


"Ml in; petting entrahte to-'thitm, nor- could: he 
10 cool them -at Jaft, bur wich the -fineſt-words 
and promtſcy-of what 2 prodigious' Bounty'he 


Frould give them; as this way'veldom failwot 


d<eFÞ quietiug-the- Heats of Soldiers. | Fromtherice 


& i 


y bc \fecurncd to rReme, where he tame ito: rhe 


Senate 
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Senate in a Cuiraſs under his Robes, and his 
Soldiers in Arms guarding him, whom he 


placed in Files in the middle betwixt the Seat, 
and made his Speech ; in which he much com 
leined of the evil deſigns of his Brother againſ} 
Fi Life, to whom he ſaid, to charge his Me. 
mory, and excule hirſelf, he had been ſo kind 
and that he had denied him nothing, and hy 
delivered him from the dangers that he hi 
been in ; but inſtead of having a due Senk: 
of theſe Favours, he had attempted hj 
Life, and had not anſwered his good Inte 
tions, But yet he uttered all this confuſed), 
and witch ſuch an ill Grace, that the Senate 
not very well accept what he ſaid. 
After this Speech, he declared, that it wx 
his pleaſure to reſtore all that: were in enxk 
to the Liberties of their Country again ; and 
then from the Senate he recurn'd to the Guard, 
and lay in the Camp. The next day he cane 
to the Capitol ; from the Capitol he repair! 
to the Palace-Royal, ſupported by Payinia 
and Chilo. In the mean time, thoſe that he 
had a __ to murder, he beſpoke himſelf the 
moſt kindly to; He had obſerved the Mother 
of Gets, with other Women, weeping bitter 
ly, and had it not been that he was reſtrain 
ed with the Senſe, that ic would make the 
Cruelty ot his Brother's Murder look much 
worſe, he was for putting them all co Death 
He ſent Poyſon to Lztws,' and obliged him 
to take it ; who, as he was the firſt of thoſe 
that had perſuaded him to the Murder of Ge, 
was the firſt that fell a Sacrifice to his o_ 


my ho - - 
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he ſaid to the. Murderer, Tow ought according 
14 wy Order, ito bave done it with, a Sword. 
Parronius was killed by his Command before the 
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He afterwards often pretended to lament Gets's 
Death, and killed ſeveral that had been privy 
toit, and honoured his Memory and. his Image. 
He had.ſent a Preſent to one, that was his 


Coulin-German, an African by Nation, but 
the day before that he ordered him'to killed ;; 
who throwing himſelf down from a Window 
to o_e his Perſecutors, broke his Leg, but 
vet had crept to his Wife, where they took 
= and afterwards made a very ſport of kil- 
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lng him. He put to death Pompeianzs, the His many 
Grandſon of* the Emperor Marcus Antoninus, Cruelues. 


and the Son of that Pompeianus, to whom 


Ixila married, after the Death of the Empe- 
ror Verus, who had made him a Conſul ewice, 
and had intruſted him with the Command of 
his Armies 1n all lis Wars. The way which 


he took to do this Murder, was, he ordered 
lum to be ſet upon. as it were by Thieves. 


©, Papinian was, executed in his preſence by the 


toldiers, with an Axe; and after it was done, 


[Temple of Antoninus Pius, and both the Bo- 
ies of the one and the other were dragged 


about the Streets, without any regard to hu- 
'manity. - He put to death the Son of Popinias, 
who but three days before had treated the City 


a magnificent Shew, upon his entrance 


into the Office. of a Queſtor. An infinite 
\Number of others were killed upon the ſame 
days, who had favoured the fide of Gets. . The 
-Xryants that had waited upon him. bh all 

places, 
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Clan Ex- 


pedition, -the Eaſt vand- ſo: exme-into* 


havock, and ſuch a co 
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places, and in the very Baths, were there Maf 
ſacres committed upon - fome' as they were ut 
their Sappers ; amongſt whom was Sammy. 
cus Severns, who is known by his many Learn- 
ed Books. Chilo who was twice Captain of 


the Guards -and Conſul, - was in the greateſt 
danger, for only having adviſed the two Bro- 
thers toan agreement with one another. Fox 
the Soldiers had tripe him, and were hurrying 
him away to the E-=:ution when further Os. 
ders came' co ſpare him. He put to denh 
Hel vins Pertinax, for no other reaſon, buthe. 
cauſe he was the-Son of art Emperor. 'Hene 


yer ceaſed to'kill, upon ſome occaſion or other, 


thoſe who had been his Brother's Friends. He 
frequently and proudly'invejghed both againſt 


the Senate. and the Pepple, not forbearmg'® 


value himſelf ene day,” becattfe he was another 

Syha. a4. C1013 | op ” 

Then he went into' Galis, whither 'he'ws 

no ſooner come, than he purto dexth'the Pro- 
* 


conful-of 'the: —_— 'He wry 
amongit* 


-giſtrates of this Province; 'that /he was as.mikh 


-hated, as 'the'tmoſt ortragious Tyrantierer ns 
"Sometimes nevertheleſs the "would' diſguile hs 


ſanguinaty and '-cruel' Nature, ' and 


% 


to be gricous. © He did'a great many-thit 
here. againſt che Rights þf the Ry: 


'the People. - And then{he-was' taken with a 
- great ficknefs,- end yet ho was'gfrerwards'v&y 


_ _— oy tar whe re 
e -prepared-hmſelt for' art'Expetiton' wo 
34! Cd » great 


great Numbers of the Barbarians about the 
Country of Rhetia, encouraging on. his Sol- 
diers, and gratifying them with his | Bounty, 
4 .if they were the Soldiers of a Syls. He 
{ffered not himſelf to be called indeed by the 
Name of any God, as Cimmodus was, whom 
they called a Hercules, becauſe of his killing 
Lyon, and other Wild Beaſts, But havi 
received a Victory over the Germans, he call 
himſelt Germanicw, without any regard to the 
nearneſs of .that Name to Germans, that is, his 
own Brother whom, he had killed. And had 
he, he ſaid, overcome the Lucaxi, he would 
have. been called Lucaniczs, although it is 4 
word which in another Senſe, ſhgmifies an A- 
ton of Diſhonour. He pur to death ſuch as 
had but made Water in the place, where ſtand 
the'Statues or the Images of the Emperor ; © 
had taken off the Crowns from the Heads o 
any Images to place: them elſewhere, or uſed 
Amulets about their Necks, for Charms a- 
inlt Quertay and Tertian Agues, He took 
s way by Three, in company with the 
Captain of the Guards; and thence crofling 
the Sea into 4/ia, his Sail-yard broke, and hs 
wa in danger to be wreckt, had he not got- 
ten-into the Pinnace, and ſo was taken into 
2 Rout Veſſel, where the Admiral was that 
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Once he: fought a Lyon, of which he gloried 
much 1n his Letters, which he ſent co his Friends, 
and boaſted, that he was arrived to the Power 
of Hercules. 
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convoy'd him. He often with his Sword in H:: 
hand, hath Rood a Combate with Wild- Boars. Serengeb. 
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Coming into 4/:s, he applied himſelf to the 
matter of the War with the Armenians and Pg. 
thians, in which he appointed a General to con. 
mand, who was of thie ſame Kidney with hin- 

His Bar. ſelf, He went to Alexandria, where aflen. 
baritiesin bling the People together in the Schools, þy 
Egypt. made a jharp Speech to them, and commands 
a draught of the ſtouteſt Men to be made or 
of them for Recruits, as he pretended, for hi 
Forces. But when this was done, he py 
them all to the Sword, after the Example 
Ptolemy Euergetes, the Eighth of that Name, 
King of Egypt, who had practiſed the like By: 
baricy. At the ſame time, upon a ſignal given 
to his Soldiers, they fell every one upon hi 
own Hoſt and murdered him, and committed 
a vaſt ſlaughter throughout the City of 4b» 
andria, Aﬀterwards he marched againſt the 
Parthians, by the Borders of the People called 
Caduſit, and the Country of Babylon; and 
coming to a tumulruery Engagement with 
them, Yo let looſe amongſt them Wild Beaſts; 
after which he ſent his Diſpatches about it to 
the Senate, to the end, to obtain the Title of 
Conqueror of the Parthians, as if he had got 
ten never ſo great a Victory. He was 
paring himſelt for another Campaign, w 
going from the City of Rhee in Meſopotamic, 


where he winitered, to Heren or Charan, to ab 
{1ſt at the Worſhip of the Moon, and by the 
way, alighting from his Hotſe to make Water, 
he was ſtabbed the ſame moment upon the 
Eighth of the Ides of April, being his Birth 
Day, and the Feſtival of Cybele, by a Con 

(pira0y 
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ſpiracy, which was laid for the purpoſe b 
> the Captain of the Guards, _ x4 
raded the Empire after him. Thoſe who were 
ivy co the ſame beſides, were Nemeſianue, 
and his Brother Apellinaris, and Rbetianus who 
commanded the ſecond Legion ; nor was the 
deſign unknown to Martiws Agrippa the Ad- 
miral, nor to a great many other principal Of. 
ficers, who had been brought into it by the in- 
ſtigation, eſpecially, of one Martial a Centu- 


ion, 

He was killed in the midway, betwixt the 
Cities of Rhea and Heren, where he had an 
occaſion to alight, as I ſaid, from his Horſe. 
The Guards were of the number of the Con- 
ſpirators; and fo as the Quirry lifted him up 
to his Horſe again, he ſtruck him into the 
Body with a Dagger. 


Now concerning the Death of Papinien, I Papinian's 
know very well, that it is variouſly repreſented Death. 


by a great many, as if they did not know the 
real cauſe it. However, I think fit to pub- 
liſh what to me ſeems to be the Truth, ra- 
ther than I will be filent upon the Murder of 
lo great a Perſon. Papinian, it1s ſaid, was one 
n very great Favour with the Emperor Septi- 
wiz Severms, to whom, ſome add, that he was 
ſomewhat akin by his ſecond Wife. There- 
fore Severws had recommended unto him the 
Care of his two Sons, whom accordingly he 
exhorted to a good Agreement with one ano- 
ther, and ſo interpoſed againſt the Murder of 
Geta, But for this, he, together with the reſt 
Who were Fayourers of Gets, was killed by the 

expreſs 
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, expreſs Order of Baſſienw, who, as ſome fur. 


- Baſſianus Amntoninus Caracallus lived Forty 
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ther add, had deſired Papinien to extenuate for 
him, to the Senate and the People the death 
of Geta, © Bur Papinian anſwered; That it wa 
yot. ſo eaſie to c—_ a Murder, as it wat th 
cormpiit it, They fay alſo that Papiniav did de 
cline to diate the Speech, in which Baſſo 
was to jnveigh agajnſt his Brother, to the end, 
to render his own Cauſe the, better in killing 
him ; and that Pepinian 1aid, chat, to accule the 
Innocent, who had been murdered, was in 
the nature of another Murder. But all thi 
hawever, does not very well agree. Becauſe 
it was not for the Captain of the Guards to 
form the, Emperor's Speeches ; and then it x 
certain that Papinian was for no other reaſon 
killed, but as he was a Fautor of Gets. A 
the Soldiers were hurrying him away to by 
Execution, he ſaid, That be ſhould be wery im 
prudent, who was the Captain of the Guard 
after him, if be did not ſeverely revenge th 
hich wa 

I 


Cruelty that was ſhewn to his place. W 
afterwards done. For Macrinus his | 
was the Author of the Death of Baſienw, and 
was afterwards himſelf made Emperor in the 
Camp; whole Son Diadamenxs, was immediate WW 
ly new named Antininus Diadumenus, to gr 
tify the Soldiers, becauſe the name of an Aw 
ninus was ſo dear to them. 


Three Years, and reigned Six, He was Ny 


bly buried, and left a Son, who was after 
wards called Varizs Antozinus Heliegabalw;* 


the dear Name of Antonines being ſo fixt in the 
Heart 


.L, I Yol.T. Emperor Antori. Baſſian, Caracallus. 


ur- Y Hearts of Men, that it was no more to be re- 
for moved, than that of Augwfus from the Perſon 
ath I of the Emperor. He was a Prince of ill man- 
va WY nes, and crtieller than his tos cruel Father. 
to {He eat and drank freely, but was hated by-his 


Grvants, and by all the-Men 'of the Sword, 


of his own Name, in which there is one Room 
{þ Curious, that the Archite&s ſay, it 1s alto- 
her inimitable. He left alſo a Portico: of 
Name of his Father, repteſetiting the prin: 
pal Actions of his Father's Life, with his 
Wars and Triumphs. -- He' received the Name 
if Caracallas from' a Garmenr ſo called, which 
« firſt brought up and*gave © the' People 
of Rome ' for a Bounty. - He repaired the #14 
2s, which is below hig-Bachs,' 6 ell,>chat 
will ſcarce-find 4 Street''in Romey that ts 
ver than ir. He erectedſtately Temples int 
[places t6 the Horiour of the Gerddeſs - 17s; 
ole Sacrifizes'* he celebrated - with - much 
eater Reverence than 'ever had. beers uſed 
fore at Rome. His Body was interred 1h the 
Sepulchre of the Antoninins's; (that the ſame 
lace ſhould receive his Reliques, which had 
men him that Name. © 
It is now fit'that I ſhould relate how it is ſaid 
hat he came to marry” his Mother-in-Law, 
Talia ; ſhe was very handſome, and as ſhe hap- 
xn'd one day 1n negligence, to diſcover hec 
body a little naked ; 46, Madam, ſaid he to 
ter, I would, if I might. © Sir, ſaid ſhe again, 
| you pleaſe, you can ; you are an Emperor, and 
ts 


CREE TEESISEIEPTISETSTFSY Sy 


2 FE20'S2 


J15 


” 


vs 24 $ 
only the Guards: The Works which he left His pub-, 
lehind him at- Rowe were, the famous Baths {16 Forks? 


AN 
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- t0- give Laws to all the World, 'and nat tab 


s His mm 
ceſiuous 


Marriage. 


them from any. He no ſooner had | 
food the: ſenſe of thoſe Words, . but his un. 
bridled Paffion led -him to reſolve upon the 
accompliſhment of the Crime, and fo he rel 
ly celebrated choſe Nuptials with her, whig 
were in effe& the ſame, as to take to Wife hi 
own Mother, and to add Inceſt with his Mo 
ine to the par woos of his nas It mil 
not be improper here to remark & very picquant 
thing, which was faid of him. As he had 
ſcribed to himſelf the Titles in his ſtik of 
Germanicns, Perthicess, Arabicys, and Alma 
nicus, becauſe. of his Conqueſts over the Gs 
mans, and' thoſe .other Nations; Melvin; Py 
tax, the Son of the Emperor' Pextinax, {m- 
ling ſaid; He. Majefy might be pleaſed to ul 
Geticus Maximus In which word Geticu:gher 
15 an equivocation,, wkh a double relation x 
Gers his Brother, 'whom he had killed ;. a 
with relazjon 46. the Gocbs, called Get, whan 
he had overcome in {ome rypning. Fights, iy 
his paſſage into the-Esf, - _ 5; - 
'The Death of Ges was rognofticated by 
ſeveral Prodigies, as we ſhall ſhew by and t 
in his own Lite, which follows. . In the mea 
time we ſhall only obſerve farther, that fa 
merly, when the Army had. propoſed Baſſas 
Antoninus to march at the Head of them,/int! 
place of Severus his Father, who was ſo lick « 
the Gout, that he could not, well follow 4 


War ; Severus was then for putting co death tif 


his Son Baſſienss, if the Captains of the Guai 


had not -over-perſuaded him agaiaſt it. C 
th 
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the contrary, others ſay, that the Captains of 


the Guards were for puniſhing Beſſenus with 
Death, bue that his Father — againſt it; be- 
cauſe he was not willing, that the fooliſh Raſh- 
neſs of a young Man ſhould be reſented fo ſe- 
verely, as for his own Father to kill him, when 
the Soldiers rather were the great occafions of 
the Crime. However it 5, this moſt cruel 
Prigce Be/ſianns Anzoninus Caracallys, who in 
2 word was a Parricide, inceſtuous, an Enemy 
of his Father, Mother, and Brother, was yet by 
Magrinus that killed him, out af fear of the 
Miko. add obuthlly boſd. of 'the Grands, 
after his Death made a God. A Temple was 
given him, and an Order of Prieſts appointed 
to ſerve him. Even the Temple of Fauſtine, 
it by Agro, Antoninus at the Foot of the 
ain Tawrws, was re-dedicated to him ; 

and his Son Antoninus Heliogabalus, ttan{lated 
the ſame again afterwards, to either Fupiter 
"Bf fries, or the Sun, or himſelf, but co which of 
te T hree, I cannot very well aſlert. 
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Dedicated to the 


EMPEROR 
Conſtantine the Great 


I Am ſenſible, Sir, that your Majeſty, mr 
many others, may perhaps admire, W 
I dotake in here the Life of Gera Antonin 
For indeed, I mult confeſs that there s 1 
much to be ſaid of him, becauſe he was 6 
out of the World, 2s ſoon almoſt as he al 
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upon the Throne as a Partner with his Brother, 
however I ſhall obſerve, that he had the 
name of Antoninus given him, no leſs than his 
Brother, by the Order of the Emperor Seve- 


1, his Father ; and the reaſon of it, which [ 

premiſe, before I proceed further, was 
this His Father ſometime, had had a Dream, 
that he ſhould be ſucceeded by an Antoninus. 
Upon which he immediately went to his Sol- 
diers, and at the head of them gave his eldeſt 
Gn Baſſjenus, the name of Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus Baſſianus, And when he had done 
this, whether it was out »of his Paternal Aﬀe- 
tion unto Geta, or whether it waz that Fulia 
his Wife, who knew the Dream, had put him 
upon it, becauſe Gere ſhould not be altoge- 
ther precluded Acceſs to the Empire, he or- 
kred that he alſo ſhould be called by the 
name of Aztoninus Gets ; and always in his fa- 
miliar Letters, which he writ afterwards in his 
abſence to his Friends, he ſaid of them both 
equally, Salute from me my Amtoninuſles, my 
Sms, and my Succeſſors. But yet however all 
this Caution of neither the Father, nor the 
Mother availed any thing. - For only the eldec 
poſſeſſed the Empire, who was the firſt 
honoured with the name Antonin. 

His other name of Gets was what he had 
fom either his Facher's Brother, or from his 
Grandfather, whoſe names were Gers. T here 
were yet other reaſons for the addition of that 
name of Artoninus, to this of Geta, Severus 
would have had it to be a Rule, that all Princes 
1a tae time to come ow be Entitled Antonin, 

3 in 


319 


Occaſion 
of bis 


Names. 


329 


The Life of Vol. 1. 


in the ſame manner as they are Amuf;; Which 
was the effe&t of his great love to the Bt 
peror Marcus Amtoninus, whoſe Son he wa 
pleaſed to call himſelf, arid whoſe Wiſdom 
and the Precepts of his Philoſophy he alway 
endeavoured to imitate. - And riot only t 
effect of his love to that Prince, who was 6 
Antoninu but by Adoption, but of his Law 
and Honour alſo to Antoninus Pi the Sug 
ce{lour of Hadrian ; by reaſon, that it wi 
Antoninns Pius, who had prefetred him frorm1 
Practicer in the Law to be the Keeper of th 
Exchequer ; which was a happy Riſe to hin, 
and which had opened him the way to thok 
great Advantages, that afterwards he cane tg 
attain unto: who thought therefore, that hy 
could not borrow a riame from any Pritic 
better, than from one whoſe Reigri had beth 
ſo happy; nor a name mire honourable 
than that, that had already run through four 
Emperors. Being skilful in the Do&ritie of 
Aſtrology, as many of the Africans generally 
are, he ſaid one day, becauſe he ktiew the Nv 
tivity of Geta; I admire, dear Juvenalis, (who 
was the Captain of the Guards to him) # 
think, that my Geta ſhall be @ God, in whiſt 
Natruity 1 ſee nothing to make him an Em 
peror, Nor did his skill at all deceive him for 
after Gets had been killed by his Brother, atid 
his Brother apprehended that he had drawn 
upon himſelf the hatred of a Tyrant by the 
Crime, he underſtanding that 1t would bt 
ſweetned if he did but declare Gets a God, 
ed, Sit Divus dum not ſt Viens ; Let _ 
| x ſg 06, 
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hich BÞ 2 God, [o' be xs not an Emperor ; and{o he Con- 
_ him ; by aka os Murdererin ſome 


ma ll meaſure retrieved to himſelf the good Grace of 


dot Il che People again. 

may Gets Afttoninus, was born at the City of Mi- 
tie Ml lev, under the Conſulſhips of Severns and Vi- 
6 Wl afivs, upon the ſixth of the Calends of Fare. 
His Mother was Fulis; who was Sewverus's (e- 
cond Wife, being her whom he had choſen to 


fn, only in a good Employment in the Scare. 
As ſoon as he was born, it was told by one 
that a Hen had laid an Egg in the Houle, 
which was of a Purple colour. So the Egg 
was brought up; but Beſſtanus taking it in his 
hands and tetting it fall, like a Child, to the 
Ground, that it brake, Fulis ſaid to him 
lughing, Tow wicked Villain, you have killed 
yur Brother. Severss cook more notice of 
this Expreffion at that time, than any other 
Jody : but afterwards all the Company looke 
lpon it as a thing ſpoken, as it were, by In- 
ration. Another Omen that happened was 
s: upon the ſame day, and in theſame hour 
that Geta was born, a Plebeian of the name of 
Antoninus, had at his Farm in the Country a 
Lamb kidded; with a mark upon his Head of 
he colour of Purple : and being informed by 
a Soothſayer, that an Aztoninus ſhould ſuc- 
ed to the Empire after Severus, he very 
bndly interpreted it of himſrif; but how- 
ever killed che Lamb (in which conſiſted the 
50h X 4 fgn 
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Marry, becauſe he had heard, that ſhe had it Gwd and 
in her Nativity to be the Wife of a King ; #44 0- 
hough himſelf was at that time a private Per- 7% 
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ſign of the death of Gera) for fear that the 
Omen of ſo high a Fortune ſhould bring hin 
into danger. I would add one thing more, 
which the Event made People-to. interpret to 
the ſame purpoſe; which is, that when Seve. 
rur one day Celebrated the Birth'ot Gets, hi 
Brother Beſſianus killed the Sacrifice himſelf 
in the place of the Prieſt. A Circumſtance 
not then conſidered nor taken notice of ; but 
it was afterwards very well underſtqod, when 
that Brother had ſacrificed his Brother. 

Geta, was in his temper a rough ſort of x 
Youth; though not to a Fault ; handſome, a 
little eager, a lover of delicious Wines and 
good Chear. There 1s this Story of him, which 
is remarkable, when he was a Boy. Hu Fx 
ther the Emperor Seweras being tor Eradicating 
wholly the Partics that oppoſed him, ſaid once 
to his Sons, I do but rid you of your Enemies. 
So Baſſianus adviſed him to cut. them off all 
Root and Branch; them and their Children: 
buc Gera askt the queſtion, how many of them 
they were? His Father telling him, ſays he 
again, Have they Parents and Relations living ! 
Yes. Then, lays he, there will be more People 
in Rome ſorry for your Victory," than there wil 
be that are glad of un. And certainly Gees 
Opinion had carried it, had not Plautianus the 
Captain of Guards, and Fuvenal who had 
great intereſts, inhited upon the contrary, - 
hopes of enriching themſelves by the Conki- 
Cation of the Eſtates; which was again {6 
conded by the exceſlive Cruelty of -Baſſianur, 
who periiſting in his firſt Opinton, and fay- 

Ing, 
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ing, He would bave them all cut off \ them and 
their Children ; lays Gets to himg You; who 
ſpere no Body, - would kill your own Brother, 
Which, as then ſpoken, fignihed nothing : 
but afterwards it appeared to be a fort of a 
Prophelie. 

| He had an excellent Memory to improve 
himſelt by what he read in the Antients, and 
by what -his Father taught him. His Brother 
had always hated him ; but he was more be- 
loved by his Mother Julia, than ever Baſſianus 
was by his. He ſpoke agreeably, though ſome- 


.thing Stammering : he was curious in his Dreſs, 


to exceſs : and whateyer was preſented him, 
he applied it to his own Ornament, without 
giving it away to any body living. Afcer the 
Parthian War, at what time his Father flouriſh- 
ed in great glory, as Baſſianus was declared a Part- 
ner in the Empire with his Father, ſo Geta was 
Created a Ce/ar, and honoured with the name 
of Antoninus Geta. It was an uſual diverfion 
with him to propoſe to the Grammarians, Que- 
ſions about the ſeveral Cries and Voices of 
Animals, As the Sheep Bleats, the Swine Grunts, 
the Dove Coos, the Lion Roars, the Elephant 
Brays, the Frog Croaks, the Horſe Whinnies, the 
Aſs Brays, the Ox Lows; and to prove the uſe of 
the proper Latin'Terms for each, out of the 
Antients. He read much in the Books of Se- 
renus Sammonicus, Written to Amtoninus, Ag 
to the Table, he took a pleaſure to obſerve an, 
Alphabet; according to which, as every Letter 
came on each day in us Courle, his Servants 
that knew it, and weie well «Filled in the 
Aits 
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Arts of eating, provided things of the names, 
beginning with that Letter. As for example, 
for the Letter P. Puddings Plover, Pulles, Pax. 
fridge, Peacock, Pig, Piſcis, Plumbs, and {6 
upon other days for the other Letters in order. 
Which is an Argument that from his Youth 
he had a gay choice of things, and was a very 
pleaſant Perſon. 

Afcer he was killed by his Brother, a Party of 
the Soldiers who had not been Corrupted, re- 
ſented his Murder very ill; ſaying all of them, 
That they had promiſed Fidelity to the two Son 


Severus, and ought zo keep it equally to them bath. 


Accordingly they kept faſt the Paſles of their 
Camp; and refuſed to give entrance to Baſſu- 
##:, tillhe had flattered them up, and had ap 
peaſed their Heats by giving them a Bounty, 
which was vaſtly great. After this Papinian, 
and many others were Maſlacred, who had 
either encouraged the good agreement of the 
ewo Brothers, or had appeared to be of the 
Side of Gets, Perſons of Quality of boththe 
Senatorian and the Equeſtrian Orders were 
Butchered, up and down publickly in the Baths 
and other places: Papinien died by the Axe; 
Beſſianus finding fault with the Executioner 
that he had not done it with a Sword, In the 
mean time he was ſo afraid of his own Perſon, 
that he wore a Coat of Mail under his Purple, 
when he went to the Senate, to give them an 
account of what he did, and of the death of 
Gets, At which time, as Feuſtinus the Prztor 
repeated tht Imperial Style, ſaying, Sarmati- 
cus Maximus, and Parthicus Maximns, hem 
Wile 
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which Brſſanns trad & gra by ' tis Vifories 
over the Sartate atrd the Parthians, Helvins 
Perrinex, the Son of the Emperor of that 
ite, ſopgeſted'it co him to fay, ant add to 
the reſt Getreus Maximus ; as if he meant it, m 
Hatton to his Viories over the Gorbs, who 
were then called Gerz; bur there was an Equi- 
yocation in the Word; for it alſo referred to 
the Murder of his Brother Gets. This funk 
deep into the Breaſt of Baſſianus, as it appeared 
afterwards by his putting to death the Author, 
and not him cnly, but thoſe others, as I have 
ſaid above. More particularly, as to Helvius 
Pertinax, he was willing to cut him off, upon 
the account that he was in the good eſteem of 
all the World ; and then beſides he was the 
Son of an Emperor, which it ſelf was no very 
lafe Circumſtance for a private Perſon. 


32F 


The Funeral of Antonius Geta was ſo very His ſe 
Fine, that one would not have thought the /emn Fu- 
lame Brother that buried him, had killed him. **7*- 


He was buried in the Sepulchre of his Ance- 
are that is to ſay, of Severus his Father, 
whic 


is upon the Appian way. In fine it isto * 


de obſerved, that the Careſſes of Antoninus Ca- 
racallus Baſſianus, were more to be dreaded 
than his Frowns. He had an unaccountable 
Quality with him, to ſpeak the faireſt and the 
kindlieſt to thoſe in appearance, whom he re- 
ſolved to deſtroy. . And again, it was a Mi- 
racle toall to ſee him lament, as he did, the 
death of Geta, as often as his name was menti- 
oned, or his Picture, or his Statue came in 
hight. He was therefore a Man of many 

| Windings 
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Windings and Turnings in his Humour ; and 
this being accompanied with as much Cruelty 
as if he thirſted after Blood, it made him, that 
he would one time Maſlacre the Friends, ano- 
ther time the Enemies of m__ as Fortune of- 


fered them to him ; ſo that the loſs of Ges, 
by the ſame means, became lamented more 
and more. 


THE 
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EMPEROR 
DIOCLESIAN. 


By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 


COECECY 


Hen Princes, either have not 
J fat very long upon the Roman 
Throne, or have not been Per- 


ſons of any extraordinary Charaters before 
their Acceflion to 1t, fo that there 1s bur lictle 


to bs ſaid of their Reigns, for the ſhortneſs of 
them, 
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them, and leſs perhaps of their private Livg 
in which they might never have been know, 
If they had not RR to the Empire: 1 


not to be admired if their Memories ſhoul; 
ſometimes lye buried in obſcority. Therefor 
for my part, what I can find, that I do think 


may þe ddlgrving to be-cqpmiyed to Poſte 
om and Neo be- xdlowed p=; * +tHhe ac. 
counts of divers Hiſtorians, I ſhall produce i 
to the World ; apprehending this to be the 
Duty of him, who propoſes to write the Liv 
others ; that is, pgr to recount every thing 
a Man does, but with Judgment to make? 
Choice of what is more particularly deſerving 
of Memory. Sg that |] fhauld think, the 
eElins Funins Cordus, who hath taken the Pain 
to publiſh the Lives of thoſe Emperors, whom 
he believes to be more obſcure and leſs known 
than others, hath not ygt agguitted himſe 

tis Deggy withhe greaceſt Hucceb./ |Becgrl 
as ſhort as he is, he hath yet reported things that 
are ſcarce woreh the Labour of vche Writing 
them.  Heduffers nat ukeleaſt rufles to elcape 
him, as it concerning Trajan, Antoninus Pius,ot 
Marcns Amoninus, 1t fgnifiech any ching t0 
know every time that they vent abrogd, i 
how they changed their Habits, and who every 
Perſon was that they preferred, and when; 
or when they were ſerved wittrothee: Vi 
upon their Table, than ordinary :*gllwv 
recounts, and fills his Books with he 
ſo makes his Hiſtory a Tale of a Tub, Where 
as, I think, thac as tor things that are fo i 


and of no yalug, no mention at all ought to 
ma 
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made of them ; unleſs it is, when it is proper 
to give a Judgment by them of certain Incli- 
nations, which may be really worth the know- 
ledge ; and even then, it is fit to touch them 
only in part and to leave the reſt to be gather- 
ed by the Reader. 

After the Death of the Emperor Baſſanus 


' Amoninus Caracalizs, his Captain of the Guards, 


Opilins Macrinus, who had before that been 
the keeper of his Privy-Purſe, poſſeſſed him- 
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ſelf of the Empire, A Man of a low Birth, Hi: Ex- 
not a Gentleman born or bred; full of afſu- rra8iom 


rance both in his Humour and his Looks; £24 C#«- 


ſometimes he called himſelf by the Name of "©": 


Servers, ſometimes Amtoninus ; but yet every 
body hated him, as well the Soldiers, as the 
People. He ingaged himſelf immediately in 
the War with the Parthians, to take away by 
that means from the Soldiers the leiſure to 
make Refle&ions upon him, and ſo to con- 
fcc. his Power, or at leaſt to ſtop the il] Re- 
res from growing, as much as it was poſ- 
e, under which he lay. The Senate in- 
deed willingly accepted him to be Emperor ; 
but yet it was chiefly, out of their hatred to 
the memory of Antoninus Caracallus, in relation 
to whom they cried out with one Voice, Any 
body rather than a Parricide ; any Perſon rather 
thay. an inceſtuons, and . an impure Homicide 
any one, rather than @ Murderer of the Senate 
and the People: It may be perhaps a Matter 

of ſome admiration, why Macrinus, » havin 
been the Author of the Death of his Predecel- 
for, who was by Name an Avon: ſhould 
nevertheleſs 
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nevertheleſs order his Son Diadumenss, ts be 
called Antoninus Diadumenus, Now that which 
I find upon the Annals, as to that matter, js 
this. 

The Oracle of the Goddeſs Czlefis in Car: 
cbage, having been conſulted by the Proconſul, 


about the State of the Empire, and the pub. 


lick Afairs, in the time of  Antoninus Pius, 
about the Emperors. After other things, ſhe 
particularly repeated the Name of Antoninus 
eight times; whereby it was underſtood, that 
the Emperor Antoninus Pius ſhould Reign eight 
Years. But when that Prince had out-lived 
that term, ſo that if any Faith was to be given 
to the Oracle, ſomething elſe than that' was 
defigried by it, which He was to produce, It 
was ſuppoſed at laſt to ſignifie, that the number 


of the Emperors of the Name of Antonin, 


ſhould be eight; and ſo they are. To wit, 
Antoninus Pius, the Firſt ; Marcus Antoninus, the 
Second ; Verus Anteninus his Colleague in' the 
Empire, the Third ; Commodus 'Antoninus, the 
Fourth; Antoninus Caracallus, the Fifth ; An 
toninus Getg, the Sixth's Anroninus Diadume: 
nus, the Seventh; and Antoninus Heliogabatni, 
the Eighth, For as for the Two Gorldlani, or 
Feveras, or Pertindx, or Fulianus, or Opiliud 
Macrinus, who did all of thEmi ſotnetimes call 
themſelves Antonmi, they are fiever to be 'ac- 
counted of the number of the true | Antowini, 
but only thoſe Eight now mentioned, by 
whom that Name was more retained, than any. 


of their own. Now Macrinus was milling ta. 


give his Son the Name of an Antorinus, - 
this 
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this reaſon, becauſe the People ſhould have 
the leſs occalion to _ that the late Em- 
a 


r of that Name had been kill'd by his 
Orders 3 and becauſe he knew very well, that 
trery one had ſuch an extraordinary Love for | 
that Name, that unleſs the Emperot was cal- | 
od Anteninus, they could ſcarce think him an | 
Emperors | 

After Opilins Macrinus was alſo killd, and 
he Senate was aflured that Varius Heliog abalus 
the Soth of Antoninus Caracallus » Was declared ! 
Imperor by the Army; then it was, that it 
ns loudly repreſented in the Senate, what an 
pmoble Perſon Macrinus was. Aurelius Victor 
Pavius ſpoke thus. 

Macrinus, « Slawe the ether day, that drud- His mean 
al in the ſerwvile Offices of the Emperor's Family ! 9/7894" | 
iebmgre! a Hirelmg! He lived a paltry Life | 

| 
| 


wer Commodus. Severus thought hims not fit 
8 firſt for the moſt miſerable Employments, bu: 

bim out, and banilhed bim into Africa; 
viere to cover his Infamy, be betook himſelf to | 
letters, and came to plead ſome ſmall Cauſes, and | 
t declais, and at laſt to be a Fuſtice, Then he 
vs created a Gentleman, and ſo at length, ar- | 
wed to be the Keeper of the Exchequer under 
krerns, by the Favour of Feſtus, who was an 
afranchiſed Slave of that Prince, 
This relation however, is not ſo undoabted, + 
ut that others give us the Seps of his Promo- 
Mn thus. That he was a Gladiator, and had 
wht in that quality publickly. Obtaining 
terwards his Freedom, he went into Africa, 


tere he was a Notary, and railing himſelt 
; Y afrer 
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after that, to be the Keeper-of the Emperor; 
Exchequer, from thence he ſucceeded unto the 
higheſt Honors. Whilſt he was the Captaingf 
the Guards, he contrived the Death of his Mz 
ſter, with that dexterity of Intrigue, that 
could not be perceived, that he had the leaf 
hand it it. He gained upon a Quirry (6 
give the Blow ; what with the Money he br- 
bed him with, and what with the great Pro 
miſes that he made him. And then it wah 
ordered, that it ſhould be ſaid, that he ws 
killed in a Mutiny of the Soldiers ; becauſe fi 
his murdering his Brother, and the Inceſt of 
his marrying his Mother, he was ſo odiousto 
them. 

Makes his But no ſooner was this done, but Macau 

SonCzlar. poſſeſſed himſelt of his place, and made his 
Son Diadumenus, whom he immediately called 
by the Name of Antoninus Diadumenus, his Part 
ner with him in the ſame. Then he ſentthe 
Body of the deceaſed to Rome, to be interred 
in the Sepulchre of his Anceſtors; and com 
manded his Captain of the Guards, who ws 
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> his own late Colleague in that Office, to take 


care of burying him in all reſpe&s honours: 


bly ; knowing that the Common People loved | 


him for the Habits and the Largeſſes that he 
had given amongſt them. 

As he was afraid of a popular Emotion, and 
that ſome body ſhould intervene and hinder his 
Reign, fo he was glad to take the Empire, 4 
1c were by ſurpriſe; but yet in the mean time 


he ſerved himſelf of that common Artifce wi} 


pretend, that it was againſt his Inclination, 


Partict: 
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Wl particularly he was jealous of the Captain of 
WW the Guards, his late Colleague, becauſe ſome 
' WH People hoped, that if he had the Conſent but 
WW of one Legion, he would not refuſe an Op- 
WE portunity, in which they would be ready to 


ſerve him, out of the hatred they had to Opilius 
Macrinus for his ill Life, and for the ijgnoble- 
neſs of his Education and Birth. He took/up- 
on himſelf, as I ſaid, the Name of Severus, 
hough he had no relation to that Prince ; 
which occaſioned a good raillery upon both 
him and his Son 3 Macrinus is a Severus, as Dia- 
dumenus 15 an Antoninus. 
Now to put a ſtop to any Commotion of the 
Soldiers, he immediately gave a Bounty, as 
ell to the Legions, as \< Guards, which was 
nore than ordinarily large z and as 1t 1s the 
tom ſo to do, his Money ſupplied the de- 
& of his Innocence; and what he wan- 
ed 1n one, he made up with the other; 
y virtue ,whereof, he continued in the Em- 
we for ſome time, although he was a Man 
t all manner of Vice. He writ Letters tothe 
nate, concerning the Murder of Antoninus 
racallus, in which he ſhled him a God ; 
roteſting as to himſelf, that he was innocent, 
id had known nothing of it; and ſo he ad- 
xd to the Crime that he had committed Pers 
uy,to begin his Reign withal, 
It is fit co know, what a ſortof an harangue 
was Which he made, when he writ to the 
mate upon this occaſionz that we may fee 
de Confidence of the Man, and the Sacrilege 
1 which he commenced hs Reign. The 
Y 3 Heads 
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Heads of it were theſe, done in the joyy 
Names of the Emperors Macrinus and Diadumg 


the Senate, to have bad our Sovereign Antony. 
nus yet in ſafety, and returning to you in Tr; 
umph. We ſhould all have been happy in ſuch ; 
flouriſhing State of the Empire, and under a Pring, 
who was a Succeſſowr of the Antonini, and pivg 
us from the Gods, But ſince this Happineſs bal 
not befaln us, by reaſon of a Mutiny of the Si 
diers, which hath deprived us of it, we mak 
you acquainted with what the Army hath dm 
as to us in the firſt place and next we withyw 
Conſents, decree an Apotheoſ1s to be given imme 
diatcly to our late Prince, whoſe Murder the Army 
hath thought no Man more wortby to avenge than by 
own Captain of the Guards, to whom himſelf bu 
left it, to chaſtiſe th: Fafttion, bad be eſcaped then 
hands and lived. 

In another place, ſays he, They have preſented 
me with the Empire, which I have therefore tak 
into my Protettion; and I ſhall continue it, if the 
ſame thing be pleaſing to you, Fathers of the Se 
nate, which zs [0 pleaſing to them, to whom 1 hav 
given a Bounty, and done every thing as the Ci 
ffom ws for the Emperors to do upon theſe occh 
ſrons. 

Again, My Son Diadumenus, whom yu 
know, the Army bath made my Partner in itt 
Empire, and hath not denied him the Nam 
of Antoninus. Indeed, they bawe done bim 6 
greater Honour by that Name, than by that «+ 
gree of a Prince ; which we deſire may be uf 


prove 
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proved by you, Fathers of the Senate, as a. good 
and happy Omen, that you ſhall never want a 


| Prince of a Name which you do ſo dearly love. . 


Again, We ant all the Army have equally de- 
creed the Honours of a God unto Antoninus /Ca- 
racallus. 4nd though wt might with the Autho: 
rity of Emperors command the ſame from. you, 
Fathers of the Senate ; yet we rather deſire you 
to do it, and to dedicate to him, two Statues on 
Horſeback, two wore ſtanding .in Military. Habit, 
and two others ſitting in a Civil one. We: dedi- 
cate alſo two triumphal Statues to the Emperor 
Severus. ' Al which, Fatbers of the Senate, you 
will command to be performed, at cur earneſt 
Requeſt. | 8 | 

When this was read in the Senate, they took 
the news of thedeath of Artoninug Caracallus very 
well, and hoping that Opilizs Macrinus would 
maintain the publick Liberty, they 'tirſt made 
him a Patrician, -who was a Man originally of 
no Family, and little known; then they made 
lim High-Prieſt, (a Title annexed to the Em- 
perors) who ſometime before, had been a Clerk 
to the 9mmor Prieſts: And laſtly, they voted 
him the Title of Piow. Nevertheleſs, at the 
firſt, upon the News of the Death of Cara- 
callus, there was a long lilence 1n the Senate, 
becauls no body dared to be foi ward to be- 
lieve it. But it was no ſooner confirmed to 
them, that he was really killed, bur they 1n- 
reighed againſt him as a Tyrant ; iminediate- 
ly they conferred che - Proconlular and the 
Tribunician Powers upon Macrinus, who ac- 


cepred from them the Title of the Happy, in- 
Y 3 ſtead 
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ſtead of that of the Piows, and was pleaſed that 
the Name of Antoninus ſhould be confirmed 
by them to his Son. | 

And here I may obferve, that this Name 
which began in a Prince, who was 1n reality, 
as well as by Title Pious, came by degrees, 
through a number of others one after another, 
wha impaired its Reputation more and more, 
to end at laſt in a Man fo impious, that he 
was the very ſcum of the Earth. Marcus A» 
toninus was the only Prince after Pizs, who 
adorned it by a Life worthy of it : Verus 4» 
toninus his Partner, degenerated from it, and 
Commodus Antoninus even polluted ir. What 
ſhall I ſay of Antoninus Caracallus ? Or what 
of Antoninus Diadumenus ? What ſhall I ay 
of Antoninns Heliogabalus ? But as he was the laſt 
of the Antoninuſſes, and baſe born, ſo he 15re- 
membred to” have lived in the greateſt im- 
purity, 

Opilins Macrinus being thus eſtabliſhed in the 
Empire, he made great preparations to conti- 
nue the War againſt the Parthians ; and pro- 
poſed to aboliſh the infamy of his former Life, 
and the baſeneſs of his Birth, by the greatnels 
of his Victories. He engaged the Enemy, as 
they were commanded by Artabanw their 
King, who fought obſtinately. But after this, 
a Peace being agreed upon, then Macrinus re- 
tired to the City of Anriech, where giving him 
felt up to Luxury, his Legions took a jult pre- 
rence from thence to revolt from him to Vari: 
Heliogabalus, who was the reputed Son of Anto- 
111% Baſſianns Caracallus 5 and who coming with 

al 
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an Army againſt him, defeated him, and killed He #s 


him, after he had reigned but a little more 
than one Year. 
There was a Lady called Mz/a, alias Varia, 
a Phenician, of the City of Emiſ/s, the Siſter 
of Julia, the Wife of the Emperor Severn, 
who afcer the Death of Antoninus Caracallas, 
was baniſhed the Court by Macrinzs; but yet 
ſhe was allowed to take along with her, all 
the effets which ſhe had amalſed-in the long 
time of her continuance there, This Lady 
had two Daughters, called Semiamira and Mam- 
mes: The ja and eldeſt was the Mother 
of Varius Heliogabalus, who was a Prieſt of the 
Sun, and had taken the Name of Heliogabalus, 
in the Phznician Language, from the Name of 
the God that he worſhipped. And being as 
well by his noble Stature and his Beauty, as by 
his Office remarkable co all that came to the 
Temple, eſpecially the Soldiers, his Grand- 
Mother Mz/a, alias Varia, took her opportu- 
nity to ſay to them, that he was the Son of the 
Emperor Antoninus Baſſienus Caracallus, which 
from one to another, came to be made known 
to all. And as ſhe was herlelf very rich, and 
Heliogabalus very prodigal, ihe made ſuch Pro« 
miſes to them 1n his behalf, that ſhe ſeduced 
the Legions to a revolt ; who accordingly re- 
ceived him and his Mother, and their follow- 
ers into a Garriſon by Night, and proclaimed 
him Emperor, by the Name of Antoninus, and 
inveſted him with the marks of that Dig- 


nity, 
When 
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'When this Account was brought unto Mg. 
crinus at Antioch, he admiring at the boldneſ 
of the Woman, which he could not but ſlight 
at the ſame time, ſent Fulianus the Captain 
of his Guards with his Legions to beliege her, 
But no ſooner did the New Antoninus ſheyw 
himſelf in Perſon to thoſe Men, but they were 
all ſo marvellouſly inclined to love him, that 
they killed Falianns their Captain, and paſſe 
over in a Body to his fide. Then Antoninus Heli 
gabalus having formed his Army ſer himlelt to 
march againſt Macrinus, as Macrinus was march- 
ing againſt him; and joyning Batrel, Mac: 
mus was defeated; occalioned by the Trex 
chery of his own Soldiers, by reaſon of their 
Love to Amtoninus. So he fled with ſome few 
in company with him, and particulaziy hs 
Son. But both he and his Son were after- 
wards purſued and killed in a Village of 8. 
thynia, and his Head cc off and brought to 
the Conqueror. And all that his Son had 
gotten by the Enpire, vas his Deſtiny only 
wo be killed witn his Father. 

Certainly Macrinus was in the times that he 
reigned more rigorous, and more auſtere than 
he had ever been before, thereby hoping to 
ſuppreſs the Reports of all his by-paſt Aion, 
and to bury them 1n oblivion ; on the contrary, 
that Severity did but open a freſh occaſion to 
People to blame him, Thus he was for- ha+ 
ving timſelt ro bs called a Severus and a 
Pertinax: And when the Senate had given 
1m the Titles of che Happy, and the Pious, " 

| only 
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only accepted the firſt, and refuſed the other, 


whichoccafioned a Libel to be made upon him, 


Latin Verſe to this purpoſe ; That «9 old, ugly, 
troubleſome, ſour, 'and mn Man of 8 
Stageplayer (alluding to his fighting, fornerly, 
s a Gladiator) pretending to. be Happy, with- 
ut being at the ſame time Pious, it was 'a thing 
natural and irrational, for thoſe were two Vir- 
wes 0t to be ſeparated. An impious Reign will 
woke bus Subjects unhappy, and be who makes 
w Subjefts ſo, muſt be unhappy himſelf. 


Macrinus was*therefore one of a proud 'and Hes 


er 
Cru 


bloody Mind ; he loved to govern with the 
rditrarineſs of a Soldier ; accuſed' the Diſct- 
pline of former times, and praiſed Severds a- 
"ne, of all the Emperors. He condemned 
his Soldiers to the Croſs, and always puniſhed 
them with the puniſhments of Slaves. In any 
utiny he generally decimated ; fometimes 
he contented himſelf to centeſtnate- them ; 
which laſt was a peculiar word of his oven, 
when he drew out but every hundredth Man 
when to execute, which he accounted'a Mercy, 
? had faid, they deſerved to be decimared, 
r vicelimated. Certainly, it would be too 
edious here to recount all his Cruelties, How- 
rer, one I will mention, which was not great 
s he thought it; and yer it is ſomething worſe 
han the Barbarities of all the, Tyrants that 
fer were, Two Soldiers were reporced to 


we forced their Landlord's Maid againft her 


Will, to lys with chem, at the ſame time ſhe 


Was 


which was put up in' the Forum 4h Greek and . 
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was one that had been debauched long het, 
He hearing of it by his Spies, ſent A | 
and examined the Matter ; and it appear 
to be true, he ordered Two vaſt great Oy 


' to be opened alive ſuddenly, and the Men 


be Rtufled into their Bellies, there to rems 
till they died, with only their Heads out, & 
they could talk to one another ; which y 
a ſort of a Puniſhment that had nothy 
like it then, or in any former times, in they 
of Adultery itſelf. In his Wars, always i 
deed, againſt the Parthians, Armenians, | 

Arabians, he quitted himſelf-with equal | 

very and ſuccels. A Tribune one day havin 
neglected to appoint the Guard, he drappy 
him alive and dead in a miſerable Condiie 
at a Cart's Tail, all his march. He revin 
the Puniſhment of Mezextius, of tying the þ 


- ving to the dead, for both to rot togethe 


Therefore it was ſaid .by the People in th 
Cirque, in favour of his Son Diadumenu, wit 


was a very lovely Youth, 


dignus, cui pater baud Mezentius efſet 
It was pity be had a Mezentius for bs Father, 


| 
He ſhut up others betwixt four Walls, till that 
died ſtarving. For Adultery he always ue 
the Parties body to body, and burnt them to" 
gether alive. Servants that had run from ther 
Maſters, he condemned to be made Glac 

tors of, Unleſs Informers proved what they 
ſaid, he mads it Capital to them ; if they diffi 
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folic, they received a Reward in Money, but he 
then difmifſed them with all their Infamy upon 
ichem.. | | | 
Or He was not a little verſed in the Know- 
edge of the Laws of the Romans, inſomuch, 
chat he made no ſcruple ta ſuperſede all the 
Reſcripts of the antient Emperors, to act ac- 
h wlcording to Right, and not according to. Re- 
t - And it was a ſhame, he ſaid, that the 
Wills of ſuch as Cammodus and Caracelus, and 
others that were unworthy. to be Emperors, 
hould be Laws; when Trajen would not al- 
low that a Reſcripe that is written perhaps 
lin fayour in one caſe ſhould be made a 
Worecedent in another £ becauſe things ought 
to bs examined by the Rules of good 
Wenſe. He was liberal;,in his allowances 
he of Bread and Proyifions to the Poor, but 
etheW ſparing in giving Money. Towards his Ser- 
JM rns he was fo ſevere, and ſo cruel, that they 
Walled him inſtead of Macrinus, Macellings, 
from Macellum a Shambles ; becauſe his Houſe, 
like a Shambles, flowed with the Blood of the 
eſſet. Servants that he killed. . He eat and drank 
ther, very freely, ſometimes to exceſs in the Eve- 
nings. If he had dined at any time more 
ſparingly, in his ſupper he would be very pro- 
; tiedffuſe. He admitted the Men of Letters to his 
oF Table, with whom talking, he prolonged his 
Meals. - | 
But as every one called to mind the baſe- 
neſs of his Birth, and former Life, and on 
the other hand, obſerved his Cruelty, which 
Was 
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was exceſlive, and the many horrid thing 
that he did, which the Soldiers, eſpecially 
very well knew, they were not able 1g 
to endure ſuch a Nuſance upon the Throng 
and ſo they reſolved to rid themſelves o 
him. 

There was a Libel once made upon hi 
Son to this purpoſe. I dreamt 1 ſaw a Yu 
of the Name of Antoninus, who hath a Slay 
to bis Father, bis Mother ſuch a Whore, 3 
hath had a Hundred, and ask'd « Hundrl 
more. From ſuch a Father, ſuch a Mothy, 
lee bim be @. Pius or, & Marcus, he cannit þ 
s Verus Antoninus ; alluding to the Empe. 
ror of the Name of Yerwe, but intending to 
to ſay, that he cannigt be a true, but = 2 
viſionary, and a Biſtard Antoninus. When 
Macrinus was told this, he anſwered it in 
ſome Tambics, which they ſay were very well 
done; but we have them not, becauſe they 
petiſhed with hum jn the Fray that - he was 
kill'd in, when all chat he had was plunder- 
ed by the' Soldiers. = 

'The imahyner of his Death was ſuch as we 
have ereſented it before already ; that is, 
his Army revolting, -and carrying all their 
Inclinations upon Antonin Heliogabalw, he 
fled, and was afterwards taken and killd in 
a Village 'of Bihynia ; his Attendants all 
yielding, or otherwile cut in pieces or diſper- 
ſed in flight. This made Helogabalus famous, 
becauſe ' hs appeared to have revenged the 
Death of his Father. So he ſucceeded to 
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the Empire, and as he certainly diſgraced it 
afterwards with 'Vices of Luxury, Impurity, 
Riot, Pride, and Cruelty, and as he lived an 
unhappy Life, fo he met with the like tragical 
Deatn. 


This is what I have diſcoverd concerning 
Macrinus, out of a great many Hiſtorians 
that mention lym. I humbly preſent it to 
your Majeſty, O Divcle/ian; being affured, 
that your Majeſty takes a pleaſure 'in view- 
ing the Accounts of the Emperors of the an- 
tient Times. 


THE 


343 


344 Val, t 


TH 5 


Life and Reign 


EMPEROR 


 Antoninus PDiadumenaus. 
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BY 


JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 
Nrteninus Diadumenas being but a Youth 
when the Army created him Empe- 
ror, together with his Father, after 
the Death of Antoninus Caracalls: ; 


his Life affords us little that is remarkable, more 
than the Account of his reception of the Name 
of Antoninus, and the ſtupendious Omens that 
appeared to fore-tell his Reign, and allo that 
it was to continue but a ſhort time, For as 
to the firſt, as ſoon as it was known amongh 
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the Legions, that the fatal Stroke was given to 
Antonimus C aracallus, that which Was a matter 
of great trouble to them all, to obſerve, was, 
that they had not another Antoninus to ſuc- 
ceed him, ,as if they thought that the very 
Riman Empire was certainly to periſh with 
that Name. Macrinus hearing this, and fear- 
ing, by reaſon that there were ſeveral Rela- 
tions of Antoninus Pius that were Captains in 
the Army, leſt the Army might caſt their In- 
cinations upon ſome one or other of thoſe 
for the Empire 5 he immediately put himſelf 
a the Head of them, with this Harangue. 


345 


Nou ſee here, my Fellow Soldiers, my ſelf, and my He 5s e- 
Sm Diadumenus. I am well advanced in years, clared an 
tut my Son by the mercy of the Gods, you will *ntoninus 


have long to be your Emperor. I underſtand that 
there is remaining amongſt you, a great Afﬀettion 
on the Name of Antoninus. Wherefore [ice 
ow my own part, according to the Condition of 
humane Frailty , I bawe not much time left me 
to live, I name this young Son, an Antoninus, 
with your Conſents, and wiſh you long to enjoy 


m. . 

They cried, The Gods ſave the Emperor Ma- 
crinus. The Gods ſave Antoninus Diadumenus. 
We all beg, that Antoninus Caracallus may be 
made a God. Then moſt Excellent and moſt Power- 
ul Jupiter, preſerve the Lives of Macrinus and 
Antoninus. Thou knoweſt, O Jupiter, Macri- 
hus 2s invincible. Thou knoweſt, O Jupiter, Ma- 
crinus is inconquerable. Having an Antoninus, 
ve have all things. The Goat, bave piven us 
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an Autoninus. Antoninus and bis Father w, 
rit the Empire, 

Macrinus replied, My Fellow Soldiers, w 
give you @ Bounty of vhree pieces of Gold, 
each of you, upon the occaſion of our Acceſſion y 
the Empire ; and for the Name of Antonin, 
five pieces of Guld more, beſides your ordinary Py 
which ſpall be doubled to you. The Gods pras 
that this may be done often; for as much aw 
now give you this day, we will repeat it to yu, 
every Fifth year of our Reigns. 

Atter this, Antoninus Diadumenus the young 
Emperor ſpoke to them jn theſe words, | 
thank jou, my Fellow Soldiers, for the Hom 
the Empire, and of the name which you hav 
given me, for it u you that have thought my Be 
ther and me, wortby to be the Emperors of Rome, 
and to command the State : to the Government 
whereof My Father will take the Care not to bk 
wanting, and it ſhall be my beſt endeavours nat u 
be wanting to the Glory of the name of Antoninus 
Tam ſcrſible, it 38 a name in which the Empe 
P1us, Marcus, and Verus, have gone before me: 
who were Perſons, to whom it 2s a difficult thing 
to anſwer worthily. 1 can only ſay, I will do dl 
that a in my power : and in the mean time, up 
the joynt occaſion of my Reign and my Name, | 
promiſe you the ſame, as my moſt honoured Fi 
ther hath done ; who bath but conſidered you a 
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The Greek Hiſtorian Herodian, hath omit: 
ted theſe paiſages, and ſpeaks Diadumenus ut 
der no higher a quality than a Ceſar. Hows, 


ever after this Harangue , a, Coin wi 
ſtamped 
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ttamped at Antioch; in the name of Ante- 
vinw Diadumenus: the. other, which was to 
be in the name of Macrinaus was deferred, 
till they had the expreſs Orders of the Se- 
nate; to whom Letters were ſent to ac. 
quaint them, with-what was paſt, and with the 


- 
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And whether it was as ſome ſay, becauſe their 
hatred to Antoninums Caracallus made them wil- 
ng to have any other Emperor, rather than 
kim, they accepted of- this Change freely. 
Had Macrinus lived, he intended to have given 
to the People of Rome a Preſent of ſome Veſ#- 
ments, after the example of the Donation of 
Catacallas 3 and alſo to eſtabliſh a Charity, for 
the maintenace of the Children of ſome Poor 
Families; whom he intended to call by the 
mme of his Son; to the end, as his own 
Words in the Edi are, to render fo much the 
more agreeable and more recommendable the 
glory of the name of Antoninrs. At the ſame 
time, he ſays, that Ne wiſhes that he was pre- 
ſent with the People of Rome ; that his 'Son, 
their new Antoninns , might with his own 
hand diſtribute a Largels of | Corn amongſt 
them. In the next place he ordered the 
Colours, and the Standards of the Antoninuſes 
to be put up in the Camp. He ereagd the 
Statues of Antoninus Baſjianus Caracallis® in 
Gold and Silver; and Celebrated-a Feſtival of 
ſeven days, for the Honour of the name of 
Antoninus , 
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New Antoninus, who delired their approbation. - 
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Antoninus Diadumenus was Certainly one of 
the beautifulleſt Youths in the World. Hy 
was pretty tall, with bright yellow Hair, black 
Eyes, and a pretty long Noſe; his Chin perfeg. 
ly handſome, and a grace to his whole Face; 
a full kifling Lip, and then he was natural 


2 Stout, and proper in his Exerciſes. When 
[ 


ſt he was dreſs'd in the Imperial Robgs of 
Scarlet and Purple, and the other Military Bp 
figns of the Empire; he ſhined like a Star, org 
one newly dropt from Heaven, and evey 
body =. him, for the Charms of his Bea 


ty 


Inthe next place, as to the Omens whichps 


dous. The day that he was born, his Fathz 
over-ſeeing and examining the Purple Roby 
of the Emperor in his Office, had ordered 
fome of them to be brought where his So 
Diadumenus was born in two Hours after. 

as ſome Children that are born, have a 
upon their Heads in th nature of a Coll, 
being a natural fort of a Cover upon the Head, 
which is afterwards taken away by the Mi 
wives ; Diadumenus, initead of this had a per 
fect Diadem in the place of it, which was 4 
thin, but (trong Fleſh, made of a great many 
Veins and Fibres, like the ſtrings of a Bow, 
frori whence he was called at firſt Diadematu; 
but as he grew up, he was called by the Nani 
of Diadumens, trom his Grandfather by 
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ſI1de of his Mother; and there is not muci 
difference berwixe the one Name and the Of lea 
ther. Ar a Houſe of his Father's in the Coun fell 


WY diet 


Vol.1. Emperor Antoninus Diadumenus. 


try, twelve Lambs were kidded, all of a Wool 
T ibs colour of Parple, except one, which 
was of divers Colours.” The ſanie day that 
he was born, an Eagle came and dropt a Ring- 
Dove into his Cradle as he {lept, and retired 
without doing him any hurt. Other Doves, 
from whence the Soothſayers prognoſticated 
great Riches and Honour, came and made 
their Neſts in his Father's -Houſe. As he 
was one day walking in the Fields, an Eagle 
came and took from off his Head his Cap, 
2nd afterwards dropt it upon the Head of a 
Statue of an Emperor. He was born, not 
only upon the ſame day of the Month, bur in 
the ſame hour, and almoſt under the ſame 
Conſtellations, as was the Emperor Antoninus 
Pizs. Therefore the Aſtrologers ſaid, That he 
would be both the Son of an Emperor, and an 
Emperor himſelf. A Woman, who was of his 
Kindred, obſerving that he was born upon 
the Birth-day of that Prince, cried, Ler Aim be 
caled an Antoninus. But Macrinus was a- 
fraid to do that, becapſe it was an Imperial 
Natne, which none of his Family had ever 
had 3 and he thought it was fafer to let it a- 
lone, eſpecially, the Report being already pur 
about of the greatneſs of his Birth. Another 
Omen that ſti} more particularly deſerves our 
obſervation, is this; as Diadumenus was in his 
Cradle in a Garden, a Lyon that had broken 
loſe, and was very fierce, came and lick'd 
wal him, and left him without offering him the 
& OF leaſt violence; bur yer meeting his Nurſe, he 
ou fell upon her, and bit her ſo cruelly, that ſhe 
uy lice, bs + T tris 
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Great 
Heonour # 


paid to 


the Name 
Antonl- 
nus. 
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This 15 what hath ſeemed to me to be wor. 
thy of memory concerning Antoninu Diadu- 
mens, whoſe Life | Had even intermixt with 
the Adtions of his Father, but that my Honow 
for the Princes of his Name, obliged me to 
ſuch a particular Account of him. | And cer- 
tainly, it was a Name ſo amiable to theſe times, 
that it ſeems, as if he who was not call'd an 


 Antoninrs, was nt fit to be Emperor. There 


15 a Letter of Opilizs Macrinur, in which he 
declares, that he glories not ſo much of hs 
elevation ro the Empire, whereof he ws 
the ſecond Perſon in rank before, as 
tain of the Guards, as of being the Pather 
of a Son, of the Name of Amtoninws, which 
at that time was ſo Famous, that not any 
Name of the Gods themfelves was more. 
Therefore, ſaid one, It s a thing void of a 
Reaſon, and unſuitable to the Dignity of Comm 
dus, ro covet, as be did, the Name of Hercules, 
as if that of Antoninus was not Hoxour enough, 
For would he be a God, he could never mort 
eminently be ſo, than as be was an Emperor 
ſo excellent @& Name? | mention this, in thi 
place, only to ſhew, how highly the Anton 
nuſſes were valued, to have their Names fet'a 
bove the very Gods. And yet all this ws 
wrought by only the Charms'of three Prince 
of that Name, whoſe Wiſdom, whoſe Good 
neſs, and whoſe Piety conſecrated them I 
ever to Poſterity ; that is, Wiſdom in the Pe 
ſon of Marcus Antoninus, Goodnels in his Bre 
ther Verws, and Piety in the firſt of the three 
Astoninus Pius, I come now to the Letter whict 
I mention'd of Opilins Macrinus. 


and particularly the good 
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Opilius Macrinus, to Nonia Celſa 
his Wie. 


HE Bleſſing we have received, my dear 
Wife, #s above all Eſtimation ; but perhaps 
you may think now, that I ſpeak of the Empire, 
which #® no ſuch great matter ; Fortune beſtows 
that upon unworthy Perſons often. IT am made 
the Farher of an Antoninus. Thgu art become 
the Mother of an Antoninus. O happy we ! 
And Fortungte onr Houſe! Now # our Reign 
happy, and to be big hly *Renowned. The Gods, 

Radeſs Juno, whom 
Jou Worſhip, grant, that be may ſuſtam Worthi- 
h the merit of his Name; and that I, who am 
the* Father of an Antoninus, may alſo appear 
worthy of that Honour to all the World. 


By this Letter we fee, how great an Ho- 
nour he looked upon it to be, that his Son 
was received by the Name of an Axtoninas. 
However, this fine Son was killed, cogether 
with his Father, in the Fourteenth Month of 
their Reigns. And 1t 1s* to be obſerved, that 
as young and as amiable as he was, he was 
yet one that was very ſevere upon many Per- 
{ons beyond his Age ; witneſs theie two Let- 
ters following, written to his Father and Mo- 
ther ; which as they are Pieces contributing ta 
this Hiſtory, ſo L have thought fit co 1nſert them 


here, 
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Firg. fn. Ste nulla movet tantarum gloria rerum, 


4. 374. 


ſons that have betn once exulcerated in thih 


' Net pray regard the Fortune of your Son, 
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The Emperor the Son, to the Em- 
peror his Father. 


Am apt to think, Sir, in conſequence of my 
Love and Duty to you, that you bave not been 
ſufficiently careful of your ſelf, in [parmg the Ag. 


'complices of the intended Revolt ; whether it « 


becauſe you hoge that your Mercy will make them 
more your Friends for the future, or becauſe thy 
are your old Acquaintamts, and that tberefot 
you [pare them. For ft of all, as they are Per 


minds agawſt yo, they can never lowe you & 
gain; and then when old Friends forget them- 
felwes, ſo as vo turn Enemies, tbey make the 
cruel Enemies of all Men, To which add, what 
the Army cries, 


J—_ > 6 nw ao. 


Aſcanium ſurgentem, & ſpes hzredis Juli 
Reſpice; cui regnum lecaliz, Romanag; tellus 
Debetur —— | ? 


If Thirſt of Glory cannot puſh you on, 
To whom Rome's Empire has been deſtin d lou, 


Tou muſt put them to death, if you would expett 
to live im Safety. For if thoſe be ſpaxed, others 
will not fail to trouble yew as much, according 10 
rhe natural wiciouſneſs of Mankind, 
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Now 
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Now whether himſelf, or Celianw his Ma- 

ſter in Rhetorick formed this Letfer, it ſhews 

1- I what a ſevere young Man he would have been 
if he had lived. 


tt nt. 
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The other LET TER to his 
Mother, was this. 


Ertainly, my Fatber, the Emperor, neither 
lowes you nor himſelf, to ſpare, as be does, 
by Enemies. Therefore, pray endeavour, that 
Arabianus, Thuſcus, a»d Gellius be diſpatched, 
for fear, leſt, if occaſion ſerve them, they do nos 
ſuffer ws to eſcape them ſo eaſily. 
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Theſe Letters, ſays Lollim Urbicus, in the 
Hiſtory that he hath made of his time, bein 
betrayed to the Soldiers by his Secretary, id 
Diadumenws . the greateſt prejudice, and coſt 
him his Life, For ſome of them conſidering 
that he was but a Youth, had been at firſt for 
ſaving him, after they had killed his Father. 


But when theſe Letters were produced and He s ſlain 
read, then they killed him alſo ; and both cheir $ he Set 
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Heads were carried about upon the top of a ©#7-- 


q Javelin. Then' all the Army agreed co ſec 
- Þ up Varius Antoninus Heliogabalus, being the re- 
2 | puted Son of Baſſianus Antoninus Caracallus, 
They ſay, he was a Prieſt of the God Heli- 


Ti 


to gabalus; that is, in the Phenician Language, 
£ 4 che 
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n; but certainly the moſt impure, and 
= yo difſolute Man upon Earth, and by 
ſome Fate, ſent entirely to diſhonour the 
Roman Empire. As there are a great many 
things to be ſaid of him, I ſhall reſerve my 
ſelf to ſpeak of him in his place. 


THE 
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| OF THE 


EMPEROR 


Varius Antoninus Heliogabalus. 
Dedicated to the 


EMPEROR 
Conſtantine the Great. 


Tz3 


ET Rk. 
ALTUS LAMPRIDIUS. 
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l WAS; 


Lite in a manner, which was ſo very 
impure, that I ſhould eternally excuſe 


V/ i Antoninus Heliog abalus, paſled his 


; ' my ſelf from committing it co Writ- | 
Ing; nor ſhould it be known by my hand, | 
that ever ſuch a Perſon was the Emperor of | 

Rome, | 
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Reaſon 
of ; his 
Names. 
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Rome, if we had not had a Caligula, a Nem, 
and a /itellizs upon the ſameThrone before him, 


But as we ſee the ſame Earth produces as wel 
Poyſons as good Grain ; and is diverſthed with 
things which are ſome wholſome, and ſome 
hurtful here Vipers, and there other Cres 
tures, that are tame, and good for the Life of 
Man: the prudent Reader will ealily make 
himſelf an amends for ſuch prodigious Ty 
rants, if he pleaſes but to read the Reigns 
Auguſtus, Veſpaſian, Titus, Trajan, Hadrian, tt 
toninus Pixs, and Marcus Amoninas, in oppol 
tion to them. For by the compariſon, he will 
perceive the Judgments of the Romans upon 
the one and the other; how that theſe latter 
reigned long, and ended their days at laft with 
natural Deaths. But the ochers were murder- 
ed, ſhamefully dragged, branded as Tyrant, 
their Names thought unworthy ſo much as to 
be mentioned; or not to be mentioned without 
horror. After the Death of Macrinw and his 
Son, the Empire was conferred upon Variw 
Antoninus Heliogabalms, for this reaſon eſpect 
ally, becauſed he was the reputed Son 

Baſſiannms Antoninats Caracallus, He had been 
betore a Prieſt, either of Fupiter, or the Sun, 
and had taken to himſelf che Name of Ants 
vinus, not only for an Argument of his Birth, 
but becauſe he knew that that Name was 
very dear to the World, that even che Pai 


cide his Father was loved for its fake. His; 


other Name- fron his Grandfather Varia, was 
Varius, Then he called himſelf Heliogabalay, 


from the Name of the God jn the Pheanice 
b- Language, 


V, 
L 
he 
A 
Er 
ſo 
me; 
in 
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\ Mlanguage, whoſe Prieſt he was; and when 
\ Whe came to the Empire, he was declared an 
Amtoninus, and he was the laſt of the Roman 
| Emperors of that Name. 

His Mother was Semiamira, to whom he was 
ſ devoted, that he did nothing in the Govern- 
ment without her. She in the mean time lived 
In the manner of an impudent Courtezan, and 

rſued her lewdneſles of all ſorts in the very 
WW Palace. For as it was under that CharaQer, 
What formerly Antoninus Caracallus had had 
commerce with her, ſo the promiſcuous liſue, 
her Son, might very well alſo be called Yarius, 
if it had been only from thence, who after his 
Father was killed, fled, it is ſaid, for fear of 
Macrinus into the Temple of the God Hel:o- 
= as into an Aſylum, and made his Prielt- 

there his Protection. But thus much as to 

hs Name ; that holy Name of Antoninus, fo pol- 
lated by this Man, but which' 15, however, ſo 
rnerated by you, Moſt Sacred Conſtantine, that 
o- Majeſty hath the greatzſt Honour 1n the 

orld for the Emperors Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Antoninus; letting them before vou, 
no leſs than' you do Conſtantius and Clandins, 
for your Royal Imitation ; whereby you in- 
"deed adopt the Virtues of the Antients to be 
© your own, and certainly they very well ſuit 
I with the happy Inclinations of vour Majeſty. 

After then, Varius Antoninus Heliog abalus Was 
Yin the poſſeffion of the Empire, He lent his Ac- 
© counts of 1t to Reme, where all the Orders of 
| the Nobilicy, Gentry and People being elcva- 
2d at the Name of an Antoninus, which ſeem» 

; e) 
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Comes to 
Rome, 


The Life and Reign of the Volt, 


ed in him to be reſtored, not as it was jg 
Antoninus Diadumenus in Title only, but al 
in Blood, becauſe he writ himſelf the Son & 
Amoninus Caracallus : There was great 
made for him ; agd this was yet further © 
creaſed by thoſe good Apprehenfions, whic 
Men generally have of a New Prince, wh 
ſucceeds after a Tyrant; and by that great 
fetion, that they are then prone to exprek, 
but which yet is not laſting, unleſs whereg 
meets with an extraordinary deal of Virny 
for its ſupport, becauſe many inditferenc Prip 
ces have (oon loſt it again. So when the Lt 
ter of Heliogabalus was read 1n the Senats 
they reccived it with as many Acclamanony 
of Joy and Kindneſs to him, as on theothe 
hand they inveighed againſt Macrinus and hy 
Son; All were willing to declare him En 
peror, and induſtrious to believe him a war 
thy Antownus ; as the wiſhes of Men are apt 
ro impole upon their Credulity, and what 
they defire that it ſhould be true, they love to 
make themſelves believe that it is ſo. But he 
was no looner come to Rome, to omit the 
things which he did in the Provinces, but he 
ſet up the Worſhip of his God Heliogabalu, 
which he had brought with him out of Syris 
He built upon Mount Palatine, near the Pa 
lace, a Temple to him, into which he wasat 
together for removing the Image of the great 


'0 


ho 


Mether of the Gods, Cybele ; the Veſtal = 
| - 


the Palladium, or Image of Pallas; the Sacr 
Shield-, and all the Holy Utenſils of the Rs 


mans; *not being willing that any other G 
pe” ; | ſhoul 


Mould be worſhipped at Rome but his own. 
e ſaid, that he would command the Wor- 
hip of the Jews, the Samaritans, and the Chri- 
ans, © be thither alſo transferred ; that the 
Myſteries of all Religions ſhould be contained 
thin the Temple, and applied to the Honour 
( Helo abalus. 


Member of that Aſſembly, who was called 
in, and came and took her place by the Seats 
f the Conſuls, and was preſent at the pa: 
fing of a Decree of the Senate. Indeed, he is 
e only Perſon of all the Emperors, whoſe 
Reign hath given us a Senatrels; a Woman 
to come into the Senate, to a&t as a Man: 
WHe allo created a, little Senate of Women, 
Which met on Colls Luirinals ; whole Decrees, 
W:ifembled under the Dire&tion of Semiamira, 
Wand the Laws that they made concerning the 
Ladies are very diverting. They made Laws, 
What Cloaths every one ſhould wear ; who ſhould 
Wl give place to whom ; who ſalute whom ; who go 
# 4 Coach ; who ride upon a Horſe ; who upon 
Wan Aſs; who go in a Litter, drawn by Mules ; 
i who to be drawn by Oxen; who carried in a 
= Chair, and whether the Chair (hould be of Lea- 
'f ther, or inlaid with Bone, or Braſs, or Toory, 
= Damaskt with Silver; and who ſhould wear 
Nl Gold or Jewels at their. Shoes, 
|. Whilſt he wintered in the City of Nicomedia 
in Bithywia, which was before his coming to 
"| Rome, he carried himſelt ſo lewdly there, be- 
| Ing carnally enter'd by Men, and Rt 
E 
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The firſt day afterwards that the Senate ſat, His Me 
he cauſed his Mother to be admitted as a ***7 /*s 
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the Work, like a Sow that is brimmed, 

the Soldiers ſoon repented themlelves of 

ving conſpired againſt Opilius Macring, y 

make this Perſon a Prince; and then turgy 

their Thoughts upon Alexander a Couw 
German of Heliogabalus, whom the Seng 

had created Ceſar upon the Death of Mari 

»w. For who indeed could endure to fe; 

His Be- Prince more than beſtial, leaving no 
ftzality. vity of his Body unpolJluted by thoſe he lay 
And coming afterwards to Rome, he myh 

it his great Buſineſs to be furniſhed with My 

out of all Parts that were the beſt providedls 

his purpoſe. He had the Comedy of Pars py 

formed in his Apartments, 1n which bak 

acted the part of the YVenw, and ſuddenh 

his Cloaths falling down, to his Heelz, 

leaving his Body all naked, he put himk 

into a Poſture fit for his Aſſociates to mak 

their lewd Approaches. He made himſelf 

be drawn in the figure of a Vena, withe 
delicate Face, and all his Body ſmooth, and 
thought ic the greateſt Happineſs of his Lit 

to be tempting and agreeable to the Luſts 

more and more Men. | 

Hi: baſe Himlfelt, his Servants, and his Pimps, ons 
G.vers® with another, made a common Sale of the 
ment. Degice and Places of Honour, and the Plage 
of Power and Command, He created al 

one indifferently a Senator for Money, withont Gbe 

regard to Age, Eſtate, or Birth, The Milk 

tary Offices of Captains, Tribunes and GendFfal 

rals, were ſold, as alſo the Governments « 


the Provinces, and the Offices of the How fit in 
ſhold, 
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hold. Two Coach-men, whom he took out 
the Cirque, that 1s, Profogenes and Gordiae, 
pon the great Companions of his Life, 
and his Privadges to every thing he did. He 
took ſeveral into the Court out of both the 
Theatre and the Amphitheatre, where they 
had been Players, Charioteers, or Gladiators, 
only becauſe their Bodies promiſed him to the 
Eye, ſomething filthy that pleaſed him. He 
loved a Youth called Hierocles ſo, that heuſed 
to kiſs what it is immodeſt to name in him, 
and (aid, Thet it was io celebrate @ Game to 
the Goddeſs Flora. He committed Inceſt upon Hrs Inceſt 
a Veſtal Nun: He profaned the moſt Holy 424 Sacri- 
Rites and Myſteries of the Romans, breaking '2*: 
into the Sacriſties of their Temples, and car- 
rying all things away thenee into that of his 
own God. He would have extinguiſhed the 
wrpetual, Veſtal-Fire. Nor was he only this 
won the Religions of the Romans, but all the 
World over, he defired to have no other God 
worſhipped but Heliogabalus. He broke into 
the Sanctuary of the Temple of the Goddeſs 
Kefts, polluted as he was,. with all kind of 
Filthineſs, and his Company as bad and as vx - 
cious as he, to take from thence the inviola- 
ble Image of Pallas, He thought that he had 
really carried off the Jar which is conſecrated 
tw the Temple, and the Rites of the Godde(s 
Gbele; but only the ſuperior of the Virgins , 
telonging to that Goddeſs, had ſhewn him a 


falſe one in the room of the true ; and finding 

nothing in 1t that was extraordinary, he broke 

It in pieces $0 he alſo (erzed upon an lege 
0 
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of Pallas; which was adorned with Gol; 


bue which he likewiſe miſtook for the tr 
Palladium, and he placed it in the Temple of 


his own God. He initiated hinfſelf in the Rity 
of the Goddeſs Cybele; and was waſhed ig 
Bull's Blood ; only to get an opportunity by 
the means to. ſteal away the Image of thy 
Goddeſs, and other Sacred Utenſils that ag 
kept altogether lockt up, He toſſed his Head 


and' his Hair about, as the Fanatick Prieſts of 


that Goddeſs do, amongſt whom he 
ciated : every thing that thoſe Prieſts do, {y, 
did he; till at length, he ſtole off the Ve 
nerable [mage of the Mother of the Gods, and 
repoſed it in the Sacriſty of his own God, He 
Celebrated the Feaſts of Adonx, with all the 
Mourning and the Tofling the Body, which 
1s uſed in the worſhip of that God in Sis, 
He imitated Venw, weeping and bewalling bys 
loſs ; which was but a preſage from himſ of 
his own approaching ruin. All the Gods, he 
ſaid, were the Servants of his God ; to whom 
ſome were his Chamberlains, ſome his Uſh 
and others, were deſtin'd to ſerve him ig a 
He endeavoured to pollels 
himſelt of the Statue of the Goddeſs Diana; 
being the ſame Sacred Statue which Orefe 


had itoln out of her Temple in Scyrbia Tan 


rica, and had afterwards repoſed it in an 

Temple Dedicated to her at the City of La 
dicea 1n Aſia, The ſame Oreſftes buile a City 
of his own Name, Oref#a, upon the Bznk 0 
the Hebras, in the Country of Thrace ; which 


the Emperor Hadrian ordered to be te-calle: 
Hadrs 


— 
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on the contrary ſaving, and afrerwards bring- 
ing them into the Senate, when every body 
had thought them dead, he very well deſerved 
tobe Entitled, as he was, the Proms Antonins : 
And ſome allay it gave to that Frenzy of Ha- 
ans, at thattime'to tell him ; That whil/# bis 
Majeſty was giving bis Name to a City, it was to 
feared that ſome mad Houſe ſhould take it up. 


entlemens Sons, whom he Kidnapped for 
the purpoſe over all the Country of /taly, and 
hoſe Fathers and Mothers were: yet living. 
he reaſon of his choice of ſuch, as whole Fa- 
ters and Mothers were yet living, I cannot 
underſtand, unleſs 1t was this; to make the 
rouble of their loſs ſo much the more ſen- 
ble as it reached to both their Parents, and 
that their deaths ſhould be accompanied in the 
Fars of his God, with a more general La- 
mentation, He had all forts of the Diviners, 
Magicians, and Prieſts of the Eaſt with him, 
daty employed 11 the bloody Works of his 
Religion 5; un which he encouraged them on; 
thanking the Gods, that he was fo well ſup- 
lied with the pecuhar Friends, as. he called 
bem, and Servants of theirs: and then he 
prycd himſelt into the Entrails of the murder- 
Children ; and dilcuiſed the Vidtias, ac- 
rrding to the Rites of ths Country, trom 
hence this Service came. 
A a The 
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mople, from himſelf, about the time that he Ciry of 
was in his Frenzy, when he commanded fo Adriano» 
many Senators to be killed : whom Antonius P'6 


Anteninis Heliogabalus oftered Sacriaces to Cruz! /- 
is God, of young and pretty Boys, that were 4a: y. 
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of Pals; which was adorned" with Gold; 
bite which he likewiſe miſtook for the tny 
Palladium, and he placed it it the Templeq 
his own God. He initiated hinelf in the Right” 
of the Goddeſs Cybele; and was waſhed y M*" 
Bull's Blood ; only to get an opportunity by WM"? 
the means to. ſteal away the Image of tt | 
Goddeſs, and other Sacred Utenſils that avi, 
kept altogether lockt up. He toſſed his By 
and' his Hair about, as the Fanatick Prix 
that Goddeſs do, amongſt whom he 
ciated : every thing that thoſePrieſts do, 
did he; till at length, he ſtole off the em 
nerable [mage of the Mother of the Gods, 
repoſed it in the Sacriſty of his own God, Wilt” 
Celebrated the Feaſts of Adonx, with alli 
Mourning and the Tofling the Body, wiki; 

» 1s uſed in the worſhip of that God in Wl 
He imitated Venws, weeping and bemailing 
lofs ; which was but a preſage from himlalti 
his own approaching ruin. All the God, WH; 
faid, were the Servants of his God ; to whotl; - 
ſome were his Chamberlains, ſome his UllgFt. -. 
and others, were deſtin'd to ſerve him.ig it 


+ ſorts of Offices. He endeavoured to polſel 2 
himſelf of the Statue of the Goddeſs Dima;zM,.1* 


5 


being the ſame Sacred Statue which Orefel by, 
Id ſtoln out of her Temple in Scyrbis Tak Ih 
rica, and had afterwards repoſed it in anomaly |. 
| , Temple Dedicated roher at the Cicy of Jn, 
dicea 1n Aſia, The ſame Oreftes. built a Gi 


of his own Name, Orefa, upon the B2ok off C 
the Hebrws, in the Country of Thrace'; which, dit 
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ple, From himſelf, about the time that he Cir» of 
mas in his Frenzy, 'when he commanded fd Adriano» ' 
ny Senators to be: killed :; whoni afntoninus P'E- 


"n the contrary” ſaving, and afcerwards/ bring- 
ng them into the- Senate, when: every body 
had thought them dead, he very well deferyed 
zbe Entitled, as:he'was, the Prows' Antoninm : 
1d ſome allay it gave ro that Frenzy of Ha- 
m, at thattime'to tell him ; Thar whil/t bis 
Upjeſty was giving bis Name to a City, it was to 
frared that ſome 'mad Houſe ſhould take it up. 


Artininus Heliogabalus oftered: Sacrifces\ to Crue! 1- 
s God, of young and pretty Boys, that were 4/acry. 


Gentlemens Sons, whom he Kidnapped for 


Wie purpoſe over all the Country of rely, and 


hoſe Fathers and Mothers were: yet hving. 
The reaſon of his choice of ſuch, as whole Fa- 
Ie and Mothers were yet living, I cannot 
iderſtand, unlefs1t was this; ta make 'the 
Trouble of cheir-Jols ſo much the more ſen- 


Widle as it reached! to both their Parencs, and 


at their deaths ſhould be accompamied in the 
as: of his God, with a more general La- 


Wnentation. He had all (orts of the Diviners, 


agicians, and .Prieſts of the Eaſt with him, 
lay employed 1n the bloody Works. of his 


Mcligion ; 41 which he encouraged them on; 
Whanking the Gods, that he was fo well ſup- 


ied. with-the peculiar Friends, as. he called 


Fhence'this Service came. | 
A a The 


Whem, and Servants of theirs: and then he 
Srycd himſelf into the Entrails of the murder- 
oF Children ; and diſcuſſed the Victims, ac- 


ording to the Rites of the Country, from 
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The Largeſs with which he Careſſed 4 
People, when he entred upon his Conſilſhy 
was not little pieces of Money (of Gold 
S{|ver) caſt amongſt them, nor a Collation 
Fruits, Wines, and the like ;/ but he gavethes 
Fat Oxen, Camels, and Aſſes, to divide ; 
monegſt them; and Slaves to ſerve then 
This, he ſaid, was great, and becoming y 
Emperor, and for the Horiour-of Heliogd)dly 
his God. * 

He was very ſevere upon the memory of ( 

ilins Macrinus 4 but yet worſe againſt þ 
Fon for afſuming the name of Antoing: þ 
called him a Pretended, a Spurious Amminu 
and he could not endure to hear him we 
ſpoken of ; nay he obliged ſome Perſons, th 
writ his Life, to Slander him with thingsth: 
were horrid and intolgrable. He ſet up aPut 
lick Bath in the Coutt, which he expoſd 
the free uſe of all the World; the dehgn when 
of was only to ſee, what Men were the be 
Provided for his uſe, and to take them to hin 
ſelf: for thoſe were the Creatures, ifl t| 
World, ' the moſt in Vogue with hint, a 
great Care was uſed to find them out, 
all the Town, inſomuch as out of the ve 
,Water-men. | 

In'the mean time, the Perſons who dulc 
vered his Practiſes the moſt to the World, ne 
ſuch eſpecially, as had born him Company 
the Exerciſes of his Luſts, and had been w 
ried, with his Men, that were ſo Potent, 4 
ſo filthily Hung. His death was a thing, | 


gun firſt tobe thought of amongſt thoſe of had 
0 
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own Family. Neither could the Soldiers en- 
dure to ſee ſuch a Peſt upon the Throne, and 
therefore they all turned their inclinations up- 
on Alexander, his Couſin German, whom the 
Senate (as it was ſaid) had Created Czſar at 
the death of Macrinas, Aurelizs Zoticus Ma- 
girus was a very great Favourite unto Heliog a- 
balus, Allthe Principal Ofhcers of the Court 
reſpeted him, asif Magirzs was the Husband, 
and Heliogabalus the Wite ; Magirus the Ma- 
ſer, and Heliogabalus the Miſtreſs. Bur the 
Maſter did fo abuſe the Tye of the Familia- 
rity which he had with this Miſtreſs, that he 
made a Practiſe by it ot really cheating, "out of 
their Money all the World at once. Some he 
threatned ; ſome he promiſed ; took Money 
of all: and coming out from Heliogabalns, 
His way was, Sir, [told the Emperor this of you ; 
# beard bim ſay ths of you, (to another.) Th 
will be done about you, (to a third.) And yec 
all falſe; as all cheſe fort of Men do, who 
when admitted to too great a Familiarity with 
Princes, make no ſcruple ro Sacrthce the Re- 


365 


His fil- 


thine; 


with Mas 


girus. 


putation of them to their own advantages : 


Let the Princes themſelves be bad or good, it 
sthe ſame; for ſo long as either chraugh theic 
Folly, or their Innocence, they do nor per- 
ceive the Cheat; it is Meat and Drink, and 
Honour, and Riches to ſuch as purſue it. He- 
liogabalus perteRtly Married this Man, and Jay 
With him as his Bride; and his word was, /;- 
gorouſly, Magirus : not bating him fo much as 
the cime that Magirus was lick of a Doſs thac 


had been palmed upon him by an angry Ri- 
Aa 2 val. 
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val. Then he askt the Philoſophers, and the 
graveſt Perſons about him, whether. they in 
their Youths had not done the ſame thing, 
Which he expreſſed in the lewdeſt words, for he 
never ſpared for thoſe, and ated the Poſture 
upon his Fingers, without any ſenſe of Shame, 
to be ſeen and heard by all the Company. 
He made his infranchifed Slaves the Pre- 
{fidents, Lieutenants, and Proconſuls of the 
Provinces. The Commands in the Army Wth 
and all Places ,of Honour, he polluted wth MD 
baſeborn and profligate Men. When he kex Wm: 
the Feaſt of the Vintage, to which he hal MWhe 
invited ſeveral of the Nobility and Gentry, Wof 
and the Company being repos d, began im- Wm 
pudently to ask firſt the Graveſt of them, 
one aſter another, Was be ready for the Exn- 
ciſes of Venus? They bluſhing at the Queſtion, 
he cryed ; He Bluſhes, that's enough, bu filewe 
groes conſent ;; and then he told them of hs 
own Performances, and how he was ready to 1 
do all things for his part without ſeeking a Vell 
for his Modeſty, The Graver Men bluſhing 
ſtill, and ſaying nothing, becauſe either their eve 
Agz or their Honour refuted ſuch Stuff, heVot 
proceeded to apply his Dilcourſes to the young ſor: 
Fry, to whom he utteied all forts of filthy Bar 
Queſtions; who anſwering him again ſuchſſſthe: 
things, as come from thole of their Years :YWas 
he was mightily diverted, and ſaid, Ths nowsſl V 
to be free, and thu u« the right way of keeping 8": 
the Feaſt of the Vintage. There were thole in 
the Company that were lewd enough, and v 


{ome too that were old, and in appearane as þ 
Philo 
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Philoſophers, with their Heads in Caps, who - 
confeſſed chat they did indeed love the Femal: 
Part, and what Men they had that had ſerved 
them in the Faculty of Husbands. But I can: 
not tell whether chey did not difſembls, to in- 
eratiate themſelves the more in the favour of 
Hiliogabalws, by the Correſpondence of their 
Vices unto his: 


He preferred one Man to be a Captain of Prefers 
the Guards, who had been a Publick Stage. *4* Pr- 
Dancer at Rome. He made Gordias, a Coache _—_ 


man, Captain of the Lieutenancy of the City ; 
he made Claudims, a Barber, the Commiſſary 
of the Stores, and to other Places he pro- 
moted Men as they recommended themſelves 
to him by the large f1ze of their Secrecs. He 
made a Mule-driver a Commiſſioner of the 
Tax, called Vice/ma, together with a Poſt- 
man, a Cook, and a Lockſmith. When he 
came either to the Camp or the Senate, it was 
n the Company of his Mother, whoſe Au- 
thority kept him a lictle in Countenance, and 
who was the firſt Woman, as we have ſaid, thac 
ger had that acceſs to the Senate, to give her 
Vote there. At his Banquets he parcicularly 
lved to place by himſelf, and to Favour, the 
Bardaſhes ; and took a great delight to Handle 
them, and to Provoke their Luſts, though ic 
mas before all che aca 7"2 

Whilſt theſe things paſſed, he conceived a 
great diſpleaſure againſt Alexander his Coulin 
German, whom before he had Adopted ; and yet 
It was only, becauſe he wauld not be as lewd 


q as he, He ordered him to be remoyed from 


Aaz3 him 


+ 
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him; and repented that he had adopte 
him, and ordered the Senate to Depoſe hin 
from the Dignity and Title of Czſer. But 
Alexander was a very excellent Youth, and ac 


ceptable to both the Senate and all the Gen 


try, and beloved by the Soldiers, as he ap 
proved himſelf worthy thereof afterwards n 
his Reign, the Senate when this motion nx 
made to them, was very filent upon it. Then 
Hes Hate Heliogabalws's Fury carried him upon the wort 
ro Alex- of Wiſhes. He ſet Men expreſly to Murder 
ander Se- };m. In order to which,he retired himſelf fron 
"rt >the Palace, tothe Gardens by the old Temple 
of Hepe; as if he had deſigned that Place, in 
the way of an Omen, that he might ſucceedin 


his Hopes againſt this ſo promiſing, and fone 


ceſſary a Youth; whom he left behind him, 
in the Palace, in Company with his Mother 
and his Grandmother 3 and had commanded 


that he ſhould be killed there. At the ſame 


time he ſent Orders to the Camp to abrogate, 


amongſt them, his Title and Honour of Ce: 
ſar. He ſent Perſons to beſmear with Dit hi 


Statues, which were in the Camp; and to dil 


fac2 the Inſcriptions upon them, as it 1s dont 
uſtally ro the Statues ot Traitors. He lentto 
ethers,that were his Atrendants, to engage them 
by promiſes of Rewards and Honour, to kill 
tim by what way ſoever they pleaſed ; either 
in the Bath, or by Poiſon, or the Sword. 

- But the Coun/els of rhe Wicked are of no tf: 
fed againff the Þinocent. No Body by any et 
dexvours, could be prevailed with, to the per 
pecration of a Fac {6 Villainous. On the 
contrary, a!l his Weapons recoiled againk 

himſelf; 


himſelf; and thoſe Perſons, by whom he 
aimed to take away Alexanger's Life, became 
the Maſters of his own. All the Soldiers were 
ina Flame to ſee the Statues and the Titles 
of Alexander beſmeared with Dirt. Some 
made towards the Palace, ſome towards the 
ardens in which Heliogabalrs was; directly 
oafſert the Cauſe of Alexander, and to driv? 
ay this Impure Man, and in his Heare 
Murderer , by violence from the Throne, 
"ming to the Palace, they firſt cook a care 
f the preſervation of the Perſon of Alexander, 
id his Mother, and Grandmother ; and ſent 
hem to the Camp; whither Semiamire the 
Mother of Heliogabalw, followed them on 
Foot, in a great diſquiet for her Son, and to 
lee what ſhe was able to efte& in his Favour. 
From the Palace, they went to the Houſe 
here Heliogabalus was, They found him 
mployed about a Match for a Chariot-Race ; 
ue Wichal full of expeatiqn of the News, 
hen it ſhould come, that his Couſin-German 
was killed. The ſudden Noiſe of the Soldiers 
frightned him. Hethrew himſelf into a Cor- 
ner, and by the help of a Curtain hanging over 
Chamber-door, eſcaped out of their '{ight. 
$0 he diſpatched one of the Captains of the 
rds immediately co the Camp to appeaſe 
he Soldiers there; and another to ſweeten 
ioſe, that were come into the Houſe, 2»- 
ucbianus was he who was employed to the 
latter : wha- ſpoke to them, and upon their 
daths Conjured them to be ſatished, and in- 
reated them ſo kindly, that in fine he pre- 
ailed with them (they not being very many in 
4 4 num» 
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number) oo abandon their Enterpriſe for thy 

time. As to the other Officer, who was (ex 

co appeaſe the Camp, the Soldiers there 

plyed to him ; that they were. willing to for 

give Heliogabalus ; provided that he would 

move the [mpure Men, and the Charioteer, 

and Stage-Players. from his Perſon, and woul 

betake himſelt to Reaſon : particularly they 

delired the removal of ſuch as had made uſe 

of their Miniſtry for a Cloak to Cheat {|| 

the World out. of their Money. So Hierecly, 

A Mutiny Gordins, Muriſſimus, and two more of his Lend 
of the Favourites; who as 11] as he was, made hin 
So/diers much worle, by the abſolute power which 
«ppeaſed. they had over him, were removed. The So 
diers further deſired, that che Captains of the 

Guards ſhould take care not to ſuffer him to 

lead ſo ill a hfe again; and: that Alexander 

ſhould be preſerved in ſafety from him, and 

not be vilited by any neither of his Company; 

becauſe no Taint oi their filthineſs or example 

ſhould reach his rmication. But yet Heliogaba: 

us, not only infiantly redemanded Hierocles, 

who was one.that was moſt extremely Lewd; 

bur he daily carried on detigns againſt the life 

of the young Prince, Upon the Calends ot 
7anuary, When they both were appointed Con- 

{uls togecher, he refuſed to appear with him in 

the Proceſſion, according to Cuſtom, to the 

Sznate, and the Capnol : till at laſt his Grand: 
mother, and his Mother told him, that the 
Soldiers were ready to Murder him, unleſs he 

agreed better with his Couſin, German; and 

then, though 1t was twelve a Clogk, fit he 

| put 
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t on his Robes, and marched to the Senate; 
whither his Mother repaired 1n a Chair at the 
ſame time: but he would by no means be per- 
ſuaded to go from thence to the Capitol to h- 
niſh che Ceremony, and to perform the ac- 
cultomed Vows and Rites there. For all things 
were done there by the Governour of the C1- 
ty, as in the caſe of the ablence of both the 
Conſuls. 

Nor did he ſtill forbear to proſecute his de- 
fign againſt the life of Alexander. But in the 
mean time fearing, that after he had killed 
him, the Senate would in return caſt their 


thoughts upon another Emperor, he reſolved 
to be before hand with them, and on a ſud- 


den he baniſhed the Senate out of the City, All The Se- 


of them though their Chariots or Servants were 
wanting, and their Equipages not 1n a readi- 
neſs, were commanded nevertheleſs immedi- 
ately to be gone. So they went 3 ſome of them 
upon Carts, and others by any manner of Con- 
reniences, that Chance offered ro them. Sa- 
linxs, who had been a Conſul, and one to 
whom Ulpian the Lawyer Dedicates his Books, 
tarrying a little behind the reft, he ſent for a 
Centurion, and commanded him to kill him. 
But ſpeaking it ſomething low, and the Cen- 
turion being a little deaf, the Centurion thought 
chat his command had been to drive him ouc 
of the Town by force: which he did, and the 
miſtzke ſaved Sabinws his life. Art the ſame 
tme he Baniſhed Ulpian, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he was an Honeſt Man, and like- 
wie the Rhetorician STi, who had been 

Alexander's 
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Alexander's Maſter; and the latter he after. 
wards put to death : but Ulpian was ſpared, 
But the Soldiers, and eſpecially thoſe of the 
Guards, knowing what Rods Heliogabalus we 
making for their Backs, and oblerving the 
grudge that he bore them, for their Jait a 
tempt, in which they had reſcued Alexandy 
out of his Hands, reſolved upon a Conlpirag 
with one another, for the deliverance of the 
State, Accordingly they fell firſt upon hi 
Lewd Afſociates; whom they put to deathin 
ſeveral ways; ſome by ripping them up, and 
taking out theic Entrails ; ſome by boring then 


His Aſe- through the Fundament; that their deaths and 


Clates an 


bimſelf 


flame 


their lifes ſhould be alike. Next they broke 
by 'violence in upon himſelf; who fled for 
ſhelter into a Houſe of Office. They killed 
him there; then they dragged him through the 
Streets. They added this Deſpite to his Body 
that they threw it into the Kennel ; and the 
Kennel not being big "enough for 1t, they 
taltned a weight to it, that ic ſhould not 
float and be afterwards found, and buryed, 
and ſo calt it from the e£milian Bridge into 
the River of Tyber. But beforethey threw him 
into the Tyber, they had dragged him up and 
down the Cirque. His Name, that is, thatof 
Antoninus was eraſed, and nothing but that of 
Varixs Heliogabalus was left to ſtand upon the 
Records, becauſe he had ſo much affected, to 
retain nothing but the Name, to ſhew him- 
ſelf ro be the Son of an Antoninus. They 
called him after his death, the Tyberine, Drag- 


ged, Impure Heliogabalms, and by many _ 
uc 
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{ch Names, upon any occaſion of remark- 
ing the Paſſages of his Reign. Of all the 
Princes, he was the only one that was both 
dragged and thrown into the Kennel, and 
hrown into the Tyber too. It was what befel 
him from the general hatred in which he died, 
and which Princes by his Example ought to 


uke great heed how they incur; becauſe, it | 


ſo be that they live ſo, as not to merit the Love 
of either the Senate, People, or Soldiers ; nei- 
ther will they be thought co deſerve the Ho- 
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nour to be buried. His pubhck Works were, Hs pub- 
he buile.a Temple to his God Heliogabalus, lic Works. 


whom ſome interpret the Sun, ſome Fupiter. 
He repaired the Amphitheatre after a Fire. 
He carried on the Work of the Baths, that had 
been begun by his Father, but which had been 
lt imperfe&t for want of ſome Galleries to 
them, which therefore this Prince enterpri- 
ſed ; but neither were thoſe brought unto their 
laſt perfe&ion till the Reign of Alexander 
Severms. 
| He was the laſt of the Princes of the Name 
of Anteninass. And certainly the Life, the Man- 
ners; and the Lewdneſs of him are fo odious, 
that as the Senate eraſed out of the publick Re- 
cords his Name of Antoninus, my felt ſhould 
not give 1t him, but for the ſake of diſtin&ion, 
and the Laws of Hiſtory, which oblige me. 
His Mother Semiamire was killed with him; a 
Woman without Honour, and worthy of ſuch 
a Son > upon Whoſe account, it was before all 
things ordained by the Senate, after his Death, 
that no Woman tor the future ihould ever be 
\ received 
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received a Member there again, 'and the Head 
of him by whom this had been done, contrary 
to the Sentiments of all the World, they de. 
voted to Hell for it. Many were the ob{cenji. 
ties of his Lite, which I think not fit to men- 
tion. His Riot in ſome things, when a private 
Man, and in others when Emperor, and what 
concerns his Luxury in that kind, I may the 


' better deſcribe. For even in his private Lie, 


His Lu- 
Xury mm 
his Houſe. 


he- profeſſed to imitate the Luxury of Apiciue; 
and when Emperor, his Examples were Ne, 
Otho, and YVellue. 

He was the firſt of all private Men, whoco 
vered his Bed with furniture of Cloth of Gold, 
which he did in virtue of an A, that had 
admitted it of Marcus Antoninus, when that Em- 
peror made an Auction of all the unneceſſary 
moveabies of his Houſhold to rails Money for 
the Marcomannick War. He garniſhed his En- 
certainments throughout the Summer, with 
Glaſſes and things, all of the ſame colour, and 
the colour every day various. He was the hrſt 
that furniſhed his Kitchin with Pots and Pans 
of Silver, whereof ſome were of a hundred 
pound weight, anu ingraved with venereal Fi- 
gures. He fiſt brought up the Wines of the 
infuſion of Maſtick, Roſes, and other things, 
which the Luxu:1ous have at this day. For 
though the Wine of the infuſion of Roſes had 
been invented before, yet he rendred that ſtill 
more fragrant by a mixture 1n 1t of che Pine. 
Neither do we read of ſo many ſeveral mix- 
cure of Wines before the time of Heliogavaiur, 


every moment of whole Life was ſpent in 
queſt 
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queſt of new Pleaſures. He 1s the firſt that 
made a ſort of Sauſages of Fiſh, ſuch as Oy- 
ters, Muſcles, Lobſters, Crabs, Shrimps. His 
Dining Rooms, Tables, Couches, and Galle- 
ries Where he eat or walked, were ſtrewed 
with Roſes, Lilies, Violets, Hyacinths, Daffa- 
dils, and all ſorts of Flowers. He went not 
into the Baths, but they were farſt perfumed with 
noble Oyntmentes, or Saffron. . The Pallets, 
upon which he repoſed himſelf at Table, were 
of the Skins of Hares, or the Feathers of Par- 
ridges, and. he often changed his leaning Pil- 
lows for ſoftneſs. Sometimes he vilified the 
Senate ſo, that he called them Slaves of the 
lm Robe ; and the People of Rome, the poor 
Labourers of one Field ; and lighted the Eque- 
frias Order, as worth nothing. He often 
took the Governor of the- City, and the Cap- 
tains of the Guards, to drink with him after 
Supper, and ſpared them not their meaſure. 
He had deſigned, 1f he had lived, to appoinc 
2 diſtin Governour to every Region of the 
City, in all fourteen, which was to be a 
ferment' for ſo many of his Pimps, the falchieſt 
of Men, and of the baſeſt protefiion of Life. 
He had Couches of Maſly Silver, both for his 
Dining-Rooms and his Chambers. He was 
ſerved with Diſhes frequently 1n imitation of 
the Luxury of Apicius, of the Hoofs of Camels, 
the Combs of Cocks cut off from them alive, and 
the Tongues of Peacocks and Nightingals ; becaule 
he ſaid, Theſe are good things againſt an Epi- 
letfie. He taught the Court the Dainties of 
the Intrails of Barbels, the Brains of Red Tails, 
ibe 
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the Eggs of Partridges, the Brajns of ' 
and the Head: of Parrets, Pheaſants, and Peacach, 
It is to be admired, how he gathered 
{uch a quantity of the Fins of Barbels, thathy 
had great Diſhes and large Plates ſerved ; 
chem; being things as rare as they are ulel& 
And which is altogether aſtoniſhing, he fe 
his Dogs with the Livers of Geeſe. | 
Ocher of , Lions and Leopards, being firſt diſarmed, 
his immc* their Claws and Teeth, and taught by Maſter 
derateV® to be tame, and to know their Command, 
" had x great delight in. And at the ſecond « 
| third Services, on a ſudden, he called then 
mco the Room to him, where the Compay 
not knowing that'they were difarmed, it wx 
a mighty laughing matter to him to ſee wha 
a vain Fright it gave them. He ſent Ratin 
in the Sun to be pat into the Mangers to hi 
Horſes. He fed his Lions and his other herce 
Beaſts, with Parrets and Pheaſants. . For te: 
days together, he had once every day ſerve 
upto him thirty of the Meats that arc made « 
the hinder Part of fo many Sows newly far 
rowed, His Peaſe were garniſhed with Grain 
of Gold. His Lentils with precious Stones, 
which matched them. His Beans with Bead 
of Amber, and his Rice with Pearl. Peatl 
was ſprinkled amongſt his Fiſh and his Mulh 
rooms, like ſo much white Pepper. He ſom 
times ſtifled ſome of his Company at Table 
with the vaſt number of  Violecs, and othe 
Flowers, made by a Contrivance to fall upo, 
their Heads: 


Ic is ſaid, that he repreſented 2 #7 © 
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Gallies in the Amphitheatre, «pon 4 Sea all of , 
Wine, which was let in by the Pipes. At the 
ſame time he perfumed the Seats for the People, 
with {ſweet Oyntments, He ran a Race of four 
Chariots drawn by four Elephants a piece, upon 
the YVatican, being himſelf the Driver, and le- 
velling the ground for the-purpoſe ; and another 
within the Circuit of his Palace, of as many Ca- 
mels drawing the Chariots. He once ordered a 
eat quantity of Serpents, to be gathered toge- 
Go for him ; ſo when he had them, he let them 
fly ſuddenly amongſt the Company that was a(- 
ſembled in the Cirque at a publick Shew, of 
whom many were bitten, and others put to the 
ſcamper to ſave themſelves. He had ſome Tu- 
nicks ſo thick beſet with Jex-*]s, that he ſaid, 
He was even loaded with; the. High of bas fonery, 
He wore at his Shoes, of the Cur of the 
greateſt Artiſts, which was but thought ridicu- 
lous; as if the fineneſs of the Stone, and the 
gravery, ſ1gnifhed at the Foot any thing where 
it could not be diſtinguſhed, He dreſſed his 
Head with Jewels, to make him look more 
of the Countenance of a Lady. He made great 
Ponds of Sea-water in the inland Parts at a 
great diſtance from the Sea, and filled chem 
with Fiſh from the Sea. He had Mountains 
of Snow in Summer preſerved for him, which 
was fetched from all Parts. He never would 
eat Fiſh near the Sea; but in places at a ver 
great diſtance from the Sea, he would be > 
ways ſerved with the Curioſities of the Sea; 
and treated the very Ruſticks there with the 
ſott Roes of Lampries and Sturgeons. 
MN His 
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under Water; in which, giving them a good 
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His Fiſh was dreſſed with an Art, that when 
they. were brought upon the Table, they look. 
ed as if they were alive, juſt taken out of the 
Water. He bathed and ſwam in Ponds vo 
Aromatick Wine, which: were filled in an in. 
{tant for him, and ſprinkled with the Flower, 
of Roſes ;- himſelf and all the People drink 
ing of the:Wine of the Ponds, and this Seat 
them perfumed with'exquifite Nard;' For' hi 
Lamps, he had of the Oyl of Balm: He nerve 
lay with the ſame Woman twice, nnlefs it wx 
his Wife. His Houſe 'was a Bawdy-bogk 
for all his Company, Friends and Servant, 
His Suppers never coſt leſs than one hundred 
thouſand Sefterces; and ſometimes reckoning 
all chings, he B**=d&d at the rate of thrice that 
Expence. He .*. did the ſumptuous Supper 
both of . Apiciura2rfthe Emperor Vitelline, Als 
Fiſhing-Nets were drawn out of the Ponds, bf 
\ Yoke of Oxen. He tied ſome of his poor 
Retainers ſometimes to a Wheel which went 


plunge, and then up again, he faid, Tho 
were his Friends of the Race of Ixion, He 
pav'd the Courts before the Palace, with L« 
cedamonian and Porphyry Marble, which was 
alſo yet 1n being in our memory, and bur iate-I; 
ly taken up and changed. He. had dehhgned ſe yy 
co give to the City a large Column, having an 


aſcent within it to the top, where he intended he ; 
co place the God Hel:ogabalus, Bat though ke 
propoſed to fetch tht Stone from Thebau 
in Egypr, he could not be provided with aan 
Rock that was 91-1t £39u2h tor Ins Work. | 
| . He 
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He many times had' an humor, when . his His vain 
Company was. well in drink, to lock them up, Frolicke. 
and in the Night on a ſudden to ſend in Lions, 
Leopards, and Bears (diſarmed) into the 
Room to them ; that when- they awaked in 
the, Morning, or which was worſe, in the 
Night, and found themſelves in the ſame 
Room with Lions, Bears and Panthers, they 
ere ſometimes, ſtruck dead with the frighc, 

to others of his Gueſts of an inferiour Con- 
lition, he placed them upon Sacks about the Ta- 
le, filled only. with Wind, which being let ouc 
uddenly, they were thrown down 11n an inſtanc 
ethe foot of the Table, with their Meat in their 
puths, When the Players upon the Stage 
ad ſometimes pretended to puniſh a Man for 
dultery, for example thus and: thus, in ſhew ; 
hath commanded the ſaid Puniſhments to. 
literally executed, He was ſo kind to the 
Yhores, that he often redeemed them at the 
ds of all fuch as made a Traffick of them ; 
id paid for their. freedom, and then ſer them 
t Liberty. He had often Gladiators to fighe 
ore hum, as he and his Company were at 
able together. He cauſed a Banquerting- 
oom to be ſet up for him 1n the Amphi- 
eatre, Where, as he dined, he fed his Eyes 
th the Combats of Gladiators, and the Chaſle 
I Wild Beaſts. He was the firſt of the Ro- 
ws that ever wore a Garment of Velver, 
le never put on the ſame Linen twice ; he 
d, It was for Beggars to wear Linen twice 
o|hed. He appeared in publick after Supper 
entimes in a Dalmatick, calling humſelt a 

B b Fabinns 
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- pound weight of Spiders. He had gotten tt 
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Fabizs and a Scipio, when he was 1n this effe. 
minate Dreſs, only becauſe choſe Perlons had 
ſometime worn ic 1n their Youths, which werg 
delicate to a Faulc. He picke up all the Wo. 
men of Pleaſure that he could find about the 
Cirque, the Play-houſe, the Race, the Baths, 
and wherever they were; and aſſembling them 
all together in ſome publick Houſe, he made 
an Harangue-to them in the Phraſe of my Fel 
low Soldiers, as it was a General ſpeaking to his 
Army, and then he treated upon the Queſt» 
ons with them concerning the ſeveral forts of 
Poftures and infamous Fin dives Next he 
had the like Conference with all the Pimp 
and laſcivious Catamites, old and yaung, that 
were to be gotten from all Parts. He dreſſed 
himſelf in the Habit of a Lady, being to meet 
theſe, with his Breafts bare ; and having con- 
cluded his Speech ro them, he promiſed them 
for their Encouragement, as if they were 
many old Soldiers that had well ſerved in hs 
Cauſe, a Donative of three pieces of Gold each 
defiring them to pray to the Gods, to make FyY 
him happy in the good encreaſe of their Com- 
pany. | 

He commanded his Servants upon a piect 
of Work which 1s ſufficiently ridiculous, and 
yet he did it with promiſes to them of a R 
ward for their care and pains in it, which wa 


this; that they ſhould bring him a thouſant of 
Mma 


the 


(0 | 
(» 


gether, at length, by this means, no leſs th; 
ren times that weight ; from whence he ſai 


it was calle to make a Judgment of the Gres 
nel 
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neſs of the City of Rome. He ſent the Ser- 
| vanes of his Kitchin to ſome with Veſſels, ſup- 


poſed to be full of Proviſion that he had pre- 
{ented them with ; but when they were open- 
ed, they were found full of Frogs, Scorpions, 
Serpents and Flies. Dining, or ſupping he 
had continually Chariot-Races run before che 
Rooms and Galleries, where he was; in which 
he obliged old Men, and ſome of the moſt 
honourable too, to mount the Box, for the 
greater diverſion. He ordered ten thouſand 
Mice, one thouſand Wealels, and another thou- 

nd of Rats to be gathered together, and 
ſhewn to him at once. He often cantalized 
his poor Retainers, with Mock-Dinners, done 
all in Glaſs, or Wax, or Ivory, or Earthen 
Ware; upon their Tables and their Napkins, 
they bad Services curiouſly repreſented in 
Paintings, all which did not hinder them, bur 
they might, ſtarve for Hunger, and yet none 
dared to complain of the excellency of the 
Feaſt, but waſhed, and went away, as it they 
had dined never fo well. He commanded 
that out of the publick Stores of Corn, which 
Trajan and Severm had amallſed for the Ser- 
vice of the People of Rome, for ſeven Years, 
nd] #2 certain Rate of ſo much a Year, there 
Rel ould che allowances of two Years, be given 
wal '0 the Whores, Pimps, and Catamites about 
- the Town; the firſt Year, to go to as many 

of them as lived within; the ſecond, to as 
{many of them as lived without the Walls of 
[ai the City. 
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He had ſometimes four great Dogs to draw 
his Chariot, as well after he was Emperor as 
before, when he was at his private Seat 1n the 
Country. He appeared at other times in pub- 
lick, drawn by four great Stags ; at other times 
by Lions ; and then he cauſed himſelf to be 
called the Mother of the Gods : Sometimes 
Tygers, and then he named himſelt Bacchw, 
whoſe Chariot 13 drawn by Tygers; and at 
the ſame time he habited himſelf as thoſe Dei. 
ties are repreſented, whom he imitated. He had 
at Rome of the little Dragons of Egypt, as alb 
Sea-horſes, a Crocodile, a Rhinocerot, andof 
all the ſtrange Beaſts of Egypr, that were co 
pable to be tranſported. Oftriches were often 
a part of his Bill of Fare. He once entertain- 
ed the principal Perſons of the City, upon 
Seats all made of Saffron, which was wonder- 
ful ; and to complement them, he ſaid, It ws 
but Graſs in compariſon to what they dtſer- 
ved. He paſſed the Actions of the Day in 


*the Night, and thoſe of the Night in the Day;ll 


eſteeming this as neceſſary a part of Luxury, 
as any thing. In the Evening : he roſe, and 
received the Complements = the Court for 
that Day; when it was Morning, he went to 
Bed again. He daily preſented his Favourites 
with ſomething or other of importance. He 
{.ffered no one ſcarce to go from him, but ht 
made him a Preſent, as if it was of a thing 
only that he had found, and that he did n« 

value it ſo much, as to keep it himſelf. ” 
His Coaches and his Chariots were gilt, and 
all covered with Jewels; he ſcorned ſuch # 
wer 
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were but filver'd over, or done with Ivory or 
Braſs. He ſometimes cauſed his Chariot to be 
drawn”by naked, young, and very handſome 
Girls; two, or three, or four, or more of a 
Front; and as they were all naked, ſo for the 
moſt part was he. He had alſo this Cuſtom, 
to invite to his Banquets eight old Men, all 


Eye; eight others lame of the Gout; eight o- 
thers that were Deaf; eight Blacks ; eight o- 
thers that were ſo fat, that their Table could 
ſcarce hold them ; and then his Fancy was to 
make himſelf and the Court: merry wich 
them all round. All the filver Plate that was 
ſerved at his Banquets, and all the drinking 
Cups, and Side-board Veſſels, he gave away 
fankly amongſt the Company, and did this 
= often. Then as a matter of great importance, 
hepropoſed, it to'the Company, to invent e: 
"wr. very one ſome new Rules about Pickles, and 
$awces, and"fine Eating ; they did ſo, and he 
.& whoſe Invention was pleaſing to his Palate, 
received for it a great Reward in a Gar- 
ment of Silk, which at that time was a Ra- 
©dl rity, and held in great Honour. But he whoſe 
Invention had diſpleaſed him, he defired him 
to cat only always of that Diſh, till he ſhould 
find a better out. He was always placed him- 
© hall {elf in a Seat in the midſt of Flowers, and 
recious Odours. He loved nothing but whar 
be was told, was very dear; Becauſe, he ſaid, 
the ®reatneſs of the Price raiſeth the Appetite. 

andl He wasa perfedt Monſieur: Ragou in his Houle, 
1 2© a5 alſo a Perfumer, a Vintner, and a Pimp 
vers Bd 3 an! 


with bald Heads ; -eight others blind of one * 
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and cauſed himſelf to be drawn in PiQures ac- 
cordingly. At one Supper he. hath had the 
Heads of fix hundred Oftriches, for the ſake 
only of the Brains. Sometimes his Banquet 
was in this manner. He had two and twenty 
Services of all ſorts of Viands, whoſe Names 
at each Service, which was. made in the orde 
of the'Letters of the Alphabet, began all wi 

one and the ſame Letter. Then betwixt every 
Service they waſhed, and after that, eve 
Man betook himſelf to his Miſtreſs ; hay 
his Friends, and they were to ſwear, that it wg 
not without an accomp{iſh'd Pleaſure. Ano, 
ther time, his Banquet was 1n this manner; 
he ordered each Service to be made ready i 
the Houſe of a ſeveral Friend, and as _ 
ved by the Capitol, another upsn Mount Fs. 
latine, another at a third place, another upaz 
XMount Celias, and another on the other 11d: 
of the Tyber; the Company all went to ev 

one's Houſe to eat each Service 1n order; ſs 
then waſhing at each Service and enjoying 
their Miſtreſles, the whole day, was {carce time 
enough for them to finiſh one Feait, Some 
ſay, that he built Baths in ſeveral Places, and 
only waſhed once 1n them, and then imme 
diately deſtroyed them, for fear of accuſtom- 
ing himſelt co any ; and that. he did the ſame 
with ieveral Houſes and Apartments that he 
builc. But I am apt to think, that thoſe things 
and many others, which exceed ali belief are 
ra:her 1impoſed upon him by Perſons who 
have been willing entirely to blacken his me- 
mory, only to make him fo much the better 
foil tor his Succeffour. ſt 
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Ie is ſaid, that he redeerned; one Courteſan, 
who was very handſome,: at the Price of. a 
Hundred Thouſand Seſerces, 4nd afterwards 
honoured her, as much, asit-the was a Virgin 
mtouched, One asking him, whilſt he-9a 
:private Man, being then ſo Extravagant, & 
he did not fear the becoming Poor ; he an- 
ſmered, What can 1 do bitrer for my ſolf, tham 
1 be wy own Heir, and the Heir of my Wife # 
However, he had Eſtates demiſed to him by a 
great many , in confideratron of his Father. 
He ſaid that he' defired to have no Children, 
for fear, that it ſhould make him a good Hufs 
hand. Inſtead of Coals, .he burnt Frankine 


T; «ſe, Cinnamon, Caflia, and other Indian 


Meer-Woods for. his Fires, in his Dining 
Rooms. He never when' a private Man, .cra- 


5.2 relled with leſs than a Train' of ſixty Car- 
7+ rages; which made his Grandmother many 
times to fay of /him, that he would ſpend all; 


But when Emperor, he never werit but with-a 
Train of fix humdred; ſaying;thiat che King:of 
Pirfia, when he travels, employs Ten Thou» 
ſand Camels: and Nero had been attended 10- 
to the Country with Fifteen Hundred ri- 
ots: The occafion of which great Train of 
Heliogabalms, was the multitude of his Pimps, 
Bawds, Whores, Bardaſſes, and hisfilchy Crew 
of Men and Women, that he had always 
wich him. Bathing he was always accom- 
pinied with Women ; whom he moſt offici- 
oullf rubb'd and ſmooth'd, and took away 
their ſuperfluous Hair , with a depilatory 
Unguent, made for that purpoſe ;z and which, 
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after them, he uſed ro himſelf, and took off 
his- Beard -with it: and after. this, he with a 
Raſotr, with his own Hand ſhaved, what can- 
notmbdeſtly befpoken of; the Men allo that 
heoved, andro whom he ſubjeted his Body in 
the nature of ai Miſtreſs; for the filthy plea 
fares that he found in them.. . He ſtrewed one 
whole Gallery belonging to the Baths, : all over 
with the Duſt of Gold and Silver.z regretting 
thatit could not be done with Amber too : and 
this he did often, whitherſoever he ſtirred out 
ofi Foot, if 1t: was but to his Horſe, or to his 
Coach ; as the: Cuſtom 1s, to do. it with the 
fineſt Sand to the Emperors at this day. 
+. He never. wore the ſame Pair -of Shooes 
twice. It is denyed that he ever put on the 
ſame Rings twice. . His beſt Robes he. often- 
exmes tore and {laſhed in pieces. -\ He com: 
manded Ships to be ſunk 1n- the. Port , that 
were come in from abroad, laden-with Mer- 
chandiſes; ſaying that this was: a :mark of a 
great Sprrit. . ; Hy Cloſeſtools were. of Gold; 
and:Þ;s Chamber Pots were of Alabaſter and 
Mvrcrh, -. Had: 1, he: ſaid, Ewer an Heir, 1 
would appoint biym ſuch @ Governour, as ſhould 
oklige bim to-do: all the things that I have done, or 
ſball, do. He had alſo this Cuſtom with him; 
that one day,” he would have nothing at his 
Tabie but Pheaſants, and all his Services ſhould 
be ot the fleſh of Pheaſants dreſt in ſeveral 
ways. Another Gay nothing but Pullets. A- 
nother day all of one forc of Fiſh- Anoth&, of 
another. Another day al! Pork. Another 
day all Ofriches. Another day all Herbs; 

R and 
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-off Þ and fo of Fruits, and milk Meats, and ſweet 
th a | Meats. He often ſaid to his Company, that he 
24n- £ had provided them Miſtrefſes of extraordinary 
that | Beauty to lie with; as they would find when 
yin ff they went to their Beds. But he ſent them to 
lea» Bed in the dark, becauſe they ſhould not ſee 
one } their Faces, till the next Morning ; and then, 
wer © who were they, but old Negroe Women ? He 


ing Ef put the ſame Trick upon them, - with Negroe 
and | Boys. He laughed fo loud in Publick, that 
out | metimes in the Play-houſe, no 'body was 
bis I heard bur only he, He Sung, he Danced tothe 
the Þ found of the Flute, he ſounded the Trum- 


pet, he played - upon the Shepheards Pipe, 
os | and touch'd very well the Organ. He hath 
the | gone about in one day to all the Whores of 
en- Cirque, the Play-houſe, the Amphitheatre, 
2m+ || and all parts of the City diſguiſed : and giving 
hat | them, every one, ſome pieces of Gold in their 
er- Þ Hand ; without effeRting any with them : ſays 
f a & he, Antoninus gives you tha, but tell no body. 

He invented certain new ways for his Luſts, 
nd Þ in which he out-did'the monſtrous Poſtures of 


, I} all former times, and all the ConjunRions of 
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uld | Tiberius, Caligula and Nero, His Fortune was Hi: death 
or | foretold him by the Prieſts of Syria, that as he forere/d. 


n ; | would be a great Profaner of the means that 
his | ſerve to Generation; fo he ſhould: one day 
id } come to dye by his own Hands. He believed 
ral J it, and provided himſelf therefore for it. For 
A- | he had provided himſelf filken Cords, if ne- 
of | cefficy was, to Hang himſelf, He had provi- 


er | ded himſelf Swords of Gold, if neceflity was, 


»; | to Stab himſelf, He had provid2d himlſel! 
nd | Pay- 
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Poyſons, which he carried about him in Eme- 
ralds, Jacynths, and other Pretious Stones, if 
any thing ill happened, chat he could no o- 
therwiſe avoid, to Poyſon himſelf. He had 
buile a very igh Tower, with ſteps to it of 
Gold, enriched with pretious Stones, from 
whence to throw himlelt down headiong : be. 
cauſe be would have bx death, he ſaid, to be; 
as bs life was, ſumptaous; thire ſhould be a lively 
Image of Luxuryin it ; and it ſhould be ſaid, that 
no body bad dyed ſo, as he. But all this f1gnified 
nothing. For he was killed by a Rabble of 
Soldiers ; and dragged moſt naſtily through 
the Streets; and drawn through the Kennel, 
and at laſt thrown into the River of Thber ; 
w:*h whom ended the Princes of the name of 
Ar:c15inns, A name, to which if his Birth, as 
It was Sp1r10us, was any Title; yet his Life 
was the lat+ Diſgrace to it, in the fight of 
all the World. 

Your moſt Sacred Majeſty, O Conſtantine, will 
perhaps think t ſtrange, with others; that this 
Peſt, which I have given this account of, was 
{ſuffered co Reign lo long, as almoſt three whole 
vears; and that none appeared in the mean 
time to reſcue out of his Hands the Honour 
of the Roman Empire: becauſe in the Reigns 
of Nero, Caligula, Vitellizs, and the reſt of the 
Princes of this ſtamp, there never wanted a 
Man to murder a Tyrant. Bur above all 
things, Pardon me if I have been offenſive 
to your modeſty in any of the Paſſages of ſo 
diſſolute a Life: I have willingly ſuppreſſed a 


great many other of his Lewdneſles, becauſe 
I could 
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| could not name them for ſhams : and as for 
thoſe, that I have named, as they are what I 
have found amongſt divers Writers, ſo 1 have 
wrapped them up in as clean a Napkin as I 
could ; remembring very well, what your Ma- 
ety is uſed to ſay; That to be an Emperor #s 6 
 Froak of mere Fortune; which railes ſometimes 
rery Indiflerent, and ſometimes the Worſt of 
Men to be ſo: and your Majeſty does very 
graciouſly to add to that, Thar it lies wpen the 
Perſons themſelves, whom Fortune hath reduced 
er that neceſſity of an Empire, to make them- 
ſelves worthy of the Place, where they are. 

Thus much concerning therefore YVarius An- 
toninas Helitgabalus, It is what I have col- 
leted ny out of the, Greek and La- 
tin Hiſtorians Your Majeſties Commands 
to me, to preſent you with this Life in us 
place, after the; others which are antecedenc 
to 1t, and which your Majeſty hath accepted, 
was an Authority abundant co me to ſuper- 
ſede all thoſe thoughts that had otherwiſc 
made me unwilling, and poſſeſſed me with a 
Relutancy to meddle in a thing of this 
Nature. I ſhall now proceed to the Lives of 
thole that follow. The firſt of which 15, that 
moſt excellent - Prince, Alexander Severus ;; 
who was one of thirteen jears Reign. Then 
there will be Aureljan, who was another excel- 


lent Prince; and Claudiws, of whom, being 
the Author of your Majeſty's Race, I ſhould 
be afraid to write the real Truth to you, leſt 
thole who have not all the re{pe& that they 
ought, for the praiſes which are dus to great 

Souls, 
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Souls, ſhould pretend that I Flatter, if I did 
not know, that [ ſhould be fully juſtified by 
others in all that I have to ſay. To theſe 1s 
to be added Dioclefian, the Father df an Age 
of Gold; and Maximian, the Father of an 
Iron Ape, as they commonly call them ; with 
all the reſt, to the Perſon of your Majeſty; 
whoſe Reign, I would ſay, Sir, yours, -will be 
a SubjeR«to employ the Eloquenteſt Pens, and 
happy are they to whom Nacure 15 fo kind, to 
have enabled them with gifts for ſo grand a 
Work. Nor yet are we to omit Licinms, or 
Marcus Aurelius Severm, or Maxentius ; whole 
Rights are all devolved upon your Majeſty ; 
and from whoſe Virtues we ought not to dero- 
gate : For though it is the method of the Ge- 
nerality of Writers to take away from the un- 
{ucceſsful and the beaten Side, yet I ſhall think 
this an unfit thing to be done, when [I conft- 
der, that when I ſhall have faithfully ſaid all 
the good of them, that I can find in our Me- 
moirs to be never fo true, yet it will all but 
make ſo much the greater Acceſſion to your 
Glory. 
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: Addreſſed to the 
EMPEROR 
«| Conſtantine the Great. 


By ALIUS LAMPRIDIUS. 


Frer that Peſt of an Emperor, Vari 
A Heliogabalis was killed, who had re- 
ally nothing of a true Antoninus 1n 
him; and therefore as the Senate, by their 


Authority, degraded him from that name, and 


eraſed it out of the Records, fo neither am I 
very 
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very willing to give 1t him. Aurelius Alexandy 
Severus his Coutin-German, who was Born 
the City of Arca Ce/aree 18 Phenicia in Syria, 
being the Son of Yarias Marcellus by Mammaa, 
the Siſter of Semiamirg, the Mother of Helge 
balus, received the Empire to the general Re. 
lief and Comfart of Mankind. He had ſome 
years hefore. þcen Created E#/ar by the Senite, 
at the time of the death of Opilius Macrinus ; and 
now the Senate both made him Emperor, and 
gave him the Title of the Father of the Coun- 
try, and inveſted him with the Tribunitian ant 
Proconlular Powers; and with the right of a 
fifth Reference, all in one and the ſame day 
And for fear that ſuch an accumulation of 
Honours ſhould ſeem to be Precipitate, I will 
here 1n the firſt phace mention the Reaſon, as 
well why he ſuffered ic on his part , as why 
the Senate had thought fit to do it an theirs; 
becauſe certainly otherwiſe, 1t was ak r 
the Gravity of the Senate to confer all th 
things at once ; nor for the Reputation of a 
good Prince fo to accept them. The Army 
had ſeveral times been guilty of a Practice of 
making whom they pleaſed Emperors 1n a 
hurry, and changing them as ealily, when they by 
had done; ſaying, in the defence of themſelves, Þ ;; 
that they did not know that the Senate had on || (; 
their part nominated any Perſon at all to the þ ,, 
Empire. For thus they had ſer up Peſcennius Ns þ þ 
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ger, Clodius Albinus, and Avidins Caſſius ; as here+ þ| ,. 


rofore they did Julius Vindex, and Lucius Amte þ| |, 
nius. Severus was himlelt et up by them, inone || ;þ 


place, about the ſame time that Niger was in || ,j 
ano- 


| Yol.I. Emperor Alexander Severus. 


another, and Albinus in another ; and yet then 
the Senate had actually appointed Didius i} 
ques to ſucceed after Pertmax. And this thing 
had occationed Civil-Wars in the Empire; in 
which Countrymen againſt Countrymen 
yg what were they but Murderers one 
x another? Upon this account therefore it 
was that all expedition was uſed to inveſt A- 
kxavder Severus with all the Honours of the 
Crown immediately, and at once, which he 
hould otherwiſe have received ſucceflively and 
in the courſe of many years. And this was yet 
further promoted, by the very great inclinati- 
on which both the Senate and the People had 
towards him, after that Peſt, who had not on- 
ly diſhonoured the name of the Antoninuſſes, 
but was a ſhame to all the Roman Empire. So 
all the marks of Power, and the Titles of 
Honour, belonging to the Crown, were given 
him with a forwardneſs, in which every one 
appeared to have an Emulation to excel. He 
was the firſt of all the Emperors that ever 
received ſo many Royalties all at one time: 
and indeed his Quality, as he had been al- 
ready for ſome years a Ceſar, ſpoke for him; 
but yet the honeſty of his Lite and Manners 
did it much more; and it had gained him be- 
lides a great eſteem, that Heliogabalus had at- 
tempted to kill him, but could not, becauſe of 
the Oppoſition to it of the Soldiers and the Se» 
nate, And then that which Crowns all, is; 
he approved himſelt worthy of that Care chac 
the Senate had taken of his Preſervation, wors- 


thy of the Aﬀetions of the Soldiers, and 
worthy 
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worthy of the Sentiments all good Men had || 
to prefer him, as they did, to the Empire. | 

His Mother being called Mammes, as I f}, 
ſaid, he is mentioned by a great many by the I; 
name of Alexander Mammans, from her. This I, 
Alexander from a Child, was ſo inſtrufed in I 
the knowledge of the good Arts concerning 
the things, as well Civil as Military, that he 
willingly ſuffered not one day to paſs, in which 
he did not exerciſe himſelf in the one or the 
other. His firſt Maſters, in his Infancy, for 
the Elements, were Valerizs Cords, Titus Ve- 
tarius, and Aurelius Philippus, a Servant of his 
Fathers, who hath fince writ his life. His Ma- 
ſter in the Grammar, was Neon; in Rheto- 
rick, Serapion; and in Philoſophy, Stylion; 
chat 1s, this was in his own Country, and for 
the Gracias Learning. At Rome, for the 
Latin, his Maſter in the Grammar was Scas- 
rinus, the Son of the famous Door of that I, 
name; in Rhetorick, Fulinus Froutinus, Bebiu Ul, 
Macrinus, and Fulius Granianus ; of the lat- By; 
ter of which, there are Declamations now I 
extant. But in the Latin Learning, his Pro» .a 
ficiency was not over-gicat ; as it ſufficiently 
appears by his Speeches which he made to the 
Senate; and thoſe others that he made to the 
Soldiers and to the People. Nor did he very 


——_ 


much love the Latin Eloquence. But the Ii; 
learned Men in it, he had a great eſteem for, þ,jj 
and apprehended thir Pens ; tor he was not 
willing that they ſhould give him an ll report 

in their Writings ; therefore he thought x 3: 


worthy to be By him upon all occaſions; __ 
wit 
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with every thing that he did, publickly or 

privately, if they had not been preſent at it, he 

::quainted"them himſelf, and defired thera to 

x informed carefully of the truth of all things, 

n A to repreſent them to the 
orld. 
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the Jewels, to his Shooes and his Cloaths, which 
- Bhd been worn by Heliogabalas, He went in 
;White Veſtment, as he 1s commonly Drawn ; 
:nd plain, not Embroidered nor Fringed with 
old ; and.of the Common Stuffs. He car- 
ned himſelf fo frankly with his Friends, thac 
te ofcen obkged them to fit down by him z 
id went to their Houſes: to: their Entertain- 


* Enents without Ceremony; and received them 
at 


brmal Invitation. He was to be waited upon, 
th as eafie Acceſs as a Senator : whereas be- 
xe in ſome other Reigns, a Prince would not 
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lled him the Piows Alexander, he was ſo ami- 
able, at leaſt as a good and uſeful Prince, all 
he Earth eſteemed him. Hedrew*a Lot atthe 


emple of Fortune, at the City of Paleſftrins, in 
\ 7: WY "the 
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gain continually co his own Table without a . 
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He renounced the Title of Dominws, that His Mo- 
zLord; and ordered that they ſhould write 4e/*» and 
Letters to him, as to a private Perſon, reſer- Mederars- 
ing dnly the name of Emperor. He refuſed oF 


fer himſelf, co be ſeen. He was Hand- Hs: Per: 


ly ome, as to his Perſon, and well made, as we /*42*- 
© fke him at this day in his Pictures and Statues. 
© He had a Cavalier Meen and Stature, his 
Y Ptrength anſwerable; and he both knew his 
© FVigour, and took care to preſerve it. Some 


Occaſion 
of. ſas 
Name. 


' the day of the Birth of Akexander the Son 
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the time that Heliogabalus waited for his Like, 
out of Virgil; which was this, e/£s. 6, 


—— Stiqua fata aſpera rumpas, 
Tu Marcel/ns ers. 


Which was as much as to ſignifie; That if be 
but eſcaped the preſent Danger, that he was in, 
be would be a ploriou Emperor. 

The "oth 70g of his Name of Alexander 
was from hence. In his Native City of Arc 
Ceſarea in Phenicia, there was a Temple Dedi. 
cared to Alexander the Great, whither upon 
the Feſtival of that Prince, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Country, his, Father, and 
Mammas his Mother, went to afliſt at the uſual 
Solemnities. But by accident h8$ Mother fell 
into Labour, and was delivered of him inths}} ! 
Templez ſo ſhe called him Alexander: and | 
Mammaa, is the ſame with the day of the" 
Death of Alexander the Great. The Senate] * 
offered him, the name of Antoninuws, But he 
refuſed it 3 althaugh he had an Affinity, as well 
as Heliogabalus, to the Emperor Antoninus Cs 
racallus;, and an Afﬀinity, which was ſo much} ** 
better than his, as it was without the Rain off 7! 
his Baſtardife : For the Emperor Seprimins Se 
werus had Married a Noble Lady out of the '® 
Eaſt, whoſe Horoſcope, as he had heard «p'* 
was That, ſhe ſhould be the Wife of a Prince's 
though he was then but in a private Condinf®- 
on: Which Lady's Siſter's Daughters, were 
one of them the Mother of this Alex #4der, andj/9 


the 


1d1t 
wer 
; ANC 


the 


Vol.I. Emperor Aurcl. Alexand, Scverus. 


the other the Mcther of Yarius Heliogabalus, 
$ the two Sons were truely Coulin- Germans 
to one another, and equal upon that Foot in 
their Relation to Antoninus Caracallur, But it 
was not only the name of Antoninus which he 
refuſed 3 but the Senate by a Decree preſented 
him the Title of Alexander the Great, and he 
refuſed that alſo. 

Now it will not be amiſs here to ſubjoyn his 
Speech to the Senate, in which he excules his 


Acceptation of the one and the other Name. 


Only in the firſt place I will report the Se- 
nate's Acclamations upon this occaſion, out 
of the Records of the City, as I find them up- 
on the Day, but one, before the Nones of 
Merch; when the Senate being aſſembled in 
the Temple of Concord, and Alexander at their 
repeated requeſt diſpenſing at laſt with him- 
ſelf to repair to them, though he knew that 


Þ their Buſineſs was to treat of the Honours 


which they deligned to give him, they cried 
a3 he entred thus 
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The Gods ſave our Innocent Auguſtus. The 4colama- 
Gods ſave the Emperor Alexander. The Gods tions of 
beve given you to us. The Gods preſerve you. the Se- 
The Gods have delivered you out of the Hands "4. 


of the Impure,, The Gods Eternalize your Reign. 
lou ſuffered @ great deal unger the Impure Ty- 


(rant, [mpure and Obſcene as be Was, you always 


regretted to ſee him. The Gods have Rooted bim 
up, The Gods preſerve your Majeſty. VThat Infa- 
mous Emperor bath juſtly been Condemned, Under 
four Reign we are happy. The State u happy to 

Cc2 - be 
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be ſubjefed to you. The Infamous Emperor bath 
been Cage for an Example. That Luxuriou, 
Prince « juſtly puniſhed. The Profaner of all 
Honour bath been juftly Puniſhed. The Immortal 
Gods give a long Life to your Majeſty. The 
Tudgments of the Gods appear in your Eleva. 


1100. 


Here Alexander gave them thanks; and then 
they went on again. 


Antoninus Alexander , the Gods ſave yu, 
Antoninus Aurelius, the Gods preſerve you, 
Antoninus the Pious, the Gods preſerve yo, 
We beſeech your Majeſty to take the name of An: 
toninus. To do that Honour to the good Empero 
of that Name, to be called an Antoninus. P« 
rife the Name of the Antoninuſſes. Whs 
Heliogabalus hath Deformed, let your Majefy 
Parifie, Re-eſtabliſh the Honour of the Name « 
the Antoninufſes. Let the bloed of the Antoni 
nuſles know it ſelf agaiv., Antoninus Marcus 
hath been injured. Let yoar Majeſty Avengt 
bim. Arenge the injury done to Verus Anto- 
ninus- Awvenge the injury done to Antoninus 
Caracallus 3 whoſe Fortitude at leaft war ad 
mirable, Worſe than ever was Commoduz, 
was Heliogabalus only 3 who really was no Em 
peror, nor an Antoninus, ror 4 Citizen, nr of ©. 
Senator, nor a Gentleman, nor Roman. Heakifj ,, 
and Life giztend your Majeſty, The Lives of the 
Antoninulles attend Alexander, and let bu 
Proſper. Let him be called an Antoninus, 4 
tet him Proſper, Let Antoninus Conſecrate « lai 

go 
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gain the Temples of the Antoninuſſes. Let An- 
toninus ſurmoune the Parthians and Perſians. 
Let a Sacred Perſon receive 4 Sacred Name, 


The Gods preſerve you. In you, Antoninus, we 
have all things : with you, Antoninus, we have 
all things: 


After theſe Accclamations, the Emperor 
took the Liberty to ſpeak thus to them, 


Fathers of the Senate, , 
His us not the firft of my Obligations to you. 1 
ap to thank you for the Honour of my 
Name of Czlar, which you gave me ſo long 
fimce, and for my Life which you alſo have pre- 
ſerved. I thank you, as for the Empire, [0 
fir the Style of Auguſtus, which you now give 
me and for the Pontifical, the Tribunitian, and 
the Proconſular Powers > all which by altogether a 
nw Example, you have liberally conferred up- 
m me in one day. 


The Senate reply'd, and cryd; 


Ars your Majeſty hath accepted theſe things, [0 
accept the Name of Antoninus. Let not the Se- 
nate, let mot the Princes the Antoninufles be un- 
worthy to receive this favour of your Majeſty. 
The Gods ſave the Emperor Antoninus. The 
Gods preſerve you. Let a Coin be made in the 
Name of Antoninus. Let Antoninus Conſecrate 
«rain the Temples of the Antoninulles. 


The Emperor reſumed his Diſcourle, and 
laid Cc 3 Fathers 
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Fathers of the Senate, 1 earneſtly deſire you 
not to engage me to be called to the neceſſity of ſa. 
tisfying ſo great a Name as that #, when my 
Own, which I bave from my Birth, and which 
but a Foreign one, ] find u t00 Burdenſome to me, 
For ſo it #s with theſe Great Names, they are 
Burdens ; and not to anſwer them, it s as ill 
if the Name of Cicero ſhould be born by a Mute, 
or the Name of Varro, by a Blockbead, or that 
of the Pious Metellus by « Villain, And that the 
Gods may avert {o ill aw Omen, who u there that 
can be pleaſed to ſee, that a Name from whenct 
great Attions are expetted, u not ſuſtaingd in it 
Grandeur, by him that bears it if he s in a Sta- 
tion ſo 10 do, | 


| Here the Senate interrupted him, with the 
like Acclamations as before; and then ke 
went on. © 


You know, Gentlemen, to what a beigbth of 
Glory, oz rather ts what a Divimtty the Name i 
Antoninus hath beex carried in the Perſons » 
four Prmces; whoſe Piety, whoſe Learning, wheſe 
Innocence, and whoſe Fortitude, if we conſidn 
them ſeverally; What could be more Religious 
than Antoninus Pius 2 What more knowing than 
Marcus Antoninus * What more ſincerethan Ve- 
rus Antoninus? And what more Brave ani 
V alorous than Antoninus Caracallus ? I am nt 
willing to mention Commodus Antonfnus 
on thrs occafion to you 5 except 'it us to ſay th 
be was ſo much the worſe, becauſe with that ik 
life of bus, be yes continued im the uſe of tht 
74 4 | N 
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Name of Antoninus. Antoninus Diadumenus, 
had not time, nor Age to ſhew himſelf: an Art of 
bs Father, had put that Name upon him. . 


Here. the Senate broke out into the like 
Acclamations as before : and then he ſaid, 


But eſpecially you may eaſily remember, Gen- 
thmen, How things lately went, when the Filbi- 
ef not only of all Men, but Brutes, took it upon 
him to bear the Name of Antoninus 3 who at the 
ſame time in Impurity and Euxury outdid Nero, 
Vitellius, Commodus, and all their wicked Con- 
federates, You remember, what . Sigbs paſſed at 
that rime, in all Companies of the People and the 
Gentry : and how they all cryed with one Voice, 
that thes Wretch x not fit to be at all called an 
Antoninus. This Peſt wiolates that Holy Name. 


Here the Senate replyed in theſe Acclama: 


t10NsS, | 


The Gods Protet} ms from all the like evils a- 
goin, We fear them not under your Reign, We 
are ſecure under the Government of your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty is above all Vice. Your Majeſty hath 
ſurmounted, hath vanquiſhed the Temptation of all 


|| ſuch Crimes and Diſgraces. You are an Honour 


10 the Name of Antoninus. We are certain of 
this; we are well perſuaded of it ; we preſume 
upon it, without the fear of ever repenting our- 


ſelves : we bave approved you from your Youth, 
Nl 42d this day, we are confirmed in our Senti- 
1 end i. 
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The Emperor replied again and faid, 


It is not, Fathers of the Senate, that I appre- 
bend my falling at any time into ſach Vices, that 
1 deſire to decline a Name, which « to all fo Ve- 
nerable ; nor yet can I diſtruſt the Merits of my 
paſt Life ſo, as to be aſhamed to take it upon me, 
But it is im Trmth, becauſe im the firſt place, | 
do not delight to aſſume what is the Name of « 
ftrange Family ; and next, becauſe I ſee very wel, 
that it « 10 iipoſe too great @ burden upon me. 


Here the Senate repeated their Acclamati. 
ons as before. He went on, 


For with as much reaſon as I ſhould take the 
Name of Antoninus, 1 might teke that of Tra- 
jan too: 1 might as well rake that of Titus: 
1 might as well take that of Velpaſian. 


The Senate an{wered him to this. 


Your Majeſty # an Auguſtus, and accepts that 


Name ; ſo be you alſo an Antoninus. 
The Emperor ſaid, 


I fee wery well, now, Fathers of the Senate, 
what it i that moves you to preſs this Name upon 
Ww, You think, that we - may as well be caked 
Antonini, although i « the Name of another's 
Family, as all we who ſacceed to the Empire are 
entitled in our Stiles Auguſti : which we are, be- 
cau/e we bave an hereditary Right to be ſo, a 


being 
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being as it were by Adoption, the Son: of the firſt 
Auguſtus, who was the Founder of the Empire. 
The Antoninuſles themſelves were called Auguſti. 
Now Antoninus Ps edopred Marcus end Ve- 


rus, to be bu Sons and Succeſſors, Thu Adoption * 


made it & Right to them, to take bis Name, 
whith became alſo hereditary to Commodus, by 
reaſon that be was the Sow of Marcus 3 but with- 
our thus Right, it was a Trick of bs Father, 
which put the Name upon Diadumenus. It was 
effefied in the Perſon of Caracallus, and it was 
profanced 10 the laſt degree by Heliogabalus, 


Here the Senate cried, 


The Gods ſave the Emperor Alexander, our 
Auguſtus. We congratulate your Modeſty, your 
Prudence, your Innocence, your Integrity, Thu 
ſhews as what will be the excellency of your Reign. 
We are raviſhd at is. Your Majeſty will dire&# 
the Senate hereafter to make a Choice of the beſt 
Princes. Your Majeſty will juſtifie the Tudgments 
of the Senate, The Gods ſave Alggander, cur 
Auguſtus. Let Alexander ow AUguſtus, cox- 
ſecrate the - Temples, of the Antoninufſes. Our 
Czlar, owr Auguſtus, ow» Emperor, the Gods 


ſave you. Conquer, Proſper, arp Reign many Years. 


As Emperor reſumed himſelf again, and 
id, | 


1 underſtand then, I have obtained from you, 
» Fatheys of the Senate, what I defired. 1 take 
this wery obligingly, and I give you, and owe 

you- 
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you infinite Thanks, It ſhall be my endeavour, 
that my own Name, which I bring with me, the 
firſt of any upon the Throne of Rome, may be- 
come ſuch as not to be unworthy to be coveted 
by others after me, and to be recommended by the 


good Opinions of this moſt Pious Senate. 


Here the Senate cried, 


Alexander the Great, the Gods ſave you. Tho 
your Majeſty refuſed the Name of Antoninus, 
receive the Twtle of the Great. The Gods ſave 
Alexander the Great. They repeated this often, 


The Emperor ſaid, 


You bave offered to me, Gentlemen, in thi, a 
thing of a greater difficulty to do, than it was to 
aſſume the Name of Antoninus ; t0 which if 1 
bad conſented, it might have been attributed to 
ether my Affinity to the Princes of that Name, 
or to a mutual Love of the» ſame Name, upon 
the [ame Thygpe. But why me, to take your Title 
of Great ? Phat bave I yet done, that » ſo? If 
Alexander and Pompey were ſo called, yet 
was after the great Exploits of the one, and the 
great Triumphs of the other. Therefore ſpeak no 
more of this, my honoured Fathers, and rather 
than ſuggeſt to me the Title of the Great, be- 
liewe me to be one of yourſelves, and you cer- 
rainly are @ magnificent Aſſembly. 


After this, they repeated the Acclamgetion, , fl, 
The Geds ſave Aurelius Alexander our Auguſtus, 
and ſo ended this matter. There + 
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There were ſeveral other things done in 
the Senate, that day.” But when the Hovle 
had riſen, the Emperor returned as it were in 
Triumph home, with much more Honour up- 
on him by refuſing, than if he had accepted 
of thoſe ſuppoſed Names. His Firmneſs to 
himſelf in ic, and the entire Gravity of his be- 
haviour gave him a Reputation, which every 


body was ſenfivle of, to obſerve, that the whole 


Senate together was not able to over-perſuade 
one young Man. He diſcovered the ſame Vi1- 
gour of mind in his Afﬀeairs with the Soldiers, 
and a wonderful and fingular Conſtancy in 
corredting their Inſolencies ; ſo that although 
he could not be perſuaded by all the fſolicita- 
tions of the Senate, to receive either the Name 
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of Antoninuws, or of Alexander the Great; yet Why call4 
the Soldiers fixed upon him that of Alexander Severus. 


Severns ; and this not only conciliated him a 
great Reſpe& in his own time, bur jt will much 
redound to his Glory to all Poſterity ; conh- 
dering that it 1s derived purely from his own 
Boſom, and it is what his intrinfick Merit and 
Courage, dire&ted them to give him. He did 
not ſtick indeed to caſhier whole Legions at a 
time, for daring to mutiny ; nor to animadvert 
very ſeverely upon the Soldiers, that had com- 
mitted any thing which but ſeemed to be un- 
juſt, wherein he exceeded the Exactneſs and 
Boldneſs of all the Princes his predeceflors, 


hnce the formation of the Empire under Fulius 


Cz/ar, | 
There were ſome Omens which from his 
Birth had preſignified his fucure Reign, which 
Were 
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Omens of were theſe. Firſt, the day of his Birth was the 


ſame with the day of the Death of Alexander 
the Great ; in whoſe Temple his. Mother was 
delivered of him, and whoſe Name he there. 
fore took from thence. Then the ſame day 
that he was born, a Pigeon's Egg of the co- 
lour of Purple, was taken, and by a good Wo 
man preſented to his Mother ; from whence 
the Soothſayers ſaid, That be would one day, 
and it would be quickly too, be an Emperor, but 
not that be would reign long: In the mean time, 
whilſt h:'s Mother was delivered of him in the 
Temple, a Picture of the Emperor Trajan, 
which was hanging over the head of her Bed 
at home, fell down into the Bed. His Nurſe 
was of the Naine of Olympias ; and the Mother 
of Alexander the Great was of the ſame. His Fo- 
ſter- Father was a Country-man, of the Name 
of Philip, and the Father of Alexander the Great 
was the ſame. Upon the day that he was 
born, "they ſay, there appeared a Star of the 
fhrſt magnitude in the Heavens, all the day 
long over the City of Arca Cajon and the 
Sun . was crowned with a bright Cucle about 
ic, whilſt ic pointed upon his Father's Houle. 
A Laurel in his Father's Garden which was 
{et by the fide of a Peach, in one year had 
over-topped the Peach. The Peach being 
malum Perficum ; this, thoſe. who pretended to 
Augury, ſaid, was an Omen that he ſhould 
one day Conquer the Perſians, The Night be- 
fore his Mother was delivered of him, ſhe 
dreamt ſhe ſhould be brought to Bed of a little} 


purple-coloured Dragon ; and his Father had 
dreamt 
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dreamt at the ſame time that he was carried 
up to the Heavens upon the Wings of the I- 
mage of Y:fory, which is in the Houle of the 
Senate at Rome. He conſalted, when he was 
a Youth, with a Soothſayer about his Fortune 
in the way of drawing Lots. The firſt Lot 
which he drew ſaid, That the Empire of the 
Heavens, the Earth, and the Sea, awaited him : 
by which it was caſte to underſtand, that he 
ſhould one day be Deifted. The ſecond ſaid, 
That the Empire' par emount, awaited him; which 
was plainly no other, than the Empire of Rome. 
Another Lot that he: drew, was theſe Verſes 
of Virgil, An. 6. 


Excudent alii ſyirantia mollins ara, 

Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento : 
He tibi erunt Artes, patique imponere moren : 
Parcere ſubjeftzs, & debellare ſuperbs. 


That is, That bis. Arts ſhould be Government, 
and the giuving of Laws of War and Peace; and 
that be ſhould be the Miniſter of Mercy and 
Tuſtice to the People. There were ſeveral o- 
ther ſigns of his future Grandeur beſides all 
theſe. He had a Fire and .a Viracid in 
his Eyes extraordinary- - He looked one down 
with 1t, you could not hold your Eyes againſt 
his long. His Mmd diſcovered a Power of 
Divination in it very frequently, fo that he 
ſpoke of things to come, as really they did. 


He had a Memory ſo happy, that -none bur - 


dcholins, hath ſaid, that he was once prompted 
or afliſted in any thing. ' | 


Coming 
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Coming very young to the Empire, he acted 
alcogether in all things with the Advice of his 
Mother, as if ſhe had reigned in ConjunRion 
. with him. And indeed ſhe was a good and 
pious Lady, but covetous, and loved to amaſs 
Money to a faule, He began his Reign with 
a general purgation of all the Magiſtrates and 
Officers of the promotion of the impure Heli. 
gabalws ; being Perſons whom that Prince had 
preferred tothe greateſt Dignities out of the very 
Lees of Mankind.' He clear'd the State of them, 
He purged the Senate and the Order of the 
Gentry of them. He purged the Tribes of 
the City. He turned out all obſcene and in- 
famous Perſons from all Places in the Court, 
in which laſt, he made ſuch a Reform, that 
retain'd not a Mouth, but what was neceſlary. 
Becauſe an Emperor,. he ſaid, was an ill Ste- 
ward of the People ; who out of their Bowel! 
feeds a Company of unneceſſary Mouths, that are 
uſeleſs to the State, He looked carefully alter 
the Magazines of Proviſions, and the adini- 
niſtration thereof to the Soldiers; out of 
whoſe allowances, if the Tribunes had made 
any unlawful Gain to themſelves, he puniſh- 
ed & with Death. As for Cauſes and Mat- 
ters of Law, he ordered them firſt to be well 
conſidered in all cheir Circumſtances by his 
Miniſters, and his Council Learned in the 
Law, whereof Ulpian was the Chiet; and when 
they had done, he direted them to make a 
Report of their Judgments to him. 

He moderated an infinite number of .Laws 
concernihg the Rights of the People, and _ 
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of the Exchequer. - In which caſes he always 


communicated them with twenty great Law- 


yers, beſides others who were wiſe and elo- 
uent Men, to the number of no leſs than 

generally; ſo that there were as many 
Votes to a Conftitution of his, as to an AR 
of the Senate. Theſe Perſons ſpoke admi- 
rably well in*his Councils ; every one's ſuf- 
frage wax asked, which they writ down one 
after another 3 time being allowed them firſt 
to examine things very well, and to weigh 
what they had to ſay, becauſe no one ſhould 
complain that he had been —_ to give his 
judgment upon ſuch Matters of Importance, 
CEs a due premeditation. Then he had 
this Caſtom, that if ic was a thing of Right 
to Þ ered upon, he called only the Learn- 
ed and che Eloquent Do@ors to ſpeak to it. 
But if it was a Military Afﬀair, he ſent for the 
old Officers and Soldiers, Men skilled in War 


-and Encampments, and the Situation of pla- 
ces; and together with thoſe he particularly 


adviſed with ſuch as underſtood that Hiſtory; 
of whom he enquired, what had at any time 
been done in the like rencounters, by the an- 
tient Emperors, or other great Captains, whe- 
ther at home or abroad. It at any time he 
happened to ſee a Man who lay under the 
Character of having robbed the Province un- 
der his Government, he was ready with his 
Fingers as it were ( ſays Encolpizs, who was 
one that was very familiar wich him) to pull 
out his Eyes, he had ſuch a hatred to that 


baſeneſs, To which Septimiws adds, I 
they 
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they had not been as yet. convicted, yet he 
had ſuch an averſion to them, for the Scandal 
only, that if he ſaw them by any ſudden Ac. 
cident, the Commotion he was 1n, would ft 
him vomiting, and all his Face on a Fire, and 
he would not be able to ſpeak for ſome time: 
And certainly, as one called Septimius Arabi. 
»w, who had been tried for this, but acquit- 


' ted in the Reign of Helizgabalus, came one 


day in Company with ſome of the Senators 
to ſalute him, he no ſooner ſaw him, but he 
cried; O ye ſupreme Powers! O Jupiter! O ye 
immortal Gods ! Is Arabinus alive, and a Sena 
tor ? It may be, he bopes for the ſame favour from 
me, that be bad frem Heliogabaluss But 1 am 
ſorry be takes me to be ſuch a * Fool. 

The Complement in ſaluting hi wasSery 
plain, and by his own Name, Hail Alexander, 
If any one had pretended to do, or fay any 
thing that was ſweeter than the Cuſtom was 


to be, he was ſent away as a Flatterer, if. 


the place permitted it 3 or he was laught at 


ſufficiently 1n caſe that his Condition did not they 
make him ſubje& to a greater Aﬀront. He; 


ordered to all the Senators, as they had ſx: 
Iurk8d him, Chairs to fit down. But he de 
clared -to admit none to pay their Reverences 
to him in this kind, but Perſons of Honeſty 
and good Repute; forbidding all ſuch as knew 
themſelves to be otherwiſe, by the common 
Crier, co come near him ; for if he once dil- 


*It 


covered themy it ſhould coſt them their Lives K... 

He refuſed to be adored as Heliegabalus was, trz, 

after the manner of che Kings of Per/ia, T : In 
mo 
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moſt corrupt Magiſtrates, he ſaid, always com- 
plain the moſt of Poverty, thinking by that 
means to conceal the Crimes of their Bri- 
 beries and ji| Lives. This he ſaid often, and 
| Wit was his real Sentiment. To which he added 


: known Obſervation upon this Subjet, That 
he who takes away a great deal, and gives but 
8 little to Vouchers to ſpeak for him, will bow- 
ever always be Fe 

He choſe himſelf one Captain of the Guards, 
and appointed a Governour of the City of 
Reme entirely by the Advice of the Senate. He 
made a ſecond Captain of the Guards, of one 
who had retired out of the way, purpoſely to 
aoid it ; ſaying, The unwillingne(s.of a Man to 
teceps of Commands in the State, was the beſf 
Recommendation to them. He never created a 
&nator without the Concurrence to it of all 
the Members of that Houſe that were preſent ; 
5 Eyhoſe Vores were asked round, after Teſti- 

{monies given of the Life and Manners of the 
Party to be choſen, by grave Perſons; who if 
 Fthey fallified, were to be degraded, and caſt 
into the loweſt Claſs of all the People; and 
* Flomerimes condemned, as in Caſes of Perjury, 
d loſe their Eſtates, and be baniſhed for ever 
& Iyithout Mercy. He created no Men Sena- 
ly tors, but upon great Recommendations ; ſay- 
Wing, That @ Man ought to be very conſiderable, 
NLP & worthy to be ſo advanced; and he never 
Ib ſhether advanced the Sons of infranchiſed 
& Bervants, to be Gentlemen ; becauſe he ſaid, 
a5 lhe Order of the Gentry was the Seminery of the 


he Benare. 
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He was a Prince of that great Temper, that 
he never ſuffered his Servants to part with him 
when once they were placed. He was ſo cour- 
teous and ſo gracious to every body, that he viſt 
ted when fick, his Friends; of whatever Condi. 
tion they were. He defired every one to ſpeak 
their Sentinients freely to tym, 'and he hear- 
kened to what they ſaid patiently ; and or- 
dered things according to their Advices, az 
muchas in Juſtice it was poflible. 'And if any 
thing by them had not'been done fo well x; 
it ought, he convinced them of it, but ir'was 
without haughtineſs and -without bitternek 
He obliged' them all to fit down upon Chairs 
by him, and informed himſelf always abont 
the ablent. In fine, his Mother Mammes, 
and Memmid his Wife, who was the Davgh- 
ter 'of Sulpitizs, of the Conſular Order, and 
the Grand-Daughter of Catuizs, objefted to 
him his too great Civility, and told him, 1 
weakned his Sovereign Power, and rendred it «+ 
fpicable; to which' he anſwered, That on the 
contrary it was the way to live long, and with 
ſafety. He paſſed no day without doing fo 
thing that was ſweet, obhiging and pious ; but 
yet with that meafure, 'as not to exhauſt che 
publick Coffers: Rarely any Eſtates were cc 
fhſcated into the Exchequer in his Time. ' He 
remitted the Tribute to ſeveral Cities, towards 
their publick Buildings. He lent Money out 
of the Exchequer at four 1n the hundrec 
And to a great many poor, he Jent "then 
Money without uſe, co ourchaſe chermſelhe 


Grounds, under the condition of paying - 
D; 
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Debt only in the Product. He added to his 


. Captains of the Guards the Senatorial Dig- 1;: Care 
nity, which had ſeldom or never at all been 9f his Sol- 
done before in other times; becauſe u was der)» 


inconfiſtent then, to be a Captain of the 
Guards, and a Senator, as Marius Maximus 
hath often obſerved. But Alexander Severus 
was willing that his Captains of the Guards 
ſhould be Senators for this reaſon, , becauſe no 
body ſhould have the Power ta judge a S2na- 
tor, but who was himſelf a Senator. He had 
the Muſter-Rolls of his Armies in all Parts, 
always in his Cabinet by him ; and when he 
was alone, he was reviewing their Accounts, 
Numbers, A&ions, Othcers, Stations, and Ap- 
0 run lo that whete-ever they were, 
he had a perfte&t knowledge of them, and up- 
on occaſion, he mentioned a great many of 
their Names. He kept a Regiſter of all ſuch as 
merited to be conſidered for their Services. 
He refreſhed his Memory of things, by look- 
ing into his own Memoirs, in which he ſet 
down the dates, and who, and what every 
one was, and upon whoſe recommendation 
promoted. He afliſted the Convoys of the 
annual Proviſion of Corn for the People of 
Rome 1n that manner ; that whereas Heliog a- 
balus had diflipated the Stores which were a- 
malled in th: Granaries, he re-eſtabliſhed 

them again at his proper Charge and Expence. 
He encouraged the Merchants to come to 
Rome to Traffick, by allowing to them great 
Immunities. The quantity ot the OQyl, which 
the Emperor Severys had gained to the City, 
Dd 3 but 
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but which Heliogabalus had diminiſhed, by put- 
ting the Stores into the hands of Men, cor- 
rupted with all forts of Vice, he intirely re- 
eſtabliſhed. He {er up a great many Me- 
chanick Works at Rome. He tolerated the 
Fewr, and the Chriftians, He deferred ſo much 
to the Chief Prieſts, and to the Quindecimwiri, 
and the Augurs, in Sacred Things, that after 
ſome Cauſes of that kind had been heard and 
determined by himſelf, he hath ſuffered thoſe 
Perſons to re-examin* them, and to decide 
them otherwiſe. Such of the Preſidents of 
the Provinces, as he found that he ſhould truly 
eſteem, being Men of Integrity and Honour, 
and whoſe Praiſes were not direted by a Spi- 
rit of FaRion, he always took in the Coach 
w:th bim abroad, and made them Rich Pre- 
ſents, ſaying, That as much as others who ' are 
corrupt in their Governments ought to be turned 
out and beggered ; theſe deſerve to be purchaſed 
and inriched. The People of Rome petitioning 
him to lower the Prices of Proviſions, when 
they were one time at an exceflive heighth; 


he asked what ſort of Proviſions particularly |. 


they were, that they thought too dear, They 
aniwered, Beef and Pork. Now he did not 
think fit to fix a cheaper Price upon them 
immediately, according to the Letter of their 
defire ; - bat inſtead of that, he ordered, that 
no body ſhould kill a Sow, Pig, Cow or Het 
ter, under fach an Age prefixt : And by this 
means, that which before was eight Pence 2 
Pound, was at length brought doyrn to two 
Pence. 

He 
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He hearkened to the Complaints of the Sol- 
diers againſt their Tribunes, 1n that manner, 
that if he found the Tribunes in a Crime, he 
puniſhed them according to the Quality of it, 
without Favour, He made enquiry about all 
ſorts of Perſons by his ſecrer-ſervice Men, 
whom he continually employed, to others un- 
known. He kepe his Slaves always in the 
Cloaths of Slaves, his infranchiſed Men in the 
Habits of Free men. He ſuffer'd no Eunuchs He /tighes 
to be in any Places about himſelf, but lf them #be Enue 
to ſerve his Wife in the quality of her Slaves. 
He reduced them to a certain Number, and 
ſuffered them to have to do with nothing 1n 
the Court, but the Baths of the Ladies ; where- 
as Heliogabalus, who was the Slave of theſe 
Slaves, Jad preferred many of them to gieac 
Offices, He took from chem even their an- 
tient Privileges ; ſaying, They were 4 third Spe- 
cies of humane kind that ought not to be ſeen or 
employed amongſt Men, aud ſcarcely neuber a- 
mong/# Women of Honowr, One ot them par- 
ticularly who had pretended to have an Inte- 
reſt in him, and had received of a Gentle- 
man a hundred pieces of Gold to affiſt him 
in ſomething, he crucified for an Example up- 
on the High-way. 

He changed ſeveral Prztorian Provinces in- 
to the nature of Pra(idial Provinces, and d1- 
ſpoſed of the Proconlular Provinces according 
to the will of the Senate. He forbad the uſe 
of mixt Baths at Rome of both Sexes together, 
as they had been forbidden formerly under the 
Reigns of other pious Princes, till only Hel:0- 
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gebalus had revived them. He ſuffered not 
the Tax upon the Pimps, Whores, and. Bur- 
daſhes to be returned into his own Coffers, 
but he afligned it towards the Reparation of 
the Theatre, the Cirque, and the Amphithe- 
atre. He had ſometime had the Thoughts of 
making a Law againſt the Burdaſhes, as the 
Emperor Philip Forwards did. But he was a- 
fraid that it would only occaſion more lewd: 
neſſes to be coveted in private, becauſe Man- 
kind run with a greater guſt upon ſome things 
when they are denied them ; and the proht- 
bition encreaſes the defire to obtain. He im- 
poſed a Tax upon the Drapers, Glaſs-makers, 
Tanners, Lock{miths, Silwerſmiths, Gold{mizhs,and 
ſeveral other Crafts, out of which he ordered 
the Baths to be fitted and maintained for the 
publick uſe of the People, He furniſhed the 
{ame Baths with Wood and Oyl, for the 
Lamps in the Night, whereas before they were 
not uled to be opened till Nine in the Mor- 
ning, and at Sun-ſet were ſhut up again. 

[c 15 not altogether true, what ſome Perſons 
have writ, that his Reign was without Blood. 
For as the Soldiers had given him the Name 
of Severus; he made 1t appear in the Corre- 
ions that he exacted, that he had not that 
Name for nothing. He repaired the Works of 
the antient Emperors, and added many new 
ones to them of his own. Amongſt which 
are the Baths of his Name, hard by choſe of 
Nero, which are ſupplied by an Aquedu& that 
carries alſo his Name at this day, He added 
thereunto a Plantation of a Grove, in oy 

place 
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place of a private Houſe adjoyning, which he 
bought,. and afterwards exprelly pulled it down 
for this purpoſe. He finiſhed the Galleries co, 
the Baths of Antoninus Caracallas, and adorned 
that whole Work. He firſt brought up the 
Alexandrian Work of Building and Paving with 
wo ſorts of Marble together, the Porphyry and 
the Laced emenian ; with which he adorned 
the Court. He ſet up ſeveral Colofſuſfes in the 
City, faſhioned by the hand of the moſt excel- 
lent Artiſts that he could procure from all 
Parts, He made a great many Medals with 
impreſles of his Portraiture, ſome of fine Braſs, 
but the moſt of Gold. He forbad Wo- 
men of an il} Repute, of what Quality ſoever, 
to come to viſit his Mother or his Wife. He 
made many Harangaes to the People, in places 
about the City, as heretofore the Tribunes and 
the antient Conſuls did, He thrice gave the 
People a Largeſs, and thrice the Soldiers a 
Bounty ; and tothe Bread and the Corn which 
he gave to the People in their Largeſles, he ad- 
ded Portions of Fleſh. 

He brought down the Ule of Money to four 
in the hundred, at the hands of the Money- 
changers, and the Ulurers themſelves. in 
the Senatars in this caſe, he firſt of all had or- 
dered that no Senators ſhould cake Ule, un. 
leſs it was ſome Preſent in the way of ac- 
knowledgment,tor having affiſted a paor Friend 
in his Neceſlity. But afterwards he allowed 
them to take a moiety of the Uſe, which was 
paid to the Uſurers; but then nothing in the 
way of a Preſent at all, He tranflated the 
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Statues of the great Men from all parts of the 
City, into the Forum of Trajen. Paulus and 
Ulpian were in ſingular eſteem with him, and 
the Captains of his Guards ; + the latter had 
been always his Counſellor, and both of them 
Aſſeſſors to Papinian. He had built a Royal 
Structure of his Name, betwixt the Field of 
Mars and the Bars of Agrippe, being one hun- 
dred Foot in. breadth, and ene thouſand in 
length, and ſupported all by Columns ; but 
however, he could not perfe& it,” becauſe he 
was prevented by his Death. He beautified 
extremely the Temples of the Egyptian Det 
ties, 1/s and Sereps, furniſhing them with Ima- 


. ges, and Veſſels of the Marble of Delos, and 


with all the things belonging to the myſtical 
Ceremonies of that Worſhip. He was entire- 
ly aftetionate and pious towards his Mother 
Mammea; inſomuch, that he gave her Name 
to ſome Buildings which he added to the Pa- 
lace at Rome; as alſo to a Royal Manſion, and 
to a Pond which he made at Baie, where they 
do ſtill retain it at this day. In the ſame place 
he built other magnificent Structures, and made 
Ponds of a prodigious greatneſs ( by letting in 
the Sea, when he pleaſed ) in honour of his 0- 
ther reiations- The Bridges of Trajan he re- 
paired almoſt in all places where they were; 
ſome he built New himſelf, but for thole that 
he had repaired, he ſtill continued upon them 
the Name of Trajan. Ll 
| He was ſomenme thinking to appoint unto 
every degree of Men,from Slaves to the higheſt 
Magiſtrates and Officers of all ſorts, a PE 
Rn | Habit, 
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Habit, whereby they ſhould be diſtingaiſh'd ; 
which he ſaid, would: be a Bridle, eſpecially 
upon all the Slaves, and would keep them alſo 
from mixing and confounding themſelves with 


the Free-Peoplez but _— and Paulw did 
not approve of this, becauſe, they ſaid, ic would 
be an occaſion of a great deal of Miſchief, 
ſhould Men be eafily diſpoſed to quarrel. . So 
then he judged it was enough, that the Order 
of the Gentry ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from that 
of the Sznators or — by the quality of 
their Gowns; the latter having their Gowns 


purled with Knaps or Studs. of. purple of a 


larger {12e, and the others with leſs. He per- 
mitted the Senators to wear within the City, 
againſt the Cold and the Rain, the Penla, 
that is, a Hanging Coat, which otherwiſe 1s a 
Veſtment only proper for the Road ; but how- 
ever, he forbad the Dames to uſe the. like ſort 
of Wear, that is, Mantles wichin the City; buc 
upon the Road, they might do, as they pleaſed. 
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He had a greater Command of theEloquence 71: 4r- 
of the Greek Tongue, than of the Latin ; and he #41mmenes 
made no bad Verle. He loved Mulick, and was *” 4**: 


$kill'd in the knowledge of Aſtrology, which was 
taught and publickly profeſſed at Rome by: his 
Command. He was alſo very well verſed in 
the Science of the Soothſayers, both as to the 
Encrails of the Sacrifices, and as to the Flights 
and Notes of Birds 4 inſomuch, that he out- 
did in theſe, the Bi/coyners of Spain, and the 
Aug urs of Pannonia, He was a Geometrician 
he painted admirably, he ſung very well; but 


yet never but in the hearing of his own Do- 
| melticks. 


icks, He writ the Lives of n_—_— Prins 
ces his. predeceſſors in Verfe 3 he p well 
upon:;the Harp, Flute, and Organ ; he.ſoun- 
ded-welb upon: the Trumpet, only he did not 
make this to | after he was Emperor. 
He was the beft at the Exerciſes of the Body 
of any of his time 3. thoſe of Anms he per- 
formed. perfetly well z and how great a Cap- 
tatn he was, his Wars leave us no room to 
doubt, in which ps himſelf fo hap- 
pily, and reaped fo Glory. He was on 
Thrice pleaſed to accept the Conſulate, and 
then he always ſubſtituted others to his place 
with the ficſt opportunity. He was a moſt fe- 
vere Judge againſt Thieves and Robbers; with 
all the rigour imaginable, he condemned them, 
and ſaid, That they were ordinarily the occaſion 
of all the Crimes that were daily committed, and 
that they were the only Plagues and Enemies of 
the State, A certain Clerk once having given 
In a falſe breviate to the Council, he ordered 
him to be cut into the Sinews of his Fingers, 
ſo, as never to be able to write again, and 
then to be baniſhed for ever. He ſet up Co- 
lofſuſſes, and Statues, ſome on foot, and ſome 
on Horſeback, to the honour of the deified 
Emperors in the Forum of Nerva, with Inſcri- 
ptions upon Columns of Braſs containing all 
their memorable Actions, after the. Example 
of the Marble Statues of the great Men, 
and the Elogiums of their Lives, which Age: 
ſts (et up in the Forum that bears his Name. 
He delired to appear to derive the Origine of 
his' Blood from the Romans ; for he _ n 

am 
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hamed to: be called a Syrian ; and was much- 
iffronted by that _—_ the People of An- 


tiocb, Egypt, and Alexandria, when once they 
called him, not only a Syrian, but a High- 
Prieſt, and a' Ruler of the Synagogue, as if 
he was a Few too. | 
Before I give an acconnt of his Arms and his 
Military Expeditions, I will here premife a few 
things touching his particular Life, and his dome- 
ſtick Aﬀairs. He had in his privateOratory with- 
in che Court; that 1s, there were indeed two 
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Otatortes there which he ufed, but this was the His dome- 
chief, and the holieft, the Images of che feve- #1*k De- 
ral deified Emperors of the beſt Note, and che #9": 


greareſt Virtue, together with which he had 
the Images of other pious Souls, whom he te+ 


ſpedted as Gods; and amongſt the reſt, Apol- 


lonivs Thyanzms ; and as a Writer of thoſe times 
alſo fays, CHRIST, Abrabam, Orphews, and 
ſuch others, as likewiſe the Images of his own 
Anceſtors. Hither therefore in the morn- 
ing early, if he had the leifure, he came to 
perform his Devotions. But elſe, if he did 
not do this, he either took the Air in his 
Coach, or went a Fiſhing, or Hunting, or 
Walking, according to the quality of the place. 
Afrer this, if he had time, he beſtowed him- 
ſe for a'good hour, to the care of the pub- 
lick Aﬀairs, which indeed required fo much 
the leſs of his attention, as both the Milita 
and the Civil Aﬀairs were treated among 
his Councellors, who were Men Holy and 
Faithful, and were never to be corrupted for 
Money ; ſo what their Reſolutions finally _ 
unleſs 
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unleſs he had offered ſomething himſelf that 
was New. But yet if neceflity ſo required, 
he was ſet down to Buſineſs in a morning be- 
fore it was day, and continued in it many 
hours, and never thought the time tedious, nor 
retired either more to appearance, pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed, than Wt came; his Countenance 
being always equal, and being of a Soul equal- 
ly contented with every thing that paſſed. He 
was certainly one of a ”= Prudence, which 
was not to be impoſed upon in any thing; 
for though it were attempted with never ſo 
good a Grace, he diſcovered it, and obliged 

the Author to repent of his Labour. | 
After his application to the publick Buſineſs, 
whatever it was, Military or Civil, he imploy- 
ed the. greateſt part of his leiſure to Reading. 
His addi- He read the Greek Books, and amonglt the 
fon to reſt, particularly thoſe of the Commonwealth 
Learning. of Plato. Whea he read in Latin, he delighted 
in nothing more, than the Offices of Cicero, 
and his Books upon the ſame Subje& of a 
Commonwealth. Sometimes he read the O- 
rators and the Poets, and amongſt others par- 
ticularly, Serenws Sammonicws, who was one that 
he had perſonally known, and had much 
loved. He was much pleaſed with the Verſe 
of Horace, He read very much alſs the Lyfe 
of Alexander the (ireat, whom he endeavoured 
to imitate 5 bur 1n whom, he condemned hi 
Drinking, and his Cruelty towards his Friends; | 
if yer thoſe Imputations upon him acre true, 
becauſe there are good Authors that do de- 
fend him, as to the one and the other, to 
| whom 
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rhom this Prince gave a great Credit. Aﬀeer 
Reading, he moderately employed himſelf in 
Exerciſes of the Body, as Wreſtling, Tennis, His beds 


Running, or Fencing. Then he was anointed, © 


and afterwards put himſelf into the Bath, which 
was ſeldom or never a Bath of warm Water, 
bit of the natural Waters of cold Baths, where 
he continued about an hour, Fafting, he drank 
about a Pint and a half of cold Spring-Water. 
Then when he had done with the Bath, he 
took a Breakfaſt upon Bread and Milk, and 
Eggs and Wine. After this, when the hour 
of Dinner was come, he dined. Sometimes 
he deferred to eat til] Supper, but for the moſt 
part he dined. And he was often ſerved with 
the Og lio, which was the great Diſh of Hadrian, 
and which Marins Maximas hath mentioned in 
his account of the Life of that Prince. 

In the Afternoon, he beſtowed himſelf con- 
ſtantly to the reading and ſigning of Letters 
and Orders to one part or other, in which he 
was attended by his Secretaries, and the Ma- 


ſers of the Requeſts; whom, if they could not _ 


conveniently ſtand by reaſon of their indiſpo- 
fition, he permitted to fit down,whilſt the Clerks 
read over to him the things that they had writ, 
to which he added with his own hand what 
he thought convenient, and changed ſome 
Terms for others, that he thought were more 
elegant and more juſt. After theſe were di- 
ſpatched, he admitted the Company of all his 
Friends together, and ſpoke to them all, bue 
he ſaw none of them ever alone, but his Cap- 


tain of the Guards, and particularly Ulpian, 
whom 
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* whom he had always had near him, to give 


him Light in the knowledge that . he Fatetha 
uſtice 


.* of the things that concern Law and 
\ If he admitted any other privately to him, yet 


it was by the introduction of Ulpian. Virgil 
he ſaid, was the Plato of the Poets. He had 
the. Images of him and Cicero, in his ſecond 
or leſſer Oratory, together with that of Achille, 
and others of other great Men. But for that 
of Alexander:the Grear, he had conſecrated him 
amongſt the Gods of his chief Oratory, and 
the beſt Perſons, whom he more eſpecially ho- 
noured there. He never did an Injury toany 
of his Friends, nor to any of the Officers of 
State, or Seryants of his Houſhold. He always 
deferied the Judgment of particular Afﬀeairs to 
the Captains of the Guards, And a Captain 
of the Guards, he ſaid, who hath done any 
thing to deſerve to loſe his place, ought ra- 
ther to be ſecured and arraigned, than to be 
diſmifled. 1f at any time he diſcharged an Ot- 
hcer, he ordered it to be accompanied with a 
Complement, That the State thanked him for bs 
Service. At the ſame time he failed not to 
oratify him 1n that marniner, that he might live 
atterwards a private Life with Credit. He fur- 
niſhed him with Grounds, Oxen, Horſes, Corn, 
Iron, Materials to build himſelf a Houle, and 


Marble to adorn 1t, and Labourers to afliſt 
bim ; Silver or Gold he ſeldom. gave co any, 
unleſs 1t was to the Soldiers, ſaying, It would 
be 8 Crime in him, who was the publick Steward 
of the People, to employ that is ſuperfluities, 
wpen the Pleaſures of himſelf or others, which tht 
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Provinces. bad contributed to ſerve 3he Neceſſities 
of the State. 


| He remitted the City of. Rewe the Duties Hi! Kind: 
which upon certain accounts they were to:pay e/# to rhe 
into the Exchequer, and particularly the Dury —S, of 


which they were to pay to him, according to 
Cuſtom, upon.the occaſion of his elevation to 
the Empire. He conſtituted fourteen Cura- 
tors to the ſeveral Quarters of the -City, out 
of the Perſons of the Conſular Order, whom, 
together 'with the Governour of the City, he 
ordered to take the Cognizance of the Civil 
Cauſes, in ſuch fort, that all of them, - or the 
greater part, ſhould be preſent, when any thing 
was to be done. He diſtributed ai} the 'Vint- 
ners, Vicuallers, Regraters, Hofters, and gene- 
rally the Perſons of all Crafts, into Companies 
and Corporations, to whom he appointed Go- 
vernours and Officers to judge in the Diſpat- 
ches that might ariſe amongſt them in the 
Matter of their ſeveral Crafts and Profeflions. 
He never gave tothe Players thoſe' Gratuities 
which other Emperors have done. He made 
a difficulty to pay them their Salaries, and he 
took away from them the rich Cloaths which 
had been given them by Helzogabalns. His 
band of -Archers or Penſioners, who were a 
Guard ufed for Pomp and Shew, more than 
for Service, he cloathed, not with rich, but yer 
proper and convenient Habits, without ſpper- 
fluity ; nor were his Standards or other Royal 
Habiliments rich ; ſaying, It was not for @ Prince 
to ſeek 'bus efteem in fine Cloaths, but to recom- 
mend bis Reign by Attions of Virtue and ns 

| $ 
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As for himſelf, he wore the coarſe ſhagged 
Coats of the Emperor Septimius Severe, and 
Waſtcoats all plain, wich no other embroidery 
of 'Gold at them, and only a fingle Border of 


purple. | | 
In his publick Entertainments, he knew not 


tion of his what it was to be ſerved in Veſſels of Gold. 


public En- 


cert anmm- 
ments. 


His Cups were ordinary, but always very neat. 
All the Silver-ſervice of his Table, never ex- 
ceeded the quantity of two hundred Pound in 
weight. The Dwarfs of either Sex; the Je- 
ſters,' the Singers; the Actors, the Mimicks, 
that had before retained to the Court, he gave 
away amongſt the People. And for ſuch of 
them as were of no uſe, he ordered them to 
be (ſent to places, where they were maintain- 
ed at the publick Expence, becauſe they ſhould 
not be troubleſyme in the way of Beggars. 
The Eunuchs whom Heliogabaius had made 
his great Companions in Lewdneſs, and had 
promoted them to high Offices, he diſtributed 


amongſt his Miniſters, with this Order, that it J* 


for the future they did not return to good Man- 
ners, it ſhould be lawful for them to put chem 
eo death without attending the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate. Women of a Licentious Life, of 
whom he had heard that the number was prodr 
gious, he ordered to be fold, and' the Burda» 
thes baniſhed, with whom that Peſt Helug abo- 
las had taken his infamous, and abominable 


to h 
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am 


Pleaſures. Not a Servant in his time at a pub- [vr 


lick Banquet appeared in a Coat embroidered 


wich Gold. To his private Table, he admitted 


ether Ulpian, or ſome other Learned Men, 
whoſe 


ecir 
of hi 
| ha 
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whoſe Converſation, he ſaid, was not only a 
Pleaſure to him, but it was Food to his Mind. 
At other times, when he eat alone, he had a 
Book with him upon the Table, where he read, 
and generally i6 was ſome Greek Book, though 
he read alſo in the Latin Poets. His publick 
Banguets were performed with the ſame fim- 
plicity as his private Repaſts; and no diffe- 
rence bur in the greater Number of the Tas. 
dles, and the Company ; which ſometime be- 
ing exceflive, it rather offended him ; ſaying, 
I was like Dining in a Play-bouſe, or inthe Cirque. 
He took no pleaſure to hear the Orators 
recite Panegyricks, or the Poets Verſes in his 
own Praiſe; ſaying as Peſcennivs Niger had 
done, That it was an idle thing, But Orations 
or Verſes upon the Praile of the great Men 
amongſt the Antients, he heard treely, and 
was very well pleaſed, when either they had 


Alexander the Great for their ſubje&t, or ſome 1; 
of the excellence Emperors his Predeceſſors, or ſped for 


of the virtuous Perſonages of Rome in the an- Alexinder 
the Great. 


nent times. He ofcen went to hear the Rhe- 
toricians, and the Greek and Latin Poets in the 
publick Schools upon ſuch Subjets. He loved 
to hear alſo the eloquent Plcadings of the Ad- 
vocates at Law, whether before himſelf, or 
before the Governour of the City, It was very 
zprecable to him to preſide at the publick 
ames ; particularly thoſe that are in the Ho- 
nour of Alexander the Great. He delired to be 
etired ordinarily after Dinner, and in the hour 
f his Levee. He never ſaw Perſons alone, as 
| have ſaid, and 1t was _ this reaſon, becaule 
E he 
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he had found, that they, to whom he had 
ſometime granted that favour , had miſre- 
preſented their Converſation with him to the 
World. Particularly Vetronixs Turinus , was 
one, who had very much abuſed the Familia- 
rity, Which he had treated him with. He 
diſhonour'd the Empire of Alexander, as of a 
Man, that was fo ſtupid and ſo impertinent, 
that he governed him which way he pleaſed, 
and made him believe whatever he would; 
and this he pretended to make all the World 
believe, in order only to advance the Credit 
of his Intereſt, and fo to Cheat them by the 
means out of their Money. But at laſt 4- 
lexander ſurpriſed him with this Artifice. He 
ſent a Perſon to addreſs himſelf to him pub- 
lickly for ſome thing 3 but afterwards to take 
him aſide, and to pray him to ſpeak ſecretly in 
his favour : who promiſed him that he would 
and afterwards a him, that he had done 
his Buſineſs to the Emperor, when really he 
had not ſpoken one word to him about it, and 
ating the ſame falſe part over again a ſecond 
time, and all the while exacting and receiving 
great recompences for his Services. The Em- 
peror, who was made acquainted with all that 
had paſſed, cauſed him to be accuſed and pro- 
ſecuted ; and proving to him before all the 
World, upon Evidence, what Sums he had re- 
ceived, and what empty Promiſes, and falſe 


Reports he had made to his Client co Cheat |, 
him out of the ſame, he Condemned him to, 
dye, and the manner of his Execution to be[: 


thus; that he ſhould be tied to a Stake, and W 
there 


DTTC WWW Ws TED RT 


Vol.I. Emperor Aurel. Alexand, Severus. 


there be quite ſmoaked to death with green 
Wood and Stubble; the Common Cryer in 
the mean time Proclaiming his Words were 
Smoak, and ſo he dies with Smoak. For this 
was not the only Fa& of the kind chat he had 
committed. The Emperor for fear of ap- 
pearing Cruel, had made a particular ſcrutiny 
nto his Life before he Condemned him ; and 
found that he often had received Money of 
doth fides in Cauſes, whereof he undertook 
the Proteion ; and 'had fold the Events of 
things, in which he had had no part, and 
taken Money of all, who had been admicted 
to the Offices of Prztors, or other con{tderable 
Charges 1n the State. 

With a great Recinue did this Emperor ofcen 
2oto the Publick Shews; but he was extremely 
ſparing of his Liberality to the Actors, and 
laid, That thoſe Publick Charioteers, and Hunt[men 
of the Cirque, and the Players of the Stage, oug bt 
10 be ſo cmtertained, as we do the Servants, Humt/- 
men, Coachmen, and eſters of our pryvvate Familtes. 
In his Repaſts he was neither Sumpruous, nor 
too Frugal : his Table was neither ſplendid nor 
mean ; but very proper without any ſuperfluny. 
His Carpets, ſometimes trimmed with Studs of 
Purple or Scarlet ; but never of Cloth of Gold; 
3s Hel:ogabalus trad uſed ; and as ſome ſay be- 
fore him, it had been uſed by the Emperor 
Hadrian, In a word, his Tabte was ſerved al- 


ways with great moderation. He imdulged 
imſelf the moſt in Fruit. He eat very hear- 
ily, and fo did he alſo drink; but without ex- 
(s. He waſhed always in cold Water, and 
Es 4 m 
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in the Summer he drank of the Wine of the 
infufion of Roſes ; which was the only thing 
that he had retained, of all the fine Wines and 
Methods of the invention of Heliogabalmw. 

It is obſervable, that he was every day ſerved 
at his Table with a Hare. Now there is an 
aſual ſaying with ſome, that Eating of Hare 
will make one Fair for ſeven days following ; as 
it 15 ſignified in that Epigram of Martial which 
he writes to a Lady, whom he calls Gella; 
who, always, (he ſays) when ſhe ſent him a 
Hare, told him, how Fair it would make him 
for ſo many days. To which he replies very 
ſeverely again upon her ; That if it was true, 
what ſhe ſaid, certainly ſhe bad never eaten of a 
Hare m ber life. (Lib. 5+ Ep. 30.) So from this 
vulgar conceit, a Poet in the time of Alexan- 
der Severus took occaſion to ſay,in two or three 
Verſes, That as be was & Syrian born, it would 
be a Miracle to ſee bim ſo Fair and ſo Handſom 
as be was, if be did not eat Veniſon and Hart 
continually to make bim ſo. The Emperor being 
cold of this by ſome of his Friends, it is ſaid, 
That he returned this anſwer ; That ſo ſorry 8 
Poet was welcome ts think him Handſome from 
any thing. But be only wiſhd bim ts eat upon 
nothing but Hare, till it bad done as much for 
him ; and then be would envy no body. 

After the laſt ſervice, he drank once to the 


Health of his Friends, and the honour of theſis it 
memory of Alexander the Great. Women hel bet 


uſed moderately ; and as for the diſhoneſt A- 

mours of the other Sex, he was ſo free fro 

them, that as I have already ſaid, he was ſom: 
tions 
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time thinking to intirely prohibit them by 
a Law. He eſtabliſhed publick Magazines 
in all the Quarters of the City of Rome ; whi- 
ther thoſe, who had not Conveniencies of 
their own to lodge their Proviſions, might car- 
ry them, and have them lodged there with ſafe- 
ty. He added Publick Baths to all the Quar- 
ters of the City, where before they were want- 
ing 3 many of which retain his name at this 
day. He built very good Houſes to give them 
to his Friends ; eſpecially ſuch as had lived al- 
ways without reproach. He moderated the pub- 
lick Impoſitions, ſo that he brought them down 
to the thirtieth part of what they were under 
Heliogabalus., To which purpoſe he founded a 
new Coin of the value of the third part of an 
Aureus, that is a Crown of Gold; and could 


3 | he have moderated che Impolitions ſhll more, 


he 


he would have founded another new Coin of 
a Quarter Crown : but when he found that 
the publick Neceſlities of the State could nor 
admit a Fall fo low, he let that matter alone. 
The large Gold Coins of the value of two, 
three, four, ten, fifry, and ſome a hundred 
Aurei a piece, which Heliogabalus had founded, 
he ordered to be ſuppreſſed, and melted as 
Coins which particularly had this inconvent- 
ence with them, they put the Emperor upon 
occaſions of laviſhing away more money than 
otherwiſe he would. Becauſe when his money 
is in leſſer pieces, he can moderate his Bounty 


heſ better as he pleaſes. 
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He ſeldom wore Silks, and Velvets never ; 
nor allowed them to any in their Salaries ; nor 
gave them in Preſents. He envied the Riches 
of none. Heaided the Poor ; eſpecially Gen- 
tlemen that he ſaw were really decayed, and 
yer had not brought their misfortune upon 
themſelves by their Luxury, he always be- 
triended as much as he could : giving them 
Grounds, Servants, Cattle, and Urtenlals for 
Tiilage. He viewed all the Habits himlelt 
that he gave away to others, and often weighed 
his Gold and his Silver. He gave to the Sol- 
diers Shooes, Boots, Breeches, Coats and 
Cloaks. The Alexandrian Purple which is fo 
exquilite, is ſo called at this day from him ; be- 
cauſe it was his Dier that invented it. Not 
that Alexander uſed it neither at all himſelf ; 
but ic was a fine Wear for the Ladies, and he 
obliged them to pay well for it. He often uſed 
a Cloak of Scarlet ; but yet in Rome, and in 
the Cities of Italy, he was always in a Gown, 
He never put on the Pretexts, nor the Togy 
Pita, that is, Robes of State ſo called, but 
when he was Conſul ; and then they were the 
common Robes which are JOnAig for the 
purpole in the Temple of Fupiter. Only, 
when he Sacrificed in the qualicy of the So- 
veraign Pontiff,, then he put on alſo the Pre- 
texta, He loved plain Linen, without Em- 
broiderv, with either Purple or Gold. . Far 
the Purple, he ſaid, did but make it roughj 
whereas the excellency of Linen 1s it ſmooth 
1:els: and the Gold madeit worle, that 1s ſtiff 
His Stockins were always either Linen , or 


Woollen ; 


Vol.I. Emperor Aurel. Alexand. Severus. 


Woollen; and his Breeches White,not Scarlet ; 
contrary to the Cuſtom of the Emperors be- 

fore him, whoſe Mode had been Scarlet. 
The Jewels and the Pretious Stones that he 
had,he fold ; and put the money into the Trea- 
fury ; ſaying, it was not for Men, to wear Jew- 
els. He obliged the Princefles Royal to con- 
tent themſelves with one String of Pearl ; ſome 
Pendants for the Ears, one Necklace of Pearl, 
one Coronet, when they afliſted at the Sacri- 
fices, or Sacrificed themſelves; one Gown,Em- 
broider'd with Gold, and one Petticoat with 
not above ſix Ounces of Goid, He did him- 
ſelf the Office of a Cenſor, upon the Man- 
ners of the Age. The Great Men imitated 
him, and the Ladies of Quality followed the 
example of his Wife. He diminiſhed the num- 
ber of the Officers of his Houſhold : in which 
he made ſuch a Reform, that he retained no 
more Servants in any of the Offices than ne- 
ceflity required. And therefore becauſe his 
Servants were few, and his whole Service of 
Silver that he had, was not above two hun- 
dred pound weight, when ever he made any 
publick Banquet, he borrowed both Plate and 
Servants of his Friends He never admitted 
the Diverſions of the Stage-Players at his Ban- 
quets. He diverted himſelf the moſt in the 
Aviaries, that he had built in the Court. 
Where he had Peacocks, Feaſants, Pullets, 
Ducks, Partridges, and Pidgeons. Of the 
latter particularly, it is ſaid, that he had to the 
number of twenty thouſand. And becauſe 
their Feeding ſhould not be a burden upon 
Ee 4 ths 
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the Publich Stores, he had Servants that main- 

tain'd them out of the Profit that aroſe from 

the Eggs, and the young that they produced. 

He often Bathed, both in his own Baths, and 

12 thoſe of the Antients, in Company with the 

People, eſpecially in the Summer, returning 

from thence to the Palace in his bathing 

Habit, with only a Scarlet Cloak thrown 

over him, to mark his Dignity. His Run- 

ning Footmen were always ſome of this 
Slaves : ſaying, a Freeman ought never to 

Run, but in the Sacred Games. His Cooks, 

His Or- Fiſhermen, Fullers, and Bagnio-men, were 
derivg of always allo Slaves ; into whole places, as they 
hrs Ser- fell, he bought others. There werein all ſeven 
ny of. Phyſicians to the Court under his Reign: 
my the chief of whom received a more extraordi- 
ry allowance. When he appointed any Per- 

fons to the Prefidentſhips of the Provinces, 

he furmiſhed them according to the Antienc 
Cuſtom, as Cicero calls it in his time, with 

Money and Neceſlarjes, that is, a Preſident of 

a Province received in Silver twenty pound 

weight, eight Mules, a couple of Horſes, ewo 
Gowns, one wearing Suit, one bathing Suit, 

2 hundred pieces of Gold, one Cook, one 
Coachman ; and if he had never a Wife, he 

was allowed one Concubine : but then at his 

return he was obliged to reſtore again all the 

Mules and the Horſes ; and the Coachman 

and the Cook, rctaining the reſt, if he had 
comported himlſeit well. But if ill, he was 

vbliged to reſtore fourfold ; belides the Con- 
{:quence of bzing Condemned for D_ 

ing 
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ling the Publick Goods and Money, and for 
cheating the State ; and in Actions alſo of 
Recovery, on the part of the particular Per- 
ſons, by him unjuſtly uſed. 

The Laws, that he made, are infinite. He 
permitted all the Senators to have their Chari - 


ots, and their Coaches at Rome, filvered over ; 


believing 1t to be for the Honour of the Ro- 
wan Name, that the Senators of ſo great a 
City ſhould appear abroad in ſuch Equipages. 
The Conſuls, the whole year round, whether 
the two firſt appointed upon the Calends of 
Fanuary, whole names were entred upon the 
Records: or the others, the ſecondary ones, 
who were appointed every two Months after- 
wards, were all Nominated and Created by 
him, with the Advice of the Senate, He re- 
gulated their Expenſes; and revived and Re- 
eſtabliſhed the days for their Elections, every 
two Months, in due Order. He ordered that the 
Quzſtars, at their entrance into their Offices, 
ſhould make the accuſtomed Preſents to the 
People, at their own Expence ; and that after 


their Quzſtorſhips, they ſhould be raiſed to be 


Prztors, and in Conſequence togo to Admini- 
nifter the Government of the Provinces. He 
ſuffered the Officers who had the Guard of the 
Coffers of the Treaſury, to be furniſhed with 
Mony to make their Publick Shews to the 
People out of the ſaid Coffers ; but this was to be 
done however with great management. He had 
it ſometime in his thoughts, ſo to diſpoſe thoſe 


- | Publick Shews throughout the whole year, that 


the People ſhould be -entertained with them 
Once 
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once in every thirty days. But why he did 
not doit, is a thing that remains under the ob- 
ſcurity of ſilence. Upon the ſeventh day of 
the Week, it he was in Town, he went al- 
ways for his Devotions to the Capitol. At 
other times he went often to the other Tem- 
ples. He was willing to have buile a Temple 
unto Chriſt; and had a delign to receive him 
into the number of the Gods, as it was alſo 
ſometime in the thoughts of Hadrian, it is ſaid, 
to do ; who had exprelly order'd, in all Cities, 
Temples to be built without Images ; which 
at this day being lefe unfiniſhed and uncon- 
ſecrated are called the Temples of Hadrian : 
who had however diſpoſed them for this pur- 
poſe: but then he was hindred from procee- 
ding any further by thoſe who having con- 
ſulced the Afﬀairs of Religion had found, that 
all the World would turn Chriſtian,if this thing 
was once luffered, and the: other Temples 
would be deſerted. | 

He made very pleaſant Railleries; and was 
of an agreeable Converſation ; afd he was 
kind and gracious. in his Entertainments ; in 
which i was permitted to ask him, whatever 
one would. He was intent upon the amaſling 
of Money, Prudent in preſerving it 3 and In- 
genious to firtd it where it was ; but however 
without doing a prejudice to any. He would 
not be ſaid to be a Syria 3 but boaſted himſelf 
to be Originally a Reman, by thoſe from whom 
he had the Honour to Deſcend; and whoſe 
Genealogy he drew, in which he ſhews, that 


his Family was Delcended trom the _— 
0 
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To the Rhetoricians, Grammarians, Phyfici- 
ans, Soothſayers, Aſtrologers, Geometricians, 
and Architects, he appointed Salaries, and Pub- 
lick Schools to Teach in;-and ſent them Scho- 
lars, that 15s, Children of a free condition, but of 
little or no Fortunes 3 for whoſe Education he 
allowed them himſelf. He deferred a great 
deal alſo in the Provinces to the Advocates at 
Law, and where he hath found, that they 
have Pleaded Gratis, which. a great many did, 
he encouraged them, and gratified them. He 
confirmed the Laws trom year to year, and 
carefully kept them in his own Perſon. He 
went often to take the Divertiſement of the 
Stage, and had defigned to repair the Theatre 
of Marcellas, Tec leveral Cities, that had been 
defaced by Earthquakes, he allowed Money 
out of the Taxes towards the Rebuilding of 
their Publick and Private Edifices. He ne- 
ver employed but very little Silver upon the 
Temples, and not one Leaf of Gold; having 
always 10 his Mouth that Verſe of Perfivs, 


In Sacris quid facit Aurum? | 


That is, What ſhould Gold do in ſacred mat- 
ters 2 

I come now to ſpeak of his Expeditions of 
War ; which I ſhall do in their order : And in 
the firſt place I ſhall obſerve what his Cuſtom 
was, as to theſe, for things, that were to be 
held in filence, and others that he diſcover'd. 
He never diſcovered the ſecret Delzgn ; 
but yet the day that he was to march up- 
on, was two Months before Proclaimed —— il 

u 
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Publick Edi in theſe words ; Upon ſuch @ Day, 
and ſuch an hour I ſhall depart from thus City ; 
and by the help of the Gods I \hall march the firſt 
day to ſuch a place; and ſo he told his ſeveral 
Stations and Encampments in order; and 
marked the places, where he was to receive in 
Proviſions, ' as far as till he arrived upon the 
Frontiers of the Country of the Barbarians : 
for from thence all things were huſhed, and 
all marched without the Barbarians being able 
to know the de(ign of the Roman Army. Itis 
certain, that he never was deceived in any 
defign that he propoſed ; becauſe his Counſel; 
were never fold by his Courtiers ; as all things 
under Heljogsbalus had been by the Eunuchs; 
who are a ſort of Creatures that will be always 
Prying into all the Secrets of the Court, to 
theend to appear to be the only Perſons from 


whom nothing is hid ; that they may obtain J' 


by that means what they deſire ; whether it 
15 to ſatisfe their Vanity, or their Avarice. In 
the mean time, in his Choice of Perſons to 
be either Governors, or Procurators, or Con- 
trollers, or other great Officers in the Pro- 
vince, he firſt propoſed their names to the 
People ; and defired them, that if they knew 
any Crime of which they ſuſpe&ted and char. 
ged any of thoſe Perſons to be guilty, he ſhould 
be put to juſtifhe himſelf by certain Proofs; or 
otherwiſe anſwer for it, with his Head. For 
it was not a thing fit, he ſaid, That the Chrs- 
ſtians and the Jews ſhould do thus for the recom- 
mendation of their Priefts, that are propoſed to be 
Ordained; and that it ſhould not be done a p 
fre 
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the Governours of Provinces, unto whom are 
committed the Fortanes and the Lives of ſo many 
Men. 

He appointed Salaries to thoſe that ate cal- 
led Aﬀſſeſſours ; attending upon the Governors 
of the Provinces : but yet he often ſaid, That 
ſuch Perſons eſpecially ougbt to be promoted to the 
Government of the Provinces, who know how to 
Govern by themſelves, and not by Aſſeſſours : ad- 
ding, that the Men of the Sword have their Ad- 
miniſtrations proper to them ; and the Men of Let- 
ters theirs ; and ſo every one oug bt to att according 
to the knowledge that be hath. Treaſure that 
had been hidden and was found, he gave a- 
way amongſt ſuch as had found it : only if it 
was very much, he added ſome of his Cour- 
tiers to them. He took their names down 
in Writing, and refreſhed his memory there- 
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with upon any occaſion, to whom he ever His pru- 
gave any thing : and if he knew ſome, that dent Li- 
had askt him nothing, or very little, whereby #%era/19+ 


to augment their Fortunes, he ſpoke to them 
and aid, What «x the matter, that you ack me 
for nothing ? Do you intend to make me your 
Debtour ? Aik me, for fear I (ſhould be reduced 
to be a private Man again, and. then you ſhould 


complain of me. What he beſtowed by way ot 


Gifts, were Eſtates of Maletactors Condemned, 
excepting the Gold, Silver, and Jewels ; tor 
all that was remitted into the Cofters of the Ex- 
chequer. Then he diſpoſed of the Offices in the 
Army, and the Governments of the Provin- 
ces, and other Civil Offices in the Provin- 
ces: where he changed his Receivers from 
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time to time. Not one of them accompliſh'd 
' a full year; indeed he hated them, though they 
might be Men of Honeſty too ; becauſe, he 
ſaid, They were Neceſſary Ewvils. As for the I" 
Preſidents, Proconſuls, and Generals, he ne- h 
ver made thoſe by Favour, or with the fingle 
deſign to enrich them : but he made them e1- 
ther by the Judgment of the Senate, or the 
ſt of his own. 
His Cars Hediſpoſed his Armies in the time of an Ex- hl 
- bis Sol- edition, ſo that they received their Proviſions [n 
—_ in the places where they rendevouz'd ; without 
carrying with them Subſiſtance for more than 
{ſeventeen days; unleſs it was in the Country de 
of the Enemy, and there he alſo afhifted them I 
wich Mules and Camels; ſaying, That he 4e- bur 
fired to look more after hus Men, than him:ſelf ; bes aft 
cauſe the Publick Safety was in them. He v1 the 
lited them (when Sick) in their Tents; even 
thoſe of the loweſt Ranks ; and cauſed them Hc 
to be carried upon Waggons, and to be ſup- 
plyed with all forts of Necetſaries. But it they he 
were too Sick to Travel, he recommended them he 
to the care of the good Houlekeepers, and the 
virtuous Women in. the Cities and the Villages, 
where he paſſed ; to whom he paid the Charges 
of their looking atter, whether they recavered 
or died, wh 
Story of Ovmius Camillas, a Senatour of an Antient 
Camillus. Family, had once the Vanity, being conceited Wh 
on that account, to think of Revolting, and 
ſetting up himſelf to be Emperor. Which 
being Diſcovered, and certainly Proved to A- alto 
lexander Severns , he ſznt tor him to the Court, 
Teiling 
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Telling him, That be gave bim Thanks, that 
he was ſo willing 10 take pon him the Care of 
the Empire; how contrary ſoever it was to the Sen- 
timents of others, that yet were good Men. So 
he took him with him to the Senate, and cal- 
led him his Colleague. In the mean time Ca- 
miles was in the greateſt Confuſion and Re- 
morſe of Conſcience. He received him af- 
rerwards into the Court; and admitted him to 
his Table, and Habited him with the ſame 
Imperial Ornaments, or better than his own. 
; | Then the War againſt the Perſians being de- 
| fclared, he askedhim if he would go toit and 
bear hinn Company. They began their march 
rogether on Foot; Severw, earneſtly inviting 
him to bear the Fatigue with Patience. But 
aer five Miles walking, Camilla tired; and 
then Severzs ordered him a Horſe. Afﬀtertwo 
days more march, he was tired again with his 
Horſe; and then Severw put him upon a Car- 
riage.z but yet neither did this make him ea- 
fe ; but whether it was with Fear, or that 
he truly defired no more of the Glory that 
attended thoſe Travels; he Abdicated the Em- 
vire with all his Heart, and would rather have 
died than continued in it. Then Severas dil. 
miſſed him, and ſent him under a Guard, 
whom he deſired to take a care of him, Home, 
to his own Houſe in the Country 1n ſafety ; 
where he afterwards lived a long time ; bur 
was at laſt killed by the Soldiers, but yet with- 
out the Command of the Emperor, who had 
altogether gained. his Heart, and had treated 
him with ſo much Humanity. I1 know very 
well, 
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well, that this hath been thought amongſt the 
Vulgar to have been the Action of the Em- 
peror Trajas. But ſince neither Marixe Maxi- 
»zu hath taken any notice of 1t, nor Fabizs 
Marcellinus, nor Aurelits Verus, nor Statins 
Valens, who have all of them written the Life 
of that Prince : And on the contrary, fince 
Septimins, Acholins, and Encolpim, who have 
written the Life of Alexander Severw, and all 
others that ſpeak of him, have remarked this 
Action to be his ; I hope that the Authority 
upon which I alſo do fo, will appear to be of 
more Weight and Credit ; than vulgar Fame, 
and any common Rumour of the People. 
He never ſuftered Offices, to which belong'd 
Power of Life and Death, to be fold : ſaying, 
He that Buyes, muſt neceſſarily Sell again in hx 
turn, But I will bave no Merchandiſe made of 
the Powers of that Nature; ſhould I ſuffer them, 
it would not be in my power to Condemn them. 
For I ſhould be aſhamed to puniſh a Man that Sell; 
as be Buyes, to make up bus Accounts, He made 
Ordinances touching the College of the Chief 
Prieſts, the Commiſlion of the Luindecinroiri, 
or fifteen Prieſts for Religious Aﬀairs, and the 
College of the Augurs ; which merited to be 
received in the Senate. The Chriians having 
otten into the Poſſeffion of a certain Publick 
Place for the Exerciſe of their Religion, and 
on the contrary the Company of the Cooks 
and ViRuallers claiming the ſame, and pre- 
tending that it of right belonged to them; he 
decided the matter betwixt them by his Re- 


{cript in theſe words; It # better rather than to 
leave 
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leave a place to the Cooks, to pive it to Men that 
will Honour God in it, let it be in any manner 
whatſoever. 


With theſe great Qualities therefore both for 


Peace and War, this Emperor entred upon an per(n 
Expedition againſt Perſia ; in which he Com- Expediri- 
ported himſelf with that Diſcipline, and that on. 


con{1deration for the Dignity of the Empire, 
that it was ſaid, they were more like ſo many 
Senators, than Soldiers that he brought with 
him. Where-ever the Legions marched, the 
Trnibunes, the Centurions, the Soldiers were 
ſo quiet, ſo modeſt, and ſo belov'd for their 
Diſcretion ; and then the Preſence of their 
Prince was accompanied with ſo many excel- 
knt Qualities ; that the People of the Pro- 
vinces confidered him as a God. And cer- 
tainly the Soldiers loved him, as 1f he was their 
Brother or their Son ; and infinitely reſpeRed 
him as their Parent. They were handſomely 
Cloathed, and nobly Armed : their Cavalry 
well mounted, and compleatly Furniſhed and 
Capariſoned : ſo that to ſee the Army of .4- 
lexander Severns, 1t was enough to give one an 
leda of the Grandeur of the Roman Empire. 
He particularly, with all his Power, endea- 
voured to appear worthy of the naine that 
he carried, and which is more, to ſurpaſs the 
Macedonian of the (ame: and fſa1d, That there 
cup bt to be a preat difference betwixt Alexander 
f Rome, ans Alexander of Macedon. He had 
Companies in his Army, as that Macedonian 
had, that were a'!med with Shields ot Silver, 
and Shields oi Guld. He made a Phalanx, con- 
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ſiting of thirty thouſand Men , whom he 
called by the - name of his Phalazgieres ; by 
whole means he did a great many Nable Ex- 
ploits in Perſia, This Phalaux was compoſed 
of Six Legions, who were all equally well 
armed, and for their great Services judged 
worthy to be all at double Pay after the end | 
of the War of Perſis. 
The Royal Preſents, which were made him, || t 
he beſtowed upon the Temples ; but Jewels Ft 
he ſold : becauſe he thought ut was an Efftemi- || d 
nate thing to keep Jewels; which are neither Þ h 
fic to be given amongſt the Soldiers, nor to fp 
be worn by a Man of Bravery. An Embaſla- | 
dour having preſented his Wife, the Empreſs, || « 
by him, with ewo Unions of a great Weight, | 4 
and an extraordinary Size, he ordered them ta | al 
be ſold; but there was no body to be found to |» 
come up to the Price. And for fear that they [ha 
ſhould draw trom the Empreſs herſelf, an il} Jt 
Example, if ſhe uſed a thing that was not to f] the 
be Purchaſed, he Dedicated them to ſervefſitor 
for Pendants to the Ears of a Statue of Vena, co: 
His Prote&our in his Minority was Ulpien; to for 
whom his Mother Mammes was at firſt averſe; tio! 
bat akterwards ſhe thanked him, when ſhe [put 
ſaw that her Son had attained to be ſo great] | 
an Emperor, by tollowing eſpecially his Coun- [ma 
fels, in the Government of himſelf and the [wh 
State. And yet Uipian laboured under the ill fcaſt 
will of the Soldiers; and but that the Em: ſhe 
peror defended him, certainly they would of fake 
ten have murdered him in his Preſence. Injco 
all his Marches, and all his ANT - " ſup 
nc 
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- E dined and ſupped in Publick, with his Tents 
; £ open for all the Soldiers to ſee him, which 


pleaſed chem well. He eat the common Fs ftri@ 
Ammunition Bread, and made the Round in £2yc:p'nre 


| 
t & every Quarter, and ſuffered no one whatſo- 
1 | ever to be abſent from his Colours. If in 
| | Marching any one had but ſtepped aſide to 
take the leaſt thing from the Inhabitants of 
1, | the Country, where-ever it was, he was et- 
s & ther beaten with Rods in his preſence, or con- 
i- | demned in a Mul&; or if his Quality had ſet 
xr | him above this, he reprimanded him himſelf 
o {| publickly, to make him aſhamed, and laid, 
2- | Would you be willing that ths ſhould bawe been 
&, | dove wpor your own Eftate, which you do to ano- 
it, | iber's ? It was a great Expreflion with him at 
o | all trtnes, Do not that to another, which you would 
to | wt that another ſhould do to you ; whether he 
y [had heard it from the Fews or from the Chci- 
il [ttans, he retamed it well, and it was altoge- 
to [ther conformable to his Sentiments. There- 
ve fore he ordered it to be proclaimed by the 
«, common Cryer, when he correted any Per- 
tofilon. He loved it fo, that he made Inſcrip- 
&; tions of it upon his own Palace, and upon the 
he Ipublick Works. 
at] Having been told onee that a poor old Wo- 
n- [man had been outragioutly injured by a Soldier, 
he Imho -was by Trade a Carpenter, he not only 
il Icaſhiered him the Army, but gave him to be 
n- Ithe Woman's Slave, co maintain her ever 
ok [after, by his Labour. And chough the Soldiers 
In complained of this, he perſuaded them all to 
he [ſupport with patience ſuch an Example of Mt1- 
ed Ft 2 litary 
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litary Diſcipline, and at the ſame time he made 
them to fear him. His Reign was without 
Blood in this Senſe, thac_he ſpile not the Blood 
of any one of the Senators, as the Grecian Ht 
ſtorian Herodian hath obſerved; but yet he 
ſhewed a great deal of ſharpneſs, and of ſeve- 
rity in his Reign ; and eſpecially, he was fo 
rigorous upon the Soldters, that he often dif- 
carded entire Legions of them at a time ; ne- 
ver fearing the Mutineers of his Army, be- 
cauſe he knew that they could ſay nothing a- 
gainſt his Life, nor could reproach him, that 
the Tribunes or the Captains under his Au- 
thoricy, had ever retained any thing ot their 
Pay from them. And when a Soldier #« 
well cloathed and armed, bis Belly fuil, and ſome- 
thing in bis Purſe, then, he ſaid, it « that be the 
moſt fears you; for it is Neceſſity that reduces 
Soldiers to all ſorts of Deſpair. In fine, he or- 
dered the Officers of the Army to be waited 
upon by none but Soldiers, whole Number was 
linited ; that 15, he ordered, that there ſhould 
be four Soldiers to march always before a Tri- 
bunc, fix betore a Commander, and ten be- 
tore a General. 

Now to the end to ſhew you his Severity, 
and how he carried himlelt in his Aﬀairs with 
his Soldiers, it will be convenient to give you 
one of of his Harangues that he made to them, 
When he was come to the City of Antioch, 


and had been told one day, that fome of the | 
Soldiers had put themſelves into che Baths there 
with the Women of Pleaſure, he ordered them 
all to be taken, and Jaid in Irons. This be- 
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ng known to the Legion unto which thoſe 
Soldiers belonged, they were all immediately 
in a Mutiny. He called a Council of War, 
2nd the Priſoners being all brought before him, 
ind all the other Soldiers ſtanding round about 
him in their Arms, he ſpoke thus ; 


My Fellow Soldiers, 
Hope, you will be eafily perſuaded to diſallow 


with me, the things that have been commit- 
ted by ſome of your Comrades. For the Diſcipline 
of our Anceſtors w what muſt neceſſarily take 
place bere, if we would preſerve the State. For 
when once that Diſcipline zs loſt, then adieu to 
the Glory of the Roman Name, and the Roman 
Empire. Nor u it to be ſuffered, that Men ſhould 
take the ſame Liberties in my Reign, which late- 
ly they did under the Debaucheries which were 
commuted in the time of the impure Hclioga- 
balus. Shall the Roman Soldiers, your Comrades, 
and my Fellow-Companions in Arms and War, 
Drink, Bath, Whore, and live in all the ſoft and 
luxurious ways of the Greeks, and ſhall I endure 
this long, and taoſe there, ſhall I not puniſh them ? 


With this the Tumult increaſed, and they 
ſet up a Clamour againſt him. But he wenc 
on and ſaid; 


Nay, keep your Clamours to terrifie y:ur Enemy 
in the Field, and beſtow them not in vain upon 
owr Emperor, Certainly your Maſters who firſt 
taught you Arms, have told you, that you are to 
ery out ſo againſt the Sarmatians, the Germans, 
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the Perſians your Enemies, and not againſs him 
who out of the Contributions of the Provinces feed; 
y0u, and gives you Cloaths, and gives you your 
Pay. Forbear then that ſavage Neiſe, which # 
only fit for Battel, leſs in a word, aud in 4 
breath, this day I break you all, and ſend yu 
home to your Houſes, 7 tan, with the Name of 
Romans: For bow deſerve ye, to be of the num. 
ber of the leaſt of the Common People of Rome, 
unleſs you acknowledge the Right of the Law: 
of the Roman Empyre. 


Here they began to grow worſe, and to me- 
nace him with their Swords. He went on ; 


Threaten your Enemy, and turn your Arms a- 
g ainſi thoſe, if you are ſo Valiam; me you 
nt affright with it : and ſhould you kill bere « 
fingle Man, the Empire, the Senate will not be 
wanting to me, the People of Rome will revenge m:. 


They ſtill murmuring not the leſs for this, 
he cried with a loud voice, I dizband you, bt 
gone, and lay down your Arms, | 


After theſe words, they all laying down 
their Arms, and diſcharging themſelves of 
their Military Accoutrements, by a wonder- 
ful Example, reticed every one, not to the 
Camp, but up and down to the [nns, which 
was the hrſt time that he made it appear 
what his Severity could do. In fine, by 
Guards that had attended upon his Perſon, 
cook up th2 Standards that the others = laid 
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tim down, and carried them to the Camp, and 
ed: © their Arms were gathered up by the People, 
our © and bronght to the Palace, But however, 
> # | this Legion which he had thus caſhier'd, in 
3 6 ff thirty days afterwards, upon Interceflion made 
ou } for them, before he ſet forward to engage the 
: of | Perſians, he reſtored again to the ſame Rank 
whnch they had held before in the Army ; 
ne, ] and the Bravery which they in particular ſhew- 
1} ed upon that occaſion, in which they did Won- 
ders, was the great thing that gained him the 
Vitory; Some of the Officers, in the mean 
.| time, he had not ſpared to puniſh with death, 
becauſe tt had been by their negligence, that 
the Soldiers had been ſo debauched with the 
-f Pleaſures of Daphne, and becauſe they had 
dj not taken the Care that was ſufficient to hays 
of hindred this Sedition of the Army. 
ii} He marched from the City of Amtioch'to give 
1:1 Batcle co the Perſians, well provided, and with 
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great magnificence. Artaxerxes, the moſt Po- He de- 
is, tent King of Periz, came againſt him with Fats che 
i ſeven hundred Elephants, one thouſand and flni- 


eight hundred armed Chariots, and a Body 

of Horle of many thouſands. But the Vitory 
nj was on the fide of the Rowan tmperor, who 
off in the Fight viſited the one and the other 
i-| Wing, and encouraged the Soldiers, and was 
21 often within Perils himſelf, and fignalized his 
hj Valour with his own hand. After which, he 
uf returned again to Antioch, and made his Army 
vi rich with the Booty that they cook, and the 
,1 Depredations that he permitted the Tribunes, 
dj the Captains, and the Soldiers to make upon 
| Ft 4 the 
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the Provinces of the Enemy. The Perſians 
then firſt began to ſubmit to the Dominion of 
the Romans, But becauſe the Kings of Perſia 
think it an Indignity for thoſe that belong 
to them to be as Slaves, he ſent their Ran- 
ſoms, and the Priſoners were reſtored, and 
the Money given either to ſuch as had taken 
them Priſoners, or elle put into the Trea- 
lury 
After this noble Expedition he came to Rome, 
where he received the honour of a Triumph, 
performed with great Magnificence, and then 
he made this Spcech to the Senate upon the 
occaſion ; which | have taken out of the Jour- 
nal of the Senate; upon the ſeventh day of the 
Kalends of Ofober. 


Fathers of the Senate, 
\ \ FT E have vanquiſhed the Perſians, and we 


have nomeed of any great Eloquence to 
recount the particulars to you, You may pleaſe 
only to know, what their Arms were, and bow well 
provided they came. They came with ſeven Hun- 
ared Elephants, and ths iu the firſt time that 
we bave ever ſecn in the Field ſo great a Num- 
ter ; and theſe carried Towers upon their backs 
full of Archers, and Loads of Arrows, Three 
Hundred of theſe we took, Two Hundred more 
were killed upon the place and Eighteen we have 
brought hither with us. Then they had Eighteen 
Fundred Chariots, armed with cutting Scyther, 
We could have brought with us of thoſe Charuts 
Two Hundred, whereof the Beaſts were killed. 


Bu bowerver, we thought js 30 {orbear that, bg-. 
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cauſe it 1s an eaſie thing to make them ourſelves. 
We have cut in pieces an Army of a hundred 
and twenty thouſand Horſe ; and ten thouſand 
Compleat Cuiraſſiers, with whoſe Spoils we have 
armed our Men. We took a great number of the 
Perlians Priſoners, whom we have ſold. The. 
Country of Meſopotamia, betwixt the two Ri- 
vers of Tigris and Euphrates, which had been 
ſo negleied by my Impure Prodeceſſouwr, Helio- 
4. wk we bave Re-conquered and veceived in- 
to our Qbedience, We bave put the maſs Potent 
King Artaxerxes, 4s he x emtituled ; but wha « 
lo in effett, as well as by Name, to flight. The 
Country of Perſia beheld bim flying ; and in the 
ſame place, where the Romans beretofore in the 
defeat of Craflus loſt their Banners, the Perhans 
now bave left mus theirs, You ſee, Fathers of the 
Senate, what we bave Atchieved ; the Subje&# 
needs no Eloquence to adorn it. The Army « come 
bome Rich, None think their Pains too great, 


that Conquer. It # for you to appoint Publick 
Thankſgrvings to be made upon this occaſion; to 


the end that we may not ſeem ungrateful to the 
Gods for the ſucceſs of our Arms. 


The Acclamations of the Senate followed. 


The Gods preſerve our Emperor , Alexander, 
Conquerour of the Perſians. We Congratulate 
your Majeſty, your moſt great Vittory your Ma- 
jeſty hath meruted moſt truly the Name of Con- 
queror of the Perſians and Parthians. The Gods 
ſave you, We behold your Trophies. We ſee your 
Viftory, All thanks to our yourg Emperor ; the 

Father 


451 


- 


432 


The Life and Reign of the V9.1, 


Father of bu Country; our Soveraign Pomtif, 
By you we will bope for Viftory over the Ger. 
mans. By you we will hope for Viftory from 
all Parts, Your Moſeſ takes the way to Con- 
quer. You Commund the Soldiers,, The Senate 
& enriched, The Army is enriched. The Peopl: 
of Rome are enriched by your Majefy. 


Then the Senate Adjourning, he went from 
thence to the Capitol : where having per: 
formed the Sacred Ceremonies, and Dedicated 
to the Ternple of Fapiter ſome Armour of the 
Per fians to be hung up there, he ſpoke to thi 
purpoſe to the People. 


Citizens and Commons of Rome, 


Have overcome the Perſhans, and my Av: 
au returned Rich bome with the Booty that | 
bave made. We promiſe to give you @ Larg: 
and to Morrow we will give you the Gam 
tbe Cirque, on the occaſion of our Conqueſt s. 


This is the account of this Expedition, 1 
T have found upon the Annals, and ' 
Works of many Hiſtorians, And as for 
ſome ſay, on the contrary, That He :. ... 
trayed . by a Slave, and inflead of Conquer- 
ing Artaxerxes, fled, for fear of being Con- 
quered bimſelf ; or particularly what Hero- 
dian \ays, That Artaxerxes loſt bus Army by 
Famine, Cold, and Sickneſs: ; in which Opini- 
on he is very ſingular, I leave them to be 


contradifted by the Judgments of all __ as 
have 
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| have Read, and are beſt acquainted with this 


Hiſtory. | 

Aker all theſe things, full of Glory, ac- 
companied by the Senate, the Order of the 
Gentry, and all the People, through Crowds 
of Women and Children on all fades, and a- 
bove all the Soldiers Wives; contemplating 
his Preſence and his Meen, and obſerving him 
as he paſſed with admiration. He marched 
from the Capitol to the Palace, on Foot ; fol- 
lowed by a Trumphal Chariot, drawn by four 
Elephants. He was ſo born up in the Hands 
of all People ; that he fcarce finiſhed this 
Space in four Hours, and from all fides they 
cried, how happy is Rowe 1n ſuch a Prince. The 
following day, was ſpent in the Games of the 
Cirque, and the Diverſions of the Stage. And 
then he gave the Poor a Largeſs; and Eſta- 
bliſhed Pegſions for the maintenance of the 
Chuldcen of the Poor, according to an Ex- 
ample of Antoninus Pixs 3 and in the Honour 
of bis Mother Mammes, thoſe Children were 
called the Childres of Mammaza. 

The Afﬀeirs of the Province of Mauritania 
Tingitana in Barbary had been in the mean 
tume very ſucceſsful under Furine Celſas 5 as 
were thole of the Province of 1/lyricum un- 
der Varius Macrinus, his Kinſman ; and thoſe 
of Armenia under Funius Palmetws : fo that 
from all places they ſent him Letters, Crown- 
ed with Lawrels; which being publickly Read 
to the Senate and the People, he found him- 
felf adorned and ſaluted by all the Titles that 
could appertain to him. Therefore as for 
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Men that had behaved themſelves fo well in 
the Provinces, committed unto their Govern- 
ment, and yet had never been Conſuls, he 
appointed them the Honour of wearing the 
ſame Marks and Ornaments, as thoſe that 
had. He put them into Eſtates, it chey were 
Poor and advanced in years and gave them 
Places in the College of the Prieſts. He gave 
the Captives that he had made of divers Na- 
tions, amongſt his Friends; unleſs they were 
of Royal Blood, or of more than Ordinary 
Quality 3 and then he Deputed them to the 
Services of War, but in no great Poſts. The 
Lands of the Enemy, which were Conquered 
upon the Frontiers, were given by his conſent 
amongſt the Officers and Soldiers; under a 
Condition that their Heirs after them ſhould 
be obliged to take to Arms ; and that thoſe 
Lands ſhould never come to Perſags of ano- 
ther Condition 3 becauſe he ſaid, that the 
thoughts that they were to defend their own 
Eſtates, would make them fight more freely. 
He furniſhed them with Cattle and Servants, 
neceſlary for Tillage ; leſt either through the 
want of Hands, or the Old Age of the Pol- 
ſeſlors, the ſaid Places ſhould come to be a- 
bandoned again 3 which he thought would be 
a thing very ſhametul. 

After theſe things, foraſmuch as he lived 
in a great love and eſteem of the Senate and 
the People, they were unwilling to let him 
go to the War againſt the Germans, although 
chey all hoped tor Victory from his Arms. 
Gallia was at this time inceſſantly ravaged by 
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the Incurſions of that People : which was a 
matter of great trouble to the State, and to 
himſelf ; and that which yet encreaſed their 
reſentments, was, that after the reduction of 
the Country of Meſopotamia, and the defeat 
of the Forces of ſo great a People as the 
Perſians, the Nation of the Germans ſhould 
now menace the Heads of the State, which 
'" had been always ſubje& to Emperors, that 
ad not Reigned with ſo much Glory. So he 
enterpriſed this Voyage by great Marches, and 
all the Soldiery were very much pleaſed with 
it. Butyet meeting again in Galis with ſome 
Mutinous Legions, which he rejected; and 
the Gauls being of a Temper to be hat and 
fierce, and often troubleſome to their. Em- 
perors, they could not find themſelves diſpoſed 
to ſupport a Treatment which was ſo ſevere, 
eſpecially after ſo ſoft a Reign as that of He- 
liogabalus ; And whether that it was they, or 
Maximin that had ſet Aſſaſlines upon him, he 
was killed at a Village called Ceczl, in the Pro- 
vince of Bretagn3 not by a conſent of all, bur 
by a party of Soldiers, who took their oppor- 
tunity to do it, when he had few Perſons a- 
bout him- At the ſame time they inveigh'd 
outragiouſly againſt him and againſt his Mo- 
ther ; as a Covetous Woman, - earneſt to a- 
maſs Riches; and by whole Counſel he had 
acted in all things. He Reigned thirteen years 
and nine days; and had lived twenty nine 
years, three months and ſeven days, And his 
Mother Mammaa was killed with him, 


The 
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Omens of The Signs that fore-rat1 his death , were 
his Death. theſe. Upon the Anniverſary of his Birth- 


day, as he affiſted at the Sacrifhce, the Beaſt, 
which was the Victim, betook itſelf to its feer, 
and would have eſcaped in its blood ; and 
ruſhing into the Company, where the Em- 
peror Was, it left ſome of its blood upon his 
Robes. A large and old Laurel, at a certain 
place where he pafſed ro the War, dyed og a 
ſudden. Three Figtrees, to which tus Tene had 
been faſtened, and which were of thoſe fort, 
that they call the Alexendrian Figs, dyed alſo on 
2 ſudden. A Woman, that was a Draid cried 
after him in her Language, You may-go; but 
never hope for Victory , nor truft to your 
Army. He began an Harangue, that he made 
to his Soldiers, before he went co ſeek the E- 
nemy, with theſe fatal words; The Emperor 
Hehogabalus hawing been killed. But all cheſe 
things however he mightily deſpiſed ; and pat- 
ting himſelf upon his March to meet the Ene- 
my, he was killed at the Place above-men- 
toned. | 
He had Dined that day, as it was his Cu- 
ſtom to do, Pubkckly, and had eaten of the 
common Bread, and Proviſions of the Army; 
nor, when his Tent was ſearched and ran- 
ſackt, was there any thing extraordinary found 
in it, After Dinner, as he had repofed him- 
{elf toSleep a little, which was about the hour 
of One, a Spy of the Conſpirators, that be: 
longed to the Guards, had entred into his 
Tent, and had found him awake ; but every 


body elle a{leep: and the Emperor ſeeing _ 
aid ; 
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ſaid ; What « the matter, my Friend; any News 

the Enemy ? The Man withdrew to his Con- 

ederates, and ſpurred them on to the Enter- 

priſe, by the excellency of the Opportunity, 

which offered itſelf. So a great number of 

them m——_— broke in, and cutting off 
ou 


every one they found, they came to the Em- 
peror, and ſtruck him ſeveral times through 
the Body ;z of which he died inſtantly. Some 
ſay, that there was not a word ſpoken ; but 
only the Soldiers cryed to him, Away with 
you ! Be gone. 

Maximin , who ſucceeded him, and who 
carried on the War againſt the Enemy ſerved 
himſelf, for that purpoſe, of all the Military 
Preparations of this Prince. Amongſt the 
reſt, eſpecially of all the Auxiliaries of the 
Armenians, Meſopotamians, Parthians, and others 
out of the Eaft ; becauſe being excellent Ar- 
chers, none were of greater uſe againſt the 
Germavs, than they. 

His contempt of Death had ſhown itſelf 
not only in that fierceneſs, with which he had 
always humbled the Soldiers z but alſo in this. 
That when Threſjbulws an Aſtrologer, who 
was his particular Favourite , had told him; 
that his Fate was to dye by the Sword of the 
Barharians, he was glad of it, in the Opinion 
which he had, that he was like co dye in the 
Field of Battel z which he thought @ death wor- 
thy of an Emperor: Then he argued upon it, 
and obſerved, what excellent Men in all times, 
have died Violent Deaths, in which number he 
recounted the Great Alexander of his own 

name; 
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name; Pompey, Fulius Ceſar, Demoſtbenes, Ci- 
cero, and other famous Perſonages ; ſo that he 
defired no greater Honour than to die 1n the 
Field of Battel. He believed that it would 


make him comparable to the Gods. But he - 


miſtook the Prediction, for he died not 1n the 
Field of Battel; although ic was in the time of 
a War; and yet died by the Sword of a Bar- 
barian, For that Spy, who had firſt broken 
into his Tent, was a German, and one that 
killed him. To <1, pg 
The reſt of the Army were ſenſibly touch- 
ed at his death, and revenged it upon the 
Authors of it: and the People of Rome, all 
the Senate, and all the Provinces never re- 
ſented any thing worſe. Nor were they leſs 
aſtoniſhed, when they heard that he was ſuc- 
ceeded in the Empire by Maximin, and his 
Son. Wherein all the World judged very well 
the hard neceflity of his Deſtiny ; becaule they 
ſaw a Man raiſed to his place, who was of no 
Birth nor Breeding, and whoſe groſs Ruſticity 
gave th2m an occahon to apprehend all things. 
The Senate Conſecrated him a God ; and a 
Monument was Erected to his Memory m Gal- 
lia, whilſt his Body was interred in a moſt 
Noble Sepulchre at Rome. His Prieſts were 
appointed, as hkewiſe his Feſtival; which ts 
at this day Celebrated with great Devotion. 


Bur fome precend to (ay, that the occaſion of his 


Murther was ; becauſe by his Mother's advice 
he was for quitting the War againſt the Ger- 
mans, and tor returning, out of Vanity, with 


hec again unto the Eaſt, But to lay the truth, 
I take 
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I take this to be nothing but a Fiction of the 
Creatures of Maximin ; to the end, that it 
ſhould not be thought that ſo very good an 


Emperor had been killed by their Friend, con- 
{ trary to the Laws of God and Man. 


Hithertothe Empire of the People of Rome, 
hath had for the moſt part Princes, whoſe 
Reigns have been in their duration ſfome- 
thing conſiderable. But after Alexander Sewe- 
14 aroſe many, who as they had haſlily ruſhe 
in, ſo they were as haſtily, one after another, 
driven away from the Throne again. For 
ſome Reigned half a year: ſome a year: 0- 
thers perhaps reached to two years ; but three 
is the moſt, till we come to thoſe Princes who 
far extended the bounds of the Empire; I 
would ſay Aurelian, and thoſe that follow ; of 
whoſe Lives, as much as we can find to be 
ſaid hereafter ; we ſhall not fail co write and 
publiſh ic, 
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That which is Condemned in Alexander Se- Faults of 
verw, is; that he denyed his Native Country, Severus, 


and would not at all paſs for a Syrian; that he 
loved Money 3; was extremely Suſpicious ; 
invented many new Taxes; deſired to appear 
25 another Alexander' the Great ; was too fe- 
vere upon the Soldiers; and was too inquifitive 
into the Aﬀairs of particular Perſons. Burt as for 
thoſe who deny, that he had not been Created 
a Ce{ar by the Senate, %Þut by the Soldiers; or 
that he was the Couſlin-German of Heliog aba- 
ls; they are greatly miſtaken ; and co ſeg 
their error, let them peruſe, as we have done, 
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the Hiſtorians of his time ; eſpecially Achelizy, 
who is very particular upon him. 

Your Majeſty, O moſt Sacred Conſtantine, 1; 
pleaſed many times to ask ; from whence i 
comes, that a Stranger and a Syrian did make 
ſuch an excellent Prince; when fuch a great 
number of others of Roman Blood, and out of 
the Provinces of the Empire, that have Reign- 
ed, have been Wicked, Impure, Cruel, Ab. 
jet, Unjuſt and Diffolute. I humbly defire 
therefore your Majeſty to obſerve, as to this; 
that according to the Sentiments of good 
Men, Nature which 1s the Common Mother 
of us all, 1s ſufficient to Ac in this ſort, and 
ſo he might be Born a good Prince. But be- 
fides, he had an Example immediately before 
his Eyes, of a very ill Prince that was killed, 
and after his Death diſhonoured ; and the 


| fear which is ſuggeſted by ſuch a Fate, could 


not but have an influence upon him, to make 
him better. But becauſe theſe Reaſons are 2 
httle remote, and too general, and I am fſen- 
fible, that Ioughtto ſuggeſt the Truth to Your 
Majeſty, I ſhall refer my ſelf to your Royal 
Goodneſs, and your Clemency, in declaring 
what at leaſt I have read upon this SubjeR, 
Your Majeſty remembers very wel], what no 
doubt you have ſeen in Marins Maximas ; that 
a State in which the Prjnce is himſeit bad, but 
his Counſellours good, is in a better Condit; 
on, and in much greater Safety, than when the 
Prince 1s good, but his Counſellours are bad, 
For certainly one ill Genius may very well be 
Amended and Corrected by many, that a" 
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good. But a great many, that are all bad, 
will never be Corrected by one, let him be 
never ſa good. And this is what was once 
ſajd by Homullas, unto the Emperor Trajas ; 
where he compared the Examples of Claudius 
and Domitian, with one another. Domitan, 
he ſaid, was a very ill Prince, but yet he had 
Counſellours that were good. Claudius was 
not fqQ1ll a Prince as Dowitianz but his Coun- 
ſellours were bad. Bur yet Claudixs was of the 
two the moſt hated in his time. And certainly 
it is always better to ſuffer under the weight 
of one that is bad, than under many. 

But to return to my purpoſe. It 15 true, that 
Alexander Severus was a very excellent Perſon 
himſelf;and was alſodire&ed by the good Coun- 
ſels always of his Mather, who was a very ex- 
cellent Woman; which laſt thing alone 1s cer- 
cainly a great Axgument of his goodneſs. But be- 
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{idesall this 5 he was ſerved by Counſellors who Charafer 
were Holy and Venerable Perſonages : without of 41s 
Malice, without Faction, without Knavery, ©9/cl- 


without inclination to Evil, without Animot1- 
ty againſt the Virtuous; withour Dillolucenels, 
without Cruelty, without deſign of Surpriling, 
or Mocking, or making a Property of thezr 
Prince. Bur full of Integrity, Venerable, 
Continent, Religious, lovers of ther Prince z 
they expoſed nothing that he did; nor fuf- 
fered it in others : they made a fecret Gain to 
themſelves in nothing; they fallihed nothing ; 
they Diſſembled nothing; they never berray- 
ed him j and they loved, and advanced his 
Reputatiofi, Add to this another thing, thac 
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he Bamiſhed the Eunuchs from his Counſels, 
and his Service; as being the only Creatures 
who ruin Princes. For it 1s they, that have 
pit them upon the living after the Examples of 
Foreign Nations ; and the Mode eſpecially of 
the Kings of Perſia ; that ſow Diviſions be- 
twixt the beſt Prince and his People ; that are 
Spyes from {ide to fide; and report an anſwer 
contrariwiſe ofren, than ir 1s given, and keep 
their Prince lock*'d up, and carry all things fo 
ſecretly, that he knows nothing. For being 
but Slaves bought with a Price, how ſhould we 
expect better from them ? No, ſaid Alexander 
Severws, My Captains, Conſuls, and Senators, 
ſhall newer lye at the mercy of Slawes, that are 
bought and ſold. 

I am ſenfible, Great Sir, of the danger 
which there is 1n ſpeaking thele things betore 
an Emperor, who ſhould repoſe himſelf in 
ſuch hands as theſe, and ſhould be the Slave 
of theſe Slaves. But our Felicity 1s, that as 
ſoon as Your Majeſty had well underſtood, 
what Miſchiefs theſe Peſts do bring along with 
them, and how they Circumvent the Princes 
whom they ſerve; You, out of your Royal 
Care to the Intereſts of the State, have re- 
duced them to that paſs, that you ſufter them 
not to continue within your Houſhold ; not 
fo much as to be your Menial Servants. 

Another eminent ching, which Contributed 
to the Felicity of Alexander Severn, 15 this 3 
that he ſaw no one at the Court alone, un- 
leſs tt was his Captain of the Guards, and par- 
ticularly Uipzzn, For otherwiic he had al- 
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ways Company preſent; to the end, to give 
to no Perſon whatſoever an opportunity of re- 
preſenting their Converſation with him fal(ly 
to others, nor of ſpeaking ill of others to 
him. Eſpecially he did this after the Cor- 
retion, that he took of Turinzs; who had 
often vauntedof ſpeaking things to him, which 
he never did; and of receiving anſwers from 
him, which he never gave him; and this, only 
to ſqueeze Money, and enrich himſelf by that 
means out of the Pockets of his Clients; 
though at the ſame time he made a Cully and 
a Fool of his Maſter. 

To all which we muſt add, that if A4lexan- 
der Severus had found, that either his Coun- 
ſellors or his very Relations had done ill, he 
puniſhed them ; or it the Obligations of his 
former Friendſhip with, or his nearer Alliance 
to them, did not ſuffer him to puniſh them ; 
yet he ſent them from him; and ſaid, The 
whole State is dearer to me than theſe. 

Now 1t your Majeſty pleaſeth to know by 
Name, what Mcn they were, whom he called 
to his Counſels, this 1s a Liſt of ſome of 
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Fabius Sabinus, the Son of another famous 4 Liſt of 
Sabinus ; a Perfon of ſublime Virtue 5 and 4: Coun- 


the Cato of his time. 

Domitins Ulpian, a moſt Eminent Profeſlor 
of the Law. 

Antoninus Gordianus, the Son of the Emperor 
Gordianus , and afterwards Emperar himlelt, 


a Perſon of great meric. 
Gg 3 Tulins 


ſellors 
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Fulins Pauls, a moſt excellent Profeſſor 
of the Law. 
_ Claudirs Venatts, an Oratour of a profound 
and diffuſed Eioquence. 

Pomponius , an Eminent Profeſſor of the 
Law- | 


Alphenne. Africanus. 
Florentine, Martians. 
Calliftratus. Hermogenes. 
Venuleims. Triphonize, 
Mcxztiann. Celſzrs. 
Proculzs. Modeſt inns, 


All Profefſors of the Law, and ſometime 
the Scholars of the moſt Renowned Papinian. 
They all wero the Familiar Friends of this 
Prince 3 as both Acholizs and Marius Maximus 
ature us, 

Carilins Severns, his Kinſman, a very learn- 
ed Perlon. 

e/Elins Serenianus, the moſt Holy Perſon of 
his time. 

Quimtilins Marcellas, than whom all Hiſtory 
does not afford a better Perfon. 


All theſe therefore, and others, to them 
ſuirable, being his Counſellors, and unani- 
moully Conſpiring to the good of the State, 
what could there be done or imagined to hurt 
2? Ic is true, that in the beginning of his 
Reign, for fome days a multitude of ill Per- 
tons, of whom the Court was full at the death 
of Heliogabalns, had negleted no means to 
engage tins Aﬀections in their own favour. 


Buc his early Prudence difcovered them : He 
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nipt them in the Bud, and drove them all from 
him ; and then formed himſelf a Council of 
ſuch Holy and Upright Members, that They 
very much guided him, who was otherwiſe a 
Stranger, and a Syrian, to be that good 
Prince that he was. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, thoſe ill Princes, whom your Majeſty 
hath obſerved to have been Romans, labouring 
under the misfortune of il] Councils alſo, that 
made them yer worſe ; we Have them deliver- 
ed down to us, heavy laden with a Burden of 
Vices, of thoſe of their Counſellours, and thoſe 
of their own, 
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H E Life of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 

Jeſus Chriſt. An Heroic Poem :; Dedica- 
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Addition of a large Map of the Holy-Land ; 
and a Table of the Principal Matters ; with 


Sixty Copper-Plates, by the celebrated Hand of 
W. Faithorne, Fol1o. 
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himſelt in his younger Years, re-printed toge- 
ther : The Sixth Edition. The Third Part con- 
taining his Six Books of Plants, viz. the Firſt 
and Second of Herbs, the Third and Fourth of 
Flowers, the Fifth and Sixth of Trees ; now 
made Eygliſh by ſeveral Hands, with neceſlary 
Tables to both Parts, and divers Poems in praiſe 
of the Author. Folio. 

Relolves : Divine, Moral, Political. With 
ſeveral New Additions in Proſe and Verſe. = 
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this Eleventh Edition, References are made to 
the Poetical Citations heretofore much wanted. 
By Owen Felltbam Elſq;. Folio. Price 12 s. 

The Works of the Famous Nicholas Machival, 
Citizen and Secretary of Florence, Newly and 
faithfully Tranſlated into Engliſh. Fol. Price 1 5 5, 

The Whole Duty of Man, according to the 
Law of Nature, by that Famous Civilian S«- 
muel Puffendorf ; now made Engliſh. Oftavo. 
Price 3s. 6d. 

Dr. #illz's Practice of Phyſick, being the 
whole Works of that Famous Phyſician ; ren- 
dred into Engliſb; ſecond Edition, with Forty 
Copper-Plates, Folio. 

The Hiſtorical and Miſcellaneous Tracts of 
the Reverend and Learned Peter Heylin, D. D. 
now colle&ed into ons Volime, And an Ac- 
count of the Life of che Author, never before 
publiſhed. Folio. 

" The Religion of Proteſtants, a Safe way to 
Salvation 3 with a Diſcourſe of the Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy. By W. Chillng- 
worth, M. A. To which in this Edition, 1s +1 
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Popery. Foko. 

The Hiſtory of Q. Elizabeth, by W. Cambden, 
King at Arms. Fourth Edition. Folio, 

An Imparnal Collection of the great Aﬀairs 
of Scate, from the beginning of the Scotch Re- 
bellion in the Year 1639. to the Murder of 
King Charles the Firſt, Folio, Intwo Vol. By 
Dr. Nalſon. 

Dugdale's Monaſticon Anglicanum. Folio, 
In three Volumes. 


The 


The Hiſtory of King Edward I. King of 
England, and Lord of Ireland. Folio. 

Dr.Wills*s Practice of Phyſick. Ofave. With 
his Treatiſe of the Plague Price 75 5. 

Biſhop Uſher's Power of the Prince, and the 
Obedience requir'd of the SubjeR, with a large 
Preface, by Biſhop Sanderſon. Odavo. 

Animadver(. on a Book Entitled, The Theory 
of the Earth. By Herbert Lord Biſhop of Hereford, 

A Treatiſe of Moral and Intellectual Virtues, 
wherein their Nature is fully explained, and 
their Uſefulneſs proved. By F. Hartclif, B. D. 
Price 4 5. 

Contemplations Moral and Divine, in two 
Parts. By Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, late Chief 
Juſtice of the King's: Bench. O#av. Price 5 s. 

A Voyage to Suratt, in the Year 1689. giving 
a large Account of that City, and its Inhabicants, 
and of the Engliſh Factory there : Likewiſe a 
Deſcription of Madera, St. 7ago, Annobon, Ca- 
bends, and Malemba (on the Coaſt of Africa ) 
St. Helena, Fohanns, Bombay, the City of Mu- 
ſcatr, and its Inhabitants in Arabia Felix, 
Mecha, and other Maritim Towns on the Red. 
Ses, the Cape of good Hope, and the Iſland of A- 
ſcenſion, By F. Ovington, M. A. Chaplain to 
His Majeſty. Of#ev. Price 6s. 

A plain Method of Chriſtian Devotion; laid 
down in Diſcourſes, Meditations, and Prayers, 
fitted to the various Occaſions of a Religious 
Life : Tranſlated and Reviſed from the French 
of Monſieur Furiew, the two and twehtieth E- 
dition, with a Preface. By W.Fleerwood, Chap- 
lain in ordinary to his Majeſty. Price 2 5. © d. 


Roman Emperors 


FROM #2. 
DomirtianN Where Suetonius ends, 
ro Conſtantine the Great. 
Containing Thoſe of 
Nerva and TRaJan from Dijon Cafſiss : 


A 
Tranſlation of the ſir Wuters | 
of the Augnſiean Hiſtory, 


And Thoſe of 


D1iocLESIAN, and His Aſſociates, 
from Evſebins and Others. 

With the Heads of the Emperors in per Plates, | 

AND | 

A Chronology Running through the whole | 

Time, being the Space of two hundred and ten Years. | 


Dedicated to His Moſt Sacred Majeſty. | 


- 


By FOHN BERNARD, AM 


Cs 


V OL Il. . 


London : Printed for Charles Harper, at the 
Flower de Luce over againit St» Dunſtan's Church in 
Fleerfireet. 1698, 


9 " _- - 


CL LY D S 


OF IHE 


Roman Emperors 


FROM p SS 
Domirtian where Suetonius ends, 
| to Conſtantine the Great. 
Containing Thoſe of 
Nerva and TIA from Dion Caſſins : 


Tranſlation of the ix Wuters | 


of the Auguſtan Hiſtory, 
And Thoſe of 
DriocLESIAN, and His Aſſociates, 
from Exſebius and Others. 


With the Heads of the Emperors in per Plates, 
AND 


A Chronology Running through the whole 
Time, being the Space of two hundred and ten Years. 


Dedicated to His Moſt Sacred Majeſty. 


By FOHN BERNARD, AM. 
V O L. Il. -, n 


London : Printed for Charles Harper, at the 


Flower de Luce over againit St» Dunſtan's Church in 
Fleerftreet. 1698, 


em 


_— oP 


SIS TALSISY 
>< ey ” {3 


THE 


Lives in Vol. _ 


Aximine, Father and Son, 


Gordianus, Father and Son, 

Gordianus III. 

Maximus end Balbinus. 

The Emperors from Gordianus III. to Valerian: 
A Supplement. 

Valerian, Father and Son, 


By Jul. Ca- 
pitolinuus, 


Gallienus, Father and Sow, 
The Thirty Tyrants, 
Claudius. - 
Aurelian, 
Tacitus, 
Florianus, 
Probug, 
Firmus, 


= By Flavius Vopiſcus. 
Bonoſus. 
Carus, 


By Trebellius 
Pollio. 


By Flavius Vopiſcus, 


Numerianus, Ceſar, © By Flavius Vopiſcus. q 


Conſtantins Chlorus, By ]. Bernard. 
Galerius. 
A 3 THE 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Continuation of Thele 
Lives from Conſtantine the 

Great incluſively down to Auguſtu- 
lus, under whom that mighty tm- 
pire received its Period, is now in 


Hand, and will be finiſhed with all 
Convenicat Expedition. 
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ERRATA in Ye I. 


AG. 2. line 28.for Tirenta read Fronto, p 20.4.7, r. 
in ſpilling their Blood. Over. /,8. r. di Roma, he, p. 
81. 3n the marg. dele his Wife. p. 87. !. 21. r. Cities, 
Temples alſo. He. p. 96.n the marg. r. Honour done to 
his Wife. p. 125./. 23. dele Tho”. p. 147. /. 32. for Goach 
7. Couch. p. 147. /. $. dele without Orders, and 7. unlaw- 
fully. p. 164+ { 4. for virilis r, viriſq; p. 232, {. 37. for this 
r, their. p. 2.52. /. 11. after him add; p. 280. l. 15. for on 
7. Ore Þ. 285-1. 17. r. apply to himſelf. þ. 330: l. 9. dele 
about the Emperors. p. 335. /- 24. dele when. /. 25. r. when 
he ſaid they had deſerved, p. 366. /, 15. r. he began. 
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AG. 2, line 30. for Bells read Belts. p. 6.1. 18. r. gave 
him. p.18. 1.17. for ſee r. ſecure. p.22. 1.33, r. Towns 
P. 28. l. 5. r. Palace. 7. $4. 33. r. the Aquzducts. 
p. 39. 1. 26. r. the Senate's own Power. p. 107. {. 11. r. 
Gevoted, Sir, p. 116.1. g. r. a (udden. p. 126. 1. 6. for Po-, 
milions r. Pavilions. /. 16. r, of a God, p. 134. 1. 7+ dele all. 
P. 136+ L. 19. r and in conſort. P- 177. l. 20, r. Do ſmall 
Miracle. p. 299. /. 11. 7. that you have taken. p. 303. b. 16. 
7. there were three. 
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BY 
Jutius Carirorinus. 


VOL. II. 


AX1MIN the Firſt was a BEer- 
barian Born, of a Village of the 
Province of Romania, that 15, the 


on2 a Goth, the other an . Alan. Under chez 
R.:1gn of the Emperor Sep:imius Severus, he 
became 


NF 


A. Chriſts 
Ccxxxvr. 


— — 


Antient Thrace, His Father's 17is E-- 
Name was Mecca, his Mother's Hababa : The eration. 


— — ——. 
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became firſt a Soldier. Under the Reign of 
the Emperor Alexander Severus he Riſe and 
Flouriſh'd; inſomuch that he ſucceeded him 
in the-Empire; and being unwilling, after he 
was Emperor, to have it known, that his Fa- 
ther and his Mother were both Barbarians, he 
ordered the Names of them, which he had 
diſcovered at the beginning, to be as much 
as was poflible, ſuppreſſed again, and conceal- 
ed from the World. 

He was a Shepherd in the beginning of his 
Youth; and as he grew, he ſometimes even 
then, was the Champion &f the Village of 
which he was. His Firſt Service as a Soldier, 
was amongſt the Horſe, becauſe of his great 
ſize and ſtrength of Body, which fitted him 
more plpecially and cut him out for a Trooper. 
He acquitted himſelf in that Quality to ad- 
miration. He was of a Manly Look, Rough- 
hewn, Fierce, Proud, apt to Contemn ; which 
yet did not hinder him from being oftentimes 
Juſt in what he did. The Occaſion which in- 
eroduc'd him into the Knowledge of the Em- 
peror. Septimius Severus, was this; That 
Prince, vpon the Birth of Gets his younger 
Son, appointed a Divertiſement of ſome Games 
and Exerciſes to be performed by the Soldiers, 
and propoſed Prizes for the Conquerors, in 
_ of Silver of fine Bracelets, Collars, and 

ittle Bells. , Maximin was as yet a Youth, and 
could ſcarce ſpeak the Latin Tongue. How: 
ever he took the Courage upon him, in Words 
which were partly Latin and partly Thracias, 
publickly to beg leave of the Emperor, _ 
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he might try his Skill againſt fome who ap- 
peared in the Liſts, and who were Men of a 
more than ordinary Account amongſt the Sol- 
diers. Severus admiring him for his Size, 
match'd him, being a Barbarian, not with the 
Soldiers, but ſome of the ſtouteſt Slaves and 
Drudges of the Camp;' of whom he over- 
came ſixteen one after another: for which he 
received as many Premiums, proportionable 
to the meanneſs of the Combat, that is, they 
were of an inferiour Value to thoſe that were 
appointed for the Soldiers; and withal he was 
ordered to be taken into the Army. Another 
day as Severus went to the Camp, he obſerved 
Maximin in the Crowd Dancing and Leaping 
after the Barbarian way. Severus ordered a 
Tribune to Reform him, according to the 
Diſcipline of the Rowan: Maximin under- 
Randing that the Emperor had ſpoken of him, 
and being proud to be taken Notice of, ad- 
vanced to the fide of the Emperors Horſe, 
and began to Run by him as he Rid. Severar, 
to try - Running, gave a looſe to his Horle, 
and took ſeveral Rounds, till fatigued by rea- 
ſon of his Age, and ſecing Maximm ſtill keep © 
cloſe by him, Yow Thracian, ſays he to him, 
can you Wreſtle as well as you Run? Sir, lays 
Maximin , as much as you pleaſe. After this 
Severus diſmounted, and ordered ſome of the 
freſheſt and the ſtrongeſt Soldiers to be picke 
out, to Wreſtle with him : Maximin over- 
threw ſeven of theſe one after another, with- 
oue Breathing; for which he received the 


bafore-mention'd Prizes in Silver; and Severus 
B 4 behhdes, 
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His Pre- beſides, did him the particular Honour to pre- 
ferment. ſent him with a Collar of Gold, and he placed 


him in his Guards du Corps, becauſe he ſhould 
be always by him. This made Maximin a 
Remarkable Man, and acquired him a great 
Eſteem. The Tribiines loved him. His Fel- 
low-Soldiers admired him. He obtained of the 
Emperor any thing that he defired ; who pre- 
ferred him above the reſt of the Soldiers, 
though he was as yet a Youth. He excelled 
all in the Heighth and Vaſtneſs of his Body, 
with which he had at the ſame time a good 
Meen; and in the largeneſs of his Eyes, which 
were no leſs Bright and Handſome. It is cer- 
tain, that Maximiuv often drank Eight Am- 
phors of Wine in a day; and eat either Forty, 
or as e£lus Cardus lays, Sixty pound of Fleſh, 
But he kept himſelf wholly from Herbs, and 
rarely eat any Cold Meats, unleſs it was, when 
he was under a neceflity of drinking+ He of- 
ten preſerved his Sweat, and received it into 
Cups, or a little Veſſel for the purpoſe; fo 
that he could ſhew you, two or three Quarts 

of his Sweat at a time. 
Under the Reign of Antcninus Caracallus, he 
long Commanded as a Centurion, and con- 
ducted Parties, and ſerved ſeveral other Oc- 
cal;ons of the Army. He hated the ſucceeding 
Reign of Opilins Macrinus; becauſe that Prince 
had been the Author of the Murder of Anto- 
nimnus Caracallus, who was the Son of Severas, 
who was laximm's hiſt Maſter. In this 
Reign theretore he quitted the Army, and 
bougit himſe.t an Eltate 1n a Village of Re- 
mand, 
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manis, where he was born. There he conti- 
nually entertain'd a Commerce with the Goths. 
The Goths loved him entirely, as1f he was their 
own Fellow-Citizen : The Alazs did the ſame, 
and brought him, whenever they approached \ 
to the Banks of the River, Preſents, which he 
retufned in others to them again. But when 
TOpilius Macrinus, together with his Son, was 
killed, and Maximin found that Heliog abalus 
was preferred to the Empire, as the Reputed 
Son of Antoninus Caracallus, Maximin, who was 
then of a mature Age, waited upon him with 
a Complement, That as he had: had the Ho- 
nour of the good Opinion of his Grandfather 
the Emperor Severus, ſo he wilh'd, he might 
be ſo happy as to have his. 
Heliogabalus rallied with him in his Impure 
way, and ſaid, Maximin, Thou baſt Tyred thy His R-- 
Sixteen or Twenty, or [ometimes Thirty Luſty Sol- ception 
diers I bear, in Playing and Wreſtling with them o_ _ 
How many Times canſt thou Perform with a Wo. 80090 
man; 1 warrant thee, thou canſt do that Thirty 
times too. Maximin, not (atished with this ſore 
of Reception, would have retired himſelt in- 
to the Country again, but that the Friends of 
Heliog abalus detained him, and thought it a 
Scandal to let the Braveſt Man of the Age go 
oft ſo, who was another Hercules, another A- 
chilles, another Ajax, as the People called him. 
They did him the Honour to Create him a 
Tribune 3 but yet he never attended upon the 
Perſon of that moſt lmpure Prince, nor came 
to falute him 1n all the three Years of his 
Reign; but was always either moving from 
B p4 pla C 


And by 
Alexander 
Severus. 
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place.to place upon one ſpecious Occahion or 
other, or he pretended himſelt Sick, that he 
could not wait upon the Court. 

Aﬀer Heliog abalus was killed, and that Maxi- 
min had an Account, that Alexander Severns 


the Son of Mammesa, was advanced to the ' 


Empire, he came to Rome; where he was re- 
ceived by the New Prince with all the Joy and 
all the Satisfaction in the World. Inſomuch 
that he ſpoke to the Senate of him in theſe 
Words : Gentlemen, Maximin the Tribwne 1s 
come to me, who could not reconcile him[elf to the 
Service of that Impure Beaſk my Predeceſſor. 1 


' bave given him a Robe Embroidered with Studs 


of Gold. His Merit recommended bim to my Fa- 
ther the Emperor Septirmus Severus , and you 
know the Reputation that be bath attained to fir 
Immediately he gave the Command of the 
Fourth Legion, which was one that himſelf 
had raiſed, and conhiſted all of young Soldiers; 
_ at the ſame time he expreſſed himſelt 
Cnuas 3 
My wery dear and entirel; Beloved Maximin, 
I bave not thought fit to Trouble you with the Com- 
mand of a Legion of Old S:1d;ers for this reaſon; 
becauſe 1 queſtion, whetber the Vices of ſuch, be- 
mg confirmed in them under tbe Command of 0- 
thers, are capable of your Amendment. I] pive 
you a Legion of Novices, wbom you may bring 
up your ſelf to your own hand, Mould ther, 
Form them as you pleaſe. It will be @ great Ser- 
wice to the State aud to me, to teach them their 
Arms ſo, that they may produce many Maximins, 
that is, many ſuch good Soldiers as you, 
No 
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' No ſooner had Maximin received this Legi- 
> © on, but he began co Exerciſe them. Every 
fifth Day he did the ſame; and repreſented 
with them Fights and the Taking of Towns. 
He inſpected their Swords, Javelins, Targets, 
'Helmets, CHO OE all you Arms ans E- 
uipages perpetually, to their very Shooes. 
_— as a Father to them. And when ſome 
of the other Tribunes pretended to blame him, 
ſaying; Why ſhould you take { much Pains, who 
are in a Poſt to be preferred to be a General 
when you pleaſe? Says he, The Greater I ever 
am, the more Pains I ſhall take ſtill, He-Wreſtled 

with his Men himſelf, and Threw half a do- y;,,;1,, 

| zen or more of them one afcer another, though $:rengh. 
| perhaps he was an Old Man grown to them 
then; This created him much Envy. One 
Tribune particularly, who was Prouder and 
more Angry than the reſt, and of a large Size, 
and known Gallantry,, ſaid to him ; What great 
Matter is it for @ Tribune to Throw his own Sol. 
diers? Says Maximin, Shall you ang I try then 
our Strength” together? The other conſented : 
But Maximin gave him ſuch a Thruſt with his 
open Hand on tis Breaſt as he came, that hs 
fell flat upon his Back; and Maximin cryed, 
Come on any other Tribune that will. «ilins 
Cordus tells us, that Maximin was ſuch a Vaſt 
Man, that he was Eight Foot and almoſt a 
half High. His Hand ſo big, that his Wife's 
Bracelet for her Arm made him but a Ring 
* for his Thumb. Theſe other things are com- 
YZ monly reported of him, That he could draw 
2 Chariot after him by his Arms, and move a 
B 4 loaded 
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loaded Litter himſelf ; That if he gave a Horſe 
a Blow on the Mouth with his Fiſt, he ſtruck 
out his Teeth; and if he Kicked him, he broke 
his Legs. Hard Stones he ſqueezed into pieces 
betwixce his Fingers: The younger Trees he 
tore up. Some have cali'd him a ſecond Milo, 
a Hercules, and an Anteus, for his Strength 
and Vaſtnels. . 

Theſe things therefore rendring him ſo 
Conſpicuous, the Emperor Alexander Severus, 
who was a great Judge of Perſons of Merit, 
preferred him to the General Command of 
his Army, with the univerſal Satisfaction of 
all the Tribunes, Officers, and Men. This 
was afterwards Fatal to that Prince. , All that 
Army which was grown in-a manner unſer- 
viceable, underthe Reign of Heliogabalus, Max- 
imin brought to be Diſciplined to his own 
mind. So that when Alexander Severus was 
in Gallia, Encamped not far from ſome Town 
there, whether 1t was that Maxim ler the 
Soldiers upon him, as ſome ſay 3 or whether 
13: was, the diſaffeted Tribunes amonglit the 
Gauls, whom Alexander Severus Disbanded 
(for he Disbanded whole Legions there, with 
the ſame ſeverity as before he had done 1n the 
Eaſt) I know not; but a Party of Soldiers 
broke in on a ſudden upon him, and killed 
both him and his Mother; and Maximin' was 
immediately proclaimed Emperor. The Age 
of Alexander Severus, who was otherwiſe an 
excellent Prince, was one thing that might be 
hable ro create 1n ſome meaſure a Contempt 
of him. 
ba” HMlaxims, 
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Proclaimed Emperor by the Army, without 
any Decree of the Senate; and his Son ( of 
whom hereafter) was given him to be his 
Colleague, Now Maximin was always ſo 
Wiſe, that he not only Commanded his Sol- 
diers by his Authority, but he made them love 
him very much, by the Rewards and Advan- 
tages that he gave them. He never injured 
them in their = He never Muſtered Smiths 
or any fort of Artiſans as others doin his Ar- 
my. He often took them to Hunt with him. 
But together with theſe Vertues, he was ſo 


bon, and a Gyges, The Senate dreaded him 
ſo, that their Wives and Children made Prayers 
in the Temples, in publick and in private; that 
he might never ſee the City of Rowe. They 
had heard, how in his method of Reforming 
he Diſcipline of the Army, ſome he Crucifted, 
ſome he ſtuffed into the Bodies of Beaſts new- 
y killed, ſome he caſt alive ro Wild Beaſts, 
ſome he Cudgel'd to death, and all this with- 
Put diſtinion of che Quality of the Perſon: 
hey feared, he would pretend to' Reform 
he State the ſame way : which yet 15s not a 
ourle for a Prince to take, who deſigns to 
ds Loved, But it was+ Maximin's Perſuafion, 
hat the Empire was not to be held by him 
vithout Cruelty. He ſuſpe&ed, that the No- 
bility would conternn his Low and Barbarian 
Birth, He remembred, that he had been 
*lighred 


= Y 
Meximin, who never was any thing but a Hes pro” 
Soldier, and had not yet been a Senator, was </41m'4 


Emperor. 


Cruel, that he was called by all che Names of x7;; cruet 
a Cyclops, a Buſyris, a Sciron, a Phalaris, a Ty- ty. 
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flighted at Rowe formerly, even by the Ser- fi 3 
vancs of ſome of the Nobility, who would not Þ;i 
admit him to ſee them. And as the Conſci- By 
ouſneſs of an Ignoble Mind is of ſtrange Effe, | y 
he thought, that as many as were privy to his 


Baſe Original, would uſe him according| 
ſtill. All {ach therefore he Killed, and amon 

thoſe, ſome that had been his Friends, and had 
given him often ſeveral things in Charity and 
Pity to the poor Condition he was in, at his 
firſt coming to Rome, Never was any thi 

on the Earth crueller than he. He thought 
himſelf almoſt Immortal ; he ſcarce thought 
he could be Killed ; he confided ſo much up- 
on his Strength and the Magnitude of his Bo- 
dy, and his Parts. But, as an Epigram ſaid, 
which was made upon him in relation to this, 
He that cannot be killed by one, is to be killed by 
many ; As Great as an Elephant is, an Elephant 
is to be Killed; As Strong as @ Lion is, a Lim 
is to be Killed; As Strong as @ Typer is, a Tyger 
is Po be K:ll:d; So he that does not fear to bt 
killed by One Man, let bim have a care boweun 
of a Number. This Epigram was repeated by 
a Mimick in his preſence from the Stage. But 
being repeated in Greek, which was a Lan 
guage which he who was a Thracian and a Bar- 
barian did not underſtand, and not being told 
the true meaning of ut, it paſs'd upon him, 
He retained no Perſons of the Nobility about 
him. He Rergned ltke another Sparracus of 
an Athenion, with a Court, as 1t were of Mobb, 
All che Miniſters of Alexander Severus he put 
to Death after ſeyeral ways, He envied che 
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Deſigns of that Prince, and his Diſpohtion of 

things ; and the Suſpicion which he had of e- 

very one who had ferved or loved hin, pro- 

voked Maximin to be more and more Cruel. 
This being his way, to Live and Reign hike 

y a Fury, he was made yet far more Cruel and 

it 8 Inhumane by a Conſpiracy again him of one , Conſpi. 

dB Magnus a Conſul, who with a number of Sol- racy a= 

d Fdiers and Certurions, had laid a deſign to gainſt him 

1s Fill him, and to Tranſlate the Empire upon 

8 8 himfelf, The Manner that they pretended: to 

ht Brake to do it was this: Maximin having made 

ht 2 Bridge to paſs the River into Germany, the 

PEConſpirators who were to accompany him, 

O- Faſter he was Landed, were to break the 

d, Bridge and Kill him, and cry, he was killed 

is, Eby an Ambuſcade of the Enemy. In:the mean 

time Magnus ſhould take upon-him the Empire. 

k is true, Maximen, as he perfetly underſtood 

the matter of War, was fond of that War a- 

gainſt the Germans : He knew his being a good 

Soldier was the occaſion that he was made 

Emperor ; and he was ambitious to keep up 

the Reputation which he had, and to outſhine 

particularly the Glory of the late Prince, whom 

he had Murdered. He kept his Men daily to 

their Exerciſes, when he was Emperor, as he 

did when he was a Tribune: He put himſelf in 

Arms at the Head 'of them, and with his Hand. 

and the: movements of his Body, taught them | 

a great many things. Bute whether or no, tha 

Plot of Magnas to Kill him, was real, or whe + 

ther it was a Fiction of Maximin's own, fe 

an opportunity to increale the matter of h is 

| Cruelt y, 
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Cruelty, I cannot ſay. However it was, he 
put to Death above Y thouſand Men upon 
it, and was not ſatisfied neither with all that 
Blood. He put them all to Death without In- 
former, without Accuſer appearing againſt 
them, without Tryal, without any Defence of 
— —_—_ and all their Eſtates he Conhiſca- 
ted. | 
The Emperor Alexander Severus had taken 
into his Army a Body of Auxiliaries of Parth- 
ans, Meſopotamians, and others out of the Ezft, 
who being excellent Archers, he judged would 
be of great Uſe in the War againſt the Ger- 
mans. Theſe Archers upon the Death of that 
Prince, whom they very much loved, Revolt. 
ed from Maximin, becauſe they would not be 
perſuaded, but that Maximin had been the Au- 
ther of this Murdexg. They ſet up Titus Quar- 
mus, Who was a Captain of their own, to be 
their General and their Emperor. They put 
upon him the Purple, and adorned him with 
all the State of a Perſon in ſuch a Place. Tiw 
complyed with them in it, but it was againſt 
his Will: But being afterwards killed 1n his 
Tent as he lay aſleep by one of his own Men 
called Macedon, who envied him only becauk 
he was Preferred before him, and his Head 
being brought to Maximin , this Defe&tion 
ceaſed ; and Maximin at firſt gave Thanks to 
Macedon tor the Service which he had done 
him; but afterwards he hated him as a Tray: 
cor, and pue him to Death. Still this Defe&s- 
on ſerved to increaſe the Tyranny of Maxi 
7m; 25 a Beaſt when he is Wounded , oy 
al 
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and rages ſo much the more for it. He paſs'd 
into Germany with all his Army : The Afoors, 
Parthians, Meſopetamians, and all thoſe that 
Alexander Sewerus had muſtered out of the 
Countries of the Eaff, marched with him ; For 
being Light, and the beſt Archers, none were 


of greater Uſe againſt the Germans than they. 


The Preparations of Alexander Severus for this 
War had been great : But yet Maximin added 
ſuch things to them, as rendred them much 
more Puifſant and more Formidable. 


He paſſed the Rhine, and entring into Ger- j;;, -.,.. 
many, he Burnt the Villages of the Enemy for diets 
three or four hundred Miles about. He drove garnſt the 
their Cattel, killed great numbers of the Bay- Germans, 


barians, took innumerable others Priſoners, 
and made his Army Rich with Plunder. He 
had certainly reduced all the Country of Ger- 
many under the Obedience of the Romans, but 
thac the Germans betook themſelves to Swim 
the Rivers and the Lakes, and to ſeek their 
ſhelter in the Woods. He did a great deal 
with his own Hand : He had indeed been cut 
oft in a Lake, in which his Horſe ſtuck faſt, and 
the Enemy ſurrounded him, but that his Men 
came timely up to his Reſcue. It was a piece 
of his Barbarian Temerity to think, that an 
Emperor ought always to Fight with bis own 
Hand. He maintain'd a ſort of a Naval Fight 
in the Lake, and killed ſeveral. So Germany 
being conquer'd, he wrote an Account of 1t to 
__ Senate and People of Rome, to this Pur- 
pole : 
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Hedeſigns From Germany he came to the City Sirmium 
upon Scla- in Sclawonia, intending to make War upon 
vOnla, 


ficient to hold them. | 
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It is impoſſibie, Fathers of the Senate, to exyreſ:} a 
ell that we hawe done; For 400 Miles about well S 
bawve Burnt the Villages of the Germans, driven n 
away their Cattel, taken Priſoners, and ſlain allff h 
that oppoſed w. We mamiaimed s Fight m a f 
Lake. We bad penetrated their Woods, but that 11 
the depth of their Lakes permitted ws no paſſage hi 
over to them. el 

Together with this, he ordered Pi&ures offff th 
this War, as it was, to be drawn and laid be-if| be 
fore the Senate, that they might read, as well 01 
as hear his Exploits. Which Pictures after his Be 
death the Senate commanded to be taken down] £0 
and burnt. Indeed he hated the Senate in hi af 
heart, becauſe he imagined that they deſpiſed fl: 
him. In all his other Engagements, which R 
were many, he came off always Conqueror, Fi 
and took great Booties, and many Priſoners fl C 
He ſays in another Letter which he ſent to 
the Senate, thus: 

In ſo ſhort @ time, Fatbers of the Senate, I baw 
Foug ht more Battels than any of the Antients ever 
did. 1 have brought away as much Booty from 
the Enemy's Country, into our own, as exceeds all 
manner of Expetiation;, And ſo many Captives, 
that the Dominions of the Empire are ſcarce IG 


the Sarmate; and very ambitious he was to 
reduce the Northern Parts as far as to the O- 
cean, unto the Obedience of the Roman Em: 
pire.» Which if he had lived, he would have 


done, ſays Herodian , who favours him, out of 
2 
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2 Prejudice, it is to be thought, to Alexander 
Severus, But when the People of Rorze were 
no longer able to ſupport his Crueley, becauſe 
he revived the Practiſes of the Informers and 
falſe Accuſers, Counterfeited Plots to kill the 
Innoctne, Condemned all that came before 
him without Mercy, made Beggars of the rich- 
eſt Men, and raiſed himſelf Money upon o- 
thers Ruinsz put to Death divers who had 
been Conſuls, and Great Commanders with- 
out cauſe; ſent for them from the utmoſt 
Bounds of the Empire, in a Barbarous manner, 
to appear before him ; kept others in Priſon, 
ll and omitted nothing in fine, that ſeemed to 
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df flatter his Cruel Inclinations, they reſalved to , ,,;ver- 
ſal Revole. 


A Revolt. And not the Romans only, but the 
rl Forces that were in Africe; becauſe he was fo 
«0 Cruel upon the Soldiers, Conſpired in their 
off Opinions with the Romans, and made a great 
and a ſudden Revolt, in which they ſer up 
Gordianws to be Emperor, who was the Pro- 
conſul of Africe, and a Perſon of much Worth, 
in this manner ; 

There was a Receiver of the Exchequer in 
Libys, who in favour of Maximin, to raiſe him 
the more Money, grievoully Exacted upon e- 
very body; till the People of the Country, and 
ſome of the Soldiers fell upon him and killed 
him, in fpight of the Oppoſition of his Party 
which defended him, and which ſtaod up for 
the Honour and the Intereſts of Maximin, The 
Proconſul of Africs at this time, was Gordianas ; 
a Man advanced in Years, but of very great 
Warth and Virtue, which made him to be be- 


loved; 
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loved ; and one who had been put into tha 
Command by the Emperor Alexander Severvs, 
with the Concurrence of the Senate, Now the 
Party that had killed that Receiver of the Ex- 
chequer to Maximin, could not think themſelves | 
in ſafety after what they had done, unleſs they 
proceeded to ſome further Meaſures, which . 
might give a New Turn to the Face of Aﬀairs, . 


Gordian $9 they came to Gordianws to conſtitute him ,, 


forc'd to 
accept the 1nd refuſed it with all the Averſton and Ear- ” 


Empire. qneſtneſs in the World. They drew their Swords F 


Emperor. He threw himſelf upon the ground, 


upon him, and preſented all their Arms againſt] <. 
him to kill him, unleſs he complyed with them, 6 
upon the place; and not only him, but his Son 
after him, and all his Houſe. Then he Con- " 
ſented. He accepted the Purple, and was Pro-Y,, 
claimed, he and his Son together as his Col- di, 
league, at the Town of Thy/dras. From thence 
he came to Carthage, attended with a Body of 
Guards, and all the Pomp of a Prince. Hef 
ſence an Account from Carthage of what had. 
paſſed to Rowe, to the Senate; who received 
his Letters with Joy, and acknowledg'd and 
Proclaim'd him and his Son Emperors of Rome: 
All the Delators that had Pimp'd to Maxi 
1m, and all his Friends, particularly Vitalianw 

the Captain of the Guards, were heren 
put to death, and Sabinws the Governour ** 
City of Rowe, was knocked on the head in the 
Streets. The Senate at the ſame time, openly 
and publickily declared IAaximin and his Son [; 
Enennes : They ſent Letters into all the Pro- 
YING2s, to call upon them to Afliſt ro the Com- 
mon 
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mon Safety and the Publick Liberty : Which 
| Letters were generally received well ; ſome few 
©F Towns continued in their Fidelity co Maximin, 
and betrayed the Orders and Perſons that 
SY were ſent to them. In all others, the Friends, 
TE Magiſtrates, Commanders, Tribunes and Sol- 
h diers of Maximin, followed the Fate of his o0- 
5} ther Friends at Rowe. The Senate's Letter to 
} the Provinces was this: 

' To all Proconſuls, Preſidents, Lieutetants, Com- Thy ge. 

I. manders, Tribunes, Magiſtrates, and to all Cities, nates 

Free Towns, Towns, Villages, and Caſtles; The Letter. 

it Senate and People of Rome, whoſe Deliverance 

| from the Tyranny of the moſt Cruel Maximin #5 

mn Commenced by the Prinzes the Gordiani , w:ſh 

If Health and the ſame Safety with themſelves. By 

ri the Favour of the Gods, we have obtained Gor- 
 Edianus, « Perſon of the greateſt Merit and Vir- 

* tue, a Senator, and @ Proconſul, to be our Sove- 

+ fraign, We bave Proclaimed him. And not him 

Je alone, but bis Son in Conjunttiow with him, who 

* &: 4 Noble Neuth, for the greater Security of the 

ed tate, It is for you to Concur wh Us, to the 
ommon Good and Safety ; to oppoſe in the mean 

ime the wicked Deſigns of thoſe that threaten us ; 

nd as for Maximin and his Friends, where ever 

bey are, to purſue them to Death We have ad- 

#dged bim an Enemy, togetber with his Son, 

Now the A& of the Senate for Conſticuting 
T he two Gord:ani, the Father and the Son, Em- 
Wy Fcrors, paſſed in this manner: On the 6ch-: 
ON Bfthe Calend: of Fane, the Senate being Aﬀſem« 
[0 Fed in the Temple of Caſtor and Pollux, Funitt 
MF laws che Conſul, read the Letter of Gordia: 
hon C mus 
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mus to them, which he had received out of 
Africa, The Letter was this. 

Fathers of the Senate, It was altogether againſt 
my Will, that the People of this Country, and the 
Army to whom the preſervation of it is committed, 
have called me to the Empire. But with an eye 
to, you, | content my ſelf to ſuſtain that Neceſſuty. 
It is for you to conſider what you will do, For 
till I recerve the Fudgment of the Senate, 1 ſhall 
be unceriain and full of doubt, what courſe to take, 

As ſoon as this Letter was read, the Senate 
Anſwered it in theſe Acclamations. 

The God's preſerve our Auguſtus, and our Em: 
peror Gordianus. The Gods give a bappy Reign 
to your Majeſty, who bath Dilivered us. May 
Jour Majeſty, who is our Deliverer, Reign m 
ſafety, The State is ſee in you. We give you 


all poſſible Thanks. 

Then the Conſul moved the Senate, anc 
ſaid : Fathers of the Senate, what is your fudg- 
ment as to the Maximins? They cryed, Ee 
mies, Enemies. The Conſul moved the Senate 
again, and faid, What # your Judgment as to 
the Friends and Adherents of Maximin 2 The 
cryed, Enemies, Enemies! whoever kills the 
ſhall recerye a Premium. 

Then theſe Acclamations followed : Let the 
Enemy of the Senate be Crucified.. Let the En 
mies of the Senate in all Parts be deftroyed. 
the Encmies of the Senate be burnt Alive. Tl 
Gods ſave our two Emperors the Gardiani ! 
you bath Live; May you both Reign together i 
Happineſs ! We Decree the Pretorſhip to Gordiam- 
the Third, the Grandſon, We promiſe a Conſu 
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ſhip to the Grandſon of Gordianus. Let the 
Grandſon of Gordianus receive the Title of Czlar. 


Let Gordianus the Third, enter upon the Office of 


a Praetor. . 
When this Ordinance of the Senate was 
brought to Maximin, he, who was naturally 
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fierce, broke out into ſuch a rage and paftion, yo» the 
you would think him more like a Lion than a News. 


Man. He beat himfelf againit che Wall, and 
ſometimes threw himſelf upon the ground. 
He roared extravagantly, and drew h1s Sword, 
as if he would kill the Senate : he tore 1n pieces 
his Royal Cloaths, and ſtruck at ſuch as were 
next him; and if his own Son had not recred 
out of his way, they ſay, he would have pull'd 
out his Eyes. The reaſon ot his Paffion againſt 
his Son was this: He had ordered him at their 
fcſt entrance to the Empire, to go and live at 
Rome ; which his Son out of his too great love 
to his Father, having negleted, Maximin 


] choughtr, thatif but his Son had been at Rome,the 
4 Senate would never have dared to attempt this 


Revole, Whilſt he was in this extream Pafli- 
on, his Friends carried him to his Bed. The 
next day, becauſe he could not otherwiſe con- 
tain himſelf, nor lay afide the thoughts of his 
Reſentments, they ſet him to drown them in 


i Wine; which he did. The day after he al- 


ſembled a Council of his Friends, to conſider 


'What was beſt to be done. They ſaid little ; 


ſomie of them in their hearts applauded the 
i At of the Senate, From this Council, he 


went to his Army ; whom he harangued 1n a 


[ Speech, which was full of Paſſion againſt Gor- 
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dianus and the Africans that had ſet him up, 
and eſpecially azainſt the Senate ; and then 
he exhorts them to Revenge their common 
{njuries. The Speech was this : 
11:00... My Fellow- Soldiers, 1 am to tell you @ Thing, 
1Speech x | 
16 the Ars Which you will not think to' be any News to you, 
nl. you know the Country ſo well, which is this; The 
Airicans bawve revolted and broken their Faub 
with me. I would fain know, when did they 
ever kcep it with any? Gordianus 8 feeble Old 
Man, with one Foot in the Grave, hath taken 
upon him the Empire, And our Holy Fathers of 
the Senate,” bave made by you Emperor, with 
kim. Thoſe moſt Holy Fathers of the Senate! 
i} who, as they once Murdered the Thrice Noble 
> Jahus Ca'ar, Jo now they bave adjudged me an 
| Enemy, at the ſame time that I am Fighting for 
| them, and Conquering for them.. Nor « it Me 
, only, whom they have adjudged ſo, but You and 
7 a:l that are with me, Therefore if you are Men, 
uf and Men of Bravery and Courage, let us march 
ih arainſt the Senate and againſt the Africans, and 
#9, you ſhall have all their Eſtates amongſt you. 
'Y Having ſaid this, he gave them a great Boun- 
4 ty, and began to March them cowards Rome. 
VE. In the mean time Gordianus in Africa having 
"4 diſplaced Capellianus from the Government of 
If the Province of Mauritania, becauſe he was a 
l Fiend of Maximin, Capellianas had put himſelf 
id upon his detence, and gathered together 


a Body of Men againit him. Gord:anws the 
| f' 1'ather ſent his Son Gordianws to meet and Fight 
| | | Capell;aniu. They Engaged One another with 
T% '1cat Wbitinacy, Gordrants Was killed and loſt 
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the Battle : which his Father much lamenting, Taung 

and knowing that Maximin was very ſtrong, Gordia- 
and that on the contrary the Africans were a 
People not ſufficient for him to truſt to, and gz G1. 


nus /l am, 


full of Treachery, he, rather than to fall into gianus 


the hands of Maximin, put an end to his own =» Lim- 
cf, 


days, and Strangled himſelf. 

Capellianus made good ule of this Vidory. 
He ſlew and proſcribed all he found of the 
Party of Gordianus ; he ſpared none, as if he 
acted with the very Soul of Maximin in him. 
He ſubverted whole Cities, plundered the 
Temples, diſtributed the Booty of the Temples 
amongſt his Soldiers, He cut in pieces Poor 


and Rich together; ingratiating himſelf much 


with the Soldiers, that in caſe Maximin ſhould 
dye, himſelf might have a fair hic for the 
Empire. 

When the News of this was brought to 
Rome, the Senate being more in fear than ever 
upon it, of the Cruelty of Maximin, which 
upon ſo much provocation given, he had Rea- 


ſon, as much as it was his Nature, to exert, - 


they ſet up Pupienus Maximus and Clodis Bal- 
binus to be Emperors, together with Gordianys 
the Third , a Youth, who was the Grandſon 
of Gordianws the Firſt. So they had three Em- 
perors to ſupport them againſt Maximin, at 
once. The firſt had been the Governour of 
the City of Rowe; had paſſed through many 
high Offices with reputation, and was one of 
great Worth and Note, but not of Birth. A; 
he was of the ſeverer Life, ſo was he the molt 
Prudent and moſt Valorous of all che three : 
G3 and 
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and therefore both the Senate and Belbiaxs, his 
Brother, who was a more caſte Man, com- 


mitted the War againſt Maximin to him. He + 
went, Balbinws tarried at Rome ; where there | 


aroſe inteſtine Broils and domeſtick Seditions 
in a manner that was more violefit, than Bei- 
binws was able to ſuppreſs ; till the Soldiers of 
the Guards cut in pieces ſeveral of che People. 
Galicanuws and Mecenas were particularly killed 
in this Fray, and a great part of the City was 
burnt. 

Maximin was well refreſhed, to hear of the 
death of Gordianw and his Son, and of the 
Victory of Capelianu. But when again he 
received the further News of the Ac of the 
Senate for the conſtituting Maximus, Balbina, 
and Gordianus Emperors, he concluded that 
the Hatred of che Senate to him was Perpe- 
tual, and that they did all really make hm a 
publick Enemy; ſo he was the more violent 
ro advance his Expedition into Jzaly: He 
croſſed the Alps, and came to Hemona, a City 


- which anciently ſtood in the way to Aquileia. 


Some ſay he found this City empty, and de- 
lerted, which he was pleaſed to fee, as if i 
was, that they had all ceded to the Power of 
his Arm. However it was, when he came to 
Encamp on the Plain, he could not find Pro- 
vitions to recruit his Army. For the People 
of the Country, according to the Advices that 
were ſent them, had every where driven their 
Cattel and their Proviſions, and retired within 
the Town, on purpoſe that Maximin and his 
Army Yhould periſh tor want of a 
2 6p : This 
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This incenſed his Army againſt him. They 
did not think to be ſtarved in [aly, but to be 
mightily refreſhed after their Journey over the 
Alps. They began firſt to murmur within 
themſelves, then to ſpeak ſome things openly, 


which he pretending to revenge upon them, 


they Mutined fill more ; but deferred to dil- 
cover it, till a convenient time, which pre- 
ſented it ſelf not long after. He advanced to 
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the City of Aquileia ; who ſhut their Gates a- Maximus 
ainſt him, and were reſolved to defend them- **/ege> 


elves, under the Condu&t of E109 and quilts 


Criſpinw, emo Officers of the Order of the 
Conſuls, who were ſent to them from the Se- 
nate, He offered them Propoſitions, where. 
on to Surrender: To which che People had 
well nigh conſented, but that Menopbilzs and his 
Partner withſtood them, and ſaid, That they 
were afſared of Conquering Maximin; becauſe 
Apollo, the Tutelar God of the Place, had dil- 
covered as much to them by his Soothſayers. 
Hence the Party of Maximin, after they were 
defeated, took occalion to ſay, That it was 
Apollo who fought againſt them; and the 
Victory which was obtained, was not a Vico- 
ry of Maximus, nor of the Senate, but it was 
a Vicory of the Gods. Act leaſt they pretended 
to ſay this for themſelves, becauſe they were 
aſhamed indeed, that ſp weak and fo 11-pro- 
vided a Place had held it out againſt fo ſtrong 
an Army. Maximin paſſed the River upon a 
Bridge of Boats, and began to lay cloſe Siege 
to it, This Service was hot on both fides. 
Maximin and his Son went round the Walls, 
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as near as poſlible, and ſometimes encouraged 
on their Men, ſometimes made Overtures te 
thoſe in the Town. But all did them no great 
good. Both his Son and he had many Re- } 
roaches thrown upon them, becauſe of the | 
3eauty of the one, and the Cruelty of the o- 
ther. At length thinking that it was the 
Lazineſs of his Officers, which was the cauſe 
that the Siege was protracted , he put ſome of 
thoſe to death, at a time when he the leaſt 
ſhould have done it ; becauſe it made his Army 
the more diſſatisfied with him. In the mean 
time his Army was 1n a great want of Proviſt- 
ons: For the Senate had ſent Orders to all 
the Provinces, and to the. Governours of the 
Ports, that they ſhould ſuffer no Convoys to 
paſs to him: They had alſo ſent Preztors and 
Quzxſtors to all Towns to keep ſtrong Guards, 
and to diſpoſe all manner of things, to his pre- 
judice. So that he who was the Befieger, ſut- 
tered the diſtreſs of Perſons befieged. Andait 
was laid, that all the World conſpired to hate Wpe: 
him. His Soldiers ſeeing this, and fearing flthr 
what might be the Conſequences of it, whole Wo! 
Wives and Children were aſſembled rogether Kro: 
upon tne Mountain Albano not far off, they Wha! 
took their opportunity, when they were at lei- Wthe 
ſure from Action, and whilſt Maximin and his Withe 
Son were repoſed in their Tent about Noon, Wth: 
t> fall upon them, and kill them. Their Wrhi 
Heads they fix'd upon Spears, and ſhew'd them {hu 
to the Garriſon of Aquileia. The Statuesand IT 
Images that were of Maximin in the Camp, IV: 
were immediately defaced and taken owy ; BU 
rac 
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the Captain of the Guards to him killed, with 
others of his particular Friends, and the Heads 
of both the Father and the Son were lent to 
* Rome. 
* This was the End of the two Maximins. An 

End, juſt upon the Father, who deſerved it 
for his Cruelty, as much as it was ſevere upon 
the Son, who was a good Prince. All the Pro- 
vinces received the News wich great joy.. But 
the Barbarians regreted his lols. His Army 
ſubmutred ; whereof ſuch as were declared pub- 
lick Enemies, were put to death ; the reſt were 
received by the Town of Agquileia: A great 
Convoy of Provifions was ſent to them into 
their Camp, which was almoſt ſtarving, and 
the next day they all took the Oath of Fidelity 
to Maximas, Balbinus, and Gordianus ; Adored 
before their Images, and acknowledged the 


Three 


new Em 


two late Gordiani as Gods, who had loſt their perors. 


Lives in the Cauſe againſt Maximin. 

It js not eaſte to expreſs the great Joy that ap- 
peared, as the Head of Maximin was carried 
through the Country of Italy to Rome. Every 
body was glad to run to meet ir. The Empe- 
ror Maximus was then at Ravenna ; where he 
had raiſed himſelf ſome Auxiliary Troops of 
the Germans, and was making Preparations for 
the War. But as ſoon as he received the News, 
that the Maximins were both killed, and that 
their Army had yielded, and ſworn Fidelity to 
him and his Colleagues, he diſmiſſed thole 
Troops, and immediately writ Letters of the 
Victory to Rome : where it produced ſuch an 
Univerſal Jov, that every bady repaired co che 
Altars, 
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Akars, Temples, the Chappels and the Rel 
pious Houſes, to give Thanks unto the Gods 
for it. The Emperor Balbinw, who was by 
nature a Timerous Man, and who trembled 


when he but heard the Name of Maximin, 
offered a Sacrifice of an hundred Beaſts, and 
ordered the ſame to be repeated: through all 
the Cities of taly, Then Maximus returned 
to Rowe: Coming to the Senate, he Congra- 
tulated to them the Succeſs of his Expedition, 
and made a Speech. After which he, Balbinas, 
and Gordianus, went together to the Court, at- 
tended with all the uſual Acclamations of Joy 
and ViRory. 

It is fir to know, what a Decree the Senate 
paſſed upon this, and what a Day it was with 
the People at Rowe, when the News arrived of 
the Death of Maximin. The Expreſs ſent with 
it from Aquileis, took his way by Ravemna to 
deliver it firſt to the Emperor Maximws, and 
yet he made {uch haſte by change of Horſes, 
that he reached Rome in four days, which was 
never known done before. The two Empe- 
rors Balbinus and Gordianus, with all the People, 
were then aſſembled in the Theatre , at the 
Pubhck Diverciſements. Immediately as the 
Expreſs came into the Theatre, before he could 
have the time to fay any thing, all the People 
cryed out with great Joy, Maxim is Killed; 
which was a grateful Hearing to the Emperors 
So the Company role, and every one went 
ſtrait to the Temples and the Chappels, to re- 
turn their Thanks to the Gods, From thence 


the Emperors went to the Senate, which a_— 
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bled upon this Occaſion, 'as likewiſe did the 
People; and after the Emperor Baibinus had 
read to the Senate the Letter which was arri- 
ved from Maximus, the Senate paſſed this De- 
cree, as follows. 1) 


The Gods Purſue the Enemie; of the People of 
Rome. We return our Thanks to thee for the 
ſame, O moſt Excellent Jupiter, and to Thee, O Holy 
Apollo! We Thank the Emperor Maximus. We 
Thank Your Majeſties bere preſent, Balbinus and 
Gordianus, We Decree Temples ts the Honour 
of the Emperors the Gordiani, deceaſed, The 
Name of Maximin, as it hath already been eraſed 
out of the Publick Monuments, ſo now let it be 
eraſed out of our Thoughts, and be forgotten fir 
ever; Let the Head of the Publick Enemy be 
thrown ito the River, and no Man Bury bis 
Body. He that threatned the Senate with Death 
and Bonds, is Killed as be deſerved. We give 
our Thanks for it to your moſt Sacred Majeſties, 
Maximus, Baloinus and Gordianus. The Gods 
Preſerve you- We all wiſh you Vicory over your 
Enemies, We all deſire the Return and Preſence 
4 Maximus. The Gods Save Your Majeity 

albinus. Your Majeſties will be pleaſed to be 
the Conſuls this Year. 


Afﬀeer this, Cupidius Celerimus faid thus. 


Having Eraſed the Name of the Maxinuns, 
and Deified the Emperors the Gordiani, we on 
the other band Decree Tr: -Starwer, 2464 
Elephants, to our preſent Princes Maxim = Bal- 

. NUus, 
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binus, avd Gordianus: We Decree them Tri. 
urpbal Chariots, Statues on Horſeback, and Tre 
phies, wpon the Subjeft of ths Vittory. 


Then the Senate Adjourn'd. The Empe: 
rors retired to the Palaces, and Publick Sa: 
crifices were appointed throughont all the City 
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Juttus Caerrtorinus. 
AXIMIN the Second, or the 
Younger, and the Son of the fore- 
going, Was a Youth of that extra- 

ordinary Beauty, that generally the 
Ladies of Wit were in Love with him: ſome - 
of them even wiſhed themſeves a part in his 
areſles, and to have Children by ho He 


was 
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was ſo Tall, that had he lived, it 1s probable, 
he would have reach'd the heighth of his Fa- 
ther. But he dyed in the Flower of his Youth, 
in his one and twentieth Year, or, as ſome 
tay, in his eighteenth. He had learn'd the 
Greek and Laun Languages to 2-Pert&ion, 
In the Greek his Maſter was Fabilius, who hath 
ſeveral Epigrams in the Greek, yet extant; 
and particularly ſome that he made upon the 
Pi&ture of his Scholar. In the Latin he had 
the Grammarian Philemon, Modeſtinus the Law- 
ye, and Tizenrs the Orator. The Father of 
which laſt was he, who hath written a Choro- 
2raphy of the Provinces of the Reman Empire, 
and was called the Ape of bu Age; becauſe he 
Imitated all things He had a Greek Rheto- 
rigian called Eugemus, who was Famous 1n his 
time. Frunia Fadilla, a Daughter of the Fa- 
mily of the Princes, the Awionis, was Cons 
tracted to him ; who afterwards was Married 
to Toxotius, a Senator of the ſame Family, who 
dyed after his Prztorſhip, and hath written 
fome Poems, which we have at this day, The 
Preſents winch were given to her by Maximin 
when he Contracted her, are particularly re- 
counted by eElins Cordar. A Locket of nine 
great Pearls, a Head (ſet with eleven Emeralds, 
a Bracelet of four Jacynths, Garments of Cloth 
of Gold, and all the Ornaments of Princely 
Attire, which were fit for a New Spouſe. 

As this Maximin was very Beautiful, ſo he 
carried a Pride to the higheſt degree: he kept 
himſelf Sitting, when his Father, as Cruel as 


he was, many times roſe to Perſons of Honour, 
that 
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that came to wait upon him. He was of a 
gay Humour, Drank lutle, but loved good 
Eating, eſpecially of the wild Creatures of the 
Field ; the Wild Boar, Duck, Crane, and the 
like, were his conſtant Diſhes. Thoſe of the 
Party of the Emperors Maximus , Balbinas, 
and Gordianxs, and particularly the Senators, 
were willing to ({lander him becauſe of his 
great Beauty : Pretending, that it was im- 
poſſible, that ſo charming a Gift of the Gods 
could be kept uncorrupt. So alſo, when he 
went about the Walls of Aquileia, in Com- 
pany with his Father, to perſuade that City 
to a Surrender. All that they pretended to 
objet againſt him, was, the matter of Un- 
cleanneſs, becauſe of his tempting Beauty, which 
however was very far from him. He was ſo 
Proper 1n his Cloaths, that no Lady in the 
World could be more. He was extreamly 
Obſequious to ſuch as were of his Father's 
Friends; that is, fo far as to ge thein what 
was in his power, and make them Largeſles, 
But when they paid their Reverences to him, 
he received them in a manner, which was 
again as high. Ho gave them his Hand to 
kiſs; he ſuffered them to kiſs his Knees, and 
fometimes his Feet : which his Father would 
never do; who ſaid, The Gods forbid, that any 
free-born Man ſhould lay ba Lips to my Feet. 
Having mention'd his Father, I defire to in- 
ſert one pleaſant Paſſage of him, He was, 
as I have obſerved before 1n his Lite, Eight 
Foot and almoſt a halt high. Therefore his 
Shoe , or Royal Buskin, was given by ſome, 

. to 
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to be ſeen publickly, in a Religious Houſe in 
a Grove, which is betwixt the City Aquileia, 
and a place called Arzia: which Shoe, it 
1s certain, is bigger by a Foot, than the Mea- 
ſure of any other Man: And hence it is be- 
come a Proverb to ſay of one, who is of an 
extraordinary Height, without much Wit, C#- 
liga Maximini. 1. e- He u the Print of Maxi- 
min ; He treads in bs Shoe, But I return to 
ſpeak of the Son. 

The Emperor Alexander Severzs m a Letter 
to his Mother Mammes, appears to have had 
fome thoughts of Matching this Maximin to 
his own Siſter Theoclia, The Lecter was this. 


Madam, 


[ Would propoſe to you, to Marry your Daughter 
Theoclia to the younger Maximin, dvd not 
hs Father, who #s @a Commander in our Forces, 
ard I aſſure you a very good one, retain ſome- 
thing in him, that ſavours of the Barbarian. | 
fear my Siſter, who # ſo acquainted with all the 
Politeneſs of the Grecian Edutation, w:ll not en- 
dure a Father in Law of that Nature, Other- 
wiſe, as fot the Touth himſelf , be s Beautiful 
and Ingenions, and ſeems to be bred, and poliſhed 
to the Mode of the Grecians too: Thu x what 1 
think, You may pleaſe to conſider with your ſelf, 
whether you will rather chooſe to have to be your 
Son in- Law Him, or Meſlala 3 who i of 4n Ho- 
wourable Family, ind a wery Powerful Orator, a 
Learned Man, and who, if I miſtake not, would 
make a good Soldier, if be was put tothe War. 


Thut 
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Thus that Prince ſpeaks of the Younger 
Maximin. I have little more to add concern- 
ing him, beſides a Letter of his Father's, ex- 
prefling the Reaſons of his creating him Em- 
peror in conjunion with himſelf; 


I, ſays he, bewe permitted my Son Maximin 
to be made Emperor together with me, both out 
of the Aﬀettion which a Father owes to @ Son, 
and alſo becauſe the People of Rome and that 
Antient Senate may ſee, and ſwear, That they 
never bad a more Beautiful Prince in their lives. 


His Coat of Mail was all of Gold, after the 
Example of the Prolomizs of Egypt. He had 
another all of Silver, His Shield was of Gold, 
enriched with Precious Stones, and his Javelin 
of Gold ; he had Swords of Silver, and others of 
Gold He negle&ed nothing that could ferve to 
aſſiſt his Beauty. His Helmets were fer with 
Jewels and Emboſſed. As for what concerns his 
Pleaſures and his Amours , with which els 
Cordus aſperſes him, I muſt reter the Reader, if 
he defires to know them, rather to that Author, 
than delay my proſecution of the Lives of che 
other Princes that follow , in obedience to the 
Commands which I have received; | _; 

The Omens of his Reign were theſe: A His Ad- 
Serpent came and ewined it ſelf about his *«rce- _ 
Head as he ſlept. A Vine which he Planted, pene/ore 
produced at the end of the Year large Grapes, © 
of the colour of Purple; and grew to a won- 
derful greatnefs. His Shield burnt by bein 
expoled to the Sun: His Javelin was cletc 
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erfetly in two front the top to the bottom, 
by Lightning. Which the Soothſayers remark'd 
2s an Omen, that there ſhould ariſe Two 
Emperors upon the Throne of the ſame Houle 


and the ſame Names, but that they ſhould not? 
\ Jong Reign. When he was under his Maſter 


that taught him Grammar, a. Lady his Rela 
tion preſented him with a Homer 1n Purple, 
written in Characters of Gold. Being invited, 
when a little Youth, by the Emperor Alexan 
der Severus to Supper, out of reſpec to his Fa: 
ther, and wanting the proper Veſt to fit down 
in, that Prince furniſh'd him with one of hi 


' own. As a Chariot of the Emperor Antonin 


Caracallxs paſſed the Streets empty, 1mmedaate 
ly he leapt into it, and fat himſelf down, and 
was with much ado, prevailed ro come out a- 
gain, Caracallius was told of it, and withal 
deſired to have a care of ſuch an Auſpiciou 
Boy. Nay, lays Caracallius, He « a great wa) 
off of being my Succeſſor : For at that time he 
was too mterior for that Matter, by his Qua 
lity, as well as his Years. 

The Omens of his Death were theſe: As 
he and his Father were on their March againſt 
the Emperors Maximw, Balbinus, and Gordie 
»#,, a Woman met them with her Hair all 
diſheveled, and in a mourntul figure, crying, 
The Maximins, the Maximins, the Maximins ; as 
if ſhe meant co ſay, Help: But ſhe could ſpeak 
no more, and dyed. "The ſecond days March, 
at Night, above a dozen Dogs ſet up a moſt 
miſerable Howling about his Tent, and in the 


morning were found dead. - Fiye hundred 
Wolyes 
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Wolves together enticed into the City of He- 
»ons ater him: that 15, the ſame, which up- 
on his arrival was delerted by all its People. 
But it would take me up too much time to re- 
7 cite all the things of this nature. He who 1s ſo 
over-curious to defire to know them, I would 
with him only to read e£1;#5 Cordrws, who lets 
nothing eſcape him, even to a Fable. There 
are no Sepulchres of the Maximins extant. Their 
Bodies wers thrown into a River, and their 
Heads burnt in the Field of Mars, with great 
vn Inſults and Rejoycings of the People. 
wl I am not however to omit an Obſervation 
of Elizs Sabinus. He ſays, The Younger 
el Maximin had a Face fo fine and ſo well made, 
10 that after his Head was cut off, as much as 
a-Wic was macerated, blackened and be{ineared 
al with Gore, any one might ſee, that ic was 
ul the Face of one, who had been an extraor- 
9 dinary beautiful Perfon:: and therefore when 
El the Head of the Father was carried about 
+Wupon a Spear, and great Joy made to fee it; 
People were almoſt as much on the contrary 
\sMcroubled, to ſee the Head of the Son ſerved 
iſo too. A Greek Hiſtorian Dexippzs als, 
+ Wthat the Son, together with the Captain of 
| Fthe Guards, A4nolmas, was killed in 2 fight 
p Wof the Father. Others ſay, that afcer the 
Father had ſeen his Son killed before his 
eyes, he with his own Hand killed himſzlf, 
to' avoid the Treatment of tis Enemies. 
However that 1s ,' we cannot forbear to re- 
member the extraordinary Firmne(s of che 
City of Aquilcia to the Intereſts of the Senate 
D 2 again? 
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againſt the Maximms, They maintain'd the 
Siege with that Obſtinacy , that when they 
wanted Strings for their Bows, they ſerved 
themſelves of the Womens Hair, to make 
"| Strings of : which had been ſometime done 
| x before by the City of Rowe, In Memory 
Et whereof, and to the Honour of the Ladies, 
the Senate there Dedicated a Temple to Venw 
with this Title, Veneri Calve; To Venus 
the Bald, 
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| Addreſs'd to the 
EMPHROR 


Conſtantine the Great: 


of Gerdianss, according to the Ac+ ran. 

count of the beſt and faithfulleſt Ht 

The firſt of the Three, or Gordianw 

the Elder, was the Son of Macius Marullus, 
of the Family of the Grecchi, and Ulpia Gor- 
dans, of the Family of the Emperor Trajes, 
D 3 His 


T'** were Three Princes of the Name ;;., Fe. 
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His Father, Grandfather, and Great Grand- 
father had been Conſuls. His Wife's Father, 
and her Grandfather and Great Grandfather 
had been Conſuls. Himſelf had been a Con- 
ſul, and a very Rich and very Powerful one 
alſo. He lived in the Houfe which was for- 
merly go 1 the Great at Rome ; and he had 
more Land belonging to him in the Provinces, 
than any one private Man befides. After his 
Conſulihip, in which the Emperor Alexander 
Severus was his Partner, he was made the Pro- 
conful of Africa by an Ordinance of the Senate. 

Whilſt he was a Youth he writ ſeveral 


2:e3, and Poems, now Extant: in which he offers to 
Munf:- 6utdo at leaſt the Attempts of Cicero in Poetry 


v* NCC, 


upon the ſame Subje&ts: And as Virgi! writ 
e/Eneids, Statins his Achilleidos, and Homer 11 
liads, lo Gordianus wrote his Anteniniade: ; 
which 1s a Poem in Thirty Books, and very 
Elegant Verſe, containing the Lives and Wars, 
the Publick and Private Actions of the Empe- 
rors Antoninus the Pious, and Marcus Antoninus, 
Afterwards, as he grew, he Declaimed in the 
Publick School upon Controverſies, in the 
preſence of the Emperors.themſelves. He was 
very Magnificent in his Quzſtorſhip. The Year 
that he was Fidile, he eines the People 
of Rome at his own <expence, Twelve times, 
with the Publick Shews: that is, "once apy 
Month: and ſometimes he preſented fivetmn- 
dred couple of Gladiators at a Shew, never 
teſs- than one hundred and fifty. ' He had a 
hundred Wild Beafts of Africa Hunted in one 
day ; another a thouſand Bears: his fixch day 
G , X + ; Is 
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is very Memorable. There were two hundred 
ſtout Stags. Hunted by Britams 3 thirty Wild 
Horſes, a hundred Wild Sheep, ten Elks, a 
hundred Cyprien Bulls, three hundred Red Bar- 
bary Oftriches, thirty Wild Aſſes, one hundred 
and fifty Boars, two hundred Wild Goats, and 
two hundred Deer. All theſe he gave in One, 
which was his f1xth day, to be Hunted, caken 
and divided amongſt the People. There is a 


Painting of it vet to be ſeen, in the Houle 


where he lived, of the Great Pompey : which 
Houſe was his, and his Father's, and his Grand- 
father's before him : but ſince confiſcated in 
the time of the Emperor Pb:lip. 

In his Prztorſhip he acquitted himſelf No- 
bly. After which, he was Conſul the firſt 
time in conjun@ion with the Emperor Anto- 
nizus Caracalius, the ſecond time in conjunaion 
with the Emperor Alexander Severus. He had 
two Children ; a Son, who was a Conſul, and 
afterwards his Colleague in the Empire, who 
was killed in the Battel in Africe near Car- 
thage; and a Daughter, called Mecis Fanſftina, 
who married Junius Balbus, who was allo a 
Conful. In his Conſulſhips he was the moſt 
Famous of all of his time: ' inſomuch that 
the Emperor Caracellus envied him, and ad- 
mired ſometimes his Robes, ſometimes his 
Shews extreamly. He was the firſt Private 
Man of the Romans, that had a Conſular Tu- 
nick and Gown Embroidered with Paln leaves 
and other Devices in Gold, of his own : Be- 
cauſe before, the Emperors themlelves, when 


Conſuls, received thoſe Robes upon ſolemn 
D 4 Occafzons, 
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Occaſions, either cut of the Capitol where 
they were repoſted from time to time, or out 
of the Wardrobe of the Court. He gave, by 
the Emperor's leave, ten Sicilian Chariot- 
Horſes, and ten others bought out of Cappadocie, 
to be Run in the Cirque. So that he rendred 
himſelf dear to the Populace, who are always 
affected with theſe things. e£1ius Cordws ſays, 
that in all the Cities of Campania , Hetruris, 
Flaminia, Ombria, and the Picenwms, he divert- 
ed the People with the Sports of the Stage, and 
other Divertiſements, -upon his own Charges, 
for four days together. He writ in Proſe the 
Praiſes of all the Princes before him of the 
Name of Aztoninus ; which Name he fo loved, 
that when he entred his Son into the Publick 
Regiſter, before the Keeper of the Exchequer, 
according to the Roman Law, it is certain, he 
calied him, Antoninus Gordianus; 

' After his Conſulſhip he was choſen the Pro- 
conſul of Africa, with the conſent of all, who 
wiſhed well to che Honour of the Reign of 
Alexander Severus, in that Country. That 
Prince hath a Letter extant, in which he re- 
turns his Thanks to the Senate for making 
choice of ſo Deſerying a Perſon for that Em- 
ployment. ; 

Yow could not do any thing, ſays he, Fathers 
of the Senate, which :s more Grateful and more 
Pleafing to me, than jour making Choice of Gor- 
dianus 7o be the Proconſul of. Africa. A Man of 
Honour and Gallantry, Eloquent, Fuſt, Continent, 
Good, and ſo he goes on, 
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This ſhews, how Great a Man he then was. 
hen therefore he came into Africs, the Peo- 
ole Loved him, as they never did any Procon- 
ul before, Some called him a Scipio, ſome a 
ato, lome a Mutius Scewola, a Rutilius, and 
C. Lelius, One day particularly, ſays Fu- 
ius Cordus, as he was Reading in publick to 
hem an Order, from the Emperor his Maſter, 
hich began with theſe words, Since the Pro- 
on{ulſbip f the two Scipio's, the People took 
e Hint from thence to cry, A New Scipio, 
True Scipio, is the Proconſul Gordianus: All 
Happineſs ro Him : And ſeveral ſuch Acclama- 
ons as theſe, he heard frequently. 


ith comely gray Hairs, and a ſtately Viſage, 
ather ruddy than fair, a good full Face, Fi 
yes, Mouth and Brow , carried a Majeſty. 
e& was pretty big in the Body, As tb his 
\&ions, he was ſo Moderate, that you can 
y nothing that he ever did paſſionately or 
nmodeſtly, or to any manner of exceſs. He 
oved his Son and Grandſon , h:s Daughter 
and his Grand-daughter, very entirely, and 
according to all the Rules of Duty : He de- 
ferred ſo much to his Wife's Father, Amnius 
everus, that, as if he was in the Quality of a 
begotten Son to him, he never preſumed to 
Bath in the ſame Water with him, nor before 
he was a Prztor, to fit down in his preſence. 
When he was Conſul, he either dwelt with 
him always in his Houſe, or if he was at his 
own, he went to wait upon him» Morning or 
Night daily. He Drank little, and Eat leſs : 


was 


He was as to his Perſon, of a Rowan Height, His Per- 
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was proper in his Cloaths : loved Bathing ; { 
that in Summer he Bathed four or five time 
a day, and twice in the Winter: he Slept ve 
much. If he dined any time abroad with h 
Friends, he made no fcruple to fall afleep m 
on the Couches; which any body might { 
. was natural to him, and not cauſed by- ar 
Ebriety or Luxury. | 

Yet did not this good Life procure him 
happy End and Death. He who was in 
conduct of himſelf ſo Venerable, and was ii 
ways entertaining himſelf ſweetly with Pla 
Ariftotle, Tully, Virgil, and the reſt of the / 
tients, ſuffered an Exit that was very differe 
from his deſerts. As he remain'd the Procat 
ſul of Africa in the time of the Cruel and Vid, 
lent Maxim, after the deceaſe of his firſt - 
ſter the Emperor Alexander Severns, the Senail 
ſent his Son to him 1nto that Province, in tl 
Quality of a Lieutenant to afliſt him. Ne 
there was a Receiver of Maximin's, who 
Barbarous upon a great many of che People 
the Country, beyond even what Maximin hin 
ſelf would have ſuffered. Some he Proſcribe 
others he put to death; enterprizing man 
things beyond his Commiſhon , till at lengt 


the Proconſul and the Lieutenant took it vi of 


on them to reprove him. He neverthelci 
purſuing his Courſes, and threatning wi 
death Perſons of the Nobility, and © 

ſular Dignity, and the Africans not being al 
eo endure ſuch unwonted and outragious It 


uries, they firſt of all joyning ſome 'of thi | 


Soldiers to them, killed this Receiver. The 
( 
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J they bogan to think, what they ſhould do next 
M to ſecure the repoſe of the Country, and their 
own Lives, againſt the Party of Maximis. 
FM And it being the time that Meximin had ren- 


A Mauricins a Captain of Note amongſt the A4- 
ff fricans, and a Gentleman of good Birth, af- 

ſembled a Party of them together upon his 
own Grounds, near the City Thyſdras, and 
putting himlelt at the head of them, .he Ha- 
1 tangued them thus. 


Gentlemen and Fellow-Cirzens, 


ſuch another as himſelf, there is no ſafety for 
ws, wnleſs we ſet wp a New Emperor. We bave 
here a moſ# Noble Perſon, who is our Proconſul, 
topether with his Son, a Conſul, bis Lieutenant. 
| y were both of them threatned with Death by 
uy that Villain of a Receiver, If therefore you will 
agree with me, we will Conſtitute them our Em- 
WU perors, and Array them with the Purple, and the 
Ornaments of the Empire, according to the Laws 
of the Romans. 

a The Audience anſwer'd, It is Fuſft: It is 
mo Faſt. - The Gods ſave the Emperor Gordianus. 
wh We Welcome His Majeſty to the Empire. Be Tou, 
any Gordiatius , owr Emperor, and your Son Reign 

'Y with you. | 


UT ' Having done this, they went in haſte to th; 


T Town of Thy/drus, where Gordianus was. They 
; tound 


M dered himſelf odious unto all the World, one' 
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T thank the immortal Gods that they bave given gg,ch of 
0 us this neceſſary occaſion of providing for our [elves Maauricius 
TW againſ# that furious Creature Maximin. For to the A- 

ſimce we have killed his Reveiver, who was juſt \Ficans. 
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found the Venerable Old Gentleman repofed | 
upon the Bed, they told him the Reſolution I 1 
that had brought them chither, and preſented MF 1 
him with the Purple. He threw himſelt up-}& 2 
on the ground, and refuſed it with all the a 
G 
F 
tl 


earneſtneſs in the World. They took him up 
from the ground ; and at laſt when there was 
no poflible remedy for it, nor no other way 
to avoid the Peril, which was undoubtedly i | 
He is de- Great from the Party of Maximin, he ſuffered 
.clard himſelf to be proclaimed Emperor. ti 
Emperor. Now he was of the Ageof Eighty Years, and ſÞ w 
had been the Governour of many Provinces 
in his time ; and his Actions had ever recom- 
mended him ſo to the People of Rome, that 
he was lookt upon as one, that altogether de- 
ſerved the Empire. After he was Declared, 
his Party caſt down the Statues of Maximin, 
broke 1n pieces his Images, and by common 
conſent eraſed his Name out of the Publick 
Monuments. But upon Gerdianus - they con- 
ferred the Title of Gordianus Africanus ; not 
only becauſe he began his Reign in Africs, 
but upon the account of his Relation to the 
Family of che Scipio's. Some likewiſe ſurname 
both him and his Son Antonini ; others Antoni, 
However that is, after their Elevation at the 
Town of Thy/drus, they came from thence to 
Carthage, attended with all Princely. Pomp. 
Gordianus, the Son, who before was the Liew 
tenant to his Father, was appointed to be the 
Prince, that ſhould take the Field and be the 
General of the War. An Embaſſy was di 


ſpatched to the Senate at Rome with Letters, 
0 


on to > - . — 
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to give an Account of all this: which Letters 


were very well received by the Senate, whoſe 
Preſident at that time was Valerian, who was 
afterwards himſelf Emperor. Private Letters 


{ allo were ſenc to their Friends, who were Men 


of Power and Quality, to invite them to ap- 
prove the African Revolution, and to make 
themſelves more their Friends by contributing 
their affiftances to maintain it. 


45 


The Senate received the News of the ſet- Phich is | 


ting up of two ſuch Emperors againſt Maximin approv'd 


with fo great ſatisfation, that they not only +» the Se- 


approved of what was done, but made a choice "ec. 


of twenty Perſons out of themſelves, amongſt 
whom to divide the Country of [taly, in order 
to defend it in the behalt of the Gordiani, Of 
which number was Maximus and Balbines, 
who after the death of the ſame Gordiani in 
Africs, ſucceeded to the Empire by the Au 
thority of the Senate. In the mean time, an 
Embatly from Maximin arrived at Rome, with 
the promiſes of an Abolition of what was paſs'd 
to his prejudice. But the Embally of the Gor- 
diani prevailed above it; from which all the 
Gond was to be expected, that any one could 
delire: It promiſed the Soldiersa great Bounty, 
and the People Lands and Largeſſes: It was a 
great deal more credited, than that of Maximin : 
ſo that the Senate proceeded thereupon to cut 
off Vitalianus, who was the Captain of the 
Guards to Maximin at Rome. For Vitalianus 
was his Creature, and had already ſhewn 
himſelf of ſuch another cruel Diſpoſition as 
tis Maſter, the further ctte&ts wg _ 

readed ; 
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Vitalianus 
ſlain. 
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dreaded : and it is commonly ſaid , That the 
Method taken to do this, was contrived for 
the greater privacy thus. 

The Quzſtor and fome Soldiers wich him, 
who were Bold Men, were ſent to Vitalianu 
with Letters, pretended to be arrived for him 
from Maximin, The Letters were ſealed, as 
it were with Maximin's Signet. Having deli 
ver'd them, they told him, that they had ſome if 
things to ſpeak to im in private. He took lf z/ 
them from the Company, into a long Gallery: if a 
where, as his Eyes were upon the Letters \1n ll -/ 
his Hand, and as he was expecting to hear fl a: 
what they had to ſay further, they killed him; lf :h 
and then perſuaded the reſt of the Guards, 
that it was done by the Order of Maximin 
himſelf. 

Te 1s fat, that TI ſhould give you the Decree Se 
of the Senate for Conſtituting the two Goyr- 
diani Emperors, and the denouncing Maximin B 
an Enemy. An Extraordinary Aſſembly of Bl {es 
the Senate being called, the Conſul attended I wh 
with the Prztors, Adiles and Tribunes of the Þ mij 
People came to the Houſe. 'The Governour Þ $.,; 
of the City of Rome was not with them. He B dia 
abſented himſelf for Reaſons he knew beſt: BE Ga; 
And as he was a Favourer of the Maximins, Þ pr, 
it was a kindneſs to the Cauſe of the Gords |} »y6 
@ni , that he did ſo. The Conlul opened the Þ bay 
Seflion with this Speech. _. 


Fathers of rhe Senate, 


The two Gordiani , the Father and the Sim, Þ 7 
who have both of them been Conſulr, and the one | Xn; 
your 


<> ww we as 
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your Proconſul of Africa, the other your Lieute 
nant, are by a great Attempt of the Africans, 
declared Emperors there. Let us now therefore 
Thank the Town of Thyſdrus, and return our 
Thanks to our Beloved People of Carthage, that 
they bawe thus delivered us, from (that Cruel 
Beaſt, that Savage Beaſt, Maximin. What are 
you afreid of, Gentlemen ? What look you about 
for ? What would you ſtagger at ? This 1s the 
thing you have always wiſhd for. Maximin ts 
an Enemy. Let the Gods immediately take bim 
off, and give us todgow with joy, the Prudence 
and the Felicity of Gordianus the Father, and 
the Conſtancy and Virtue of the Son, 

After this he read their Letters to them, 
which were ſent. to the Senate and to himſelf. 
Aga followed thele Acclamations of the 

nate. 


We give Thanks unto you, O ye Gods. Per- 
fe the Delrverance of us from our Enemies, 
which you have begun. We all adjudge Maxi- 
min an Enemy. We devote Maximin and bis 
Son to the Region of Hell, We declare the Gor- 
diant cur Emperors, We acknowledge the Gor- 
diani our Soveraigns. The Gods Preſerve the Em- 
perors who are eleffed out of the Senate. Let us 
enjoy our Noble Emperors as Conquerors. Let us 
have the Preſence of owr Emperors at Rome w«h 
w. Whoever kills the Publick Enemies, be ſhall 


receive & Reward, 


Junius Cords calls this a Tacit Decree of the 


Senate ; but what that means; I muſt explain 
in 


' In ſhort; for we have no Example amongſt 
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us of it at this day. Only, as when ,your 
Majeſty calls vour Chief Miniſters into your 
Cabinet, to Conſult about Matters that are 
not immediately to be made known to all the 
World, your Miniſters are under their Oaths 
to ſpeak nothing of them, till ſuch time as 
the Buſineſs is compleated; ſo when any 
Publick Neceſſity in Antient Times prelsd 
the State, as for Inſtance, an imminent Dan- 
ger from the Enemy, which obliged them 
either to take inferiour Meaſures perhaps, or, 
to make an Order which was no ſooner to 
known, than done, or that they would not 
have their Friends nor any body to know any 
thing of it, then the Senate afſciabled them 
ſelves in Private, and their Decree was Tacit: if 
They had no Clerks, no Publick Servants, no 
Aſſeſſors preſent: the Senators did all, and. 
executed the Offices of the Neceſſary Menl,,, 
themſelves; that nothing that was done thould 
be betrayed. And in this manner it was, that 
according to Tunius Cordus, the Decree of the 
Senate againſt Maximin pailed, to Conceal i;n. 
{o much che more from Maximis. . | 
But, as there are ſome Men, who cannatifkin, 
keep a Secret for fear, as it were; that it ſhould 
burſt them, and who bluſh that what the 
know ſhould not be diſcovered by thernſelva, 
and 1magining that they ſhall be Men of nor 
Conſequence, unleſs they make 1 appear tha 
they are 1ntruſted with great Matters. MaxiBWdear 
min, notwithſtanding this Secrecy, ſoon came 
to the knowledge of What liz# paſted; - 
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had a Copy of this very Decree ſent him, whych 
was never known to be done before. Here- 
upon he writ a Letter co Sabinus the Governour 
of the City, oftended at his abſence from the 
Senate at the time when that Decree was car- 
ried ; becauſe as he was a Friend of his, he 
ought to have been there, to have oppoſed ir. 
The Letter was this. 


Have read the late Secret Decree of thoſe Se- 

nators of yours at Rome; which perbaps you, 
who are the Governour of the City, know nothing 
q ; for nether was you preſent at #. I have 
ent @ Copy of it to you, that yow may conſider 
mw Meaſures to take, and bow to Condut your 
IC 


The Emotion which Maximin was in when 
he received the News of the Revolt of Africs, 


and the Concurrence of the Senate to it, was 
ſuch as cannot be expreſſed. He threw him. þ;,,,,,. 
ſelf againſt the Wall; tore his Cloaths, drew pajgon of 
his Sword as it he could kill all the World, Maximin. 
and ſgem'd abſolutely like a Man out of his 
Wits. His Statues and Images in the mean 
ime, as he was a declared Enemy, were 
thrown down ; and the Senate made all the 
le imaginable of the Power which they had 
en into their hands. The Inftormers, Ca- 
umniators; Receivers, and all thoſe Firebrands 
Uof the Party of Maximin they condemned to 
Wdcath. But this did not fatishe the People ; 
ho dragged them alſo through the Streets, 


d threw them into the Kennel. apy 
FE. the 


* of the War with me, whilſt we defend the Hs 


| March, and a Backwardftieſs, which he di 


The Life aud Reign of the ' Vol.Il 
th> Governour of the City, who had been a 


Conſul, was then knockt on the head, and 
left in the Street dead. . © 

When Maximin had heard of theſe things, 
he camepreſently to his Army, and haranguld 
them to this purpoſe. 

My ſworn Fellow; Soldiers, you who are engaged 
in my Fortunes, and who endure all the Hazard, 


nour of the Roman Name in Germany, 4 
with our Arms maintain the Country of Illyrs 
cum ag4inſ# the Barbarians, I am to acquain 
you, that the Africans, who are falſe to a Pre 
werb, are now Revolted. They bave ſet up th 
two Gordiani, Emperors againſt "me, One i 
them ſo Old, that be can ſcarce riſe from | 
C hair : the other ſo weakned with bis Debaucher 
that he is as feeble, as if be was as Old ar bs 
Father. This 1s not all, That Worthy Sena 
at Rome hath approved of the Fat of the Afri 
cans ; and thoſe for whom, and for whoſe Ch 
dren's Good after them, we carry our Arms, hav 
appointed Twenty Perſons of the Order of th 
Conſuls, to make Head. againſt us in Ttaly, « 
beve declared us all Enemies. Now that hit 
I ſay to you is, Let us play the Men and mar 
forthwith to Rome, and let us Bravely and 
ragiouſly, as we always do, cut our way throw 
themall, { 

The Army was not ſo moved at this Speecl 
but Maximin perceived a flackneſs in theit 


Ko. "RF" A "ome 


not reliſh. So he writ a Letter to his Sor 
who was a great Way behind, co haſten to hit 
| Witl 
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with all ſpeed, for fear the Soldters ſhould take 
the advantage of his Abſence'to ſet ſomething 
on foot againſt him. The Letter was this, 
as it is in Junius Cordus. . 


T His Expreſs, who is one of my Guards, will 
tell you, the News that I have received 
both from Africa and Rame; and alſo, how my 
Army ſtands affeted. . Pray, make all the baſe 
you can ro me, for fear of any Attempt that 
ſhould be made, as is uſual : He whom I have 
ſent, will acquaint you further. 


Whilſt theſe things paſſed, Capelianus in 4- Capelia- 


frics took up Arms againſt the rwo Gordiani, 2s Op- 
Poſition 


Pe had always been an Enemy to the Father, 7 
dolore he was Emperor; and being the Gover- Y 


Tl nour of Maxritania for Maximin, and an old 

"F Soldier, Gordianus after he was Emperor turn'd 

4 him out : which provoked him to raiſe a Body - 

= of the Moors, with whom he haſtily dire&ed 
his March towards Carthage , where all the 
People with a right Punick Infidelity, were 
ready to revolt to him from the Gordiani again. 
Gordiayns the Father defired however to try 
the Fortune of a Battel. He ſent lis Son to 
fight Capelianus, and the Party of the Max# 
mins that was with him. The Son was then 
of the Age of fix and forty Years; younger , 
than Capelianus, and not lo experienced in E 
matter of War; becauſe he had been more 
converſantin the Delights, ordinary to Perſons 
of his Quality, than the Altairs of the Field. 
They Eng3g'd. Capelianz, as he was the m_— 

E. 2 All 


The young 
ſlain, the 
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and the skilfuller Soldier won the day, and 
Gordianus was killed upon the places 

The number of the ſlain in this Battel on 
the ſide of Gordianus was fo very great, that his 
Body after a long ſearch which was made for 
it, could no where be diſtinguiſhed annrngf 
ſuch a prodigious multitude. That which ta 
cilitated the Victory, was, a Storm, which 
is ſeldom ſeen in Africs, aroſe before the Fight, 
and ſhattered the Forces of Gordianus fo, that 
it in a manner diſabled them. Gordianus the 
Father, hearing this, and conſidering that his 
Strength was now ſmall, and Maximm's great, 
and that Capelianus was at his Heels z That the 
Carthaginians were a People rarely true to 
their Truſt, and there was no more ſafety for 
him in Africa; And being troubled to think, 
that he ſhould fall alive into the hands of his 
Enemies, to avoid that, he took a Cord and 
ſtrangled himſelf. This was the End of che 
two Co-Emperors of the Name of Gordianu,, 
As the Senate had Recognized them both, fo 
they afterwards Deiftied them. They Reigned 
one Year and f1z Months. | | 


———_—_—_ 
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| Life and Reign 
OF THE 


EMPEROR 
Gordianys the Second. 


| B + 

TJULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 
ORDIANUS the Second was the. 

Son of the gr app Gordianus the 


(in Proconſul of Africs,\and was ſet up 


Emperor by the Africans, and by the $2- 
nate of Rome at the ſame time, and in con- 
junction with his Father. He was one, wholz 
Ingenuity and Carriage of himſelf, gave him 
as great a Reputation, as did the Honour of his 
Birth ; by which he was related co the (everal 
Noble Families of the Scipio's, that of Pompey 
the Great, the Autoninuſſes, arid the Antonies. 

E 2 His 
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His Mother was Fabia Oreftilla, a Great Grand- 
daughter of the Emperor Ad. Aurelius Antoni- 
2:z5 ; which was the reaſon that he was Regi- 
ſtred in his Infancy by the Name of Anteninss 
Gordianrs. But yet Gordianws was the Name 
which adhered to him, and which he was com- 
monly called by. He was his Father's firſt 
Child. | | 

In his Studies he always followed the beſt 
and graveit Opinions. He was very Hand- 
ſome, of an extraordinary. Memory, and a 
kind and ſweet Diſpoſition 3 inſomuch, that at 
School, when a Child, if he ſaw ſome of the 
Boys beaten, he could not forbear to cry for 
them. His Maſter was Serenuws Sammonicas, whio 
extreamly loved him, and bequeathed to him at 
his death a Library which conſiſted of Sixty 
two Thouſand Books; being the whole Library 
of another Serenus Sammonicus the Father, who 
was put to death under the Emperor Caracalia: 
Tie tame of which Treaſure of Learning ex- 
tolied Gordtanus to the Heavens, and gave him 
2 great Name amengit the [ngemious. -The 
Emperor Heli:gabalus made him a Quaſtoe; 
to whom h2 was known, by being a. youre 


Man that loved Pleaſure ; but yet without 


Scandal, and without ever bzaring part in the 
infamous Luxury ot that Prince. Alexande 
Severss made him a Prator , for the Aﬀairs 
of the City of Rome; - He diſcharged himſe 
fo weil, and gained fo great an Eſteem, that 
ag preſently ater was made a Conſul, though 
ms Father had come late tothat Honour ; After 
Winch, ether in the time of the ſame Alexas 

| er 
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der Severus, or in that of Maximin, he was ſent 
into Africe, as Lieutenant to his Father, the 
then Proconſul there; where what Fortune 
befel him , we have already recounted under 
the Life of his Father. 

He loved Wine; but he always had it In- 4441; 
fuſed, either with Roſes, or Maſtick , or advanc'd 
Wormwood, or other things, that pleaſed his 4g. 
Palate, He eat very little. He had dined 
and ſupped, as it were in a moment, Wo- 
men he paſſionately loved. Ie is ſaid, he kept 
two 5; | ewenty Concubines ; by all which, 
he had three or four Children a-piece. He 
was called the Priamus of his Age, for the 
x multitude of his Ifſue. In Drollery, inſtead 
of Priamus, they many times called him a 
Priapus. He ſpent his time betwixttthe Gardens, 
yi the Baths, and the delightful Groves. Nor did 

his Father Corre& him; but often ſaid, That he 
would one day die a Great Man. For as freely 
as he lived, he did not depart from that Vigor, 
which was natural to him; nor from the Vic- 
tues of Perſons of Honour. He was always 
amongſt the moſt 1lluſtrious Company, and 
ready with the beſt of his Judgment to ſerve 
either the Publick, or his Friend. Therefore 
the Senate were very glad to Proclaim him 
Emperor together with his Father, and placed 
the Publick Hopes in him: He was juſt in his 
8 Dreſs, beloved by his Domeſticks and all thar 

" belong'd to him, eElins Cordus lays, that he 
never would conſent to Marry. But on the 
contrary we are told by Dexippus, that Gordi- 


anus the Third was his Son, who afterwards, 
E 4 whilſt 
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whilſt he was a Youth, was advanced to the 


Empire, in conjunction with Maximus and 
Balbinus. 

When his Father ſome time conſulted an 
Aſtrologer about the Nativity of him, it was 
an{wer'd, they ſav, That he would be both 
the Son and the Father of an Emperor, and 
an Emperor himſelf. Gordianus laughing at 
it asa Jeſt, the Aſtrologer ſhew'd him his Ho- 
roſcope, and undertook to prove out of the 
Books of the Antient Maſters of the Art of 
Aſtrology, that what he ſaid was true. He told 
him the Day, the Manner, the Place of the 
Death of both the Firſt and Second Gordiane ; Wet 
and juſtified himſelf with the greateſt odſti- 
nacy ; All which Gordianus the Elder refle&- 
ing upon, when he ſaw himſelf an Emperor, 
he even when there was no reaſon, for him co 
be afraid of any thing, 'ſpoke very often both 
of his own and his Son's Death, and applied 
to his Son thoſe Verſes of Virg:t, 


Oftendent terris bunt tantum, Ec. 1. E- 
This Man wik only to the World be ſhown, 


lamenting his Condition, that he was not long 
to live. 

We have.ſeveral Diſcourſes and alſo Verſes 
of Gordians the Second, extant, which at this 
day are often remembred amongſt his Friends. 
They are not Great, nor yer Mcan; but of a 
middle Character, and ſuch as beſpeak him to 
have been an Ingenious Man, of a Luxuriant 
Wit, and negligent of the Parts that Nature 
gave him: He 
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He was a great lover of Fruit and Herbs : 
n his other Diet he was very ſparing : but he 
12s always eating ſome New Fruit or other : 
great lover of all Cold things: in the Sum- 
r he eat little elſe. He was Groſs, and 
auch inclined to be Fat, and therefore he the 
ather choſe this Diet, to keep himſelf down. 
This is What I have judged worthy to be 
remarked , concerning the Second Gordianze. 
For as for his domeſtick Pleaſures, and other 
petty things of no Obſervation , which are 
ith fo little judgment recolleted by Famius 
ordus, let any Perſon who is deſirous to know 
hem, read him; who tells you, how many 
Coats and Cloaks*every Prihco had, what 
Courtiers, how many Servants; the knowledge 
whereof ſtgnifies nothing. Nor do I think, 
that it is the part of an Hiſtorian to trouble 
himſelf, but about things which it is either 
good to follow, or good to avoid. 

[ ſhall only add a Paſſage, which I find in 
Vulcatine Terentianis, who hath writ a Hiſtory 
of his Time. He ſays, that Gordianus the Firſt 

was the Reverſe of Auguftws Ceſar he ſpoke 
Wo like him, and he reſembled him ſo much in 
his Face and Stature. That the Second Gor- 
dithus was very like Pompey the Great. But as 
to this, I know not what to ſay: Becauſe it 1s 
denied, that Pompey was Fat or Groſs: And he 
further ſays, That Gordianws the Third, whole, 
Statues we have now extant, reſembled the 4- 
fiatick Scipio. This I thought was Remarkable 
and more for their Honour, than co be wholly 
palfd in filence. 
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of Frer the death of the two precedingiſ ** 
[ A Gordiani, as on the one hand the $ Fi 
", nate whom that News had ſtruck witfff © 
"1 a great Conſternation, and put them ver *P 
'y much 1n fear of Maximin, elected, out of ti *8 
| twenty Perſons appointed for the defence ler 
494 | Traly, Maximus and Clogims Balbinus to be En 
ſk perors ; {g on the other, the People and thy 7% 
i, Guards made it their Requeſt, that Gordian Re 
the Third, a Youth of about Eleven, or ſont hat 


ſay, Thirteen, or as Funizs Cords ſays, Sixter! 


41 


*.» SL St =. 
s Te... p— 
. * — 


> oe * > ——— 
-—_ —— 
"___o— 


| 


Yol. Il. Emperor Gordianus the Third. 59 
Years of Age, might be created and declared 


the Ceſar, that is, the Perſon who ſhould next 

ſucceed to the Empire ; who therefore accor- 

dingly was brought to the Senate and inveſted ,,, - , 
with that Quality with the uſnual Solemnity. ;/a-*/ 
He was the Grandſon of the Emperor Gordi- Emperer, 
anus the Firſt ; but whether by « Daughter, as 

many ſay, or by his Son Gordianzs the Second, 

who died with him in Africa, as Dexippus thinks, 

[ cannot determine. His Mother Educated 

im. | 

Maximus and Balbinus Reigned two Years, 
and then were kill'd in a Mutiny of the Sol- 
l diers. - 'The two Maxiwixs were extinct before. 

'f So there remaining, without any Competitor, 
Gordianus the Third, , who had for the ewo 
years laſt paſt, been honoured with the Qua- 
lity of the C2ſar, the Soldiers, the People, Se- 
nate and' alfl the Country, with great Joy and 
Alacrity, and with extraordinary demonlſ\trati- 
ons of their Aﬀection, agreed to proclaim him 
Emperor : Loving him in Memory, and for 
the Merits of his Grandfather Gordianws the 
Firſt, and of his Father, or otherwiſe his Uncle 
Gordiannms the Second, who both of them took 
up Arms for the Senate and the People of Rome 
againſt Maximin, and loſt their lives in their 
ſervice by the Fortune of that War. 

' It was look'd upon as a Sign, "That Gordia- 
nw the Third would not be a Prince of a long 
Reign; that ſuch a great*Ecliple of the Sun 
happen'd abont that\time; that,the Day was 
turn'd iſto Night, and you coald fce to do nc- 
J thing without Candles, He entertained the City & 
| ol* 


His Fa- 
ther-1nt« 
L a. 
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of Rome with Sports and Paſtimes upon his 
coming to the Empire $ not only the more to 
ingratiate himſelf with them, but to make them 
alſo forget the Heats and Divifions which they 
had had amongſt themſelves. Then an Inſux. 
rection commenc'd itt Africe, headed by Sahi 
»ianw, in the Year when Venuſtus and Sebing 
were the Conſuls. Gordianw Armed the Pre 
fident of Mawritania againſt that Revolter; 
who beſieged and reduced him to that extre 
mity, that all his Party left him, and came and 
acknowledged their fault. After this, he com- 
menced a War with Perſia, the Emperor him- 
ſelf, which was his ſecond Conſulſhip, and 
Pompeijanus being then Conſuls. The young 
Emperor, before he went to that War, mar: 
ried the Daughter of My{ithews ; who as he 
was a Perſon of great'Erudition and rare Elo 
quence, Gordianus thought him not unworthy 
to be admitted into his Alliance ; and pre- 
ſently he made him his Captain of the Guards 
This ſtrengthen'd his Reign. Himſelf was for 
his Age very Sage and very Adviſed: but being 
alſo afliſted with the Counſels of fo excellent 
a Father-in-Law, nothing was acted by him 
that was puerile or deſpilable; nor was he 
made a Property of by the Eunuchs and Set- 
vants of the Court, which he was but too 
much ſubje& to be before this Match, whillt 
- continued under the Regency of his Mov 
ther. WE | 

We have a Letter of his Father-in-Law writ 
ren to him, and another from him written 
10 his Father-in-Law, in which are contained 
great 
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t Marks of the Reformation of the Times 
E vinws of the Counſels of My/ibews. The 
Letters are theſe. 


To my Lord and Emperor, my Son, 
Myſitheus his Father-in-Law and 
Captain of the Garuds. 


T is a Pleaſure to me to obſerve the Altera- 

tion of the Times, ſince every thing was bought 
and ſold by the Eunuchs, and ſuch as pretended 
themſelves to be Friends, but were really the 
greateſt Enemies to your Majeſty. I am plad, 
that that Blot is removed from your Reign ; 
Your Majeſty z your ſelf alſo wery glad of it x 
which I am the more pleaſed to ſee, becauſe is 
fews, that howſcever badly Afﬀairs bave been be- 
fore manaped, the fault was not in you, my Son. 
Nor was it to your mind , that the Commands 
in the Army were diſpoſed of through the favour 
of the Eunuchs ; or that Perſons were denied the 
Rewards due to their Services ; or that they were 
either ſaved for Money and Aﬀetiion, when they 
deſerved to die, or put 10 death, when they de- 
ſerved to live, It was not by your fault that 
the Treaſury was exhauſted ; but all theſe things 
lie at the door of thoſe who were comtinaally Plot- 
ting and entring into Cabals to deceive you; 
whereby they prevemed the Acceſs of Mep of 


Virtue and Honeſty to your Perſon , prepoſſeſſing 


you againſt ſuch, and on the contrary, infinuating - 


others into your favour, as vitiow as themſelves, 
through 
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through whoſe and their own Methods togethe, 
they made @ Prey of you. The Gods be thanked 
that your Majeſty is ſenſible of all this, and 
that you have taken it into your Conſideration ti 
Reform the State, I am happy in being the Fs 
ther-in-Law of ſo good a Prince: A Prince wh 
examines into, and who will know all things, and 
who hath baniſhed from bim thoſe, by whom be 
fore be was made an Auttion of , ani ſold t 


whoſoever offered moſt. 


The Emperor Gordianus, to Myfithew, 


my Father, and my Captain of 


the Guards. 


B UT that the Almighty Gods continue to Pro 
ref the Roman Empire , the Slaves, th 
Eunuchs, would ere this have even Ruined tha 


and me. I now ſee very well, that Exlicio ws t| 
mot a fit Perſon for the Command of the Guard, 
which I gave him; nor Serapammo, to be truf- 
ed with the Fourth Legion. I am ſenſible, mh © 
# reckon up all Particulars, that I bave dow al 
many things otherwiſe than in Prudence I ought; | © 
and [ thank the Gods, that throngh your Inns C 
tion, who are emtirely Fuſt and True to me, I ut be 
derſtand my Error, and that I know the things lat 
which bave been before ſhut up from me, Maul | 

rus ampoſed upon me, and by a Confederacy with th 
Gaudianus, Reverendus, and Montanus, as buf T* 
Witneſſes to confirm what he [aid in order to win hg 


upon my belief , be either commended or diſco 
mended 
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mended Perſons to me as be pleaſed. My Father, 
I would deſire yow to ſearch into the Truth of 
things. An Emperor is im a miſerable Condition, 
that hath the Truth hid from bim. For ſince he 
cannot walk abroad to examine what he would 
himſelf , of neceſſity he muſt take up with ſuch as 
be hears, and what comes to him upon the Credit 
of others. | 


By theſe two Letters it is eafte to ſee, that 
this young Prince was much amended and 
retifed in his Conduct,. by the Advices of 
Myſithews. The Gravity and the Uprightneſs 
of that Man had ſuch an influence upon hirf, 
that he made Gordianws Famous, who other- 
wiſe might have paſs'd his time if\ great Ob- 
ſcurity, without any thing but his Quality to 
recommend him to Poſterity. 

An Earthquake happened in the Reign of 
this Emperor, ſo terrible, that whole Cities 
with theig People were ſwallpwed up in it. On 
which occaſion a great many Sacrifices were 
celebrated in all Parts of Rome, and generally 
all over the World. The Books, ſays «/£livs 
Cordes, of the Sibyls, were conſulted, and all the 
Ceremomies being performed that ſeemed to 
be preſcribed therein, then this univerſal Ca- 
lamity ceaſed. 


 Aﬀeer the Earthquake, and in the time of 


the Conſulſhips of Pretextatws and Atticus, the 
Temple of Fanws was cpened (which was a 


fhgn of War Proclain'd) and Gordianws march- The Perſi- 


ed upon an Expedition againſt Perſia, He ag Expe- 
took ſo great an Army with him, and ſuch a ©## 
quantity 
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quantity of Riches to ſupport it, that he mz 

eaſily alfore the ViRtory to his fide, He bs 
through the Province of Mefia, and {0 into 
Thrgce, where he Conquer'd as he went ; and 
whoſoever of the Barbariay: diſputed his Pal 
ſage, he fought them, routed them, and drove 
them before im. He arrived in Syria and ad 
vanced tothe City of Antioch, which was then 
in the hands of the Perſians. Here he engaged 
the Enemy in ſeveral Battels, in which he 
had ſo much che better, that Sepores the King 
of Perſia, was obliged to retire and leave him 
to poſſeſs himſelf of the Cities of Antioch, He: 
ren, and Ni/ibin, that had all been reduced be 
fore under the Empire of Perſia. 

FJ;s ooze Indeed the King of Per/is was made (o ſen: 
þ4 
Succeſ;, ſible of the Power of the Emperor Gordianm, ff cre 
that though he was provided with great Forces Wing 
to ſtand upon his defence, he voluntarily with © wi 
drew his Garriſons out of our Towns, and lek 
them intice to their Inhabitants, without the 
leaſt Plunder or diminiſhing tax cung of their 
Fortunes. All which was much owing to the 
Condu& of My/ithews. In fine, the Per/iaw, 
who had made themſeives redoubtable in teh, 
retired within their own Kingdom from the 
Arms of Gordianss, and all che Eaſt ſybmicted 
to the Obedience of the Empire of Rome. The 
Account ſent by Gordianus himſelf to the S6 

nate, of this Expedition, ſays thus : 


Fathers of the Senate, To add to the Vifteriti 
which we obtained in our paſſage imto the Eaſt, 
whereof each merits a Triumph, we have dy" 
[ 


F 
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ed the Necks of the Antiochians from the Per- 
fian Toke, and have removed from them the Kings 
and Laws of Perſia, We have reconquer'd He- 
ren, and its Dependences , to the Roman Em- 
pire ; and are come up to Niltbis; and if the Gods 
favour us, we ſhall proceed further to Cte{1phon. 
I'write to you im ſhort ; Praying for the good Health 
of Myfitheus, my Father and my Captain of the 
Guards, by whoſe Condutt and bis good diſpoſition 
of Things , as we bave happily tranſatted tha, 
ſo we hope to finiſh the reſt alſo, It u for youto 
appoint Publick Sacrifices and Thanksgivings for 
the ſame, and to recommend us to the Gods, and 


return Thanks to Mylitheus. 
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When this was read 1n the Senate, they de- . 
creed to Gordianne, to repreſent him Triumph- 
ing after the Perſian Mode, in Chariots drawn 
with four Elephants. To My/ithew they ap- 
pointed a Chariot with four Horſes, a Trium- 
phal Ghariot, and this Inſcription, To the Hig h- 
ly Worthy Myfitheus, the Father of Princes, Cap- 
tain of the Guards, and the Guardian of the Em- 
pire, the Senate and People of Rome return 
Thanks. But this Felicicy did not continue Death of 
long: Myſthew dying, whether of Sickneſs, Myfitheus. 
as lome ſay, or whether he was taken off by 
the Arts of Philip, who was made the Captain 
of the Guards after him, as moſt others (ay, 
| know not ; bat he left the Publick his Heir, 
and all that he had was added to the Stock of 
the City of Rome. So advantageous had been 
the Miniſtry of this Great Man, that thers 
Was no Frontier Town of nare, bur _—_— 
F a 
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Philip, 
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had furniſhed with Rores of Proviſion, ſuff- 


cient to entertain an Emperor and his Army: 
There was Vinegar, Corn, Bacon, Barley and 
Straw, laid up for a Year. Leſſer Towns had 
Stores, ſome thirty, ſome for forty Days, and 
two Months. The leaſt provided, were pro 
vided for fifteen days. As he was the Captain 
of the Guards, -he continually examined the 
Arms of the Soldiers; he ſuffered no ſuperan- 
nuated Man, nor no Boy to ſerve, whole rs 
ſpective Apes excuſed them: He made th: 
Tour of all the Camps, and view'd their Tren 
ches himſelf, and went the Rounds ma 
times in the Night. All loved him, becaulc 
he was ſo equal a Friend to both tho Emperor 
and the Empire. The Tribunes and the Ge- 
nerals had ſuch regard for him, that they ne 
ver failed in their Dnties before him, nor dr 
ſpnted his Orders, Philip, who ſucceeded him 
in his Place of Captain of the Guards, for 
ſome reaſons, apprehended him very much; 
and this fear put him upon a contrivance to 
attempt his Life , which was thus : My/#bhes 
being ill of a Flux, the Phyſicians had order 
ed him a Doſe to ſtop it: but by the means 
of Philip , that Dole was exchanged, and 
contrary one given him, which encreaſed hs 
Flux to that degree, that he died, 

Afcer his Death, which happened under the 
Conſulſhips of Arrianus and Papm, Philip, an 
Arabian born, was made the Captain of the 
Guards. A Man of mean Parentage, Proud, 
and not able to contain himſelf 1n fo high 
and new a Fortune, He ſoon began to form 
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bi-W deſigns to prejudge the Artay againſt the 
7:8 Emperor Gordianus. He brought them one 
nd time into places where there were no Proviſions 
all in the Granaries : Another titne, the Veſſels, 
nol which came charged with Corn for them by 
ol Water, were through his means diverted ano- 
ill ther way; This he did malicioully to Giguſt 
hl them againſt Gordianus : becauſe there ha 


been ſuch vaſt Stores laid up by My/abers for 
the uſe of the Army, that with good Condu&t 
they knew they could not fail to be ſupplied ; 
at the ſame time they did not ſuſpeR that Gor- 
dianws was ſo impoſed upon by Philip: who to 
add yet to their Reſentments, and to blow up 
the Fire, cauſed a Rumour to be ſpread, that 
Gordianus, being fo very young, was not a Per- 
ſon of Ability ſufficient to govern the Empire; 
df and that it was much better chat Pbilip ſhould 
inf be in his place, who underſtood jt; and how 
to Command an Army. He corrupted the 
Principes, who ate a Body of the ſtrongeſt and 
the ſtouteſt Men amongſ them, to his fide ; 
till at length, by his management he broughe 
it about, that Philip was openly 5 hal to 
be made Emperor ; which the Friends of Gor- 
dian; ir\mediately oppoſed to the utmoſt: but 
when the Army was 1n a condition of ſtar- 
ving for want of Provihons, the Empire was 
devolved 'upon Philip; and it was agreed, that 
he ſhould Reign in conjun&tion with Gordianss, 
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and ſhould be as ic were the Guardian of the ***" 
yoting Prince. _ 
Philip, thus poſſeſſed of the Empire, com- 
Filelf with ſo _ Pride and Hanght 
Tz # Frirner. 
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tineſs in all things towards Gordianw, that as 
Gordianus was a Prince who had come to the 
Throne with Honour, of a Noble Family, and 
of a Race of Princes, his Father and his Grand- 
father being both Emperors before him, ſo that 
he could not endure the intruſion of a Perſon 
of ſo ignoble an Original as Philip, he aſſem- 
bled, in the preſence of Maecius Gordianus his 
Kinſman, who was the Captain of the Guards, 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Army together, 
and complained to them; how ungrateful 
Philip was for the Kindneſſes he had done him, 
and he hoped that it would be thought fit, to 
depoſe him from the Empire again. He ſpoke 
as much as he could, to that purpoſe ; but af- 
ter all, the Faction of Philip prevailed and 
carried it fo againſt him, that they turned the 
Tables upon him, and depoſed Gordianws from 
the Empire. He ſeeing that his Credit was 
not ſo great as Philip's, demanded that at leaſt 
the Power ſhould be equal betwixt them. Thus 
was denied. Then he offered to content him- 
ſelf wich retaining the Quality of the Czſar. 
This was allo denied. Then he defired, that 
they would not refuſe him the Office of the 
Captain of the Guards. But this was allo de- 
nied. His laſt Prayer was his Lite, and to 
ſerve Philip as a Commander in the Army 
Philip had almoſt conſented to this ; who (aid 
nothin; himſelf, but direed his Party in all 
things by Nods and private Signs. But when 
he conſidered with himſelf che AﬀeRion which 
the Senate and People of Rome, together with 
all Africa and Syria, and indeed all the Em- 
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pire had for Gordianws, as being of a Noble Fa- 
mily, and both the Son and Grandſon of an 
Emperor, and one that had done great Services 
to the Empire in the Wars , he thought that 
it might one day happen, that the Army by 
ſome unforeſeen Accident, might take a fancy 
to re-inthrone him again, becaule their pre- 
ſent Animoſity, which was upon the occation 
of their want of Proviſions, was but a Paſſion 
that might not laſt always; and therefore he 
ordered him to be carried out of fight (Gords- 
anxs Crying as he went) and to be diſrobed of 
the Purple and killed ; which after a little he- 
fitation was done accordingly, after he had 
reigned fix Years. 

Thus by Blood, and not by Right, did the 
Emperor Philip raiſe himſelf. In the mean 
time Argunths, King of Scythia, ravaged the 
Kingdoms adjoyning to him, unto which» he 
was encouraged , eſpecially by the death of 
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Myſitheus, by whoſe Counſels the Empire had . 


been ſo well governed before under Gordianas. 
Philip, willing to conceal his acceflion to the 
Empire by Blood, ſent Letters to Rome with 
a quite different Account; in which he ſaid, 
that Gordienws was dead of a Sickneſs, and that 
as for himſelf, all the Army had ele&ed him 
Emperor- The Senate was eaſily to be de- 
ceived in the Truth of things at that diſtance, 
They accepted and proclaim'd Philip Emperor, 
and repoled the deceaſed Gordiawas in the num- 
ber of the Gods. He was a handſome, gay, 
amiable Youth, obliging co all, of an agree- 
able Life, and good Erudition ; he wanted 
F 3 nothing 
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nothing but Age for the Throne. The Peo- 
ple and the Senate loved him, and fo alſo did 
the Army, before the Faction of Philip, be- 
yond any Prince that they had ever had yet. All 
the Soldiers and the Senate, ſays Cordzs, called 
him their Son, and all the People called him 
their Darling. Nor did Philip after he had 
killed him, take away his Images, or throw 
down his Statues, or raze out his Name: He 
always gave him the Title of a God, amongſt 
the very Party with whom he had confedera- 
ted againſt him : He ſeriouſly honoured him; 
but not without mixing with his Worſhip, a 
great deal of foreign Craft and Diflimulation. 

The Houſe of the Gordiani 15s ſtanding at 
this day. It was very finely beautified by this 
laſt Prince. Their Yila or Country: Seat, 1s 
upon the Way that leadsto Paleftrina, coniifting 
of two hundred Pillars of four ſeveral Orders; 
fifty of the Marble of Cary#o in the Ifland of 
Negrepont, fifty of the Claudian Marble, fifty of 
that of the City Symada in Phrygia, and fifty 
of that of Numidia, all of the fame meaſure : 
There are three Galleries three hundred foot 
long: The reſt js ſuitable ta the Work 3 and 
the Baths ſuch, as no part of the World, ex- 
cept Rome, can -arallel, The Senate decreed 
this extraordinary privilege to the Family of 
the Gordiam, that their Pofterity, it they plea» 
ſed, might for ever be exempted from Tute- 
lages, Embaflies, and all other pubhick Duties. 
There are no Publick Buildings by this laſt 
Prince extant at Rome, beſides ſome Fountains 
and Baths; The Baths he built not neither 
>. or 
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for publick, but only private uſe. He had be- 
gun to build a Royal Structure in the Field of 
Mears, at the font of the Mount, conſiſting 
of ewo Galleris; .of a thouſ1nd foot length 
each, and the diſtance of five hundred foot 
from one another; the Interſpace on either 
{ids to be adorned with Greens, compoled of 
Laurel, Myrtle, and Box; and in the middle 
a Terraſs of the length of the Galleries, ſu- 
ſtained with rows of ſmall Pillars, and having 
over head another ſtately Gallery of five hun- 
dred foot. Beſides this, he, with the diretion 
of Myſthews, had deſigned to build a Summer 
Bath, which ſhould bear his own Name; and 
alſo other Baths for the Winter, for the uſe of 
this Place, to render both the Greens, the 
Galleries, -and the whole Work the more uſe- 
ful. But all theſe things have ſince been in 
the accupation of private Perſons, and are now 
taken up 1n their Houſes, Gardens, and Te- 
nements. | 
Thece was at Reme, in the time of this Em- 
peror, two and thirty Elephants, whereof two 
and twenty were of his own ſending thither ; 
the other ten were brought by the Emperor 
Alexander Severus, Beſides theſe, there were 
ten Elks, ten Tygres, fixty tame Lions, thirty 
tame Leopards, ten Hyzna's, a thouſand 
couple of Gladiators, who were maintained at 
the Charge of the Exchequer : One Sea-Horle, 
one Rhinoceros, ten White and Wild Lions, ten 
Camel- Panthers, ewenty Wild Aſſes, forty Wild 
Horſes, and an innumerable company of other 
Beaſts of divers kinds ; all which Gordianus had 
F 4 prepares 
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prepared to adorn his Perſias Triumph. But 
in this the Publick Wiſh had not its effet. For 
they were by Philip given to be hunted and 
killed at the Secular Games, and the Games 
of the Cirque ; when, during the Conſulſhip 
of himſelf and his Son, he Celebrated the 
Anniverſary of the Foundation of the City 
of Rome, which was then arrived to its Thou- 
ſandth Year. 

That which is upon the Records concer- 
ning the Murderers of Fulins Ceſar, is obſer. 
ved by eflus Cordus to have happened, now 
again, to the Murderers of the Emperor Gor- 
dianss, All thoſe, who embrued their hands in 
his Blood, who (it is ſaid) were Nine, after the 
death of the ewo Philips, came to kill them- 
ſelves, with the ſame Swords with which they 
had ſtabbed him. 

This was therefore the Life and End of 
the three Princes of the Name of Gordianw, 
The two. firſt were killed in Africa; the third 
upon the Borders of Perſia: where, at the 
Caſtle of Circeſſuam, which 1s upon the Ew 
phrates, a Sepulchre was erected by the Sol- 
diers for him , with this Inſcription, written 
in both the Greek, Latin, Perſian, Hebrew, and 
e/£eyotian Languages, that all the World might 
read and underſtand ir; To the Honour of the 
Emperor Gordianus, Conqueror of the Perl1ans, 
Coriqueror of the Goths, Conqueror of the Sar- 
matians, Repreſſer of the Tumults of the Ro 
mans , Conqueror of the Germans, but not the 
Conqueror of the Philips. For the Philips kibed 
v:m: The Alans bad ſometime alſo the better 
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of bim in a Fight in the Plains of Philippi in 
Macedonia. - Licinizs at the ſame time, that 
he ſet up for the Empire, it is ſaid, defaced 
this Sepulchre ; becauſe he pretended to de- 
rive his Extraction from the Philips. 

All which I have therefore been willing to 
obſerve, moſt Excellent Conſtantine , - to the 
end that you ſhould be unacquainted wth no- 
thing that might ſeem in any wiſe to be wor- _ 
thy of the knowledge of your Majeſty. 
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THE 


Lives and Reigns 


OF THE 


EMPERORS 
MAXIMUS 


AND 


B ALBINU 5 


By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 


— 


Fter the Death of Gordianw the Firſt, 
and his Son Gordianus the Second 1n 
Africa, which happened in the time 


that Maximin was marching againſt 1ely, ina 
great rage to revenge his own depoſition from 
the Empire, and their elevation to it in his 
Place: the Senate full of fears of the Attempts 


and Fury of ſo Cruel an Enemy, afſembledJ 
themſelyes 


- 
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hemſelves in the Temple of Concord, upon the 
eventh of the Calends of Fuly, being the 
Anniverſary of the Games in Honour of 4- 
fo, to conſider what courſe to take in order 
5 their ſecurity againſt him. Maxima: and 
belbinus were then two Perſons of the firſt 
ote in the Senate, who had been Conſuls ; 
hereof the one, that is, Maximss, excelled 
Valour and in ftrineſs of Diſcipline; and 
he other, Belbinzs, excelled as much in Good- 
els. Theſe two coming into the Senate, and 
xpreſfing in their very entrance their concern 
x the News of the Deſign of Maximin, the 
onſul, who was making a Report to the 
nate of ſome things of another Nature, was 
{(wer'd by the Senator of the Firſt Voice 
us: 
We trouble our ſelves here abuut Matters of 
mall Moment, and lute better in comparsſon than 
) Wa Wives Stories, at @ time that rally challenges 
tbe big beft Conſideration of the Senate, For what 
— WPove we to do to Treat now upon the Repairing of 
, Wemples, and the Adorning @ Baſilica, of the Baths 
f Titus, and the Rebwilding the Amphitheatre, 
— Jim Maximin is «t oxr Heels, whom you with 
me have declared an Enemy. The two Gordian1, 
ſt, 1 whom our Security was, are dead ; nor is there 
in -t this preſent any Remedy for us wherennto to 


| 


in 

me recur. Comme, Gentlemen, appoint who ſhall be or 
na Emperors, What do you Joſe Time for? Left 
"mM Bvbil# you perplex your ſelves every on? with 
his jour Fears, your rather periſh m thoſe Fears, than 
pts Valour and Bravery ſeek to effetf our Deli- 


ed vrrarce. 
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The Senate was in a profound filence, up 
on this, when Maximw, whoſe Age as wel 
as his Merits, and his Valour and Severity 
Diſcipline rendred him moſt Illuſtrious, offer 
ing to ſpeak his Opinion the next; whid 
was, that it was neceſſary, that there ſhoull 
be ewo Empetors appointed, who ſhou]d Ge 
vern in conjunction with one another : Vefin 
Sabinzs of the Family of the Ulpii, defired the 
leave of the Conſul to be heard, which ws 
granted, and he ſpoke thus : 

It is certain, Gentlemen, that in Chanpes thi 
are ſo ſudden as this, there is nothing like Re 
ſolving and the Counſels, which offer th:mſelw 
to our Thoughts, are ratber to be immediately ex 
ecuted, than diſputed. To what purpoſe are may 
Words, aud fine Speeches, where Affairs are | 
urgent? Let every one bave a care of his on 
Neck; and think upon his Wife and Childra, 
and the Eſtate which he inherits from Anceſtor 
All which are under imminent danger from Maxi 
min; whoſe Natare it is to be Furious, Truculem, 
Barbarous ; but yet bis Cauſe, which as be think, 
is ſo Fuſt, will make bim ſtill much worſe. Ih 
bath put himſelf at the Head of a good Body of 
Troops, and fixd every where his Garriſons, and 
is marching towards Rome ; and you in the mea 
tire ſpend the day in ſitting and Conſulting. With 
out more Words, which there is no need of , a ntv 
Emperor is to be made. Nay, I would ſay, two nev 
Emperors : one to look after the Civil Afﬀairs, th 
other to be charged with thoſe of the War. On 
to reſide at Rome, the other to march with # 
Army againſt the Invaders. I my ſelf will we 
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the Perſons, Do you Confirm them, if you pleaſe : 
or if not, produce better, Maximus «nd Balbi- 
7. Mnus. The one /o great a Soldier, that he has 

Wennobled bis Birth by the ſplendor of his Valour ; 


whoſe Temper, and the Excellency of bis Life, 
which from his Youth he bath beſtowed always in 
Studies and Letters, is of the greateſt Conſequence 
to the State, You have my Opinion, Gentlemen, 
which 1s perhaps more dangerous to my ſelf, than 
he '0 10: But "af neither 1s it very ſafe to you, 
p, {onleſs you make either ſome other, or theſe Per- 
ons, our Emperors. ; 

The whole Houſe unanimouſly anſwer'd, 
is Fuſt: It is Fuſt : We all agree to the 
Opinion of Sabinus: Maximus and Balbinus, 
the Gods ſave your Majeſties: The Gods bave 
made you our Emperors: The God: preſerve you. 
Do you defend the Senate ayain{t the Robbers of 


© Wthe Party of Maximin. We commit the IWar 


againſt the Robbers to you. Let Maximin, the 
Publick Enemy, with bis Son periſh. Purſue the 
Publick Enemy. You are happy in the Tudgment 
of the Senate : The State is happy im you to ſit 
upon the Throne, What the Senate bath deferred 
to you, undertake with Courage : What the Senate 
b given you, accept it freely. 


the other a Man of High Birth, the Lenity of 


77 


So with theſe, and ſuch other Acclamations, y,yimus 


Maximus and Balbinus were conſtituted Em- and Balbi- 
nus decla- 


From the Senate they went firſt to the Ca- 744 Empe- 


pitol, and affiſted at the Sacrifices there. Whilſt "77 


4 
ey 
1 
an 
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they were at the Capitsl, the Populace contra- 
4 dicted the EleRtion of Maximus, becauſe they 


feared 
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fear'd his Severity; and they defired, that the | 

fant Gordianus, Grandfon of the Emperor Go 

dianus the Firſt #of-about thirteen Years « 

Age, ſhould be ryade the Ceſar. From t 

Capitol, Maxinds and Balbinus went to ti 

Eire, which is the Place to Harangue thi 

People in upon the ſubje& of their Ele&ion 

As they had done this, the People there, to 

gether with ſome Soldiers who joined them, 

cried , We all deſire to have Gordianus Crzlat 

Nor would they permit the Emperors, who 

were attended with their Guards, to depart 

from thence, to go to the Palace, till this wa 

granted ; ſo that Gordianms was preſently taken 

and carried into the Senate, and the Senate 

the ſame day, which was 'a new thing, that 

they had paſſed the A in the favour of Maxi 

mus and Balbinus'to be Emperors, Aſſembled: 

Gordianus ſecond time, and paſſed another Act 1n the 
deciar d. favour of Gordiatus to be the Ceſar. | 

Cajer: The firſt Motion, which the two Emperon 
after their Eteyation made to the Senate, waz, 

That the two Gordiani, who were dead in 4: 

frica, ſhould be Deified. Some fay, this Mo 

tion was mide only for the: Father, who had 
ſtrangled himſelf; Bur as the Son died the ho- 
nourabler death, by being kifled in the Field, 
I choole rather to believe the Report of Fun 
Cords, in whom [ remember that I have read; 
that they were both Deified. After this, they 
conferred the Office of Governour of the City 
of Rome upon Vettias Sabinus: Who was 1 
Grave Perſon, ſuitable to the Temper of Mas 
imus; and they made Pinarii Valetii the Cap- 
tain of the Guards; Beftrs 
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Before I ſpeak more of their other Actions, 
I will give you ſome Account of their Man- 
ners and Families : which is done before me 
indeed by Tanins Cordus, and by Curius Fortu- 
natianss, The firſt ſuffers nothing to eſcape 
him: ſo that many times he takes in things 
that are Vile, and not Handſome. The lat- 
ter hath gone through all this Hiſtory; and 
hath amaſſed together ſeveral things which are 
not to be found elſewhere. But he 1s ſo ſhort, 
that he only touches upon' them. I ſhall not 
follow the Method of the one or the other ; 
but rather that of the Hiſtories of Seton 
Tranquillus and Valerius Marcellus. © 

Maximus's Father was one out of the loweſt x+:-a3;. 
Rank of the People; a Coach-maker,or as ſome on of Max. 
ſay, a Blackimith 3; whoſe Wife's Name was !mw- 
rims, by whom he had four other Boys, and 
four Girls, that all of chem died young; 'When 
Maximws was born, an Eagle, they ſay, dropt 
into the Chamber where he was, through ſome 
Paſſige, ſeveral pieces of raw Fleſh : which 
no body daring to meddle with, or touch, out 
of a ſcruple of Religion, the Eagle came and 
took ie away again, and carried it into the 
next Chappel, which was dedicated to Fupiter 
Preftes:: This at that time ſeemed to be a x 2320 
of no conſequence ; but his coming afterwatds 
tothe Empire ſhew'd, that it was not done with- 
out a cauſe, and that'it was an Omen of his 
Reign. He paſſed all his Infancy in the Houſe 
of his Uncle Pimerivs, his Father's Brother ; 
whom he raiſed to the Dignity of the Captain 


of the Guards, as ſoon as he was made Empe- 
ror. 


Perſon 


ners of 
Maximus. 


ror. He employed his time to the ſtudy of 
Grammar, but not much to Rhetorick; fot 
his inclination was always to Arms and the 
ſevere diſcipline of War. At length he came 
to be a Tribune in the we and Comman 
ded ſeveral Legions, and after that was made 
a Prator. His Charges at his entrance 1nto 
his Pretorſhip, were born by Peſcennia Marcel 
line, who had adopted him, and maintain'd 
him as her own Son. Next, he was made the 
Proconſul of Bithjnia ; from Bithynia he wa 
removed to Greece ; and from thence, in the 
third place, to be the Proconſul of the Pro- 
vince of Galia Nerbonenſs He was ſent, in 
the Quality of Lieurenant-General, into 1h 
ricum ,, where he beat the Sarmate: From 
thence he was commanded to the Rhine, where 
he managed things very happily againſt the 
Germans. Then he was made the Governour 
of the City of Rome, in which place he acquitted 
himſelf with a great deal of. Prudence, Inge 
nuity and Exactneſs. Therefore the Senate, 
though he was one of 2 Novel Family, which 
without extraordinary Merits muſt have pre 
vented their Favour, did not forbear to cor 
ter the Empire upon him ; confeſling, as did 
all the World, that at time there was no Per- 
{cn inthe Senate more fit to ſuſtain the Name 
and Dignity of a Prince, chan he. - 

As to his Perſon and his Manners, which 


and Man- are Cucumſtances, tho' of the lefſer-moment, 


into which People generally delight to enquire, 
he was one that Eat much, but Drank. very 
little ; and Venery he extraordinary rarely uſed 
Always 
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Always of a ſevere Carriage at home and a- 
broad; a very grave Look, and a hard Face; 
ſo that they epitheted him Maximus the Triit. 
He was Tall, Strong, and Healchy in Body : 
one of no great Complaiſance, but Juſt, and 
never guilty to the laſt of Inhumanity or Un- 
mercifulneſs towards any. He always forgave, 
when he was asked ; nor was he ever Angry,” 
but where it became him ſo to be. He ad- 
died himſelf ro no Partles: he was ſtedfaſt 
in his own Judgment, and would never fo 
much truſt ro the Sentiments of others, as to 
his own. The Senate loved him the better for 
all chis, and the People feared him. Thoſe 
iatter knew the weight ot his Cenſure, being 
a Subject ; and they ' thought, that the ſame 
ngour would but increaſe upon him being a 
Prince, : 
Balbinus was a Man of a very Noble Race; Charifer 
had been twice Conſul, and the Governour of of Balbi- 
2 multitude of Provinces. He had been the ms: 
Governour of Aſia, and Africa, and Birhynia, 
and Galatia, and Pontus, and Thrace and Galla, 
and had headed ſomenmes Armies. But to 
fay the truth, his Excellency lay not ſo much 
in the Military, as in the Civil Aﬀairs. His 
Goodneſs, his Integricy, and his Modeſty, gain- 
ed him a great deal of love. His Family was 
very Antient; and as he ſaid, derived from 
Balbus Cornelius Theophanes; who was made 
Free of the City of Rome by Pompey the Great, 
and who was a Man of che fir{t Note in his 
own Country, and alſo a wricer of Hiſtory. 
Balpinus was as Tall as Maximus, and Hand- 
G ſome ; 
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ſome : he loved his Pleaſures extremely in 
which he had a great Eſtate to afliſt him : for 
he was left Rich by his Anceſtors; and he had 
added to that Stock much, by being made the 
Heir to ſeveral of his Friends. He was fa- { 
mous for his Eloquence; a very good Poet ata iſ ,; 
Judden and an extempore Verſe. He loved Wine, 
Women, and good Eating ; was proper in hs 1 
Dreſs, and in fine, wanted nothing to render ſ , 
him commendable to the People. The Senate W #- 
no leſs loved him. Thus as to the general Che «. 
raters of Maximus and Balbinas: whom ſome, 
as Saluſt compares Cato and Czſer, fo ſome 5, 
think, ought to be compared in this manner ſ .. 
That as Maximus was ſevere, Balbinus ws 
ſweet: As the one was Firm and Conſtant, ,+ 
the o;her was Good. The one gave away nol 14, 
thing, the other abounded in all things, and ; 
was as generous to all the World with them. 
Maximus and-Balbinws, being poſſeſſed with 
all the other Royal Honours and Enfigns d 
the Empire; that is, having received the Tri 
bunitian Power, the Proconſular Power and 
the Soveraign Pontificate upon them ; the 
Title of FathPrs of the Country, was likewik 
added to them. They entertain'd the People 
with the diverſions of the Stage, the Games 
the Cirque, and the Combats of the Gladiz 
tors ; and then Maximus, alter the diſpatching 
his Vows in the Capitol, was ſent to the Wa 
againſt Maximin with a great Army; the 
Guards continuing with Balbinus ſtill at Rome. 
I may here take an occaſion to ſay, in a word, 


from whence the Cuſtom comes, That ay 
the 
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the Eniperors are going to a War, they firſt 
entertain the People with the Combats of 
Gladiators, and the Chaſe of Beaſts, Some 

will have if, That it is an antient ſort of a Sa- 
crifice to .Nemeſis, the Goddeſs of Fortune; to 
ſatiate her with Rowan Blood in the beginning ; 

| that ſhe may have the leſs thereof to require 

"MW in the Engagements with the Enemy. But | 
that which I take to be the trueſt, and the 

B moſt probable Account of it, is; That the 

: ſight of Fights, Blood, Arms, and naked Men 
e 
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engaging each other, ſhould harden them a- 
gainſt they mec the Enemy, and accuſtom 
them not to be afraid, nor to ſhrink at all 
'Y at Death and Wounds. 
"= The Gwards tarrying, as I ſaid, at Rome, 
1M whilſt Maximus went to the War againſt 
Maximin , there happened ſuch a violent Se- 
dition betwixt the People and them, that ic 
came to a War, within the Bowels of the 
City. The greateſt part wheteof was ſet on 
hire, the Temples prophaned, the Streets all 
of them polluted with Blood , and Balbings 
with his utmoſt Lenity was not able to pacifie 
them : to do which he appeared in publick in 
Perſon. But he was in danger to be knock'd 
down with a Stone: ſome ſay, that he recer- , 
ved a blow with a Club; and he could never 
have quieted them, if he had not thought up- 
on producing the young Czlar Gordianzs, 
whom he took, dreſs'd in his Purple, and ſec 
him upon the Shoulders of one that was very 
tall, and expoſed him to them : who ſeeing 
him , both the People and the Soldiers were 
(3 2 % {o 


A Mutiny 
at Rome. 
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ſo appeaſed, that for his ſake they all retur- 
ned again to their former Amity : For never 
was one of his Years, ſo much beloved as he; in 
Memory particularly of his Father , and hi 
Grandfather, who had laid down their Lives 
in the defence of the People of Rome, again! 
Meaximin in Africk, A great Inſtance gf the 
Gratitude of the Romans. 

As Maximus ſet forwards fof the War, the 
Senate diſpatched into all parts of the Coun: 
try of Traly Conſuls, Prztors, Quzſtors, Fdiles 
and Tribunes. to ſee, that every City was pro- 
vided with Corn, Arms, Walls, and Fortif: 
cations, to give Maximin at every turn a Check, 
and to fatigue him with Steges one after ano 
ther. They ordered allkthe Proviſions to be 
reaped, and to be brought aut of the Field 
into the fortified Towns, that the Publick E 
nemy ſhould find nothing whereupon to ſub 
ſilt. They (ent Orders into all the Province, 
to forbid all Perſons to Afﬀiſt him , under 
the penalty of being treated as Enemies, In 
the mean time another Mutiny happened a 
Rome betwixt the City and Guards. The Em 
peror Balbinus publiſhed his Edits to ſuppreb 
them, but without effet. The Guards betook 
themſelves to their Camp. The People began 
to beſ1ege them there. Nor was this Mutiny, 
in which Thieves and Robbers mixed wid , 
the reſt, co ſteal and plunder what they could ;4 
to the ruin of the City, and the loſs of a great} .;; 
deal of Riches, quieted, till the People half} ;, 
gone (0 tar as to cut Aquadutt that carried thi 
Water to the Camp. | 
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.to make Strings with it for their Bows. The 


all in a place. 
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Whilſt theſe things paſſed at Rome, the Em- 
peror Maximus was at the City of Ravenna, 
making great preparations for the War againſt 
Maximin ; whom he very much'apprehended, 
and often ſaid, that he went co fight not 
againſt a Man, but againſt a Cyr/op:s, But 
Maximin was fo defeated of his Deſigns before 
the City of Aquileia, that his own Men killed 
him, and both the Heads of hum and his Son 
were brought to Ravenna to Maximus , who 
ſent them from thence to Rome. The Zeal 
of the People of Aquileia for the Caule of 
the Romans in this Siege was remarkable. They 
ſhaved off the Womens Hair in their neceſflity, 


Emperor Balbinus was ſo overjoy'd at the Vi- 
@ory, who had dreaded the very thoughts of 
Maximin before, that as foon as his Head was 
brought to Rome, he offered a Hecatomb co 
the Gods ; which is a Sacrifice in this manner: 
A hundred Altars made of Turf, are fer up Ofering 
Upon theſe Attars are killed 9 4 Heca- 
2 hundred Swine, or a hundred Sheep. If it is © 
an Imperial Sacrifice, the Victims are a hun- 
dred Lions, ar a_ hundred Eagles, and ſuch 
like. A Cuſtom which many Emperors have 
Celebrated; and it formerly was in uſe a- d 
mongſt the Grecians, to appeale the Gods, 1n ; 
time eſpecially of a Peſtilence. 

This being over, Balbinus 11 the next plac? 
with great joy expected the return of his Bro- 
ther-Emperor from Ravenna , with his Army 
and Forces entire, which had had no occaſion 
to ſtrike a blaw, For the People of Aquileia, 
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| 
and only a few Soldiers with them under the I | 
Command of Criſpinus and Menophilus, who WW | 
had been ſent thither from the Senate, had pre- M | 
vented their Work, and defeated the Enemy W | 
without them. Maximus took his way from Rs 
venna hiſt to Aquileia, to ſee that he left alltheM 
Country ſafe, as far as to the Alps; and if thee iſ | 
were any Reliques of the Barbarians remaining, MW 1 
who had favoured Maximin, to reduce them. Inf | 
the mean time the Senate deputed m of M « 
their Body (to wit, four of the Order of th'fW » 
Conſals, eight Prztors and eight Quzſtor)MW « 
whoſe Names are ſet down by Cordes, to ComW i 
plement Maximus, and to preſent him with the 
. Crowns, as alſo an AA, in which they had ds 7 
creedto ſetup his Statues on Horſeback in Gold MW t 
The Emperor Balbinus was diſguſted at this, ant & 
| ſaid, that Maximus had been put to leſs troubl 
than he, who had extinguiſh'd the fire of : 
great inteſtine War at home, whilſt Maximu 
enjoy'd himſelf in quiet at Ravenna. But tho 
this was true, the readineſs of Maximus to ſerve 
the State in Perſon in this War, was ſo well ac 
cepted, that the Victory received was totally 
imputed to him3 and yer it was got, before he 
ſo much as knew any thing of it. The Arny 
of Maxim, after his death, ſurrendring them 
ſelves to Max;mns , he received them, and 
marched with great Pomp and a numerowſl & 
Rerinue to Rewe. He often ſaid to that Army,l « 
tnat as for what was paſt, it ought to be for- 
gotten; and he preſented them a great Dol © 
nanv2; and ſent their Auxiharies every oneffl © { 
to2mc. But as When Soldiers have once ther 
mind; 


" fatisfaction 0 
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minds poſſeſſed with a hatred, it is a hard mat- 
ter to govern them. Theſe Men repented 
that they had loſt an Emperor, who was of 
their own Ele&ion, now to be reduced under 
the Command of thoſe, who were of the E- 
letion of the Senate. They diſcover'd as 
much in thei very Looks, and ſometimes in 
Words. Bat when they alſo heard the refle&- 
ing Acclamations of the Senate upon them, 
for having adhered ſo to Maximin, they be- 
came the bitteret againſt Maximus and Balbi- 
ws, and every day bethought themſelves of 
ſetting up ſome other Perſons for the Empire, 
if occaſion ſerved. 

As Maximus entred into the City of Rome, Reception 
Ralbinus, the Senate, and the People came out 9 Maxi- 
to meet him, refleting upon the Soldiers of 9% 4? 
the Party of Maximin, in their Publick Accla- Rome. 
mations. From thence they conducted him 
into the Senate : where after ſome other things 
of courle, it was ſaid ; See the Happineſs of 


' Princes, that are choſen by the Wiſdom of the 


Senate 5 and on the other hand, ſee the Fate of 
thoſe that are choſen by Fools : Now the Army 
were they that had firſt ſet up Maximin; as 
the Senate were they who had choſen Max:- 
mus and Balbinuss The Soldiers could not 
hear this without being more incenſed againſt 
the Senate; eſpecially becauſe the Senate pre- 
tended, as it were, to have got a Triumph 

over them. 
Maximus and Balbinzs governed in the City 
of Rome with great Prudence, and to the equal 
f che Senats and the People. 


G 4 They 
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They deferred very much to the Senate 3 made 
excellent and Wiſe Laws ; fat in Perſon in 
Judicature, and admirably ordered all the' Mi. 
litary Afﬀairs. Maximw prepared all thing 
for a War againſt the Parthians ; and Balbing 
prepared himſelf for another againſt the Ger 
mans ; deligning to leave the «&roung Czlar, 
Gordianus, behind them at Rowe.* But the dif 
contented Soldiers in the mean time, ſought an 
opportunity to kill them, but, had Twt yet found 
| any, becaule they were ſo well-guarded with 
a Body of Germans, 

Some Differences there were betwixt Maxi 
mus and Balbinus ; but they were ſecret, and 
ſuch as were rather to be gueſſed, than ſeen 
Balbinus look'd upon Maximus, as an Ignobk 
Man, of no Birth 5 and Adaximw ſpurned'a 
Balbinus again, as a weak Man of no Policy, 
This gave an occaſion to the Soldiers, that had 
Wit, to underſtand, that it was ealte to kill 
two ſuch Princes, as could not agree berwitt 
themfelves, Whilſt therefore a [great many 
both of the Guards and the Courtiers were 
diverting themſelves at the Publick Games 4 
broad, and the two Emperors were left alone 
in the Palace, with only fome Germans next 
them, they Attacked them, The German 
were at a particular part of the Palace, wait 
ing upon Balbinus. The Storm fell upon Mai 
:nus : Who not finding any theans to ſave him 
telt without.the ſuccour of, the Germans, fent 
to Balbinus to defire him to ſend: ttm a Guard 
Baibimus luſpeRi. g a Mot againſt himfelF, our 
of an ambition of Mex to Reign Sole Mr 
yarch, 


Zealouſies 


bettreen 
the Ems 
perors. 
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narch, delayed to ſend him any fo lang, that 

whilſt they Rood 1n contradiction. of one ano. 

ther upon that Subject, the Soldiers came.upon 

them = and ſtript them of their, Royal 
Veſtments, and drew them by violence out,of 

the Palace, and abuſed them, and cut them, 

and were hurrying them through the City in- 

to the Camp? when perceiving that the Ger- 

mans advanced to relieve them , they killed ,, 
them both and lefc them dead 1n the. Streets. z,;h lain. 
At the ſame /time they-took. the. young Ceſar 
Gordianus with them -1nto the Camp, .whicher 
they retired, and proclaimed him Emperor, as 
he was the only. Perſon lefc at preſent to be fo, 
'Truumphing and-[nſulting over-the Senate and 
the People. The Germens having nothing to 
do to Fight, after their Maſters were killed, 
ybetook themſelves 6 their own Quarter, which 
"they had without the City. 

Thus died thoſe two good Emperors, in a 
manner unworthy of their Virtues and Actions; 
for nothing was more Brave ' than Maximus, 
« and nothing more-Sweet than Ba/biaws. One 
WW may be certain ofthis, from - the Nature of 
nM the thing it ſelf :- For when the Election is in 
a their own power, why ſhould they make choice 
ml of ill Princes? - They were Men, that had 
i-W been exerciſed before in ſeyeral employments 
x W of Honour (and Power. The. one-chad been 
nl twice Conſul, che'other the Governour of che 
nl City of Rome; and both were of an advanced 
vl Ape when they came to the Empire, and were 
u'll beloved by the Senate ; and though the People 
WF + 2t the firſt apprehended the Reign of Maxs- 
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ws, yet finding him more Gracious than the 
expected, even thoſe had begun to lay alid: 
their Fears, and to Love him allo. 
Maximus and Balbinus reigned one Yew 
Maximin and his Son reigned two, or as ſome 
ſay, three Years. The Houſe of Balbinze 15 ſtil 
to be ſeen at Rome, a large and ſtately Bull 
ding , poſſeſſed by his Family *0 this dy 
There is a great diſagreement amongſt 
Greek and Latin Hiſtorians about the Nams 
of Maximus and Pupienws : which are indez 
but ewo Names for the ſame Perſon: But ye 
the Greek Hiſtorians, as Herodotus and Dexi 
pus, whom I have followed, never uſing th 
Name of Pupienus, and the Latin Hiſtoriat 
ſcarce ever uſing the Name of Maxime ; b 
what the one ſays was done by Maxim, thee 
ther ſaying it was done by Pupienw,and makit 
Pupienus and Balbinus to be Emperors togethe 
inſtead of Maximus and Balbmus. To ava 
this diſtraction, we are only to confide int 
Account of Curius Fortunatianus, where he telb 
us, that as both the Names underſtand th 
ſame Perſon, he was called Pupienw, as by 
his own Name, and Maxima, as by the Nane 
of his Father. The Letter of Claudius Ful 
»us, the Conſul at that time, in which he Cat 
- 0mm the Elevation of him and Balbinwt 
the Empire, is dire&ed to him by the Name 


of Pupienus ; whith is this. 
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To their moſt Sacred and moſt In- 
vincible Majeſties, Pupienus and 
Balbinas, from Claudius Julianus. 


Our Majeſties by =— Appointment of the 
moſt Excellent and moſt Mighty Jupiter 

and the Immortal Gods , and by the | on ee 
ban Senate and the Conſent of all Mankind, 
ving received the Empire, to* be by you pro- 
teted again} the Aſſaults of the wicked Maxi- 
min, and to be Governed according to the Laws 
the Romans, though as yet your Majeſties 
e not ſent unto me your Advices, yet I could 

w ſooner read the AF of the Senate for that 
poſe, which hath been tranſmitted to me by my 
Brother-Conſal Celſus Flianus, but I wuſt Con- 
gratulate the City of Rome, for whoſe preſerya- 
tion you have been Elefied:; I Congratulate the 
Senate, ro whom , according to the judgment which 
they had of your Merits, you have reſtored their 
Priſtine Dignity: I Congratulate the Country of 
laly, whos defence you in a particular manner 
widertake againſt the devaſtation of the Enemy: 
I Congratulate the Provinces, which the inſatiable 
Avarice of ill Governors bave rent and torn in 
pieces , they are raiſed to ſome bopes of ſafety, 
and do wait their deliverance from you, I Con- 
gratnlate alſo the Legions themſelves, and the 
Auxiliaries , who from all Parts of the World 
bave their Eyes upon you to Adore you, and pro- 
miſe themſelves from you a Reign, worthy of the 
Roman 
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Roman Ez1pire. There # therefore no Languay 


ſo Powerful , there s no Eloquence ſo Ha 


there 4 no where that Wit, that # ſo fruitfy 


as toexpreſs ſufficiently the Felicity of the Publil 
in you: \ We may judge, what' Great things 
are to expe} from you, by only the beginnings 
your Rent; m which you batue re-eftablihl 
the Roman Laws, and the courſe of Fuſtin 
which was before aboliſhed : You beve made » 
ſelves Examples of Clemency , which bad bn 
alſo forgotten, and you bawe ſecured unto | 
Subjedt their Lives, Liberties, Cuſtoms, and Þn 
pertiess Theſevare things ti i not eaſie to recoun 
much leſs 15.it to proſecute with that Dignity tl 
they deſerve. For bow ſhall I expreſs the ſenſes 
the Duties which we owe to you, for your havin 
preſerved our Lives to us againſt the Cut thr 
{ent by the proud and bloody Maximin en 
where into the Provinces to revenge bimſelf 
tbe whole Order of the Senate ?.' Eſpecially, 
may my Inferiour Parts fall below the Dignity 
ſuch a Subject, when I' cannot deſcribe [0 

as the peculiar Foy of my. own Mind, . to I 
thoſe two. Perſons raiſed ta be the Emperors 
Rome, )and the Princes of the- whole Race i 
Mankind, to whom and to whoſe Cenſures 1 "4 
ever ſubmitted my ſelf , and\bave religiouſly t 
deavoured* to approve my Carriage and Aim! 
And although I may take a great deal of ca 
dence m the Teſtimonies which have been give 
giuen of meg by the Prances the Predeceſſors to 1 
yet it «. the Gravity of your, Fudgments wi 
will carry the pgreatefs Weight with me, and 
which I ſhall chooſe ro Glory, The Gods long © 
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tinue the Felicity of your Reigns to the Roman 
World. 4s Scipio, the Conqueror of Carthage 
(it & ſaid) pray d, That the Gods would preſerve 
the State in the Condition in which it then was, 
becauſe there could not be' a better; ſo when I re- 
fle# upon you, and upon the Eſtabliſhment which 
you bave made of the Empire, which was Totter- 
ing, till you came unto it, I can only pray, that 
the Gods would preſerve the ſame to you, in that 
State, wherein your ſelves have placed it. 


Under theſe. two Princes theres was a War 
betwixt the Carpi, and the People of Meſia: 
About the ſame time commenced the War of 
the Scythians, and the ruin of Ifria. Dexippme 

yes great Commendations of Balbinw ; he 
ys, that he reſiſted the Soldiers, when he was 
killed, with a Couragious Mind, not fearing 
Death ; and that he was one, who was well 
inſtructed in all things; But as to Maxima, 
he does not agree to the CharaQters which is 


given him by moſt other Greczas Hiſtorians. 
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SUPPLEMEN TE, 
OF THE | 
& 
EMPERORS |: 
FROM | 
Gordianu the Third, 
UNTO 


Valerian the Firſt. 


Rom the Death of Gordians the Third, 
'n unto the beginning of the Reign of 

Valerian, it 1s accounted to be about 
Nine, or at the moſt Ten Years. In which 
ſhort time, theſe Fifteen following Prince, 
| of whom we have little left upon Hiſtory, 
| beſides their Names, ſucceflively carried and 
loſt the Empire of Rome, 


EF. Marc, 


[. Marcus. The Senate, upon the News of 
the Death of Gordianw , immediately exerted 
their own Right, and created Marcus Empe- 
ror, according to Zonaras, He was of their 
own Order, a Venerable Perſon, addicted to 
the ſtudy of Wiſdom and Philoſophy. But 
he ſoon tell ſick, and died in the Palace at 
Rome, j 


Il. Severss Hoſtilianus. Alter Marcus , the 
Senate by their Suffrages, according to Zona- 
ra alſo, ſet up this Prince; who likewiſe had 
the fortune to fall ſick ſoon after, and died. 


INI. Marcw Fulims Philip the Father. This 
was the Perſon, who was the Author of the 
Murder of Gordianws the Third. He aflocia- 
ted his Son with him in the Empire. His Wife 
was Marcia Otacilia Severa; who it is thought, 
was an occaſion, being her ſelf inſtructed in the 
Chriſtian Religion, ba her Husband was Fa- 
yourable to the Chriſtians. 


IV. Marcus Fulius Philip the Son. He was 
otherwiſe called, Cains Fulins Saturninus Philip- 
pus, But after his Aſſumption to the Empire by 
his Father, he took the {ime Names with him. 
They reigned together five, ſome ſay {ix Years. 


V. Forapianus, This Perſon ſet up himſelf 
for the Empire in Syria, in the time of the 
Philips, But was ſoon oppreſſed again, and 
ended his Pretences with his Life. 


VI. Marinus 
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VI. Marinus, Some call'him Publius Carvi- 
lius Marinus. He was ſet Emperor up by the 
Legions in Garriſon in Pennonia or Mzſis , at 
the ſame time that Forepian made his Pretences 
in the Eaſt ; and was killed ſoon after. 


VIE Meſtins Dnintus Trajanus Decins the F4 
ther. The Army in IMyricum advanced this 
Prince in oppoſition to the Philips, He engs 
ged the Emperor Philip the Father in a Bat- 
rel at the City of Verona, and ſlew him there, 
Philip the Son was killed at Rome. 


VIIE. Decius the Son. He was called Quin 
tus Herennins Etruſcus Meſiins Decius. He reign- 
ed in conjunction with his Father. 


IX. Caius Valens Hoſtilianus, Some Medal: 
and Antient Inſcriptions mention him ; and 
he is ſuppoſed to have ſet up himſelf againſt 
the Decii, as did the two following. But net 
ther the Greek nor the Latin Hiſtorians ar: 
found to ſay any thing of him. 


X. Lucius Priſcus. He was the Prefident of 
Macedonia, when he was ſet up to be Emperor 
againſt the Decis. 


XI. Valen: Licinienus This 1s the ſame, whom 
Trebellius Pollio makes the Nineteenth in hi 
Catalogue and Account of the 3o Tyrants 


He had much of the Love of the People. 


XII. Caius Vibius Trebonianus Gallus, the Fa 
ther. X LIL. Vibin 
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XIII. Vibizs Volufianus, his Son. Theſe two 
ſucceeded together to the Empire after the 
Decii; with whom ſome Joyn a Third, namely, 


XIV. Hoſtilianus Perpeyns, He was preter- 
red to the Empire by the Senate, in the time 
that Gallus and his Son were Created by the 


Army. 


XV. Cains Fulins e/Emilianys. This Prince 
was Created by the Legionsin Heſs; and after 
the death of Galus and* his Son, who were 
killed by their own Soldiers, he reigned the 
ſpace of three Months, and governed the Em- 
pire with 'a deal of Prudence. Then dying 
of a ſicknels, he left it vacant to the Emperor 


Valerian. | 


In fine, the Hiſtory of theſe Princes, -and 
of the whole Interval from Gordianus the 
Third, to Valerien, is inveloped in ſo much 
Darkneſs, that certainly it is very difficult to 
ind any one place, in which the Ancient 
mag are of any Agreement amonglt them- 

Ves, 
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THE 


EMPEROR 
Valerian the Firſt. 


BY | 
TrEBELLIUS POLLI10 


_—_— 


ALERIAN was in the Province « 
Rhetia, when the Army ſet him up 
be Emperor, with the unanimous conſent 
approbation of the Senate and the People 
He was a Man of an Honourable Birth , the 
Son of Valerius; and he was one, who in Is 
time had paſſed chrough all the Gradual Of 
and Honours of the State, with great zoola 
which paved the Way for him to the Throt 
add of To let you ſee the Eſteem, which the Pi 
the Senate lick had of his Merits, and how well he ſtool 
in the opinion of the moſt Noble Senate, 
the time when he was choſen to be a- Cenlo; 
I will give you the A of the Senate, w 


pailed for his Ele&ion. 
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Upon the ſixth of the Kalends of November, 
the Year in which the two Decii were the Cons 
__ 8 als, the Senate having rec2ived from thoſe 
_ & Princes Letters, in which they left it to the 

Senate's Power to appoint'a Perſon to the 
Place of a Cenſor, met for the purpoſe in the 
Temple of Caſtor and Pollux, and the Motion 
being made and the Queſtion put, whom they 
" ſhould Chooſe, inſtead of waiting to be asked 
their Votes ſeverally according to the Cuſtom, 
they all cried with one Voice, in the abſence 
of Valerian, who was then in the Field with 
the Emperors : | | 
_ 7h Life of Valerian « 4 continued Cenſorſhip. 
As by Manners are Better than all the World beſides; 
ſo let him be the Fadge of the Manners of all the 
0. Horld. Let bim judge of the Crimes of the Senate; 
who hath none of bis own : Let him give Tudg- 
ment upou our Lives, who leads ſuch a one himſelf}, 
a nothing can be objetted to it» Valerian bath 
been a Cenſor from bu Infancy. Valerian bath 
al bis Life been a Cenſor. He us a Prudent, « 
Modeſt, a Grave Senator ; a Friend to the Good, 
an Enemy to Rebellion, an Enemy to all Vice and 
Wickedneſs. We ali Accept bim to be our Cenſor. 
We will all Obſerve bim. A Man of the Firſt 
Quality, Noble by Blood, of a Corrett Life, and 
Singular Manners, Eminent m hu Learning, and 
6 perfet# Model of Amtiquity» This was often 
repeated, and then the Senate Adjourned. 

When the Emperor Decius had received this 
AR, which was ſent to him from the Senate, 
he aſſembled all thoſe of his Court, and a- 


monglt the reſt, he order'd Valerian to be cal- 
H 2 led £ 
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Jed ; and after the At of the Senate was read 
to the Company, he made the following Speech 
to Valerian. : 
Speech of You are Hoppy Valerian , in the Tudgmen 
the Empe- which all the Senate bath of you, end in the ſhan 
ror to bim. $hgt you bear in their Hearts and Aﬀettions. Rs 
cerve the Office of being @ Cenſor to the whol 
Roman World, unto which they. have appointed 
you , and which you alone deſerve to bear. h 
this you are made a Fudge of our Manners, Tu 
will Fudge , who ought to abide in the Senate: 
Yow will reduce the Equeſtrian Order wnto it 
Antient State: Yow will preſcribe Bounds to th 
Revenues of all, You will confirm the Tribut 
which « raiſed the People, You will take an 
Account of all Offices tm the Government. You 
will bave the Antherity of making Laws, of Judg- 
ing of the Orders of the Soldiers, and of having you 
Eyes wpon the Condut# and the Employs of Army, 
Tow will bave the Power of carrying your Fudp- 
ment 10 my own Court, and to the Governours of 
the Provinces, and the moſt Eminent Commander: 
in my Service. Excevting only the Governour of 
the City of Rome, the two Conſult for the Tim, 
the Chief Officer of the Sacrifices, and the Mother 
of the Veſtal Virgins, provided that ſhe keep ber 
ſelf. Uncorrupt, there wu no Body, mor no Cauſe 
but will fall under your Sentence. And eve 
thoſe who are excepted, will labour neverthele(| 
to pleaſe you, and to be agreeable in your ſioht. 
The Reply which Valerian made to the Em- 
peror, was 1n this manner : 
May it pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty, I 
beſeech you, not to tie me to ſuch a meceſſuy of 


Judging 


= 


VoL I Valerian the Firſt. ION 


udging of the People, the Soldiers , the Senate, 
Las all Aa Ms; the Magiſtrate: of the 
Provinees, the Tribunes, and the Generals. Theſe 
are things, for which your Majeſty poſſeſſes the 
Name of an Emperor; the orſhip revotyes 
upon your ſelf ; @ private Man cannot perform 
it. 1 beg therefore, that I may be excuſed from 
this Honowr : Neither my Life, nor my Aſſurance 
makes me ſuitable for it; Times alſo are ſo re- 
that it # the Voice of Mankind, to deſire 
not t0 ſee @ Cenſorſhip of a private Perſon of this 
Nature. 

However Valerian acquitted himſelf in his 
Cenſorſhip wich all Equicy. I' could produce 
ſeveral - A Inſtances of the Favour, both of 
the Senate and the Emperors towards him, if 
they were noc things that are already generally 
known. From whence, I would only obſerve, 
that it appears, that when Valerian was after- 
wards calledto the Empire, it was not done by a 
Tumulct concourſe of the People, nor 
a Noile of the Soldiers, but he was choſen 
jaſtly, for his Merits, and as it were by the U- 
nanimous Voice of Mankind: in which, if 
every Perſon in particular had been to be al- 
lowed ths power of (peaking his Opinion, they 
would all have made choice of no other than 
Valerian. 

After Valerian was upon: the. Throne, no 
Man a&ed in the diſpoſition of Commands 
and Offices, better, and more juſtly than he. 
fl His Son Goliewe, the Brother to Valerian the 
cond, by another Venter, was at the ſame 
ime made Ceſar, at - requeſt of tho _— 
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In fine, the fatal Overthrow of Valerian 
and his Captivity that followed it, makes me 
almoſt aſham'd to extol him ſo highly, as he 
otherwiſe deſerves. For this Prince marching 
with a great Force againſt Perſia, and invading 
that Kingdom, and being through the Condud, 
whether Treacherous or Unfortunate, I know 
not, of one of his Officers, on whom he greatly 
relied,” brought into ſuch Circumsſtances, [that 
no Force, nor no Military Diſcipline, could 
fave him, was Conquer'd,. and fell a Priſoner 
into the hands of Sapores King of Perſia ; who 
fwelled with the ſucceſs of fo glorious Victory, 
not only proudly detained him, contrary to the 
Honour of ' Arms, but treated him in the 
Language of a vile and abje& Slave, and fome 
ſay, condemned him to the infamous Office 


a 
of making his Back a Footſtool to him to tread 
upon, whenever he mounted his Horſe. How- 


ever that 1s, it is certain, that ſeveral of 'the 
Neighboaring Kings, who had affiſted on the 
fide of -Sapores againſt Valerian in the War, fent 
Letters Ms of kind Interceflion to' Ss 
pores on behalf of the Royal Priſoner, where- 
of two or three were as follows : (9 
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Nation who by the power of Fate, and their own 
Virtue together, are\of an extraordinary Force in 
the World, you will do well to have a care, that 
your taking into Captivity the Old Emperor, and 
that too by @ Fraud, does not redound to the Il] 
of you and your Poſterity. You may pleaſe to 
Zoe, what great Nations the Romans have, 
Enemies, made their own; and Nations that 
often had the advantage of beating them 
too. It us certain we bave heard, how the Gauls 
beat them, and ſet fire to their great City. But 
yet the Gauls are now Slaves to the Romans. 
What! Have not the Africans Beat them ? But 
et the Africans now ſerve the Romans. And 
not to inſtance in Examples, which are of a great 
diſtance from mw, and therefore the leſs known, 
Mithridates King of Pontus, was once the Ma- 
fer of all Alia. But yet Mithridates was Con- 
quered, and Alia « now certainly under the Obe- 
dience of the Romans. If you will be adviſed 
by me, embrace the Means of Peace, which you 
bave in your hands, and reſtore Valerian to bus 
Country again. I Congratulate your Felicity, pro- 
__ altogether, that you know how to uſe 
« 'well. 


Balerus , the King of che Caduſu, 
X _. writ thus, 


F_ glad, that the Succours with which we 


FO you, are remitted to me again entire 
ſafe, as 1 have received them : But I can- 


wot wiſh you ſo much Toy of your carrying into 
H 4 Captivity 
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Captivity that Great Prince Valerian, «s 1 ſhould 
Congratulate you, if be was Raftored agoin. The 
Rothans are the miſt dengerow Enemies for bo 
ins beaten; Aft thirefore as it becomes you im 
Pradence ; nor lis Fortume puff you nh , which 
hath dectived ſb many, Valerian Bath « Sm 
an Emptrer, and a Grand/m @ Calar. 4nd 
what ! Hath be not oll the Roman World o& by 
fide, whith will univerſally riſe up againſt you] 
Therefore Reſtore him, and make @ Peace with 
tbe Romans 3 which will alſo be an Advantage 
* £0 ws, as well a4 you. ; 


Artabaſdes, the King of Armenia, ſent 
this Letter to Sapores. 


Share with you im the Glory of your Vitor. 

But jet I fear, that you have not {o much 
Conquer d, ax ſown the Seeds of more and more 
Wars. The. 8m of Valerian, and bu Grend{on, 
and the Caprains of the Romans, «ll Gallia, «l 
Africa, #Þ Spain, «f Iraly, al rbe Nations which 
are in Wiyricum, end in tbe Eaſt and Pontus, 
that either are the Allies, or the Subjefts of the 
Romans, will be ſure to re-demand the Perſon 
of Valerian. Ss you bawe 4 riſer on 
Old Man, and in the mean time you render al 
the Nations of the Emrth iniplacable Enemies to 
30u, and it may be to ws, who ſent you our Suc- 
cours, as we are your Nexgbbours, and are a 
ways cronterned in the Trouble: of yaut Stare, 

Other Nations of the Bufrieari;, the: Ger 
gens, the Albanians and the Tatiare, any 
eo 
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the Applications of Spores to them, and writ 
to the Rowen Generals to promiſe them their 
afliſtances, to deliver Valerian out of his Cap- 
oity. Valerian nevertheleſs remained and died 
a Priſoner in Perfie, at an advanced Age. His 
= was p_ well —_ by Odenatus 
Palmyra : who getti; her an Arm 
aſſerted the Robes Inceſt Fibacly in tho 
Parts; ifnfomuch that he cook the Treaſures 
of the King of Perſis, and what thoſe Kings 
hold deares £6 them than their Trealures, he 
took his Conttbines Priſoriets: Upon which, 
King Sapores retired himſelf immediate]y with- 
I own Kingdom, and lo ended the Perſian 
ar. 

This is the Story of Yalerian the Father ; 
who was:7e Years Old, when he was with 
great Applauſes firſt advanced to be Emperor, 
| come next to Valerian, the Son. 
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ALERIAN the Second was the Son 
of the precedent Prince, and th: 
Brother of Galienus by another Mo 

ther. He was Handſome, Modeſt, and ver 
Ingenious for his Age; of a Charming Hu 
mour and Manners; far different from the 
difſolutene(s of his ſaid Brother. His Father 
* had made him a Czſar, and Celeſftinu (ays, 
that his Brother did afterwards receive him, 
as Emperor, in conjun&ion with himſelf. | 
There 1s nothing to be remembred of hyn 
more, than that he was Nobly born, very wel 
educated, and that he was miſerably killed © — 
He was buried about the City of Milan, gi 
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this Inſcription put upon him afterwards, by 
the order of Claudius; The Emperor Valerian. 
Same have underſtood it of Palerian the Fa- 
ther; as if the Body of him, who was a Pri- 
ſoner in Perſia, had been xurned out of that 
Country : But that is a miſtake, and therefore 


4 ? Prove A $:Jog pie paved mFFÞa pt as 


" "Y hd to the Reign of Galienus and 
his Son, called Sd/ovinas Galldnes ; being en- 


tirely devoted to your Servi and to t | 
gldry of yoly Refatainyrofych I feigg 


ought nor-can 
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Gallienas, but from the time of the Cap 

tivity of his Father 2 Who, that is, Vs 

lerian the Firſt, being taken and kept a Pri- 

ſoner by the King of Perfia, though it was a 

great Affliction to all co ſee an Emperor of 

Rome treated ſo like a Slave, the Army in the 

mean time without a Head, the Generals 

murmuring , and the Empire in a tottering 
condition, eſpecially in the Eaſt, yet _—_ 
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lem rather rejoyce in the Misfortune of his 
Father , and carried himſelf fo negligenthy, 
that Macrianw and Balifts, together with the 
Reliques of the Army which they aſſembled 
with them in the Eaſt, conſulted in fine; 
whom to ſet up to be Emperor in oppoſition 
to him. For as for him, his Name was ſcarce 
ſo much as mentioned amongſt them. 

Macrianu was accounted one of the moſt 
knowing Captains of that time, and no Man 
fater for the Government of Afairs than he. 
Withal he was very Rich, and one that could 
ſupply the publick Occafions out of his private 
Fortunes» His Sons, Macrianss the Second 
and Quietus were two Rout young Men, who 
= ah and —_ be of good _—_ 
to ns, upon all opportunities, where 
the matter of Arms might call them. 


0 


_ Wherefore it was reſolved, in preference $everal 
to others, to commit the detence of the Em- Perſons 
pire unto Macrianus and his Sons, This was et «p for 

), Hinthe Year, that Gallienus and Volufianus were E/Prors 


the Conſuls. Macrienus gathered himſelf an 
Army, and took all the neceſſary precautions 
for his ſecurity againſt his Enemies. He ſent 
Piſo, who was one of the chief Perſons of the 
Senate, into Achais, to oppreſs Valens there, 
who governed that Country with a Procon- 
fular Power by the appointment of Gallienus. 
But Valens finding that P:/o came againſt him, 
and that there was no other way to fave him- 
elf, but by an Abſolute Authority, and by 
{etting up himſelf Emperor, he did fo, and 
Piſo withdrew from thence into —_— 
whither 


Odenatus 
attempts 
the Em- 

pare. 
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whither Yalens ſent thoſe after him that killed 
him. In che mean time P3ſo had alſo in Th 
(aly ſet up for an Empire, with the Title of 
Emperor of Theflalia, After this, Macriany 
leaving his Son Quietus in the Eaſt, and th: 
' Affairs under him there in a peaceable Cond. 
tion, began his Expedition againſt Gallien, 
He came firſt into the Leſſer A4{is, and the 
into 1hricwm. In Ihricum was Aureolus, wh 

retended to Reign there; being one thy 
had taken Arms, and the Empire upon hin, 
againſt Gallienus. Macrianns had his Son Ms 
crianus With him, and a Body of five and fory 
thouſand Men. With theſe he fought th 
Forces of Aureolus, which were Commande 
by his General Domitian : but Macrians lot 
the day, and both he and his Son were killed 
and all their Army ſurrendred to the Emperg 
Aureolus. 

The News of the death of Macrianus, the 
Father and Son, coming to Odenatus of Pal 
myra'in Syria, who had made his pretenſion 
to the Empire of the Eaſt trom the Captivin 
of Valerian, Odenatus coni1dering the Remil 
nels of Gallienus on the one hand, and the 
Ulurpation of Aureolxs on the other, and in 
deed the diſturbed Condition of the wholk It © 
Empire every where, haſtned upon this 
portunity with an Army, to ſee 1f he co J 
take the other Son of Macrianus, Luietus, who 
had been left behind in the Eaſt, This Bu © 
neſs was ſoon concluded by the Treachery of 
ſuch, as were about the Perſon of Luiew: h. 


For they, Confederating with Odenatus,. and 
particularly} ** 
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particularly Balifa, the Captain of the Guards, 
killed the young Man and threw his Body over 
the Wall to Odenatus, to whom every one, at- 
ter that, immediately ſubmitting , Odenatus be 
came the Emperor of almoſt all the Eaſt, 
whilſt Aureolus reigned in Ihyricum, and Gallie- 
nus reigned at Rome, The City of Emiſſa was 
nigh deſtroyed by the ſeverity of Baliſts at this 
time, and many of the Inhabitants killed, with 
the Treaſurer and ſuch others of the Party of 
. Gujetus, as had fled for ſhelter thither. 
Odenatus ordered an Account of every thing 
that had paſſed, to be faithfully ſent to the 
Emperor Gallienus at Rome ; as it it was in his 
uſe, that he had done what he did. Galie- 
ws was pleaſed with the ſecurity, which ac- 
crued to him by the death of Macrianns, and 


his Sons: But the uſe that he made of it, was n;luee. 
only to indulge his Luſts and Pleaſures the neſs of 
more, which he purſued without the leaſt re- Gallienus. 


ard to the Condition of his Captive Father. 
He gave the Publick the diverſions of the 
Races of the Cirque, Stage-plays, the Games 
of Leaping, Running and Wreſtling ; a Chaſe 
of Wild Beaſts, and the Games of the Gladia- 
tors; whereunto he invited the People to affiſt 
and be Merry, as upon Days of the greateſt 
Joy and Triumph. However, ſeveral could 
not but lament the Captivity of his Father : but 
Gallienus gloried rather in ic; becauſe his Father 
(he ſa1d)had loſt his Crown by I know not what 
love of Virtue, which he renounced ; and fo 
he folaced himſelf above meaſure. It was 
plain, that he could not endure the Eye of = 
Father 
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Father upon him; and he thought himſelf 
happy, that the Old Man with his Gravy 
was [o far off removed. 

About the ſame time, e£milian in Egy 
Revolted, and ſet up for himſelf as Emperg, 
and ſeized upon the Granaries and the Mags 
Zines of that Country, till ſeveral Towns ther 
were almoſt laid under a Famine. Again| 
him Tbeodotus, a General of Gallienus, march 
ed, and fought him and took him, and len 
him alive to the Emperor his Maſter. 

Gellienus (till perſiſting in his Sports and hi 
Luxury, and no better looking after the Public 
Weal, than a Boy that is made a King in; 
Play of a Company of Boys. The Gazl:,t 
whom 1t 15 Natural to be Light, and a Peopk 
that cannot contain themſelves under Princs, 
which are luxurious and which degenerate fron 
that Roman Valour, which did at firſt ſubjd 
them, called Poſtbumius to the Empire ; where 
unto the Forces of that Province conſented, 
who were very ſenſible, and accordingly com- 
plained of che {lavery of Gallienus to his Luſk 
Againſt Peſtbumius , marched Gallienus hin 
ſelf with a Body of Troops. He beſieget 
Poſt humius 1n the City where he was: But 
he was viewing the Walls, the Gaul: diſtin 
guiſh'd him, and gave him a Wound by the 
thot of an Arrow, Poſthumjas reigned ſeven 
Years in Gallia, and aſſerted that County 
bravely againſt che Incurſions of all the Bur 
barians round about. The War betwixt Get 
Fenus and him was long protracted, through 


a number of Sieges and Bartels; 0 
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the one, ſometimes the other carried it: inſo- 
much that Gallienws was obliged by the difhcul- 
ties which beſet him, to make a Peace with 
the pretended _— Aureolus, for the bet- 
ter opportunity of oppoſing Pofbumims. To 1, 
theſe Miſchiefs, the Scythians invaded the Pro- Commer. 
vince of Bithynia in the Leſſer Afi, and de-'tions and 
ſtroyed whole Towns there. They came up Pars 
to the City of Njcomedia, and burnt it and 
grievouſly laid it waſte. - Beſides which, as it 
all the World conſpired at once to afHict us, 
in Sicily there aroſe as it were a ſervile War, 
by the means of a company of Robbers, that 
roved up and down, and required a great deal 
of pains to ſuppreſs them.” All thele things 
happened our of a Contempt of Gallienus : 
becauſe there 15 nothing which gives ſo much 
Baldneſs co the Wicked, nor fo much Hopes 
and Encouragement to the Good, as when 
either on the one hand a Good Prince 1s feared, 
or on the other a Ditlolute Prince is deſpiſed. 
Amongſt ſ6 many Commotions and Wars, 
an Earthquake in the Year when Gallienus and , ,,.. 
Fauftinianus were the Conſuls, in a violent ful Earth- 
manner ſhook the Cities of Afia; it ſhook quake. 
Libya, and the City of Rome, and there was 
a Darkneſs for ſeveral days. The roaring of 
the Earth from beneath, -was like the Voice 
of Thunder from above. Many Fabricks were 
conſumed in- this Earthquake, and cheir Inha- 
bitants with them, and others killed with the 
fright. The Earth opened in abundance of 
places, and ſalc Water came up unto the 
Breaches, and ſeveral Cities were covered with 
I a 
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The many ſhook and trembled; there it gaped and opened 


eunes of rjan in the mean time a Captive, Gallia diſtrad: 
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2 Flood of Waters; Above all, it did the moſt 
miſchief in 4/ise. At the ſame time ſo great; 
Peſtilence raged at Rome, and in the Cities of 
Achais, that five thouſand Perſons died of it 
in one day. So the Books of the S:byls were 
Inſpeed, and the Peace of the Gods Deggad 
' and ſought into, and a Sacrifice was offered 
Fupiter, the Auchor of Health, according asit 
was preſcribed by the ſaid Books of the Sibyl, 
Fortune raged on all fides. Here the Earth 


in other Parts a Peſtilence laid us waſte; Yale 


ed with the Wars of Paſthumins, and the Barbar; 
ans; the Eaſt under the Empire of Odenarm, 
Aureolus the Maſter of Illyricum, and eEmilian 
the Maſter of Egyps3 Thrace taken up betwixt 
the Goths and Claudius, who laid wailte Mace 
donia and beſieged Theſſalonica: No moderate 
degree of:quiet had we on any fide. And al 
this in a great-meaſure , as I have ſaid, wa 
yet occaſioned by the Contempt, in which 
Gallienus was with all the World : whuch he 
drew upon himſelt by his exceflive Luxury; 
and not only that, but he was a Man, whobe 
fides, if he was out of Danger, was fit enough 
for all kind of Wickedneſs, in Achais, Mar 
tian, with the Forees of Gallienzs, Engage 
the Goths, and obliged them ro retire. T 


— 


Scythians, who are another part of the Goth, 
at the ſame time laid waſte 4/ia, and plundered 
and burnt the Temple of Diana at Ephbeſws, the 
Fame of the Riches whereot 1s ſo well knowl 
co all the Earth, 
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[c is a ſhame almoſt co ſay, what Expreflions, 


what Jeſts, came upon theſe occaſions from 


the mouth of Gallienas, when he was told of 
the Revole and Troubles of this and the other 
Place.” Egypt, it was told him, was Revolted: 
And what then, fays he, cannot we: be with- 
out the Flax of Egypr? 4fia, it was told him, 
was laid waſte, both by the Earthquakes, and 
the Scythian Enemy. What then, ſays he, can- 
not we be without Salt-petre 2 When Gall:a 
was loſt to Pof hamius, he laughed and ſaid ; 
Cannot the State be ſafe, unleſs we have our 
Stuffs from Arras ? And fo of all Parts of the 
World, when he had loſt them, he Jeſted, and 
Was no more concerned, than for his old 
Cloaths, or the loſs of.any vile Slave. 

And that nothing whuch 1s II], ſhould be 
wanting to his Times, the City of Byzan- 
tum, which is the Key of the Helleſpont, and 
famous for its Naval Powers, was rendred total- 
ly deſolate by the Soldiers of the ſame Gallic- 
avs, that ſcarce any body was left alive in it. 
There is no Antient Family to be found now 
there, to repreſent che Nobility and the Anti- 

ty of its former People, but what p2rhaps 
bath ſprung from ſome Perſan or other, who 

the (laughter, by being at thac time 
un on his bulineſs, or in the ſervice of the. 
ar. 

Aﬀcer the Peace wuh Aureolas , Gallienns, 
with the aſliſtance of him and Claudius as his 
General, who was afterwards Emperor ; and 
Who is the Head of che Family of Conſt antics 
the Ceſar, began the War afreſh againſt Peſt 


bymii 


Polthu- 
mus de- 
feate A. 
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bumius in Gallia, Poſthumius was affiſted with 
many ſuccours from the Ceire. and the Franks; 
and being joined by ViForinus, whom he had 
made Partner with him in his pretended Eny 
pire, he marched to the Batre] againſt Gals 
mus, They tought ſeveral times with _ 
of ſucceſs on both fides. The ViRory at | 
fell ro Gallienws ; who, it is to be owned, had 
ſudden Valour, which came hot upon him, 
when he was in a Choler and well provoked. 
In this Choler he went next to revenge him. 
ſelf of Byzantium 5; where he did not expett 
to be received within the Walls. But upon Con 
ditions, he was. The day after, he firſt dif 
armed, -and then put all the Garriſon ani 
Town 1n cold blood tb the Sword, contrary 
to his Faith and the Promiſes that he had mad: 
them. About the ſame time the Scythians in 
Aſia were beaten by the Valour and the Con 
duct of the Roman Commanders there, and 
obliged to retire from their Incurſions. 
Winged with theſe Succeſſes, Gallienus flew 
with great ſpeed to Rome; and Convocating 
the Senate, he Inſhtured and Celehrated hs 
Decemial Games, the Pomp and the Pleaſure 
whereof, were & Exquilite as they were New 
He went to the Capitol, in a Proceflion'd 
the Senators in their Robes, the Gentry, the 
Soldiers clad in White, all the People, Slave 
a very great many, and Women marchung 
before with Wax Tapers and Lamps in ther 
hands. Theſe were preceded by a hundred 
white Oxen, yoaked two and two, with ther 
Horns gilt, and Cloths of Silk thrown re 
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their Backs of divers Colou:s, which made a 

eat Show. In like manner, marched two 
hundred pure white Lambs : Ten Elephants, 
that were then at Rome: One thouſand two 


' hundred Gladiators, pompouſly drefſed in 


Cloaths embroider'd with Gold, ſuch as 
the Ladies of Quality wear: Two hun- 
dred tam'd Wild Beaſts of ſeveral kinds, very 
finely adorned ; Chariots full of Mimicks, and 
all ſores of Players; Pugils fighting, but not 
with true, but counterfeit Weapons ; Drolls 
playing the Anticks, and others imitating the 
Geſtures and Looks, of the Cyclops, which 
was wonderful. All. the Streets reſounded 
with Acclamacions, and the Plays, and the 
Noiſe. In the midit, amongſt the Senators, 
marched Gallienus himſelf in a Triwumphal 
Gown and Tunick, accompamied with all the 
Prieſts in their Robes. There were hve hun- 
dred Spears of Gold born on cach fide, one 
hundred Standards, the Standards of the Col- 
leges of the Prieſts, the Arms and Enſigns of 
the Temples, and all the Legions. Then went 
alſo ſeparate Bodies of Men, repreſenting 
Captives of Vanquiſh'd Nations: as Gotbs, 
Sarmatians, Franks and Perſians; to the num- 
ber of no leſs than two hundred in a Body. 
And with this Pomp did Gallienzs vainly think 
to elude and put upon the People of Rome; 
who nevertheleſs ſecing through the diſguiſe, 
one Man favoured Poſt bumius, another Regil- 


lienw, another Aureolus, another e/Emilian, 


and another Saturninus, as they tancied. Great 
lamentation was made for the Captivity of 
I 3 Valerian, © 
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Valerian, the Father ; and it was admired, that 
his own Son ſhould leave him ſo unreven 
when ſtrangers and foreign Potentates 


his Pleaſures. All his diſcourſe to thoſe "that 
were about him, was, What have we for Dine 
ner? What are the Diverſions that are pre- 
pared to day? What will be the Play to mor- 
row? What are the Races to be run in the 
Cirque? The Proceflion being over, and 

Hecatombs being offered to the Gods, Gali 
245 returned to the Caure, where there was 
an Entertainment: which when finiſhed, he 
appointed the other days for the publick Pas 
ſi1mes. One thing L muſt not omit, and that x 
an unlucky Jeſt, which was made upon the Pro- 
ceflion. Amongſt the pretended Captive, 
which were ridiculouſly led in Triumph, there 
was 2 Body of ſuppoſed Perſians. As this Body 
was marching, ſome Drolls, that had a mind 
tO be pleaſant, came in amongſt them and 


ſought, and look'd all about, and viewed every 


enes Pace, and wondred, and were very it 
quifitivez till at laſt they were asked, what they 
would have? and what was it they wantedF 
Say they, we would ſee the Emperor's Father, 
This coming to the ears of Gallienus, no 
gard either ro his Father, or to Pitv, or his 
own {ſhame could prevail with him, but he or- 
dered the Men to bs burnt, The People r& 
ſented their deaths, beyond expectation, very 
ill; and the Soldiers worſe; who were o 
troubled, that thev reveng'd it upon Gallienm 
himſelf, not long aftrer, "18 


*] 


been ready to vindicate him, But nothing of this 
moved Gallienw, his heart was ſtupified with 
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l. 

In the Year that Gallienus and Saturninus Succeſs of 
T were the Conſuls, Odenatus King of the Pal- —_ 
3. mjrens in Syris, whoſe Valiant Attions ſpoke 77; per. 
- 8 him worthy to be the Emperor of all the Eaſt, ans. 
bo 25 indeed he was, and fo he declared himſelf, 
a+ Wy >ccauſe Gallienws minded either nothing, or 
» MW only bis Luxuries and his Follies, cook up the 
» W Var againſt Perſia, to revenge the*Captivity A 


of Valerian, which was fo little regarded by 
Gallienzs his Son. - He preſently poſlefled him- 
ſelf of the Cities of Nifbis and Charre, by 
the Surrender of the Inhabitants, who blamed 
Gallienus for his Negle&. Yet'was not Odena- 
zas wanting in his Reſpe& to Gallienws neither. 
He ſent the Great Men of the Per/ians, whom . 
he took Priſoners, to Reme to him, to give him 
the opportunity of inſulting over their Miſery 
in their turf} : which he did in a Triumph, 
though the Victory was not his own, but Ode- 
nas; and ſtill he mentioned nothing of his 
Father; nor upon the report which came of 
his Death, but, which proved afterwards falſe, 
did he Deife him, till he was conſtrained to 
it, Odenatus advanced td the City of Cre/iphon, 
and beſteged it, with a multitude of the Perfians 
therein» He laid all the Country about waſte, 
and killed innumerable of the Enemy. All 
' the Great Men of the Perſians out of all the 
Provinces flew to this Siege, for the common 
defence. They Fought. Fortune was a long 
time various, and the Victory hard in getting, 
But however it fell at laſt on the fide of Ode- 
| »#&w; who as he had no other end in the War, 
' bur to deliver Valerian, fo he daily puſhed for 
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it, but the Circumſtances of Places in a ſtrange 
Country, incumbred the good Prince with 
oreat difficulties. | 

Whilſt theſe things paſſed in Perſia, the Scy- 
thians broke in into Cappadecia, which they Ra 
vaged: and having made themſelves Maſters 
of ſome Towns, after the War was a long time 
doubtful, they withdrew from thence into Bh- 
15ynia, Therefore the Soldiers were at this 
ume for choohing another Perſon Emperor; 
whom when Gallicnw could not pacifte 1n his 
tavour, he killed them all, which was his way, 
as he did at Byzantium, 

As ill as his Afﬀairs on all fides ſtood, Galle 
us proſecuted his Vanities. He deſted to be 
made a Citizen and Preſident of Athens, and 
to be admitted to all the Religious Rites of 
that place, and to be made one of the number ; 
of th2 Areopagites» This was a Contempt up- 
on the People of Rome, and the Honours which 
he enjoy 'd trom thence; as if he valued it more 
to be an Areopagite and the Archon of Atheny, 
than to be the Rowan Emperor. [t 15 true, that 
both Hadrian and Marcus Antoninus had the cu- 
riofity to be initiated 1n the Eleuſmian Rites 
Bur the Emperor Hadrian was, when he did it, 
in the height of his proſperity ; and the Em- 
pzror Antorinus did not affet it, till after a 
hem Veace; and both of them were ſo well 
{2211 in the G:eek Learning, that ſeldom were 


_,, thelearnedelt Doors there, ſuperiour to them, 


in the jadgment of the Great Men. It can- 
10t be demed indeed, but Gallienns was emi- 
nent in Oratory, Poetry, and all the Arts: 

He 
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es made an Epithalamium upon the Marriage 
of his Brother's Sons, extempore , which was 
letter than a hundred others, made at the ſame 
ime by all the Greek and Latin Poets, though 
hey ſtudied ſeveral days upon it, and every 
"ne did his beſt to excel, The Epithalamium 
ff Gallienus was theſe three Lines. Taking 
hem by the Hands, 


he, ite, O pueri ; pariter ſudate Medulls 
Omnibus inter vos: Non murmura veſftra Columbge, 
Brachis non Heder&, non vincant oſculs Conche. 


That 15, 


Go, go, young Pair; and be your Mutual Loves 
Expreſs 'd in every Part and Pore: As Doves 

I [ofteſ® Murmurs ſpeak your mighty Bliſs, 
Lke Ivy Twine, and cloſe as Cockles Ki{s. 


I have not the time to adjoyn the reſt of his 
Verſes, nor to ſpeak of his Proſe, which made 
him ſhine both amongſt the Poets, and the 
Orators of his Age. But this is not the Mat- 
ter. Tt is one thing to be an Orator or a 
Poet; and ſomething elſe 15 expeted in an 
Emperor. 

One thing Galienwe did, by the advice of his 
Brother Valerian and his Kinſman Lacilas,which 
was extraordinary well done, and was much 
commended. When he heard of the Vidories 
of Odenatus over the Perſians, and how he had 
reduced Nzſb:n and Charran, and all the Coun- 
try of Meſopotamia, and was come before Cteſs- 


phon ; 
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pbon; the King of Perſia put to flight, his Grey 


Men taken Priſoners, and many of the Eng 


- my killed; Galienws voluntarily divided the 


Inſtances 
of by Wit. 


Empire to Odenatws, and preſented him with 
the Royal Style as his Brother, and ordere( 
Money to be coined it his Name with a Stamp, 
of the Perſians taken Priſoners. This the $% 
nate, the City, and People of all Ages, took 
well. Nor was Galienus one that wanted Wit 
To give you an Inſtance or two of it. 4 
great Bull appearing upon the Sands of tiy 
Amphitheatre to 4% fray and the Man that 


undertook it, mifling his blow ac him Tal 
times, Gallienus ſent the Man a Crown, «© 
Garland, which is a Reward for a Vidory: 
Every body wondred what was the matter; 
and thinking it ſtrange, that ſuch a baffld 
Sportſman ſhould be Crowned, he ordered 
ro be proclaimed by the Cryer, It is @ difficut 


thing not to Hit @a Bull in Ten times. A Mt: 
chant had fold to Gallienw's Lady, falſe Glaſls 
for true Jewels. She, when the Cheat ws 
diſcover'd, called to have the Man puniſhed 
Gallients ordered him to be thrown to a Lion, 
to be devoured. But inſtead of a Lion, a Cx 
pon was let out upon him. The People wor 
dring at (o ridiculous an appearance, ſays G# 
lienus, He committed a Cheat, and be hath [if 
fered a Cheat, and fo he diſmiſſed the Mat 
again. 

Whilſt Odenatus was taken up with the Br 
fian War, and Galliens with his Follies, 
Scythians with a Fleet came and Plunder'd the 


City of Heraclis in Thrace, and returned home 
wit 
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with the Booty: but by the way they were 


ir Men alſo by a Wreck. 
Then Odenatus was killed by the Treachery 
of 2 Kinſman of his own, and his Son Herod 
was killed wich him, His other Sons, Herexnia- 
s and Timolaus, being very young, their Mo- 

rZenobia took upon her the Empire of their 
ather,and long governed it : Not effeminately, 
jor with the expeted weakneſs of her Sex : 

not only underſtood to reign better thag 
alienus, but ſhe was ſuch a Virago, that many 
= and prudent Emperors have come ſhore 
Mr NCT, h 

After the death of Odenatus, Gallienus under- 
wk the War with mm himſelf, to revenge 
he Calamity of his Father : This good Action 
ume too late. His General was Heraclianus : 
ho marching with arf Army againſt the Per- 
ms, the Palmyreni and others of the Eaſter- 
ings who were for the Empire of Zenobia met 


im, and defeated him fo, that he loſt all his 


\rmy again. 

The Seythians in the mean time, by the way 
ff the Euxine and the Danube, made Deſcents 
on the Roman Territories, and did very 
much miſchief. Gallienus ſent againſt them 
Clhodamus and Athenaus, two ByZantines , to 
repair the Towns, and fortifie ſuch Places as 


wanted it. The Barbarians were met with a- 
bout Pontus, and defeated : Venerianus defeated 
them alſo in a Sea-Fight, in which he was 
killed himſelf. Then they Ravaged the City 


of Cyziqus, and other Places in Afia, and at- 
terwards 


eaten in a Naval Fight, and loſt many vf - 
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terwards all Achaia:; in which laſt the Athmi 
under the Command of Dexppus the HK, 
*ſtorian, beat them, and repulſed them. They 
they roved about the Countries of Epirus, My 
cedonia and Beotia, As they were in Ilyrican, 
Gallienus with much ado, rowz'd by the Publig 
Evils, came againſt them, and luckily ſlew; 
great number of them ; which put the reſt 
flight, who inſconfing themſelves behind thei 
Carts, eſcaped by the Mountain Geſſaces. Mp 
:1anss purſued them, and had ſeveral Batt 
wath them afrerwards with various ſuccek 
Such of them as reached home, excited all thay 
whole Country to a Rebellion againſt the & 
2141s. | 
The ill Government of Galliexus continuing 

in a manner inſupportable, Martianus and He 
raclianus entred into a Conſultation about the 
diſpoſing the Empire g0 another. Claudw 
above others, was pitched upon, though he 
was not then preſent. He was an extraords 
nary Man, and ſo much in every bodies eſteem, 


that he ſeemed really to deſerve the Etnpite; 
and from him it 1s, that the moſt Vigilant 
Cxſar Conſtantius , derives his Deſcent. Bu, 
inaſmuch as they could not accompliſh thy 
deſign without the, cutting off a Peſt, why 
with dancing after the Play and the Cirqug, 
and following hjs Pleaſures, let the State in 
mean time go to ruin, they contrived to dra 
him out into the Field, pretending that Aww 
Jus, betwixt whom and Gallienus a differen 
had happened fince their Peace, was coming 
againſt him to fight him; and as he "= 
{or 


= 
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Field, they killed him. He was killed, ſome Gallienus 

fy, by the hand of Cecropins, a Colonel of the {4% 

Bulmatians, who by his Addreſs and Prudence 

had much aſſiſted towards the pretenſions ot 

Claxdius, about Milan; and his Brother. YVale- 

rien was allo killed with him at the ſame place; 

whom though ſome deny to have been honou- 

red with the Imperial Style, and ſome make 

him a Czfar, and ſome neither the one nor 

the other ; yet this is certain, that after the 

Captivity of his Father, we find 1n the publick 

Regiſters a Note, of the Emperor Valerian's 

being a Conſul : which can only mean the Son 

Falerian., The Soldiers fell into a grear Muti- 

ny upon the death of Gallienus, and cried him 

up for an Uſetul, Brave and Powerful Prince, 

aken off only to ſerve private Intereſts. But, 

25 it is the known way to appeaſe Soldiers, to 

ave them Money, and great Promiſes, Mar- 

tianws, With the advice of others-of the prin- 

apal Officers, having done this, and given 

them upon the ſpot, becauſe they had Money 

enough at hand, twenty pieces of Gold a Man, 

they ſubmitted, and were fatisfhed to have Gal- 

henus entred as a Tyrant, upon the Publick 

Records : And then Claudus, a good and 

truly Venerable Perſon, a.lover of his Country 

and the Laws, and dear to all of worth, acc2p- 

tible to the Senate, and well known to the: ' 

People, took the Empire upon him. 1 
In this manner lived and died Gallienus, | 

Who was born to ferve his Belly and his Lutt: : 0.» 156 Jl; 

He ſpent Days and Nights in Drinking and « Gallic- | 

Whoring, without caring what became of all us. 


| 


16 
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the State, About thirty Perſons ,in his ting 
ſet up for Emperors, to the diſhonour of j 
Roman Name; nay, even Women-Revoltg 
Hi borrig Governed better than he. In the Spring, 6 
Luxury, tell you ſome of his miſerable Devices, hen 
himſelf Beds of Roſes, and Pomilionsof Appk 
Trees, and all forts of Fruits ; Grapes hex 
ſerved three Years. He had Melons int 
depth of Winter ; Sweet Wine all the Yey 
long: Green Figs and Apples freſh from th 
Trees in Months which were .out of their ye 
= Seaſon, His Table- Linen was alwa 
roidered with Gold : His Services of 
ſet with Jewels. \'The Powder for his 
was of Gold duſt, He ofcen went abroad ufW«c 
a Crown radiated like that of God. At RomWi 
where the Emperors appear always in Goi 
he wore a Purple Cloak , with Buttons 
Jewels ſet in Gold, and a Purple Tunid 
embroidered with Gold. His Belt was bek 
with Jewels. His Shoes were covered witli 
Jewels. He Eat in Publick. The People 
ſoftned and attracted co him by Largefles. Wt 
*inviced the Ladies to the Feaſt of his Co 
ſhip; who kiſſed his Hand, and he preſents 
them with four Pieces of Gold of his Coins £ 
a great Philoſopher Xex»ophon once ſaid, wt 
he had loſt his Son, I krew that when 1 be 
birs, I begat a Mortal ; fo (aid Gallienus, wha 
he heard that his Father was taken Priſoner 
I knew my Father was a Mortal : For whul 
Saying Annius Cornicula vainly commends bs 
Conſtahcy. Going out and coming in; It 
was often attended with Mulick Vera l 
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Inſtruments. He Waſhed in the Summer fix 
or ſeven times a day; in the Wanter ewice or 
thrice. He drank always in Veſſels of Gold; 
ſcorning Glaſs, becauſe, he ſaid, nothing was 
commoner than it. He changed his Wine 
i erery time he drank; never at one Meal drank 
twice of the ſame. His Miſtreſſes often ſac 
oY 2: che Table with him. A ſecond Table was 
a always by, of Jeſters and all forts of _—_ 
Ll When he removed to the Gardens with bear 
his Name, all the Houſhold. followed him ; 
Wwho were admitted co Eat and Bath, and 
Swim with him: Women alſo, young and 
Wold, handſome or unhandſome, were often 
afadmicted, with whom he jeſted and diverted 
unſelf, whilſt the Empire every where went 
to-ruine at the ſame time. 
He was extremely Cruel however upon the 
<MMSoldiers; for dometimes he killed three or four 


thouſand of chem together in a day. He or- - 


4Mdered a vaſt great Coloſs to be made of him, 
in the form of that of the Sun; which 


4 was begun, but when he died, it was left un- 


Winſhed. He deſigned to have placed it upon 


tollithe E/quiline , holding a Spear, in the hollow 


of whole Shaft a Child might go up by ſteps 
to the top. He had ordered a Chariot and 


ge Horſes, in imitation of thoſe of the Sun, to 


gf be'made proportionable to this.Statue, and to 
We fer upon a vaſt Baſis. But the Emperors 


hl Claudivs and Anrelian, who came aker, thought 


Wall this fooliſh. He did alſo defign to continue 
the Work of the Portico Flaminia, as far as 
to Ponte Molle; and to make it with four or 
hve Orders of Pillars, But it would be tedious 
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to ſay more of him. Let whoever deſires q 
know any thing more, go to Paſfurius Sw 
who hath written a Journal of his Life. I hy} 
proceed to Saloninus Gallienus,. his Son. And 
then I will ſay ſomething in ſhort, of the Thiry 
pretended Emperors, or Tyrants, 1n particuly 
who ſet up themſelves againſt this Prince, 
I muſt own, I have here ſtudiouſly prete: 
mitted ſeveral things, out of a reſpe& to ks 
Poſte: You know, Sir, very well, wht 
a Wara Man many times raiſes againſt hin 
ſelf, who writes of the Anceſtors of another 
1 do not doubt, but you remember what Tuh 
ſays 11 his Hortenſws. | 
Gallienus, with the time that he enjoy'd th 
Empire in conjun@tion with his Father, reyr 
ed, 1t is certain, 1n all Fifteen Years: thats 
Six Years in conjun@tion with Valerian, whi 
then was taken Priſoner, and Fen afterward; 
in which he reigned by himſelf. -I mentia 
this, becauſe ſome have ſaid, that Gall:enus did 
inthe Ninth or Tenth Year of his Reign. / 
which, if they mean the Years that he reigne 
alone, after the Captivity of his Father, «i 
true, that he died 1n his Ninth Year. But othes 
wiſe, thoſe Decennial Games, which we 
{poken of, were celebrated by him in his Tent 
Ycar. And after them, he overcame the G6 
or Scythians, made a Peace with Odenatus att 
Aureolus, tought againſt Poſt humius and Lolk 
us, and did many other things; ſome tot 
Honour, but more to Ins eternal Shame; 
even Raked about the Taverns always 1 
Night, and paſſed the greateſt part of his timÞ 
mn the Debauched Company ot Pimys, mu 
T 


and Policons. 
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Ec 


H IS Gallienus was the Son of Gallien:rs 
the Firſt, and the Grandſon of the 


Emperor Valerian the Firſt. There 
5little to be faid of him more, than that he 
was Nobly born, Educated like a Prince, and 
at laſt killed, not upon his own account, but 
upon the account of his Father. Some call 
him Saloninus Gallienrs, becauſe he was born at 


o the City of Salcna in Dalmatia; or becaule his 


Mother's Name was Cornelia Salonina Pipara, 


-Mithe Daughter of a Barbarian King ; who whe- 
Mihe rſhe was the Wite, or the Miſtreſs of his Fa- 


ther, it 15 certain, that ſhe was one that he ex- 
tremely loved. There 1s extant tothis day in 
Rome a Statue, which did ſtand before the Street 


: Wof the Sacra Via, but is ſince taken into the 


emple of Fauſtina, which hath this Inſcrip- 


Min upon it, To Gallienus Funior Saloninus. 


Now let us proceed to the Thirty Tyrants, 
rt Pretended Emperors, who ſet themſelves 


din the time of Gellienus the Firſt. I ſhall 
K be 
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be ſhort upon them, Some were Perſons of 
no ſmall Merit, and did a great deal of 
to the Publick. But others of them delerye 
not much to employ our Time and Pains. And 
we have already obſerved ſeveral things con- 
cerning them, in the Life foregoing, 

The Grandfather Galienwe was a conſide 
derable Man in the State in his time. 


Thirty Tyrants, 


Pretended Emeyrtros s; 
Who ſet themſelves up againſt 


Valerian the Hirſt, 
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the plain and familiar , way in which I 
write, to thoſe Thiity Pretended Empe- 
rors, or Revolters, who ſet up themſelves for 
the Empire, in ſeveral parts of che World, in 
K 2 oppoſrton 


J*: now, with the Reader's Pardon for 
gu 


Ccixir. 


$ 
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oppoſition to Valerian and Gallienss, I ſhall 
put them all-together, and the two Empreſly 
with them; for not the Men only , but the 
V/omen pretended to revolt againſt Galliens; 
and I ſhall be the ſhorter upon them, beca 

I would not repeat the things that have been 
already mentioned concerning them, and be. 
cauſe | 

that there is little or no Notice taken, nor any 
certain Account given of them, in either the 
Greek or Latin Hiſtorians. 


—— ————  —  <—<——— ———— - -———_—_= 


1. CYRIADES: 


& YRIADES was one, who firſt Plunder: 


ed and then ran away with a great deal 
of Gold and Silver from his Father , of the 
ſame Name, into Per/ia : To whom his Luxury 
and his 1]]l Manners, had been before a" 
Afiction ; becauſe his Father was a good old 
Gentleman, of quite another Life. In Perf 
he joined and entred himſelf into the Service 
of Sapores the King ; whom he ſtirred up to 
make a War upon the Romans. . This War ws 
ficſt of all Conducted by Odomaſtes, a Perſia 
General, and next by King Sapores in Perſon, 
The Cities of Antioch and Czſarea Philippi watt 
taken. From the latter Cyriades aſſumed to 
himſelf the Title of Ceſar: which afterward 
was improved into that of Emperor, and 
the Eaſt ſhook at the Terror, or at "_ ” 
dg 


ome of them were Perſons fo obſcure, 
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Audaciouſneſs of his Arms. Some ſay, that 
he killed his own Father ; others deny ir. 
However it is, when the Emperor Valerian 
came to the Per/ian War againſt Spores. this 


_ 


ſertion and Flight, his Parricide and great 
Luxury, are the only Memorable things of him. 


— 


2 POSTHUMTIUS. 


EEU MIS was a very Great Man 
in War, and as Virtuous in Peace; and 
in all his Life and Actions of ſo grave and 
rit a Behaviour, that when Gallienn: eſta- 
bliſk'd his Son Seloninus Gallienus, a Youth, in 
«| I the Government of Gallia, he committed him 
to the care of Pot bumius as his Guardian, and 
235 one whom he delired to be the Inſtitutor 
of his Princely Accompliſhments, Some ſay, 
that Poſt buminus afterwards broke his Truſt, and 
killed Saloninss, as the way to his own riſe to 
the Government of Gallis in his place. But 
it ſeems to be more true and more agreeable 
to the Manners of Pofthumins to believe, that 
the Gavls vehemently hating Gallienus the Fa- 
ther, and not enduring to have a Boy over 
them, which the Son was, ſet the Soldiers up- 
on him to kill him, and then made Poſt bumins 
Emperor, All the Army there and all the 
Gaals embraced with joy the Government of 
Pot bumius, He behaved himſelf fo well a- 


K 3 monegſt 


TSS 05 By & oO = 


2 


or 


IS@TnsRrD=D 


-—-q-* 


Criades was killed by his own Men. His De- 
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mongſt them ſeven Years, that he attained 
the Title of The Reftorer 4 Gallia, whilſt Gat. 
lienus in the mean time followed his Luxury 
and his Riot, and was a (Jave to the Amours 
of a Barbarian Woman. At length Gallienu 
came againſt kim, and received a Wound with 
the ſhot of an Arrow. The whole Nation of all 
the Gauls could not but extremely love him, be- 
cauſed he deliver'd them from the power of 
the German Invaders, and reſtored the Stats 
oft Gallia unto its Priſtine ſecurity. Burt ye 
3s the Gauls are naturally a People fond of 
Novelties; Poſthumins upon the occaſion of his 
Rigour, was killed through the means of Lol 
anus, who rebelled againſt him; and Lo/t;ans 
was ſet up Emperor by the Gauls in his ſtead 
The Judgment of the Emperor Yalerian con: 
cerning the Merits of Poſt humins,, when ht 
made him the Preſident of Galliay appears by 
this Letter. 


E bawve maile Poſthumius the Commandn 
on the Quarter beyond the Rhine, and 
the Preſident of Gallia., A Man, the fitteſt fu 
tbe Temper of that Nation. He will Reep tht 
Camp, the Courts of Fudicature, the Tribunals, 
every particular Perſon in Order, and in their pr 
per Rights ; and he will maintain bus own Dignity. 
He « one, whom I do miſt particularly admirt; 
and im my opinion deſerving @ Great Poſt, | 
doubt not out you will thank me for bim. If 
am miſtaken in bim, you may a[ſure your {elve, 
there w no where in the World to be found 4 
Perſon that 1 can wholly approve. I have = 
; 


Vol. Il. or, Pretended Emperors. 135 


his Son a Tribune over the Gallia Narbonenſjs, 
ed W ho is 4 Youth, that will one day approve bims- 
ob Wl [of worthy of the Example of bis Father, 


Irs dann _— —_ 
- 3- Poſthumias, Junior. 


of His Poſthamius, the Son of the precedent, 
on was made by his Father firſt a Ceſar, and 
/3 WF then Emperor with him ; in which Honour he 
of I died at the ſameygime with his Father, in the 
ns WY Rebellion of Lo/lienus. The only Memorable 
Us thing of him, is, that he was a Maſter of ſo 
 & mich Eloquence, that his Controverſial De- 
ad camations are ſaid to be inſerted into Quinti- 
N of li; who 15 the moſt Acute Orator of all che 
he Romans of that kind, as with the leaſt reading 
bv WW in him, any one will ſee immediately. 


4 LOLLIANUS. 


Y the Rebellion of this Perſon it was, that 
the Valiant Pofthumius was killed, after 
he had retrieved and ſecured the Intereſts of 
the Roman Empire in Gallia, which were in 
danger to be loſt under the Luxury of Gallie- 
ws, Lollianus was a Valiant Man himſelf : 
But yet the ſenſe of his Rebellion made his 


Authority the leſs amongſt the Gauls, Hows» | 
K 4 ever 
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ever he was not unprofitable to the Publick; 
For he not only Reform'd ſeveral of the Cities 
of Gallis, but likewiſe the Caſtles, which Pop. 
bum;us 1n his ſeven Years Reign had built upon 
the Enemies Country, and which after his 
death theGermans by a ſudden Irruption plun- 
dered and burnt, he rebuilt; and then he wa 
killed” by his own Soldiers, 'only becauſe the 
thought him too Afliduous, and put too md 
Labour upon them. 

Thus frſt of all Pofthumins, then Lollianu, 
acer him Vi&orinus, then Tetricus, (to lay no 
thing of Marius) aroſe to be the Aſlertors & 
the Roman Name _in Gallia; I believe thy 
were all given from Heaven for that purpoks 
whilſt Gallienus with his unheard of Luxury, 
neglected the State at that rate, that had the 
Germans broken out upon us in the ſame man 
ner in conſort with the Gorbs and Perſians, 
chat all had conſpired to our ruin, this Vene 
rable Empire of the Romans had received tits 
laſt period then. : 

As for all other things, the Lives of both 
Poſtkumins and Lollianus are obſcure. Being 
not Perſons of any great matter of Quality, 


they are chiefly noted for their Perſonal Br 
Very. : 
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| ;. JICTORINVUS. 


Fter the death of the Poſthnmi: and Lollia- 
nm in Gallis, Viforinus remained the ſole 
Emperor there z who being a great Soldier, 
had been before choſen by Pothumins to be his 
Colleague, when the Emperor Gal/lienus with 
4 oreat Force came againſt him from 7aly : In 
which War, affiſted with the ſifccours of the 
Germans, Poſthumius and Viftorinus together, 
fought ſeveral Battels with the Forces of Gallie- 
113 but at laſt received a defeat. Viforinus was 
one, that gave himſelf very much to corrupe 
the Soldiers and other Men's Wives, which 
proved his deſtrution : A Clerk to a Troop, 
© WH whoſe Wife he had debauched, with a Party 
6 that he made, killed him at the City of Cologne ; 
and his Son, a Youth, who was juſt before 
oth i created a Ce/ar, was killed with him. Setting 
ing i afide this one Vice, YV:iForinus was a very brave 
i, WF and an excellent Emperor, by many commen- 
re Wl ded. Fulius Aterianus hath written this Cha- 
" Wl racer of him. 
I know no one that ought to be preferred be- 
__ i fore Vitorinus, who reigned in Gallia ſometime 
after Junius Poſthumins. Nether did Trajan 
excel bim in Bravery , nor M. Antoninus in 
Clemency, nor Nerva in Gravity, nor Veſpaſian 
in bis Care of the Publick Money, nor Pertinax 
* YYerus in Military Diſcipline. But then bis 
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Luſt and bus extream paſſion for the Pleaſures of 
Women, undid all ſo again, that People bave not 
dared to record bis Virtues, becauſe of that Vice, 
for which he juſtly deſerved the end that be bad. 

He was the Son of YV;#orina, or Vittoria, who 
was called, The Mother of the Camp; atid who 
was the Perſon, that excited one after another 
Poſthumius , Lollianus, her Son and Grandlon 
Viftorinus, and after them Marius and Tetricw, 
to aſſume the Empire of Galli. 


A —_— —— be 
Mi 
6. Viftorinus, Junior. FF 


ICTORINUS the Son, was declared F 
Czfar by his Father, and by his Grand Wy; 
mother Y:i#oria, but about an hour before hi Me 
Father was killed, and himſelf was killed with Wn 
him. There is a ſmall Sepulchre of themes Mw 
bout Cologne in Marble, extant ; which hath Wthe 
this Inſcription, Here Jye the Two Vidctorin, WW v1 
Pretended Emperors of Gallia, he 
Em 


—_—— 
__—_ 


7. MA RIUVS 


M ARIUS, whom Vi&oris put up after 
the death of V:i&orinus, reign'd but three 


days, and was originally a Smich, What Twh 
lays of a Conſul, who enjoyed chat Office 10 
longer than ſ1x hours one afternoon ; We _ 
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bad. s Conſul, lays he, ſo ſevere and ſo ftrif, 
that mo Man during bs Magiſtracy either dined 
or ſupped or ſlept 5 one might allo ſay the like 
25 to this Emperor. He was created one day, 
appeared to Reign the next, and was killed 
upon the Third. Not but that he was a ſtout 
Man, and one that had paſſed through the ſe- 
reral degrees of Command in the Army, be- 
fore he came to this, He was the ſtrongeſt 
in the Hand and Fingers, of any one that hath 
been almoſt ever known. His Veins were 
more like ſtrong Cords or Ropes about his 
Fingers. With one Finger he would hurt as 
much, as if you had a blow given with a Cud- 
por a Hammer, Some fay, he would only 
« his fore finger againſt a Cart, and ſtop it 
n_s Betwixt ewo Fingers he bruiſed to 
| ard Stones. A Soldier killed him up- 
on ſome diſguſt, who had formerly been a 
Work-man with him in his Forge; as he ſtruck, 
the Man ſaid to him, Ths Sword # of your 
nn making, I will give you his Speech which 
he made to the Army, after he was declared 
Emperor. 


Know, my Fellow Soldiers, that my former 

Trade of a Smith, of which all you yourſelves 
are Witneſſes, may be objefted againſt me, But 
let any Man ſay what be will, I deſire always 
0 bave to do with good Iron, rather then to ſpend 
my deys as Gallienus does im Wame, Flowers, 
Miftreſſes, and the Taverns, ſo unworthily of bus 
Father and bis Pualty. Let them tell me of 
MM) old Trade, ſo long as I can reduce Foreigs 


Natiows 


The Thirty Tyrants, Vol. Il 


Nations with the effe$s of it, and make all jth 
Almains, the Germans, 4nd their Neiphblur, 
know, that the Romans are a People indeed o 
Iron, and their Swords to be the moſt dread 
of all things. In the mean time, I would de 
you, Gentlemen, to obſerve, that you bave made i 
Man your Prince, who never knew how to handl 
any thing but a Sword. Which I therefore tak 
notice of to you, becauſe 1 know that Gallieny, 
_ Peſt, hath nothiug to oppoſe to me, bu 
Ds, 


8. INGEN UUS. 


N the Year of the Conſulſhip of Fuſcus and 

Baſſus, whilſt Gallienus lived the Life me 
have already ſo often mentioned, with hi 
Whores, Players and Pimps, and depraved the 
good Parts which he had by nature 1n him, 
in a continued Luxury. Ingenuus, who wa 
then the Governour of Pannonia, was by the 
concurrence of that Province, and the Is 
g10ns Which were in Me(ia, created Emperor, 
And it was very well for the publick Good, 
becauſe it was a time, that the Sarmatians were 
ſo prefling, that there was a neceflity of a 
vigorous Prince to oppole them, and remedy 
the publick Milery. However, Gallienus, 35 
he was quick, herce, furious, vehement and 
cruel, when neceflity required, as well as pro- 
fligate and lewd, came againſt Ingenuus, and 
n 
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:1.2 Battel overcame him, and killed him. 
After which, he raged ſeverely againſt all, as 
well Soldiers as Gitizens of Mz/ia. He left no 
one without a ſhare of his Cruelty, and in 
ſeveral Towns he killed the whole Male Sex, 
ſo that they had not a Man-Child left alive 
amongſt them. See the following Orders to 
Celer Verianss. | 


"The EMPEROR Gallienus 


to Perianus. 


T us not enough to ſatufie me, if you kill only 

ſuch as were in Arms, who expoſed their Lives 
of themſelves to the Fortune of the Battel, and 
might bawve been killed there: All the Male Sex 
is to be killed, old and young, Whoever bath 
but wiſhed ill to me, is to be killed. Whozver 
bath ſpoken ill againſt me, againſt me the Son of 
Valerian, and the Father and Brother to Princes, 
let bim be killed. Ingenuus, as Emperor ! Cut, 
Kill, Slay ! You ſee my Mind, I wrie this with 
my own Hand ; do you it as I would my ſelf. 


Ingennus was a very brave and ſerviceable 
Man, and alſo beloved by the Soldiers, which 
wonderfully raiſes the Courage of ſuch as have 
an Ambition co Command. Some have laid, 
that he eſcaped out of the Fight, and after- 
wards killed himſelf, rather than to fall into 
tte cruel Hands of Gallienus, 


9. REGIL- 
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9. REGILLIA N VS. 


BY the publick Deſtiny, it was fo, in th 
time of Galienus, that every one wh 
could, ſtarted up an Emperor. Thus Re# 
lianus 1n Illyricum, where he commanded, ws 
advanced by the Afliſtance of thoſe Mejia 
Legions, who had ſerved before on the fil 
of Ingenuws, and upon whoſe Families, aft 
the Defeat, Gallienw had exerciſed an 1ncr 
dible Cruelty. | 

The Story of the manner of the elevatia 
of Regillianws, is pleaſant, and a (ort of a Jt 
Some of the Military Men ſupping with hn, 
ſays a Lieutenant-Tribune, From whence that 
we. comes the Name of Regillianus ? From rem 
anſwers one preſently, to reign. Then begins 
nother to derive his Name Grammarnial 
from Rex, thus; Rex, Regis, Regi, Rep 
Regillus, Regillianus. Then, lays one, Canna 
wvery well be a King ? Says another, Canmet & 
be our King ? Says a Third, He « @ King bon; 
God hath given him the Name of one. And tht 
next day the Chiet of the Army in reality 
him up to be Emperor. 

[t cannot be denied but he always appr 
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ved himſelf a good Soldier. Gelliews had be; © 
fore ſuſpeRted him for his Meritss He was pl 
Dacian by Nation, and related, it is ſaid, 0], 
Decebalus, the once Famous King of Dacia, Pro 


Regilliond 
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illianws did ſeveral gallant Actions a- 

inſt the Sarmates but however, for fear of 

oy further Fury of Gallieyws, he was betrayed 
to the Roxolam;, and killed, 

Claudizs, who ſucceeded to the Empire after 
Galliewss, and whoſe Judgment undoubtedly 
was of great weight in his time, writ the fol- 
lowing Letter to Regillienus, whilſt they were 
both as yet private Perſons, to give him 
Thanks for his Care of Iyricum, during the 
Negligence of Galliew#:, where Regillianus 
then commanded as General. I met with ic 
in the Archives, and therefore it is of Au- 
thority to be inſerted here. 


(laudins to Regillian, wiſheth all 
Health. 


[ Congratulate the Happineſs of the Publick, mm 


baving ſuch @ Captain as you, to fight their 


Wy Botrels at this time. Gallienus «' bappy in you, 


though be z one, to whom no body tells the Truth, 


Wether of the Good nor Bad. Bonitus and Cellus, 


Two of his Guards, have informed me of your 
Aﬀion at Scupi, im the Upper Mcelia, and bow 


"Woften in one day you bave fought, and with 


what diſpatch. You would be thought to deſerve 


Ns Triumph, did we live as in the antient Times, 
In ſhort, I would only wiſh you to be cautions, 


you Conquer at this rate, remembring a cer- 


Yiain Perſon, and the jealouſie it may give bin. 


' fray ſend me ſome of the Bows of the Sarma- 


cans, 
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tlans, 41! a Couple of the Soldiers Coats, ſuch 
az you have in Illyricum, with Buttons ; I han 
ſent you @ Couple of ours. 


It 1s to be obſerved, that Regillianus wa 
one who had not received his promotion from 
Gallienus, but from the Emperor Valerian ; and 
that Claudius, Macrianus, Ingenuns, Poſt humin, 
and Awreolus, were all likewiſe made Con 
manders by Yalerian ; whoſe Judgment in the 
Choice of them was therefore admirable, and 
would have been, had he continued upon thy 
Throne, a great happineſs to ns; becaule al 
theſe, and all the General Commanders what 
evei, that were of his promotion, were Per 
ſons ſo well choſen, that they merited after 
wards the Favour and Votes of their Soldia 
to be Emperors. And I wiſh, that either thy 
could have held it out, and maintained ther 
Empires longer, or that Gallienzs had not reigh 
ed ſo long; it had been much better for 


Liberty of our State. But Fortune was pleaſed 
to indulge herſelf extraordinarily, to take + 
way, not only Valerian from us, but ſeveral 
others who would have made us good Princes 
in his ſtead, and at the ſame time to continue 
to us a Gallenus longer? than_it was certainly 


fit that ſuch a one ſhould reign, 


od 
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uch is 7 EY 
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io. JUREOLUS. 


Ureolas* was another Commander of the 
Forcgs of the Province of Nhricum, who 
in contempe to Gallienzs, as all the reſt, with 
the inſtigation of the Soldiers, ſet himſelf up 
an Emperor. Againſt him came Macrianus 
nd his Son with a conſiderable Army out 'of 
the E2ff,' in their way, as they were dire&ting 
their March to depoſe Galliewus. Aureolus cor- 
mpted ſome of this Army to his fide, and foughe 
and flew Macrianus and his Son, fo that the 
rlt yielding afterwards, and joyning them- 
ſelves with Aureolus, this additional Force 
made Awreolus a Potent Emperor. In vain did 
Gallienus attempt to reduce him. Gallienus 
made a Peace with him, and accepted of his 

ce to oppole Poſt humius in Gallia. Aﬀer 
Death of Gallienxus, the Emperor Claudixs 
fought Aureolus, and flew him at the Bridge, 
much is called the Bridge of Aureolus at this day, 
and chere he buile him a ſmall Sepulchre, with 
an Inſcription in Greek upon it, ſ1gnitying, Thar 
the Emperor Claudius bawing overcome the power- 
ful Tyrant Aureolus, bad given him a Sepulchre, 
and be would in bis Clemency, hawe ſpared bu 
Life, but that the Soldiers refuſed it, and with- 
wikbis order Killed him, The Bridge he de- 


dicated to him. | 
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tians, an” 7 Couple of the Soldiers Coats, ſuch 
as you bave in Iilyricum, with Buttons ; I hay 


ſemt you @ Couple of ours. 


It 1s to be obſerved, that Repillianus wa; 
one who had not received his promotion from 
Gallienus, but from the Emperor Valerian ; and 
that Claudius, Macrianus, Ingenuns, Poſt humin, 
and Anreolus, were all likewiſe made Com: 
manders *by Yalerian ; whoſe Judgment in the 
Choice of them was therefore admirable, and 
would have been, had he continued upon the 
Throne, a great happineſs to us ; becaule al 
theſe, and all the General Commanders what 
evei, that were of his promotion, were Per 
ſons ſv well choſen, that they merited after 
wards the Favour and Votes of their Soldie 
to be Emperors. And I wiſh, that either thy 
could have held it out, and maintained ther 
Empires longer, or that Gallienzs had not reign 
ed fo long; it had been much better for the 
Liberty of our State. But Fortune was pleaſed 
to indulge herſelf extraordinarily, to take 4 
way, not only Valerian from us, but ſeveral 
others who would have made us good Princes 
in his ſtead, and at the ſame time to continue 
to us a Gallienus lon er, than 1t was certainly 


fit that ſuch a one ſhould reign, 
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I ©, AUREOLUS. 


Ureolus* was another Commander of the 
Forces of the Province of Nhricum, who 
in contempt to Gallienzs, as all the reſt, with 
the inſtigation of the Soldiers, ſet himle!f up 
an Emperor. Againſt him came Macrianss 


and his Son with a conſiderable Army out of 


the Eft, in their way, as they were diredting 
their March to depoſe Gallienus. Aureolus cor- 
rpted ſome of this Army to his fide, and fought 
and flew Macriazus and his Son, fo that the 
reſt yielding afterwards, and joyning them- 
elves with Aureolus, this additional Force 
made Aureolus a Potent Emperor.. In vain did 
Gallienus attempt to reduce him. Gallienus 
made a Peace with him, and accepted of his 
ance to oppoſe Poſt hrmius in Gallia. Aﬀter 

Death of Gallienus, the Emperor Claudixs 

fought Awreolus, and fI2w him at the Bridge, 

which is called the Bridge of Aureolus at this day, 

and there he buile him a ſmall Sepulchre, with 

an Inſcription in Greek upon it, f1gnity1ng, That 

the Emperor Claudius having overcome the power- 

ful Tyrant Aureolus, had given him a Sepulchre, 

and be would in his Clemency, hawe ſpared bu 

Life, but that the Soldiers refuſed it, and with- 

wrebis order killed bim., The Bridge he de- 

dicated to him. 
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11. MACRIANOUS. 


HE once Famous Senator and Patriot,and 

aſterwards the Valiant, but of all at laſt, 
the moſt unfortunate Emperor Valeries, being 
taken Priſoner by the Perſians, amongſt whom: 
he hved and died in Captivity, and left behind 
him Ifſue unworthy of ſuch a Father 3 Balife 
who was Captain of the Guards to him, and 
Macrianus a principal Officer of the Army us 
derſtanding what a Perſon Gellienus was, why 
was alſo ata great diſtance from them, and tha 
Aureolas had already uſurped upon him 1n 1 
ricum, met, and conſulted with the For 
which were with them in the Faft at their ds 


fire; what was to be done as to the EleQion 
of another Emperor in the place of Valeris 

Maeminus Aſtyanax was preſent in Perſon art thy 
Council, who ſays that Balita ſpoke thus. - 


My Age, as well as my Inclination, and wy 
Buſineſs [ets me far from aſpiring 10 an Empin 
I cannot deny but that I ſhouls! be glad to ſeas 
good Prince im the place of Valerian, But wh 
zs there fir it, unleſs it be ſuch a one as yi 
Macrianus, who are brave, re{olute, boneſt, it 
ed and approved im the publick Service, an 
whas «ſpccially concerns an Emperor to be, Rich, 
Take you therefore the Place which % due it 


3our Deſerts, Yon may command my Services 4 
lone 


Vol:IT. or, Pretended Emperors. 


long as J0u pleaſe, enly remember to diſcharge 
well rhe Duty which * impoſed upon you, and 
then all the Roman World will rejoyce to ſee 
10 made their Sovereign, 


Macrianes dn{wered, 


1 confeſs, Baliſta, it xs of conſequence to have 
wh a Prince as you have deſcribed; and 1 
be willing to ſerve the State, in order to 

poſe rbat Peſt Gallienus, from the Govern- 
ens of it, But this #s not a Work for my Ape. 
am Old, I cannot Ride, as I ſhall be obliged 
+ do for an Example to the Soldiers. 1 am one 
bat muſt be frequently bathing, and muſt eat 
ll; my Pleaſures and my Riches have taken 
off of the uſages of ' a Soldiery Life long 
. You muſt ſet up rather, Two or Three 
an young Men, who may diſtribute themſelves 
mo. ſeveral parts of the Empire, to reſtore it 
ren 10 its former Splendor, which by the Miſ- 
une of Valerian, and the ill Life of Gal- 


Jenus & at preſent fuined, 


Balika, underſtanding that he ſeemed to 

int fomerhing about his Sons, who were 
ave young Men, 4facriamws Junior, and 
Wetus, he. replied thus ;; 


We commit the Empire and the Government © 
is to your Prudefice. You b@ve Two brave 
yg Maes of your own, Mactianus end Q1ie- 
S, who ſometime ſince were made Tribunes by 


Emperor Valerian. Take them to be your 
L. 2 Colleague; 
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Colleagues in the Empire: They cannot be ſu, 
becauſe they are good, under Gallienus. | 


Macrianus fnding that his Meaning had 
been rightly taken, anſwered ; - 


I ſubmit, and as to the Soldiers, I will yin 
them a double Pay with my own Money, þ 
70u Balifſta, a careful Officer to me, and provid 
me Proviſions in the places, where it i Wea 
ſary; and 1 will make Gallienus, «4 Man 
10nd any thing of a Woman looſe and effemina, 
to underſtand the Power of his Fathers Cw 
manders. 


So Macrianus and his Two Sons were wit 
the Conſent of all the Troops made Emjs 
rors. The Father, and his Son Macriaw, 
Anarched preſently againſt Gellienss, leaving 
the Aﬀairs of the Eaſt in good order, ung 
the other Son Luietus, They brought | 
them an Army of Five and Forty Thoulan 
Men, with whom they engaged with Aura 
in I/ricam, or upon the borders of Thr 
but they were beaten, and both of them ki 
led, and Thirty Thouſand of their Men after 
wards yielded themſelves to the Power of 4 
reolus. Domitian was the General of Aut 
in this Battel, a very brave and active Soldit, 
who derived his Family frgm the Emperor I 
mitian and Domitilla., Not to omit the Jude 
ment of Valerian, concerning this | 
and his Sons, in a Letter which he ſent tot 
Senate from the Borders of Perſia. 
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| pap entruſted in my abſence, whilſt I am up- 
on the Perſlnan War, all the Affairs of the 
State relating to the Military part to Macrianus. 
He & fanhbful to you, Fathers of the Senate, af- 
feFionate to me, and the Soldiery both lowe him 
and fear bim, Upon all. occaſions he "will at 
i concert with the Armies, "Nor are you, Fa- 
thers of the Senate, ſtrangers to the bravery of \ 
Macrianus from bus, beginning to ths day. You 
live known him a Boy in Ttaly, « Touth in Gal- 
ba, « Man in Thrace, in bs full Prime in A- 
frica, an old Mean in Illyricum a»d Dalmatia; 
im oll which places his Bravery hath been ap- 
moved in ſeveral Batteli, in which he bath ac- 
quitted himſelf exemplarily well, Ta this it 3s 
to be added, that be hath Sens worthy to be of 
yur Body, and worthy of your Favour, And 
ſo ht goes on. 


b—— 


: 


12. Macrianus the Son. 


HIS Yguth had not been made an Em- 

L . peror, but only with Reſpe& to the Pru- 

dence of his Father, in whoſe Hands he was. 
He was wonderfully Braye for his Age, and 
had gained himſelf by it great Commendations. 
But what ſignifies the Fortitude of any one 
{an in a Battel ? He was overcome and kil- 

d by Domitian, *together with his Father. 

His Mather was a Lady or Quality. His Fa- 

2 


ther 
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ther had raiſed himſelf to the Empire from the 
degree of a ptivate Soldier. 


M—_ 
— 


12, QUIET Vs. | 


. Uietus was a Youth worthy of his x 


and his Brother, iti. conjun&tion with 
whom, as we have ſaid, he was made Emp 
ror, Which he alſo deſerved. But when Ot 
natus, the King of the Palmyreni, who had pre 
tended to the Empire of the Eaſt from the Cap 
tivity of Valerian, heard of the entire defeat of 
both his Father and his Brother by Aureolu, 
he came with a Force againſt this Youth, vin 
dicating as it were the Cauſe of Gallienzs, and 
ſlew him firſt, and Balifa ſoon after hin. 
Yet had Prirtus and his Brothernlived, they 
might have done the State very great Service, 
Their Family flouriſhes at this day, and one 
thing. is very remarkable of it ; that it 157a'Fa 
mily which hath, and hath always had ſuch 
an Honour for Alexander the Great of Mact- 
donia, that the Men continually wear his P+ 
Aure in their Rings, and have it' cut upon 
their Plate; the Women wear it finely wrought 
in their Heads, Bracelets, Rings, Gowns, Bore 
ders, Mandles, and all manner of Dreſſes.” The 
other day, a Gentleman of that Family, Co: 
nel;us Macer, giving an Entertainment 1n U 
'Femple of Hercules, he had a Gold and Silver 
Bowl there, on which in the midſt was eng 
ve 
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ved a Head of Alexander, and round it was all 
the Hiſtory of him, contained in ſhort and 
pretty Figures, which every one that had an 
Honour for that great Man was very Curious 
to ſee. I mention this, becauſe allo there 1s 
an Opinion, that ſuch as carry about them 
ſuch an Image either in Gold or Silver, are d1- 
vinely affiſted in all thac they do. 


CC 


Lo 


14 ODENATVUS. 


* Denatus Prince of the Palmyrens 1n Syria 
. was the Perſon that really ſecured the Aft- 
by furs of the Eaſt, by his __— up Arms againſt 
of te Perſians, in the behalf of the captive Em- 
, peror Valerian. ' His Wife Zenobia, and his Sons 
ws Hired, Herennian, and Timlaus accompanied 
"WI him in that "Expedition. He firſt reduced 
© WF under his Power the City of Ni/b#, and all 
Meſopotamia, Then he fought Sapores King 
o of Perſie, and beat him, and pur him co flight. 
"W He purſued Sepores and his Children, as far 
25 to the City of Cre/iphon., He took the Con- 
cubines of Sapores Priloners, and a -greac deal 
of Booty. He intended nexc to dire& his 
Army againſt the precenſions ot Macrizmus, 
'who had ſet himſelf up againſt G/uenws, Bur 
Macrianus, with the Son of his own Name, was 
killed in the Battel with Aureolus in & 
Then Odens;i feÞupon the other Son Quierrs, 
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who was left in the Ezff, and him he killed, 
And after he had compoſed in a great-mea- 
ſure the Stare of Afairs in the Eaſt, himſelf 
and his Son Herod were likewiſe killed by Mev 
1w. | believe that God was angry with the 
Roman Empire, in that he did not continue 
Odenatrs longer to us. For certainly Odenatiy 
and his Lady Zenobia together, had re-eſtabliſh 
ed, not only the Eaſt, but all the parts of the 
Empire. He was a great Warriour, and heis 
for ever Famous belides for an indefatigable 
Huntſman. For from his Youth he accuſtom- 
ed himſelt to the Hunting the Lion,-the Leb 
pard, the Bear, and the reſt of the wild Bealty 
of the Field, He was always in the Wood 
and upon the Mountains, enduring the Het 
and the Rain, and all che Injuries that ofdins 
rily accompany that Sport ; 'and this hardened 


' him again for all Weathers which he ſufferel 


in his Wars with Perſis. His Lady Zemobik, 


no leſs accuſtomed herſelf fo, that many (i 
ſhe was as valorous and as indefatigable as he: 
A Won an the noble[t of all her Sex; and 
ſays Crrnci;us Capuolimus, the Beauty too of al 
toe Laſts. 


! 


$ 75. HEROD. 
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15, HEROD. 


£yod, the elder Son of Oreharss; born to. 
him, not by Zenobia, but a former Wie, 
concurred with his Father in aſkiming the Em- 
pire of the Z3f. He was a Man 'of an ex- 
treme delicacy of Life, wholly devoted to the 
Otiental and the Grecian Luxury, His Tetits 
mite embroidered, his Pavilions done with 
Gold, and he had all things after the Perſian 
mbde. Odendiis loved him, and indulging 
him his Humour, he gave him 'all the Royal 
Concubines, the Riches, and the Jewels that 
be took From the King of Per/ia. Zenobia was 
a right Step-mother to him, which only the 
more recommended him to his Father. | 


et 


——— — _—____— 
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16, MAONIUS. 
, His Perſon was a'Coutin-German to the | 
Excelkent Odenatus, whom he killed ; 
— & drawn to that Fact 'by nothing but a curſed 
Envy at the Pleaſures of Herod, though 1n the. 
, | mean time he was very lewd himſelt; ſo chat 
" the Soldiers'whq had put him up to be Empe- 


wr after Odenatus by a miſtake, killed him 
quickly 
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quickly again, as he deſerved, for his Luxury, 
Zenobia, ſome lays, favoured the Envy of Mzs. 
niur, becauſe ſhe could not endure to fee x 
Step-ſon, made a Prince, before the Sons of 
her own Body. 


I 7. BALIST A. 


T HE Account about Balifa is very 1+ 
rious. Some ſay, Odenatxs gave him bs 
Pardon ; yet becauſe he would neither tru 
to' Gallienus, nor Aureolns, nor Odenatus, he i 
up himſelf Emperor. Others ſay, that he ws 
killed at the Village of Daphne by Antioch, where 
he lived a private Life upon an Eſtate which 
he bought there ; and again, that. he was ki 
led as he lay in his Tent, by a private Soldier 
of Odenatus; and again, that he was killed by 
the Perſons ſent by Aurcolus to take Quietu, 
after his defeat and ſlaughter of his Father 
and his Brother. However it 1s, Baliſta was 
a Famous Perſon, an experienc'd Stateſman, 


his Expeditions, and a ſingular Manager of 
the Quarters and Provifzons for the Soldiers 
The Emperor Valerian gave this Character of 
- him to Ragonins Clarus. 


x 


| 
| 
| 
j 
4 
p 
of great Force in his Counſels, Eminent in | 
j 
p 
( 
- 
t 
a 
b 


"The 


oy” M_LWCT WW =NC wu 3T 5s NN N70 


Vol. Il.. or, Pretended Emperors. 


The Emperor Valerian to Ragonins 


Clarus, the Prefect of Nlyricum 
and Gallia. | 


4 


- 


[* the iſpoſition of the Quarters, and the Pro- 
viſions of the Soldiers, I would have you my 
Kinſman, if you are a good Hutband, as 1 know 
J0u are, to follow the Example of Baliſta, Do 
you ſee, how be makes the thing eaſie to the People 
of! rhe Country ? Where there is Forage for the 
purpoſe, there be ſends bis Horſe ; where Corn, 
there Le places the Foot, He compels no Man, 
w Landlord to find Corn there, where he bath 
it not; nor to feed a Horſe, where be cannot. 
And ut us certainly 'the beſ# way to take things 
a they prow upon the place without charging 
the Publick with Carriages and Expences. Thus 
the Province of Galatia abownds in Carn ; Thrace 
ind 1Illyricum -are full of Corn,3Jzt the Foot be 
quartered there. In Thrace, the Horſe alſo might 
Winter very well, without damage to the Inha- 
bitants, becauſe the Fields afford a great deal of 
Graſs : So where there « plenty of Bacon, or any 0- 
ther Commodities, the beſt way u, to raiſe and to de- 
mand the ſaid Commodities from thence. All which 
are the Counſels of Baliſta, who charges only one 
Onmmodity wpon one Province, aboundimg with it, 
and in the mean time be frees that Province from 
the quartering of Soldiers, becanſe thoſe are there, 
where the Corn and the Graſs moſt is, Thus is 
ww become a publick Order, 


In 
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In another Letter, the ſame Emperor re. 
turns his thanks to Balifa forall the good Me. 
thods of Government, which he owns himſelf 
to have learnt from him. Particularly he i; 
glad, he ſays, that by his Counſel he hath re- 
trenched all Perſons, which do him no fer- 
| vice ; that 1s, to entertain no Supernumerary 
Officers in the Court, nor Tribunes or Soldj- 
ers 1a the Army without Employs : all which 
he attributes to the Counſels of Balifa, 

And this is as much as I have met with, tha 
T can rely upon, concerning him. He s 
often commended for a good Officer 3 but 
lictle is ſpoken of him, as an Emperor. | 


th. 


— 


8 YALE NS. 


HIS Perſon, being of great Note and 
Knowledge both in the Military and the 
Civil Affairs, had the Honour to be made by 
Gallienus the Proconſul of Achaia. Macrianw 
very much fearing him, and envying his Me- 
rits, knowing him to be his Enemy, ſent Pie 
againſt him co kill him. Yalens foreſaw t 
danger, and took the care to provide himſelf 
| well againſt it, He had no other way, as he 
thought, to eſcape, but by ſetting himſelf yp 
an Emperor, as: well as Macrianus had done: 
He did ſo, and eſcaped the power, of Piſe 
| But he was ſoon after killed by his own Men. 


— — 


19. Valens, 
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- 19. Valens, Senior. 

ry 

Ji T*HIS Yalens was either Uncle, or Great 

ch Uncle to the precedent, and one that 


ſet himſelf up in the time of the Emperor 
U  Decixs, It comes into my mind to mention 
vs W him here, becauſe of his Relation to, and 
wu the parity of his Fortune with the other: 

for after he had a few days Reigned in 1/yri- 

cum, he was killed alſo. | 


——. 
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20, PISS QC 


p# was ſent with a Force by Macrienus, to 
kill Yalens, the Eighteenth in this Cata- 
logue of Tyrants ; but finding that Valens was 
provided againſt him, he changed his Courſe 
into the Province of Theſſaly, and was there 
by the conſent of a ſmall Party, himſelf made 
an Emperor, with the Title of Emperor of 
Theſſalia. He was a very good and Provident 
fore of a Man, toa Proverb 3 fo that he was 
called in his eime the Thrifty Piſo; and he was 
of that Noble Family of the P:/o's, into which 
Ciceroſays, to do his own an Honour, he Mar- 
ried his Daughter Tullia, He was much. in 


the eſteem of all the Great Men. Valens, 
who 


es. Ad 


creed the Honows of a God, with this Blo- 
gium, that there never was a better Man, nor 
one more firm and conſtant than he. They 
decreed him a Triumphal Statue and a Che 
riot, to be put up to his Honour. The formeris 
yet to be ſeen, amone(t the others of the ſams 
kind; The latter d1d ſometme ſtand about 
the place, where fince hath been built the 
famous Bath of Diocle/ian, of eternal, as well 
as ſacred, memory, 


. 
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21, £#MILIANXN. 


T is a Familiar thing with the People of 

Egypt, to break out, like Mad-Men, into 
the violenteſt Seditions and Diſordeis, upon 
any the {hghteft occalions. Otten have they 
tor a matter of a Complement negleed, or 
tor a Place in the Baths, or about the Fleſhin 
their Markets, Herbs, Shooes, and the like, 
railed ſuch Commotions, as have hazarded the 
Ruin of the State, and required an Army to 
repreſs them again, Thus one day a Slave 
belong- 
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who fent Ruffians after him 1nto Theſ/ai:a, who 
Murdered him, confelſcd, that though he waz 
his Enemy, he knew not what account to give 
of that Fact to the Gods, the Infernal Judges, 
becauſe the Roman Empure had not then ſuch 
another Perſon as P:/o. The Senate upon the 
News of his Death, met upon the ſeventh of 
the Kalends of Fuly, and unanimoully de- 
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belonging to the Curatour of the City of .4. 
lexendria was killed by a Soldier, for ſaying, 
that he had a better pair of Shooes on his Feet, 
than that Soldier had. The People hereupon 
roſe, and mad2 an Aſſauleupon the Houle of 
Emilian, who was the Roman General of the 
Province. They came upan lim 1n a furious 
manner, with Stones and words, and all forts 
of Inſtruments] as is utual 1n a Sedition. e£mt- * 
lian had no other wav n tine, to take, but with 
the*conſent of the Egyptian Army, who were 
milling to1t, chiefly becauſe they hated Gallie- 
11, to make himlelf Abſolute, and fet up for 
an Empire. This he did, with Vigour. He 
went thorouph the Thebass, and all Egypr, and 
liplayed his Authority over .the Barbarians. 
He gained himſelf the Tule of the Alexan- 
frien Emperor. But as he was preparing for 
2n Expedition into Indie, Gallienss ſent Theo- 
du: againſt him, who took him and ſent him 
Prſoner to Rome 3 where he was Strangl:d mn 
the Priſon, according to an Antient Cuſtom 
of putting Caprtives to death. Gallienus would 
have after this, made Egype a Proconlular Pro- 
vince, and given it to Theodotus ; but the Priefts 
prohibiced Pim, pretending an Inſcription up- 
on a golden Column at Memphis 1n Egypt, in 
Letters, ſaying, that Egypt would then be a 
Free People, when the Romans attempted to 
Govern it by Conſuls; and therefore the Rods 
of the Conſuls were never to enter into A4- 
lexandria. Cicero, againit Gabinius, mentions 
the ſame Notion 1n Fis time: Ifindit alfo in 


Proculis , the Learned Grammarian» who is 
ot 
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of great Authority, when he ſpeaks of Fq. 
reign Countries. So that when Herennius C4. 
ſ#s, your Kinſman, the preſent Przfed of x. 
£yp*, not contented with the Honour which 
he hath, defired lately to be made a Conſul 
he was anſwered that he asked a thing, thy 
was not to be granted; becauſe it was cor: 
trary to an obſervation of the Empire. 


——— 


———— 


22. SATURNINTU 


tpreines was made a Commander by the 


4) Emperor Valerian, and continued fo wih 
great Applauſe in the Reign of Gallienus; ti 
no longer being able to endure the Diſſolue 
neſs of that latter Prince, and the neglet a 
his Government, the Army ſet him.up to be 
Emperor. He was a Man of fingular Pw 
dence and great Gravity, beloved by all, and 
very well known for his ViRtories over the Bar 
barians. The ſame day, that the Soldiers put 
upon him the Purple, he cold them in a Speech; 
Gentlemen you have loſt a good Captain, to 
make of him an ill Prince. He did ſeveral 
things in his Reign which were Brave : but be 
ing (eyere as to the Diſcipline of the Soldier, 
the ſame that had raiſed him, killed him. Het 
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23, TET RICUS. 


Fter YViforinus and his Son were killed in 
Galia, their Mother Vi#oria perſuaded 
Tetricws a Senator, who then exerciſed the Of- 
fice of a Preſident in Gallia, and was her Re- 
lation, to take upon him the Empire there. 
Accordingly ſhe cauſed him to be Proclaim'd, 
and his Son to be Entitled the Cz/ar. Terr:- 
w Reigned long, and performed ſeveral things 
happily 3 but bemg beaten at laſt by the Em- 
pxeror Aurelian, and qr to give himſelf 


further trouble with a perverſe and an inlolent 
Army which he had to Command, he volun- 
tanly yielded to Aurelian, Awrelian, not be- 
ing one overmuch inclined to Lenity, led him 
ina ſolemn Triumph, at the ſame time when 
bÞ led in Triumph Zenobia, the Wife of Ode- 
wizs, and her two Sons Herennianws and T1- 
molaue, But being ſenſible, that this was very 
ſevere.to be done to a Roman Senator, and one 
who had been a Conſul, and Prefidentdf Gallia, 
he made him, after he had thus Triumphed 

over him , the Governour of all the Cam- 

porna, Abruzzo, Pupliay Lucania, Caſabria, 

Hetruria, Ombria, and generally all the Pro- 


'Tinces of Italy; he ſuffered him not only to 


live, but to live in the greateſt Splendour ; and 
oftentimes called him by the name ot either 
hs Colleague, or his Companion in Arms, 
YT Emperor, MA 24 delr; 
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24. Tetricus, Junior. 


HIS Youth, the Son of the other, hs 
ving been declared Ceſar by the Lady V; 
&oria, was led in Triumph by Aurelian nn 
Company with his Father. He enjoyed after 
wards all the Honours of a Senatour, and hy 
Eſtate untouched, and left the ſame to his Bo 
ſterity. My Grandfather hath ſaid, that h! 
was acquainted with him very well, and tha 
no Man was more eſteem'd either by Aurelia, 
or the following Princes, than he. The Houk 
of the Tetrici 15 extant at this day, and a 
ry fair one upon the Mount Celis, betwi 
two Groves, over againſt a Temple of 1 


You have 1n it, in Moſaick Work, a draught 
of the Emperor Aurel:an, holding out to each 
of theſe two, over whom he Triumphedza 3 


Senatorian Robe, to ſignihe his inveſting 
them again 1n that Dignity ; and they holding Wl + 
out to him a Sceptre and Crown, as the ac b 
knowled#gements of his Victory. Art the Dell © 
dication ot which Piece, they ſay, that fue Fi 
{:an d1d them the Honour to be preſent atthei ba 
Entegtainment, at their humble Requeſt. G 


25. Tre 
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25. TREBELLIAKN. 


; Am almoſt aſhamed to recount ſo many 
y, ſeveral Upſtart Emperors, that all appeared 
under the ſingle Reign of Gallienss, and were 
' occalioned by his own fault : his Luxury de- 
1. MW {ſerving no other than to be confronted with 
them, and yet his Cruelty was ſuch, that one 
ba yſ very well be afraid to do ſo too. Tre- 
belian, amongſt the reſt, was made a Prince, 
in the Province of Iſauria, by the Iſaurians 
of. MW themſelves. Some called him an Arci-Rob- 
ber; but he gave himſeli the Ticle of an Em- 
peror, and ordered a Medal to be made of 
la um as ſuch, and appointed his Court 1n the 
Caſtle of the City I/aura. He maintained 
| his Empire tor ſome time, by the help of the 
j Mountains, and the Faſtneſſes, in which he 
ne took refuge Bur being by Canſiſoleus an E- 
ng emtian, the General of Gallienus, and the 
* MW Brother of Theodotus, who had before taken 
vAmilian Priloner, drawn down inco the open 
Field, where he could not avoid the Com- 
bat, he was overcome and killed. Yet could 
not the I/aurians, for fear of the Cruelty of 
Gallienus,be prevailed with afterwards upon any 
terms of Kindneſs and Humanity to ſubmit. 
They have ever ſirice remained as Barbarians: 
their Country, though in the Heart of the 


Roman Empire, 1s fo ſhuc up, and ſtands as it 
M 3 were 
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-were a Boundary againſt it , defended hy 


its own Natural Limits, more than by it; 
Men : who in truth are neither Skilled in 
Arms, nor Brave, nor Virtuous, nor Wile and 
Prudent. But yet they are fecurein only this 
thac they live 11 places inacceſlible. 


— — 


26 HEREXN NIAN 


Denatus, the Prince of the Palmyreni in 

Syria, and ſometime Emperor of the 
Eaſt, left at his death his Wife Zenobia and tm 
Sons, Herennianus and Timolauws: who bein 
very young, Zenobia in their names the 
and governed the Empire of their Father, 
longer than it was for the Honour of the R+ 
man Name to endure in a Woman. She Ar 
rayed thoſe Children in the Purple Habit & 
the Roman Emperors, and brought them wi 


. her to the Head of her Army, and to the Af 


{emblics of the People, whither ſhe often went, 
and Harangued them like a Man. She ws 
the Dido, the Semiramis, the Cleopatra of her 
Age. It is a thing uncertain, what the end 
was of theſe her two Sons ; whether they were 
killed by Aurelian, or. whether they died their 
own deaths. But there are of the Poſterity of 
Zenobia, hving at Rome, in Honour, at thi 
ady. 


27. TIMO 


a ro to wi tr. K<& 


Pd OD” © ww AO of ot nm wk, ——_ 


— 


2828s 


AL 


E228 2.9 & 5 5-8. 


Vol. Il. or, Pretended Emperors. 


27. TIMOLAVUS. 


HE Account of ; Timolaws is, I ſuppoſe, 
the ſame with that of Heremian, his 
Brother. Only in one thing he is diſtinguiſhed 
from him ; which was his great Ardour for the 
Roman Studies ; which T:imolane fo readily im- 
bibed, that he might have made, it is ſaid, one 
of the greateſt Orators in his time. 


h—_— — 


28, CELSUS. 


WA Hil the parts of Gallis, Thrace, Ilyri. 
cum, Pontws, and the Eaſt were taken 
bp, and Cantoned into ſeparate Empires by the 
ſeveral Pretenders there, and Gallienws paſſed 
his Life in the mean time amongſt the Ta- 
verns, Baths, and Bawdyhouſes ; the Africans 
by the inſtigation of YVibize Paſſienws their Pro- 
conſul, =, Fabius Pompeianus the Comman- 
der on the Frontier of Libya, ſet up Celſus 
Emperor, adorning him for the purpoſe with 
a Robe of Purple, taken off of a Statue of 
the Goddeſs Ce/etis. He had been a Tribune, 
but lived at this time a private Life upon his 
Eſtate, and was a Man of that Juſtice, and 
that Preſence, that he ſeemed very well to de- 

M 3 \ ſerve 
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{erve their Choice. But the ſeventh day after- 
wards, 2 Woman, Galliens by Name, a Re- 
lation of the Emperor Galliznus, killed him; 
{o that he had no time to ſhew himſelf in. His 
Body was thrown to the Dogs : His Effigies, 
was mounted upon a Croſs, and Crucihed a 
midſt the Infults of the People, as if it had 
been Ce!/us himſelf in Perſon. This was a 
new Deviſe of puniſhing the memory of 2 
Man. The truth is, the City of Szcca (toad 
Out againſt him, keeping their Faith to Gol: 
/zenus ; and it was thoſe eſpecially, that urged 
on this diſgrace. 


———_— —— - _—— _ - ——— 
* ——_— lo > - - _— — 


29. ZENOBIA. 


To the laſt ſhame of the Reign of Gul- 
a lienus, and of the Roman Empire under 
hin, the Women Revolted againſt him, and 
managed their Enterpriſe alſo extraordinary 
well. Zenobia by nams, a Foreign Lady, 
whom we have often already mentioned ; of 
the Lincage of the Cleopatra's, and the Pte 
lomey's of Egypt, as the herſelf ſaid; the Wike 
of -Odenatus of Palmyra, the Emperor of the 
Eaſt : whodying, ſhe aſſumed the Purple, the 
Crown, and the Authority in h:s place, 1n the 
name of her Sons, Herennian and Timolani, 
being Infants ; and ſhe was acccordingly ac- 
cepted 3 ſo that whilſt Gallienus lived as he did 
and Clandinugs was taken up with the War - 
DN Ky eng 
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the Goths, ſhe continued her Reign longer, 
than it was otherwiſe ſufferable in one of her 
Sex. And it was with great difficulty that ſhe 
was OVercome at laſt, and carried in Triumph 
by the Emperor Aurelian 3 who being reflected 
upon by ſame, tor making a Woman a Sub- 
j:& of a War, and a Triumph, gives this ac- 
count of her, and thus defends himſelf in a Lec- 
ter to the Senate. 


Fathers of the Senate, 


Hear that it «s ObjeFed to me, that I have 
not performed a manly part in Triumphing 
wer Zenobia. 1 aſſure you, thoſe who blame 
me, would on the contrary [uſficiently commend 
me, did they know, what a Woman ſhe wv. How 
Prudent in her Counſels, how Diligent in her Bu- 
ſmeſs, bow Powerful with her Soldiers, bow Ge- 
” WU now when Neceſſity requires, and bow Severe 
ec when there 1s occaſon for Severity, I can ſay, 
nd that it 45 through her means, that Odenarus 
i overcame the Periians, and putting to flight King 
be Sapores, advanced his Arms as far as to the Cuty 
of Cteliphon. TI can aſſure you, that this Woman 
was ſo great a Terror to the Eaſt, and tothe People 
© of Egypt, that neutber the Arabians, nor the Ar- 
i Entans, mor the Saracens dared to move for her. 
" Nor bad I preſerved to her, her life, but that I know, 
"i 7hat ſhe did great ſervice even by her very Ujurpa- 
" tion; becauſe (he kept up and aferted the Bounds of 
; the Empire. Let them therefore, who are pleaſed 
f with nothing, take the Poiſon of their own Tongues 
£ 
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to themſelves. If it is not Handſome to have Con- 
quered and Triumphed over a Woman, what ſhall 
I] ſay of the Emperor Claudius, that Good and 
Vencrable Commander, who had done the ſame, if 
be had not been wholly taken up with bis Expe- 
ditions againſt the Goths, He Privately and 
Prudently (ſuffered ber to Reign, to give binaſelf 
the greater opportunity of effettmg what he was &. 
bout, whilſt ſhe preſerved inviolate the antient 
Bound of the Empire of the Eaſt. 


This ſhews what an Opinion Aurelian had of 
Z.enobia. 

'Zehobia was a Lady of that Chaſtity, that 
ſhe never accompanied with - her Husband, 
more than to attempt a Conception. Fer 
after ſhe had lain with him, ſhe contained, 
and expected her Terms, to know whether 
ſhe was with Child : If ſhe was not, then ſhe 
gave way to the Repetition. She lived with 
the Pomp of a Queen, but much according 
to the Perſian'Mode, She was Adored after 
the manner of the Kings of Perſia, and het 
manner of Eating was like theirs. But ſhe 
went to Harangue her Soldiers, as the Roman 
Emperors do, with a Helmet upon her Head, 
and an knperial Robe of Purple upon her 
Back, buttoned with a Jewel, and Jewels a 
bout the Borders, and ſhe ſhew'd one Arm ma- 
ny times bare, She was of a Brown Com- 
plexion, Black Eyes which were incomparabl 
hively and glitregng, a Divine Eſprit, a mo 
delicate Shape and Preſence: her Teeth fo 
bright, one would think them rather to be 


Pearls: 
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on- Pearls: a Clear and Manly Voice. She had 
all Bl the Severity of a Tyrant, when neceflicy re- 


quired; and all the Clemency of a good Prince, 
where there was occaſion for her Goodnels, 
Her Generolity was ruled by Prudence. She 
managed her Publick Treaſure with a care be- 
yond the Conduct of her Sex. She uſed a 
Coach, ſeldom a Litter, but often rade a 
Horle; and ſhe walked often on Foot, it 1s 
ſaid, three or four Miles together. She was 
born with the Teniciouſneſs of a Spaniard. 
A ſober Woman, yet ſhe made no ſcruple tre- 
quently to drink with the great Officers of her 
Army ; and allo with Perſians and Armenians, 
whom in her Table ſhe excelled. The Veſſels 
for her Table were of Gold, beſet with Jewels. 
Eunuchs advanced in years ſerved her ; very 
ſeldom Women. She obliged her Sons to ſpeak 
in Latin; they rarely or hardly at all ſpoke 
Greek, Nor was ſhe altogether 1gnorant of 
Latin herſelf ; but her modeſty for tear of nor 
doing it well, forbad her to ſpeak it. She 
ſpoke the Egyptien Language perfealy well. 
Itis ſaid, ſhe had nes, an, the Alexandrian, 
and the Oriental Hiſtories, ſhe was ſo well 
acquainted in them; and the Roman Hiſtory 
ſhe had Read in the Greek, When therefore 
ſhe was taken and brought into the Preſence 
of Aurelian, O Zenobia, laid Aurelian to her, 
why have you dared to Inſult, as you have 
done, the Emperors of Rome? ſhe anſwered, 
I know you to be an Entperor, who are a 
Conqueror. But I have not thought Gallience, 
nor Aureolws, or thole oihers to be fo; and 
believing 
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believing that ViForina might be ſuch another 
as my lelf, I deſired, if it was poſltble, that 
ſhe and I might ſhare the Empire betwixt us, 

She was-led in Solemn Triumph at Rome, in 
that manner, that nothing ever appeared more 
Pompous, and with that Grace, inthe Eyes of 
that City. She laboured under the Burden of 
her Ornaments. She had ſuch great Jewel 
upon her, that though ſhe was a ſtrong Wo- 
man, ſhe ſtopt many times, and cried, ſhe 
could not go on for their Weight. Uponhe 
Feet and Hands, ſhe had Chains of Gold; 
and about her Neck a Chain of Gold, ſup 
ported by one of ner old Guards, a Perſian. 
Aurelian gave hcr her life ; which ſhe ſpent af: 
terwards with her Children at Tivoli, 1n the 
Quality, and according to the uſage of a Roma 
Matron : an Eſtate was given her there for 
her ſupport, near the Palace of Hadrian, and 
the ſame carries her name at this dav. 
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3 0. VICTORIN A. 


Teorina, or Vittoria, or Vitruvia, was & 
nother Lady, who 15 to be remembred 

here, as ſhe was one, who was encouraged to 
her Enterprizes by the1ll manners of Galliems. 
She ſet up both her Son and her Grandlon 
Viftorinus to be Emperors in Gallia, who were 
afterwards killed by the Soldiers. She ſet up 
Poſt humius : ſhe ſet up Lollius ; ſhe (et up Ms- 
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rice there, who were all firſt declared Eme 
perors by the Soldiers, and then after ſome 
time, that they reigned more or leſs, killed. 
Ac laſt the ſet up Terricus, becauſe ſhe would 
never forbear to carry on the Maſculine part, 
which ſhe had begun, In Tetricus's time, ſhe 
was either killed, or taken off by a Natural 
Death. She gave herſelf the Title of the Mo- 
ther of the Camp. She had Money both in 
Braſs, Silver, and Gold Coyned for her, at 
the City of Trier ; whereof there are pieces 
extant at this day. 

I have now finiſhed the number, and given 
you, Sir, the beſt account I can, out of the ſe- 
cet Paths of Hiftory, which I have traced on 
purpoſe for them, of theſe thirty Tyrants. 
You may pleaſe to accepr of it, and take my 
Pains in good part. It is not ſo Eloquently, 
2s it is faithfully writ. Becauſe it 15 not fine 
Language, which [ pretend to, but the matter 
of Fa, And what [ write, I dictate to rfiy 
Servant with that haſte, that if you ſhould ask 
me any thing, I have ſcarce a breathing time 
lefe me to anſwer you in. 

There were two other Perſons, in other 
Reigns, of this ſtamp; the one in the time 
of Maximin, the other in the Reign of Claw- 
dns; whom, as an Appendix, I ſhall think fit 
to produce here, to bring up the Rear of the 
reſt, and ſo I ſhall cloſe this point of Hiſtory. 


I, Titus 
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1. Titus Quartinus. 


rus, as both Dexippus, Herodian, and all 
Hiſtorians write, was a Tribune of the 
Moors, whom Maximin had diſmiſt from his 
Service, Some ſay, he voluntarily ſet himfell 
up Emperoc for fear of his life afterwards, from 
Maximin : others, that the Armenian Archen 
in Maximin's Service, having been diſobliged, 
compelled Titus againſt his will to take upon 
him that Poſt. However it 15s, he was a Man 
of the firſt Note for his laudable Services to 
the State both at home and abroad, But hi 
Reign was but litcle happy to him. He reigned 
fix Months, an&ethen after the diſcovery of the 
intended Defe&ion of Magnus, was killed by 
his own Soldiers. His Wife was Calphurzis, a 
Holy and Venerable Woman of the Family 
of the Piſo's, a Prieſteſs, but once married, 
and adored by our Anceſtors amongſt the beſt 
of herSex. Her Statue is that, which we have 
yet in the Temple of Venus, of Stone gilt. She 
wore 1n her time Unions, ſuch as Cleopatra 


was ſaid to wear; and ſhe had a Charger of 
twenty Pound weight of Silver, whereon was 
Ingraved the Hiſtory of hec Family. This 
might be too much perhaps to mention, if it 
did not naturally come in my way. 


2, CEN- 
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: CENSORINVUS. 


T HE next is Cenſorinss: a Man, who was 
very much a Soldier, and of an Antient 
ſtamp of Honour in the Senate. He had 
been twice a Conſul, twice a Captain of the 
Guards, thrice the Governor of the City of 
Rome, four times a Proconſul, thiice the Lieu- 
tenant of a Province with Conſular power, 
twice a Proprztor, four times an Adile, thrice 
2 Queſtor,. beſides two extraordinary Com- 
miffions which he had into Per/is and Sarma- 
tio, In the Perſian War, in the time of ths 
Emperor Valerian, he received a Wound, of 
which he halted in one Foot. Afﬀeer all theſe 
Honours, as he lived an old Man upon his E- 
Rate, he was taken out by the Soldiers, and 
made Emperor, which was under the Reign 
of the Emperor Claudius, Thoſe who jeſted 

n him, called him alſo a Claudiws ; becauſe 

his halting, from Claudico, to Halt. In'ſe- 
ven days afterwards, from his Elevation, the 
lame Perſons that had raiſed him, killed him ; 
they thought he was too ſtrit, and of too 
ſevere a Diſcipline for them. His Sepulchre 
ſands about the City of Bologna, where in 
great Letters are written upon it all his 
Honours, concluding with this ; Happy in eve- 
ry thing, but an Emperor. His Family, who. 


- | are yer Extant, and famous by the name ot 
the 
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the Cen/orini, betook themſelves out of a dil 
guſt to Rome, and the Publick Afairs, ſome 
to the Cauntry of Thrace, and ſome into Z; 
thynia. "They have a fine Houſe belonging tg 
them in Rome, adjoyning to that of the Fl, 
wvian Family : It was the Houſe of Tirz, th: 
Eleventh Emperor of the Romans, they {x 
formerly, in his tune. 

So now [ proceed to the Emperor Claudiy, 
with whom I ſhall joyn his Brother £uintully 
and ſome few things, that relate to that Ex. 
cellent and Noble Family. But whatever | 
ſhall ſay of the Lite of Claudiws ; it mult hy 
expected beforehand to fall ſhort of the M: 
rits of ſo great a Prince. 


— a. 


Ik 


| _ Lite and Reign 
EMPEROR 
CLAUDIUS, 
Dedicated to the 


JEMPEROR 
Conſtantine the Great: 
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By TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 


— 


AM happily come to the Emperor Claudius; 
whoſe Hiſtory I ſhall egdeavour to wrxe 


. wich the greater care, becauſe of his Re- 
lation to Conffantizs the Czlar. Nor can I re- 
tule this piece of Service to the Memory of 

O 
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ſo great a Prince. For fince I have alrex 
given my felt the trouble of writing upon the 
Tumultuary Reigns, and ſuch Petty Kings x 
the Thirty foregoing, and upon the Adio 
alſo of Zenobia and ViForms two Women; th 
Condition of Afﬀairs under the Emperor Gal 
enus _ to that paſs, that even the Wo 
men as well as Men Ulurped upon him; | 
would be a Crime in me to chooſe to be filew 
of a Prince, who was Great Uncle to Cafe 
rius the Cxfar, and who by his Bravery ore. 
caine the Goths, and put an end to the 
Calamities of the State : who, though not hn 
ſelf the Author of the Deſign againſt Galias, 
yet for the Pubhick Good, was made an Inſtn 
ment of our deliverance from that Prodigyt 
an Emperor; and had he lived long uponts 
Throne, he had revived to as by his Virts; 
his Counſels, and his ConduR, the Seipios, and 
the Camillus, and all thoſe Noble Roman d 
Antient Tymes. 

His Reign was ſhort. Bur yet the. ſane 
would have been thought of it, though he hu 
attained to the great#t Age. Every thingun 
him was Admirable, every ing in him ws 
Conſpicuous, and to be preferred even before 
the moſt Triumphant Actions of the Antients 
He had the Bravery of Trajen, the Piety of 
Amcninus, the Moderation of Auguſtzs, and tif 
Excellencies of all the Great Princes 1n t 
manner, that inſtead of taking an Example 
others, had thoſe Princes never+been, his 
Example had been cnough for all the Worls. 


The Learned in the matter of Nattvities are 
an 
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an Opinion, that one hundred and twenty 
Years is the greateſt Ape given to a Man to 
live; and more, they pretend, hath not been 
permitted to any ; only to Moſes the Friend 
of God, as the Books of the Jews ſpeak, who 
attained unto one hundred and twenty five 
Years: And when he complained that he died, 
whilſt as yet he had all his Senſes *intire and 
yyross it was an{wer'd him, by I know not 
what Deity, that no Perſon was to hive above 
that Age. Now had Clandius lived go one 
hundred and twenty Years, though his Death 
muſt have of neceflity proceeded at that time, 
yer wouid no body have defired it then, as Tully 
ſpeaks concerning, Scipio, becauſe his Life was 
ſupendous and admirable. Take him, whe- 
ther at Home cr Abroad, and what 1s there, 
that 15 Great, chathe did not diſcover 2 He 
Loved his Parents, ſhall I lay ? He Loved his 
Brothers, and this 1s no Miracle. He Loved 
his Relations, a thing which is 1n our times to 
be compared unto a Miracle. He Envied no 
one: The Wicked he puniſhed. Corrupt 
Magiſtrates he openly and publickly Condem- 
ned. He overlook'd the Indiſcretions of Fools. 
He made excellent Laws. He was that Per- 
fon upon the Throne, that thoſe ot his Race 
have been {ince Courted to the Empire by the 

eateſt Princes, and are dear in the beſt At- 

tons of the Senate. | 

-I may be thought perhaps to ſpeak this in 
flattery co Conftentins, the Cxlar. But I ap- 
peal as well to the Conſcience of your Maje- 


ty, as to my Manner of Life, to be my Wit- 
N neſs, 
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li neſs, Whether I have ever thought, or uttered, 
or ated any thing at any time, that 1s of that 
Nature. I have before my eyes the oy 
Claudius ; whoſe Life , Probity, and all the 
Actions of his Reign have given ſuch a Fame 
of him to Poſterity, that both the Senate and 
the People of Rome conferred upon him un 
parallel Honours, after his Death. A Shield 
in Gold, wherein is engraven his Image, ws 
by the Voice of the whole Senate, ſet oh 
his Honour in the Houſe of the Senate, where 
Honours jt is eftant at this day. The People of Row 
=_ 1% (which never was done before) at their om 
609 ok ple EXPENCE, ſet up his Statue of Gold of the height 
of Rome, Of ten Foot in the Capitol, before the Temple 
of the moſt High and Excellent Fupiter: In 
the Publick Forum was his Statue in Silver, n 
a Triumphal Robe, ere&ted4 upon a Column, 
with the Acclamations of all Mankind ; the 
{ Ho Silver being of one thouſand and five hundred 
| pound weight, As if he had a profped & 
| things future, he revived and propagated the 
Honour of the Family of the Flawis, of which 
was Veſpaſian and Titus, not to mention Dow 
tan, becauſe he was one unworthy of 'it. In 
| a ſhort time he finiſhed the War with the 
| Gorbs, So that if I muſt be thought to Flat 
| ter, the Senate, the People of Rome, the Foreigh 
| World, and the Provinces are all Flatterers with 
| me. For all Orders of Men, all Ages, and 
| every City have honoured Claudins with States, 
Banners, Crowns, Shrines, Arches of Triumph, 
Alcars, and Temples | 
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It is fit for all the World, but eſpecially 
thoſe who would imitate the Examples of good 
ror © Princes to know, with what Acclamations and 
the BY Afﬀection the Senate received this Prince: and 
me in the Voice of the Senate, one may ſee in a 
ani WY manner the Senſe of Mankind. The News 
un. Y came to them of his Elevation, upon the Ninth 
ie of the Kalends of April, which 1s che Feſtival 
wa i of Cybele, whilſt they were in the Chappel of 

in W that Goddeſs. Bur they could not perſwade 
#7 themſelves co continue longer there, to Cele- 
ow BM brate the Duties of the Day. They took their 
Robes, and repaired to the Temple of Apols ; 


in his Honour as follows : 


The Gods continue Claudius owr Emperor to ws. 
This was repeated {ixty times. We have always 
wiſhed to bave Claudius to be owr Emperor, or 
ſuch @ one as you. This was repeated forty 
times. The State wanted a Claugius to Govern 
t, This was repeated forty times. You are 4 
Brother, a Father, a Friend, a Good Senator, and 
Truly a Prince, This was repeated eighty times. 
Avenge us, O Claudius ew8r Emperor, of Aureq- 
X Jus. This was repeated five times. Awvenge ww, 
ign  O Claudius our Emperor, of the Palmyreni # 
with Syria. This was repeated hve times. Deliver 
and] w, O Claudius our Emperor, from the Uſurpati- 
nes, | is of Z2nobia and Vitorina, This was re- 
peated (evenaimes. © Tetricus bath done nothing 
why we ſhould Complain of : him to gbur Majeſty. 


It N 2 The 
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where reading the Letters which were ſent to and by th; 
them from Claudius, they expreſſed themſelves Senate. 
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The firſt Action of Claudius, after his ac- 
ceſlion to the Empire, was his Victory over' 
Aureolus, who had made himſelf the more 
troubleſome, becauſe he was much in the fx 
vour of Gallienws, Claudizs fought him, and 
defeated him, and publiſhed Edits to the 
People, and ſent Letters to the Senate, where 
in he declared him, upon his refuſal ſtill © 
ſubmit himſelf, an Ulurper. Aureolaus defined 

He de- a Treaty of Accommodation with him : By 

feats AU- Claudius was deaf to that Motion , and tall 

reolus. þjm very gravely, that he was not a Gallies 
to be ask'd ſuch a thing, who might comph 
with him, becauſe he feaced him. Atlen 
Aureoles was killed by the Soldiers at 2M: 
and received that End which his Life and Man 
ners deſerved. Some Hiſtorians ridiculouſh 
endeavour to Commend him. Gallus Antipan 
calls im a Golden Emperor ; as if he was tht 
better Man, becauſe his Name in the Lat 
refers to the word Aurum or Gold. But as tha 
Wruer 15 the Father of Flatterers, and the Re 
proach of Hiſtorians, ſo I have often known 
the Name of Aureclus given to a Good Gladw 
tor; and your Majeſty's Book of the Publick 
Sports hath this very Name in the Liſt of the 
Names,of the Gladiators. But to return to 
Claudins. | | 

The Go:hs, that had made a ſhift to eſcape 
home from the Army of Martianzs, as we har 
ſaid before in the Life of Ggllienm T. excited 
at their arrival, all the Nations and People d 
their Confederacy, to fall to make Depredat! 


ons upon the Lands of the Empire, Solow 
T 
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ral Nations of the Scyth;jans , the Peuceni , the 
Trutungi or Gruthungi, the Oftrogoths, the Vir- 
thungi or Vithungi, the Gypides, the Celte, and 
the Herulz, broke in together upon us and laid 
many places waſte, whilſt Claudius was taken 
up elſewhere. Eſpecially he was ſo tedious 
with the Preparations that he was making for 
this Gotbick War, to conclude the ſafne effeu- 
ally, as he ought, that he tryed, as it were, 
the utmoſt Patience of the Fates: And yet 1 
think, that this really redounded the more, to 
his Glory, and made his Conqueſt the more 


1801 


IWluſtrious in the Eye of all the World. Of 74 nwm- 


the Enemy, there were three hundred and 
ewenty thouſand Fighting Men. Tell me now, 
he, who accules me of Flattery, whether he 
thinks, that Claudius, who Conquer'd all thele, 
is but little to be admiced, A Body of three 
hundred and twenty thouſand Fighting Men ! 
It is an Army for Xerxes, One would think 
ſuch a Number Fabulous, the Invention of a 
Poet. The Enemy were three hundred and 
twenty thouſand Fighting Men! To which 
add the Servants, the Families, and the Car- 


| rages following them, ahd ones Mind will be 


of Imaginations of their drinking up Ri- 
vers, and conſuming whole Woads, and that 
the Earth it felt Iaboured under the weight of 

ſo much Barbarian Proud Fleſh, 
The Letter of Claudiws to the Senate, which 
he ordered ſhould be read to the People, con- 
the Enemy, was this : Dictated by 


cerni 
binſel, and not by his Secretary. 


N 3 To 


bers of the 


Barbarians 


The Bar- 
barians de- 
feated. 
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To the Senate and the People of 
Rome, the Emperor Claudius. - 


Fathers of the Senate, 


OU may believe, that I ſend you the rel 

Truth. The Barbarians that have brokey 
in upon the Roman Empire, are three hundred 
and twenty thouſand ſtrong. If it ſhall be wh 
fortune te overcome them, you will not be Ungrats 
ful to my Services. But if I overcome them na, 
you are only to remember, that 1 Fight after th 
Reign of @& Gallienus. - The whole Empire i 
ſperm and exbauſted: And I now ſhall Figh, 
efter the Loſs of Valerianus, and the Revolts 
Ingenuus, Regillianus, Lollianus, Poſthumny, 
Celſus, and a thouſand others, that ſet up them 
felves in Contempt of the Emperor Gallienus. | 
want Shields, Swords, and Spears for the pat- 
poſe. The Prowces of Gallia and Spain, which 
are the Strength of the Empire, are in the Hand 
of Tetricus. Al ounubeſt Archers are kept from 
us by a" Lady Zenobia; which s a pet fo 
mention. Whatever therefore we do, it will in 
our Circumſtances be great enough. 


But yet the brave Claudizss overcame the nu 
merous Enemy, and in a ſmall time cruſhed 
them to piec2s: He ſcarce left any of them 
living to return home. And what's a Shield, 
I beſeech you, hung op in the Senate; 'or 
what's one- Statue of Gold, in proportion - 

* the 
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the juſt Reward of ſo great a Victory? Says 
the Poet Emnius of Scipio, O the Statue, which 
of People of Rome will make of you, and what 
| s Pillar will they erefF, on which to expreſs your 
Atchicvements ? But we may ſay, that [{ is 
wot Columns, nor Statues, but the ſtrength of his 
own Fame, which Immortalizes the ever Renown- 
ed Flavius Valerius Claudius. 

The ſame Enemy had with them beſides 
this, two thouſand Sail of Shipping ; which is 
double the number of all the Grecian and the 
Macedonian Fleet, that heretofore went againſt 
Troy and the other Cities of Afi. And yec 
the Fictions of the Poet have magnified that 
too: whereas this that I ſpeak of, is the very 
Matter of Fat. And can we be ſaid then to 
of Flatter Clandize, who defeated, oppreſſed, and 
ius ut in pieces a Barbarian Fleet of two thou- 

ſand Sail, and an Army of three hundred and 
1 © twenty thouſand Men ? All the Carriages and 
a4. MW Train chat attended fo great a number , he 
4 © cither burnt, or reduced, and made Slaves of 
the Families belonging to their Camp : I will 
give you his own Lettergo Funiws Brocchus, the 
Governour of IhricumFin which himſelf re- 


lates the ViRtory. 


The Emperor Claudius to Brocchug.. 


E have defeated an Army of three bun- 
dred and twenty thouſand Goths, and we 
bave deſtroy'd their Shipping, which was two thou- 
ſand Sail, 'The *Rivers are covered with Shrelds, 
N 4 and 


SO ac-s a. 7 


184 


P | 
The Life and Reign of the Vol. It, 


and all the Shores with Swords and Jawvelins : 
The Fields are not 'o be ſeen for the Bodies of the 
dead, No Road us clear of them. A waſt Cay. 
riage u left to ws. IWe bave taken [o many Wo 
»nen Captives , that our Victorious Army may, « 
ery Man of them, have to himſelf two or thre 
a prece, 


{ cantot but deplore the Misfortune of the 
Reign of Gallienw, and the Condition of the 
State under fix hundred Uſurpers, that ſet 
themſelves againſt him. Had thoſe Soldier 
and thoſe Leigions all been ſafe, which were 
'0 unhappily loſt in the ſeveral Batrels fought 
betwixt Galltienws and his Adverſaries,” what an 
addition of Strength would it have been to the 
Empire 2 It 15to be afcribed to Claudime, that 
the Honour of the Arms of the Empire wa 
retricved after fo publick a Loſs. He had ſe 
veral Bartels with the Enemy 1n the Province of 
Mzſfia, and before the City of Marcianopoli in 
Bulgaria, and divers of their Kings were taken, 
and Noble Women of divers Nations, and 
great numbers of othgrs periſhed in the Rivers. 
"The Roman Provinces were fill#d with Gothick 
>laves, who were employzd to Till the Ground. 
No Town or Quarter but could ſhew you Goths, 
acquired by the Trumph of our Arms, What 
Foreign Barbarian. Cattle did our Anceſtors 
then ſee ? what Sheep? what Horſe 2 All this 
redounds to the Glory of Claudivs, who at once 


4; ſeve. ſecured, and inhmtely enriched the Empire: 
ra; Vigo. He fought the Enemy at Byzantium ; | the 


Y477, 


People there, as many as had eſcaped the bloody 
A WY Hands 


- 
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Hands of the Soldiers of Galienxs bravely affiſt- 
ing him. He foughe them at the City of 
Theſſalonica 1n Macedonia, which the Barbarians 
had laid Siege to in his abſence. He fought 
them in divers Countries, and every where 
beat them. One would almoſt think, that he 
had a Preſcience of his future Kinſman Con- 
ftantins the Ceſar, and that he was ſettling the 
Empire 1n ſafety for him againſt his Reign. 

This brings 1t to my mind to ſay, that Clau- 
dis was indeed foretold by the Oracles which 
he conſulted, and the Lots that he drew, not 
only of his own Elevation, but that others of 
his Race ſhould come to the Empire after him. 
He conſulted: alſo about his Brother Quimillus ; 
becauſe he was willing to take him to be his 
Colleague in the Empire. But he was anſwer'd 
ſo, as to ſignife , that Quimilws had not long 
to live. And [ have the rather inſerted this, 
becauſe it ſhews, that Conſtentins the Ce/ar who 
s of che Blood of Claudins, was foreſeen and 
prognoſticated ſo long ago as 1n the Reign of 
his Great Uncle; and conſequently he is a 
Perſon of a Divine Appeintment, of an Im- 
rerial Family, and we may hope for many 
Princes to deſcend from him : which I preſume 
to offer at leaſt with all due ſubmiflion and re- 
ſpe& to their Majeſties, Dicleſian and Maxi- 
mian, and to Galerius his Brother, to whom 
I wiſh all Health. 

During the time that Claudius was managing 
the War againſt the Goths, the Palmyren: in 
Sjria under the Arms of Sabas, or Zabdas, and 
Timagenes , made War upon the «Egyptians. 


The 
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The e/£gyptians, who are an obſtirmte and an 
indefatigable People in War, defeated them, 
but with the loſs of Probus their General, who 
was killed by the Arts of Timagenes. The 
egyptian, aſter this, ſubmitted themſelves al 
to the Qbedience of the Emperor of Romy, 
and accordingly ſwore Fealty to Claudis, 
though he was not then preſent with them, 

In the Year of the Conſulthips of Atticiews 
and Orphitzs, the very Heavens f1gnally afliſtel 
the War of Claudius. A great mulcitude o 
the Barbarians, that were yet remaining, ha 
fled for refuge to the Mountain H.emws, and 
the adjoyning Province in Thrace. But thy 
were fo diſtrefſed there with a Famine and 
Peſtilence, that their owa Calamities antic 
pated the Work of our Armsz nor woul 
Clahdius give them that honour to Conquer 
chem in the Condicion they then were. Thus 
this fierce War ended, and the Roman Name 
was eaſed of thoſe Terrors with which it wa 
threatned in the beginning One thing the 


Truth obliges me to obſerve; that ſuch, s 


think we Flatter, may know that we conceal 
nothing, which it is requiſite, that a Hiſtory 
ſhould publiſh. Once after a full Victory 
that Claudius had received of the Enemy, his 
Men, grown careleſs with the Succeſs, which 
is apt to diſorder the wiſeſt Heads, fell fo to 
Plunder, that they forgat all thoughts and fears 
of the Enemy. Therefore a Party of the Ene- 
my that had fled, returning unexpeRedl]y a 

upon them, whilſt they were yet ingaged whot: 


ly in Plundering, cut off'of them ewo thou- 
| ſand. 


« 
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(and. But as ſoon as Claudis ſaw it, he drew 
up his Troops, and took all that Party of the 
Enemy Priſoners, and laid them in Irons, and 
ſent them to Rome, to be kept tor the blaody 
Purpoſe of the Fights of the Gladiators. So 
Claudius with his good Condutt retrieved that 
Milcarriage of his Men, or rather that Blow 
of Fortune; and the Enemy by their Stratagem 
only heightened his V:ory, and their own 


rung. 

In this War the Dalmatick Horle fignaliz'd 
themſelves much. Claudixs him(ſelf hath been 
ſometime thought ro derive his Origin from 
their Country; though others make him a 
Trojan, and pretend to bring him down even 
from 1/as wo Dardanus, the two moſt Antient 
Kings of Troy. 

The Enemy had in this War, thruſt them- 
ſelves into the Ifland of Crete, and attempred 
tolay waſte chat of Cyprss, But their Army 
every where labauring under Sicknels, they 
were likewiſe eafily reduced there. 

Then, the Gorbick War being finiſhed, and 
the general Sickneſs raging more and more, 


Þ particularly allyed him. | 

fer his death, his Brother P2ujntillam with 
univerſal Conſent aſcended the Empire : Not as 
if it was by Inheritance ; but he was preferred 
to it for his deſerts. He was fo good a Perſon, 
ahd fo truly, as I may fay, in Virtue, his Brother's 
Brother, that he would have been made Em- 
peror, though he had never had thacr —_—_ by 
.Bloo 


Claudine fell fick of the ſame and died, and the neat oj 
Heavens received him, to whom his Virtues Claudine. 
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Blood. Under him the Barbarians that yet rs 
mained, [aid waſte the City of Kenks in Thrag, 
and attempted Nigeboli 1n Bulgaria: but the 
were defeated and ſuppreſſed again by the V; 
lour of thole of the Country. His Reign wz 
ſo ſhort, that he had not the time to be Maſte 
Death of of any great Ation. The Soldiers killed hin 
Quintillus as they did Galba and Pertinax, the ſeventeent 
day of his Reign; only becauſe he was ſtri&yy 
on them, andſhew'd himſelF a better and mor 
truly a Prince, than they deſired to have him 
be. Dexippus indeed does not ſay,ſo-plainly th 
he was killed ; but only that he'died, withoy 
mentioning the manner of his Death, as iflk 
thought 1t dubious. 
Having given this Account of the Militay 
part of Claudins, I ſhould be wanting to tie 
| Reader, if | did not in the next place & 
Extra ſerye ſome few things concerning his Famih 


_—_— and Perſon, He had two Brothers Quintils 


of Claudi- and Cri/pus. Criſps had a Daughter called 


Claudia, who was married to Eutropirrs, a Nodl: 

y Trojan by deſ:zent, who was the Father of Cn. 
ſtariiiss the Ceſar, Claudins had ſome Siſter; 
' one of witch was called Couſfartina, marnet 
a Tribune of the Afrians: bur ſhe died young 

Concerning the Father and Anceſtors of Clav 

dius, | know little, becauſe moſt Perſons har: 

written diflerently about thetn : Claudias him- 

ſelf was grave in his Manners, of a fingulat 

good Life, extraordinary Chaſte and Virtuow 

He drank lute, eat quick, was Tall, his Eye 

bright and flagrant, a full Viſage, and ſo ſtrong 

in the Arms, that he hath oftentimes ſtruct 

Oil 


us. 
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out the Teeth of a Horſe, or a Mule, with a 
blow. He did this once, when he was a young 
Man, Wreſtling with the ſtrongeſt there in 
the Field of Mars, at the Publick Exerciſes of 
the Soldiers, the Party with whom he Wreſtled, 
giving him a ewiſt by the Cods, which was un- 
lawful, Claudius in a paſſion lift up his Hand, 
and ſtruck out all his Teeth at once. The 
Emperor Decius was then preſent ; who, it not 
being an Action to be puniſhed, becauſe it 
ſhew'd both the Bravery and the Modeſty of 
Claudius, commended him rather publickly for 
t, and preſented him with the Collars and 
Bracelets, and ordered him to Wreſtle no more, 


litzy WM to avoid further occaſions of Quarrel. He lefe 
o te no Children : Puintillus left two, and Criſpus, 
2 0M 5 I ſaid, one Daughter. 

amih What an opinion the Emperors Valerian, 


Decivs, and Gallienus had of Claudius, whilſt 
he was their Subje& : and the probability that 
then appeared of his future Elevation, we may 
ke in theſe following Letters. 


A Letter of the Emperor Palerian 
* to Zoſamion the Procurator of the 
Province of Syria. 


Have given the Command of the Fifth Legion, 
called Martia, #nto Claudius z who #. an Il- 
lyrian borm, and a Man of ſo much Bravery and 
Honour , that his Equal is not eafily to be found 
m Ages paſt, You ſhall allow bim for hi Salary, 


ons 
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out of our Granaries every Year, 30900 Buſbel, 
Wheat ; 6000 Buſhels of Barley ; 2000 Pound 
Bacon; 3509 Quarts of Old Wine ; 150 Ouar 
of the beſt Oyl; 600 Luarts of other Oyl; » 
Buſhels of Salt; 150 Pound of Wax; Hay, Stray 
Vinegar, Roots , Herbs, as much as be wan 
- 20 Parcels of Skins (with 10 10 each Parcel) f, 
bs Tents; Mules every Year 6; Horſes 

Year 3 ; Camels every Y-ar 10; She- Mules emp 
Year 9g; of Wrought Silver every Year 50 Po 
weight ; Philips 150, having our Image 


them, yearly ; 47 more in Occaſional Preſents, alli 


162 Denieres. Alſo for Pots, Flaggons, 
and other Veſſels of Braſs , 22+ Pound weigh; 
Officers Coats, 2 ; Claſps of Silver, gilt, 2: (0k 
Buckle of Gold ; one Silver Belt, gilt ; one By 
ſet with two Gems of an Ounce weight: On 
Bracelet of 7 Ounces; one Collar of a Pun 
weight ; one Helmet, overlaid with Gold; tw 
Shields, inlaid with Gold ; one Cuiraſſe, whid 
he ſhall reſtore again ; two Herculean Favelm; 
ſhort Darts, two ; Sithes, two ; Hedge-Bills, fon: 
One Cook, whom he ſhall reſtore: One Multi 
whom be ſhall reſtore: Two Handſome Wome d 
ihe Caprives, for bus Miſtreſſes : One Albe or hi 
"eſt of Silk, trimmed with Purple: One 
Chambre, trimmed alike : One Secretary, 

he ſhall reſtore : One Sewer, whom be ſhall reſtart: 
Cyprian Table-Beds, two Pair: Linnen Veſt 
Plam, two: One Gown, which he ſhall reſtore : On 
Senaterian Robe, which be ſhall reſtore: Runnay 
Footmen, two: One Carpemeer : One Controller 
hu Houſhold ; One Water- Bayliff ; One Fiſherman: 
One C onfet}ioner. Of Wood every day, day 

P 
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Pamnd weight, if it us to be bad; or if not, as 


much as you conveniently can, Of Charcoal, every 


our Pans. One Bagnio-man ; and Wood far 


: , the Bath ; wnleſs he goes into the Publick Baths, 


And for other things, which for their minuteneſs 


cannot be ſpecified bere, you will furniſh him with 
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them according to diſcretion; that is ſo, as to give 
bim the thing s themſelyes in Specie 3 and not accor- 


97 il ding 70 the Value of them. If any thing of all this 


annuet be had at any place, let it not be Accounted, 
the Price of it be allowed in Money, I have 
verticularly appointed him all thu Proviſion and E- 
page, ot 4s 4 Tribune, but as a General; becauſe 
hew @ Man, who deſerves ro have tha and 
eater Honours ſhewn him. 


Letter of the Emperor Valerian to 
Ablavins Mnrena, the Captain of 


the' Guards. 


LAUDIUS, of whom you complained, 
and ſaid, the Senate'and the People did the 
ewe, that be was ſtill @ Tribune, and not pre- 
d to Command Armies; to ceaſe your Com- 
plats, is made the General of all the Province 
f Ulyricum. He bath wnder bis Command the 
Armies of Thrace, Mazhia, Dalmatia, Panno- 
nia, avd Dacia. I think bim ſo great @ Man, 
be may. expe&F, that -1 ſhall make him @ Conſul ; 
ond if it zs agreeable to bis mind, to be ſo, a Cap- 
lam of my Guards, I aſſure you, I bave appointed 
Mas great & Salary, as s allowed to the Gover- 
Pour 
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nour of Fgypt: And the ſame Cloaths as I piny 
to the Proconſul of Africa, and as much Mong 
as the Chief Fuſtice of Iilyricum receives, and 
as many Officers as I allow to my ſelf in evey 
City ; whereby all the World may ſee the Eſtern 
which I have for him. | 


A Letter of the Emperor Decius concerning 
Claudins. 


Decins to Meſſala, the Preſident 
Achaia, wiſheth Health: 


Mx ſome other things, fays he, Cludu 
the Tribune #s a wery fine Young Man, i 
ſtout Soldier, and a faithful Servant. He % ji 
for the Service of either the Camp, or the Senat, 
or the Court. We bave order'd bim to the Streight 
of Thermopylz, and to take care of the Pelopon 
neſe : Knowing no Perſong who can acquit bin 
ſelf better than he, of the Charge which wa git 
him. You will furniſh him with a Draught 
200 of the Dardarian Horſe, Too Cniraſſien, 
160 Light Horſe, 60 of the Cretian Arche 
and 19G0 well. Arm d Men of thi New Reeruiti; 
who are very fit to be put under bis Command, bt 
cauſe theve 1s no Perſon that hath more Zeal, mon 
Valour, more Prudence than be. 
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af A Letter of the Emperor Gallienus, 
Ver | 

Feem Othing troubles me more, than what you 


bave intimated, That Claudius my Kinſ- 
man and my Friend, #s wery Angry, upon ſome 
Supgeſtions againſt me, which are moſt of them 
iole I defire you therefore, my Venuſtus, at 
jou are faithful to me, by the means of Gratus 
md Herermianus; to reconcile him again, unknown 
to the Army in Dacia, who are out of Order al- 
ready, for fear they ſhould break out worſe : 1 have 
ſent a Preſent, which you will take care that it 
he well Accepted ; and not to let bim know, that 
I underfand his Reſentments, leſ be think_me 
avgry at bim, and « ſeeming neceſſity ſhould oblige 
bim to betake bimſelf to the laſk Meaſungs. * 1 
bave ſent him two Cups of Silver of three Pountd 
wht, ſet with Precious Stones: Two Cups of 
Gold of three Pound weight, ſet alſo with Precious 
Stones : A Baſon of Silver of twenty Poknd weight, 
mraven with cluſters of the Berries of Ivy: A 
er of Silver of thirty Pound weight, wrong ht 
in the Vine Leaf: Another great Plate of Silver 
her 9.23 Pound weight, wrought im the Toy Leaf: 
+; Another Serving- Diſh in Silver of 20 Pound 
weigbt, with « Mana Fiſhing repreſented upon it : 
Two Pots of Sihyer inlaid with Gold, of the 
weight of 6 Pound ; and other leſſer Veſſels of Sil- 
ver, to the weight of 2.5 Pound: Ten Fgypran 
Cups of ſeveral forts of exquifite Work: Two 
(lf Cloaks of right Purple, Bordered all about ; Six- 
teen ſeveral Veſts; One White Tunick of Silk, 
O 
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wrought with three Ounces of Gold, Three pair 
: of Buskins of the Parthiarr Mode : Ten Dalma- 
-” tian lutle Grrdles: One Cloak of the Dardanian 
Mode: One |||vrian Coat : Ore French Cloak; 
Two good Thick Ruggi : Four Spaniſh Handker- 
chiefs : 1575 Valenan's in Gold, and 300 Salonin', 


To this I ſhall only add the Judgment of the 

Senate, and the High Acclamations whnch they 

The high gave. him, whilſt yet a Private Perſon, upon 
_— che News of his Succeſs againſt the Gotbs and, 
4.1, Scythiens in Ilyricum, 1n a Battel in which he 


him by th 
_ " and Martianus Engaged them.. They cryed, 


The moſt Valiant Claudius, we Salute you; Wh, 
Congratulate your Bravery and your Fidelity. We 
unanimouſly Decree a Statue to be eredted to the 
Honour of Claudius. We all deſire to bave Claw 
dius to be a Conſul. He bath atted like @ Man, 
that lowes bis Country and bis Prince. The 4» 
tient Roman Warriors did thus, You are Hap, 
Claudius, i the good Opinion of the Princes, We 
Congratulate your Virtues, and deſire your Proms 
tion. May you Live, and be beloved by the Emperar, 


Te would be too long, to go through all 
Elogies, which this Great Man / delery 
Only one thing I ought not to forbear co, fay 
more, which is, That both the Senate and the 
People Loved him,, betore his Reign, in his 
Reign, and after his Reign ; that certainly net- 
ther Trajan, nor the Antoninuſſes, nor any other 
former Prince hath, in that reſpec; been lo 


very Happy as he. 
THE 
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Cybele, which is a time that with us 
we know is very pleaſant, and full 
of all Mirth and Freedom both in 
our Words and A&ions ; the honotrable the 
Governour of the City 'of Rome, Thninus T i. Occi/ionof 
tirianus, whom: I cannot mention but with a #2 Au- 
ticular ReſpeR, took. tne wich him, after —_— oy 
2 Ceremony of the Day was over, in his 7, ©" 
O73 Chariot 
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Chariot from the Palace to- the Gardens of 
Varius; and as his Mind was then at eaſe, and 
free from the Cares and the Thoughts of the 
publick Afﬀairs, he did me the Honour to En- 
tain me With a great many things, and eſpe 
cially about the Lives of the Roman Empe 
rors. Pafting by the Temple of the Sun, 
which had been built by the Emperor Avwrelian, 
from whom Funins Tiberianwns derived in part 
his own Blood and Family, he ask'd me, what 
Perſon had writ the Life of that Prince; [ 
told him, 1 had read his Hiſtory by ſome Greet 
Authors, but never by any Romer, At which 
he fighed and ſaid, Amongſt the Antients, not « 
Therſites nor a Sinon, nor any remarkable, thi 
a monſtrous ſort of a Man gp but wy 
know him wery well, and bus Charater us recar- 


ded to Poſterity, And the Memory of | 
renowned and ſo — 8 Prince, as Aure- 
lian be forgotten, by whom the whole Wild 


was regained to the Obedience of the Romans? 
God deliyer us from this folly! If I miſtakent, 
we have a fournal of this Prince by us, and hi 
Wars digeſted in @ due order of Hiſtory. 1 
wiſh that you would take them and conſider them, 
and add the things to them ;hat you find rels 
ting to by Life. I will promiſe to furniſh «548 
with that fonrnal, out of the Uipian . Library. 
You will ſee, it contains almoſt all things concer- 
wing bim; becauſe it w a Book im which the Or- 
currences of every day, as they bappened, were (t 
down by bs own eſvecial Order. Ss I would de 
fire yuu to repreſent bim to the World, juſtly as be 
was, to your Power, 

0 
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: I ſubmitted to what the Governour ſaid and 
« | commanded me, and I furniſhed my ſelf both 
» = with the Greek Hiſtorians, and all things elle 
» WU necelfary to my purpoſe, our of which | have 
. | compiled according to the beſt of my Judg- 
n, Y ment, his ſmall Treatiſe which I here de- 
n {fire to make a Preſent of, Sir, to you. And 


nt I if this does not fatisfie you, I can only refer 
x you to the Greek Originals, and to the Jour: 
1 MW nal in the Uſpian Library, which you may be 
4 WW free to examin when you pleaſe. 
þ We had ſome Diſcourſe, whilſt we were in 
; WI the ſame Chariot together, concerning Trebel- 
7 WH fins Polio, who hath written an Account of all 
the Emperors, whether of famous or of ob- 
{cure Note, from the Two Philips to the Em- 
peror Claudizs and his Brother ®pmtillas, The 
Governour ſaid, That Trebellius Pollio had de- 
livered ſeveral things without due care, and 0- 
thers too ſhort, « To which I made him anſwer, 
That there is noWriter of Hiſtory, but what bath h:s 
Miſtakes in one kind or other, I ſhew'd him par- 
ticularly in what Livy, in what Salsff, in what 
Cornelizes Tacitus, in what Trogus Pompeius are 
enidently miſtaken, and proved to be ſo. He 

reed wich me, and giving me his Hand very 
Toſantly, {aid, Write, as thou wilt. You may 
be ſure, whatever you ſay, you lye with good Com- 
Oc. I 2419, and no leſs than the Chief Hiſtorians that 
al” ſo much admired im the World. | 
J. & To make no further Preamble then, which Exrra9:- 
; i © ould but be imperunent; the Emperor Au- 97 9 Au- 

'W rthan was born at the Town of Stmwm, in the ©1140 
1 | Lower Pannonia or Sctewonia; that is, the ge- 

O 3 neraluy 
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nerality of Men place his Birth there. Some 
p1ve him to the Province of Dacia Ripenſi ; 
and one Author I remember I have read, that 
makes him to be born in Mzſia. As it often 
happens in Perſons, who raiſe themſelves {o 
rom a low Birth, that the true place of their 
Nativity is unknown ; and in the mean time 
others are deviſed or diſſembled for them, 
which may ſeem to refle& upon them a greater 
Honour. However, it is not a matter of ſuch 
moment to know of a great Prince where h; 
was born ; as what ſgoalized him, and mad 
him great, Do we admire Plato becauſe ty 
was born at Athens, or becauſe he was fo fin 
ular and fo illuſtrious a Philoſopher ? Orar 
Ariftotle and Leno, the lels becaule they weſt 
born 1n the little Villages of Stagire and Els} 
Or is Anacharſ;s the meaner, becauſe he was i 
Scythian born 2 When the Merits of the Phy 
loſophy of all theſe have every where railed 
their Fame to the Heavens. 

Aurelian was born of an obſcure Family, 
and mean Parents, He had a great vivaciy 
of Wit from his firſt Years, He was remark 
ably ſtrong of Body, and never paſſed a Da 
though 1g was a Holy-day, and a time of pu 
lick reſt, without exercifing himſelf at the js 
velin, the Arrow, and other Arms. | Callicratu 
Tyrius, Who is one of the moſt Learned Gre 
cran Writers, ſays, that the Mother of Awe 
lien was a Prieſteſs of the Temple of the Sun, 
in that Village where ſhe and her Husband 
uved, and that ſhe had ſomething of the Powet 
pf Divination in her; particularly once revr 


log 
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ling the follies of her Husband, and his low 
Condition, ſhe ſaid to him, Tow, the Father of 
an Emperor! As 1t ſhe had a preſcience of 
Aarelian's being: hereafter an Emperor ; which 
yer further he:fays, was predited by many 0- 
ther Tokens. . A Serpent came and incircled Omens of 
it ſelf often about the Veſſel, in which he was 41s furure 
'waſhed ; nor would his Mother, when ſhe ſaw X2"- 
it, ſuffer 1t to be killed, but made nuuch of it; 
and it eſcaped the Attempts that were made 
by any to Pl it, The Emperor then 1eign- 
ak ing having made an Offering to the Temple 
wy [3 the Sun, where Aurelian's Mother was a 
6, Wl Priefiels, of a Cloak of and wy ſhe cook it 
and cut into Swathing Cloaths tor her Child. 
At the ſame time ſhe had a Calf born of a won- 
va] derfdl bigneſs, white, ſpotted with purple, and 
upon his Skin, on the one fide, was the figure 
Ys of a Crown; on the other, the word ve, 
= that 1s, Hail; a Salutation given to the Em- 
| peror. The before-mentioned Callicrates Tyrius 
produces many more Omens, which [I ſhall o- 
mit,. becauſe I think them ſuperfluous. When 
Aurelian was ſent Embaſlador into Per/ia, he 
v4 preſented there with a piece of Plate of the 
e fort as the Kings of Perſia are uſed to , 
preſent to the Roman Emperors, and upon it 
"WW was engraved the Sun, in the fame form 1n_ 
7" which he is worſhipped in that Temple, where 
""Y his Mother was a Prieſteſs. Together with 
WF this, the King of Perſis gave him a noble Ele-: 
nd phant, which Aurelian preſented 'again. to the 
Emperor his Maſter ; Thele, co mention no 
more, were Omens of his future Grandeur. 
O 4 He 
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His Per- 
ſonage. 


His Afti- by this Name. He did ſeveral great Actions 
ons, whi'ſt whilſt he was but 12 2 private Quality. He 


Pi private 
Man, 
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He was handſonie as to his Perſon, well 
made, tall, robuſt, with a good Grace, and a 
manly Mien; he eat and drank freely, rarely 
had to do with Women, extraordinary tric, . 
a great Maſter of Military Diſcipline, and very, 
defirous to be drawing the Sword.. There were 
two Aurelians together in the: Army, and 
both of them at the ſame time Tribunes. The ' 
other was taken Prifoner with the Emperor 
Valerian by the Perſians, The Army for dr 
{tinction gave this Aurelian the Nick-name of 
Hand to the Sword, becauſe he was fo quick 
at it upon all occaſions, and he was known 


alone defeated and repulfed the Sarmate, in att | 
Ircuption which they made into. the Province 

of Illyricum, when he had with him no more ; 
than three hundred Garriſon-Men. Theocliu, 
an Hiſtorian, ſays, that in the Sarmatian War, 
Aurelian with his own hand killed in in | 


eight and forty ; and at feveral times 1n alh 
above nine hundred and fifty. Songs and 
Dances were made upon his Exploits, which Ih 
were ſung upon.the Feſtival Days in publigk 
by the Youth, co this purpoſe : ," "ii 


A Thouſand, a Thouſand, a Thouſand have we 
cut off ; one Man bath killed a Thouſand, 6 
Thouſand, a Thouſand; let him live a Thow 
ſand, a Thouſand, a Thouſand Years, that bail 
killed a Thouſand, @ Thenſand Enemies, © 


: Whulf 
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Whilſt he was the Tribune of the f1xth Le- 
ion, Which was at Mentz 1n Germany, he gave 
+ Franks ſuch a blow; as they made their 
xcurſfions up and down Gellis, that he killed 

en Hundred of them, and took three Hun- 
Ired others Priſoners, whom he ſold for Slaves. 
Then this Song was made of him,” . 


A Thouſand Franks, & Thouſand Sarmatians, 
faln by our Hend; g Thouſand, a Thouſand, 
bowſaud, a Thouſand, a Thouſand Pertians, 
t, ſhall yield to our Command, 


He wade himſelf co be fo feared by the Sol- His frift 
Ss under him, that afeer he had once with D!/crp/rne 
Wat ſeverity correfted a Fault, none dared 
commit it again, He puniſhed the Adul- 
xy of a Soldier, that had lain with his Land- 
xd's Wife, in this unheard of manner. He 
auſed two Trees to be forcibly bent- down- 
ard, and to the Heads of them he tied the 
vor Man's Feet, and then on a ſudden he 
x both the Trees tly up again, whnch tore 
im alive in Two, and part of him was letc 
anging by the one Tree, and part by the 0- 
ter; chis Thing ſtruck a great- Terror into 
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A Letter of Aurelian to his Lieute. 
nant concerning the Diſcipline 
which he would have to be key: 
among the Soldiers, ſays thus, 


S you ever hope to be your ſelf a Ci 

, manider, of a Legion ; nay, a1 you di 
but to preſerve your own Life in Safety, bridi 
the Licentiouſneſs of Soldiers. Let not a Ma 
fteal a Chicken, nor touch a Sheep, nor tak þ 
way a Grape, nor weſte the Corn, which u 6, 
nother's. Let no Man"exat# either Ol, or Sh; 
or Firmp, but be content with bis allowance, 
let bim take bis Prey upon the Enemy, and m 
force the Tears of the Subjets of the Roma 
Empire. Let all their Arms be kept clean al 
bright, and (harp; and their Shooes and Chat 
in good order, and let them keep Money in tht 
Pockets, and not ſpend it all at the Sutlers, It 
every Man have bu Collar, bis Bracelet, and bi 
Ring, and look after bs own Horſe, and not ſt 
his Beaft's Proviſion frim him, and let him tal 
eare in bis turn of the Baggage. Let them al 
be ready to aſſiſt one another. Let the Pljþ 
cians toke notbing of them for their Cure wha 
fick. Let them give nothing to the Sootbſajoiih ., 
Let them live wirtuouſly in their Luarters, 
be that creates Diſturbances, let him be beaten. 


Next follows a Letter of the Emperor / 


lerian concerning Awrelian, Thus mm 
ate 


ol.ll. Emperor Aurelian. 


Ltely found in the Ulpian Library 
publick Records, and I chough 
o be taken as it 15, 


» amongſt 
© it proper 


e Emperor Yalerian to Antonings 
Gallus the Conſul. 


OU blame me in your kind Letter to me, 
for committing my Son Gallienus, rather 

the care of Poſthumius, ths to Aurelian ; be- 
+ you think, that both the Boy and the Army 

wid be the beſt under the latter, as the ſewerer 
ſon, But you will not long be of thu mind, 
you conſider well, bow great the Severity of 
lurelian is. He hath too much of it. He «s 
welive, He is grievomw, which does not apree 
well with theſe preſent times. T proteſt be- 
all the Gods, I was afraid, that if my Son had 
any thing amiſs, as Boys are naturally prone 

| do, he would bave been too ſevere upon bim 
i" it, and no more have ſpared him than ano- 


There is another Letter of the Emperor 
alerian, which 1s full of the Praiſes of Aure- 
an, and which I have met with amongſt the 


1"WMecords of the Governour of the City of Rope. 


tis written upon the occaſion of Aureliar's 
Iming to Rome, to appoint his Salary during 
$ ſtay there, ' 


The 


| 
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' The Emperor Yalerian to Cejony 
Albinus the Governour of the Ciy 


of Rome. 


WE- ſhould be glad, out of our. Love * 
very individual Perſon, who # faith 


and zealow in the Service of the State, to. alu 
them much greater Salaries than what their 
demands ; eſpecially, when their Lives rendn t 
commendable the Honour that they poſſeſs. | 
cauſe there ought to be a Regard, 1 think, 
to Merit, over and above the "7 of a 
Commiſſion. But the Neceſſities of the Publ 
make it ſo at preſent, that I can give to 
out of the Stores of the Empire more thant 
Order and their Quality requires, Aurclian 
a Man of great Capacity and Bravery, whon| 
have appomted to mſpett and regulate all 
Camps and Garriſons, My ſelf, and the wit 
Empire, by the common Confeſſion of the whit 
Army, # ſo much indebted to bim, that ſea 
any Preſents can be made worthy of bim, ort 
great for hus Meris» For # he not in all reſpedl 
HWuftriouws, and to be compared to the Corvin) 


il 


i 
[ 
F 


a4 


h 


1 


and the Scipio's of former times ? He « the rf 


lrverer of Illyricum. He « @ Reftorer of Gik 
lia. ' He s @ Commander deſerving the Imit 


tion of all the World. And yet I can add wi 


thing to the acknowledgment which @ due to th 


Services of ſo great a Perſon; beſides, what tht 
Condyun 


fol.IIl, Emperor Aurdlian. 


wdition of the publick Affairs, and the well- 
Vern thereof will permit me. - You will 
Wherefore, dear Sir, take care to appoint for bis 
Bſe, during bis aboge at Rome, per diem, 
xteen Loaves of the beſs Bread ; forty Loaves 
the Camp-bread ; forty Quarts of Wine for 
s Table; a couple of Pullets; balf a Pig; 
urty Pounds of Pork; forty Pownds of Beef ; 


| [ 


q 
TE oats as much as be wants, And to diſtinguiſh 
w, bowever, in ſomething extraordinary, you 
ſupply him with Forage for bis Horſes, as 
8s be ſtays at Rome. To bimſelf in Mo- 
y towards bis Expences, you fball give every 
y two Antoninulles i» Gold, fifty Philips av 
er, and a bundred Penies in Braſs. The reſt 


be ſupplied by the Officers of the Treaſury. 


Theſe things may. perhaps by ſome, be 
wughe frivolous, and too light: to be taken 
ce of here; but Curioſity, which neglects 
thing, will be my excule. 


4 
TL; 
| 


Aurelian, at ſeveral times commanded divers 
mies ; likewiſe he was Tribune ſucceflively 
2 great many Legions, and he was Lieute- 
int upon ſeveral occations, to almoſt forty 
mEommanders and Tribunes ; that is, to com- 
DrB@:ind their Forces for them in their ſickneſs 
3 tblence. He ſupplied the Command of 

Mins Crinitus in tus hckneſs, who was one 
xi at derived himſelf from Trajan, and was 
the 


004 
bel 
gt 
ell 


, x 


ally a very brave Man, and much likes that 
Prince. 
{un 


; Quare of the beſt. Ol; owe Luart of 
ber Oy ; one Quart of Pickle; Herbs and 
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Prince. Aurelian and Ulpins Crinitus have the 
Piures both together, ſet up in the Temyy 
of the Sun. The Emperor Yalerian deſigns 
to advance the latter to the degree of a Ce 
In the place therefore of this Perſon, AM 
lian headed his Army againſt the Enemy. & 
beat the Enemy and re-eſtabliſhed the limy 
of the. Empire, and took a great Booty. [ 
enriched the Province of Thrace with the Cy 
tel, Horſes, and Slaves that he took. He vi 
dorned the Palace of Rome with the Tropha 
of his Victorv, He brought in five handy 
Slaves, two thouſand Cows, a thouſand Hor 
een thouland Sheep, fifteen thouſand Goay 
into one place in the Country belongings 
the Emperor Valerian. Upon which Uhm 
Crinitus publickly thank'd Valerian, as he 
in the Baths at Byzaztiumw, for the Honay 
which his Majeſty had done him, by gw 
him Aurelian to be his Liefenant, and at th 
ſame time he relolved to adopt Aure/tan tow 


his :Son. 


The Letter of che Emperor Valerian, where 
in he ſubſtituted Awre/ian in the place of UF 


pies Crinizus, was this, 


My dear Aurelian ; I 


V0 J Ere there any Perſon ſo agrteable to fo 


as you, whom 1 could ſubſtitute to cape 
mand in the place of Ulpius Crinitus, 1 Mme 
put bis Virtues in competition with yoars upon 10a 
occaſion, But, do you undertake the War on | 
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t e of Nigeboli, that the Sickneſs of Crinitus 


mplMmoy mot create ws @ prejudice. I do net ak you 
pnel1o do great things, but what you can; the Army 
2a vil be at your Command. You will have three 
Au Mindred lturean Archers; fix bundred Arme- 
HeMnians ; one hundred and fifty Arabians 5 two bun 
imnM4:d Saracens ; ſour hundred Meſopotamians, . 
Hel Auxiliaries ; roger ber with theſe, you bave the 
CalMTtird Legion, and eight hundred Horſe in com- 
le »Miplear Armour. You will be joyned by Hartomun- 
ph des; Haldegaſtes, Hildemundus, and Cariovi- 
drditus. The neceſſary, Proviſions for 'you are laid 
| by tbe Officers in all our Garriſon, Tou, m 
oa hor great Prudence and Knowledge of War, will 
1g WWule care to Lodge your Men, Winter or Summer 
hai» places where they ſhall want nothing ; and 
Wallis to find out the Camp of the Enemy, and to 
wm yourſelf exattly of the Strength and Nums. 
vinghlt of them ; and to ſee that no waſte be made 
8p the 1/3ne, Proviſions, or Arms, in which con- 
0 WW: the Force and Fortune of any War, By the 
þ of God, I bope for as much Aſſiſtance from 
, & if Trajan was living, the Publick would 
| wm bim. Nor are you inferior to him, into whoſe 
Ulace and Truſt I have choſen you. You may ex- 
#, that I ſhall appoint Ulpius Crinitus and you 
tbe Conſuls the next Year,from the 1 1th. of the Ka- 
ad: of June, in 1he places of my Son and me. Your 
barges (ball be born out of the publick Treaſury: 
Wn it i the fitteſt thing in the World, to eaſe the 
feurmſt ances of ſuch Perſons as you, who wholly 
themſelves, not in ſeeking your own Ad- 
lage, but in the Service of the State. 


UI 


Hence 
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Hence we ſee further, how great a My 


Aurelian then was ; nor indeed does any ons 
alcend the Empire in his Age, but who fron 
his Youth, raiſes himſelt gradually towards | 
by the ſteps of Virtue. 


The Letter concerning the Conſulſhip & 
Aurelian was this. 


The Emperor 7alerian unto iu 
Xifidius, the Keeper of the Tre 
ſury. 


WE ſod!l give to Aurelian, whom I bo 
made a Conſul, towards bis exhibition of | 
Games of the Cirque, becauſe as great and «th 
ſerving a Man as be « in all Reſpefts, be is put 
three hundred Antoninuſſes #2 Gold ; three ths 
ſand little Philips in Silwer, and fifty thou/a 
Seſterces in Braſs ; ten Veſts of fine wroujs 
Stuff; twenty Linen Veſts of the Egyptian Wat; 
two Pair of the Cyprian Table-Cloths ; teh 
ces of African Tapeſtry ; ten Barbary Cary; 
a hundred Hogs, and @ hundred Sheep. Yau 
make a publick Entertainment for the Senata!, 
and the Roman Gentry ; and offer to the God, 
iwo greater and four leſſer Sacrifices, 


I have made ſome mention before of 
Deſign of Ulpiws Crinitus to adopt Aureliav i 
be his Son. I hope it will neither be mn 


proper nor tedious to inſert, for the great? 
Hon! 


i 
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Honour of Aurelian, a more p1:ticula 1count 
of that M xiiter, according as | find 1 » the 
Ninth Book of the Ads of Acholins, wi. was 
Maiter of the Ceremomies to the Emp. >r 
Valerian. 


This Ceremony was performed at the City Partou- 


of ByZantuum, where the Emperor /alerian 
being ſeaced upon a Throne 1n the Baths, and 


lar Honor , 
done to 
h1m by 


the Troops drawn up by him, and the Ofh- Valerian. 


cers of the Court attending him, together 
with Memmirns Fuſcas, the Conſul tor the Year ; 
Bebius Macer, the Captain of the Guards ; 
Funtus Acarius, the Preſident of the Eaft, 
waiting on the righe Hand of him ; and on 
the lett, Amulius Saturnimus the.General of the 
Frontiers againſt the Scythians, Murentius the 
Governour of Egypt ; Fulius Trypbo, the Com- 
mander on the Frontiers of the Eaſt; Mz- 
wu Brunduſinus, the General of the Proviſions 
of the Eaſt; Ulpins Crinitus, the General of 
Ihricum and Thrace; and Fulvius Boius, the 
General in Rbet:a. In this great Appearance 
the Emperor Valerian exprelled himſelf ro Au- 
rhan thus. 


The whole Empire gives you thanks, Aure- 
lan, for delivering it from the Power ef the 
Goths, Through you, we abound with Booty ; 
we abound in Honour, and all things, by which 
the Happineſs of the Roman Name s mcreaſed. 
I give you therefore for the Noble Altions which 


1% have done, four Mural Crowns, five other 


Crowns of thoſe that are for entring the Ene- 


mes Works; two Naval Crowns, and two 
P Civick 
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Civick Crowns ; ten Favelins ; four parti-colow. 
ed Standards ; four red ducal Veſts ; two Gloak, 
ſuch as are worn by the Proconſuls ; one Conſulg 
Robe; one triumphal Veſt ; ons triumphs! Gown, 
a Mantle of State, and a Chair of Ivory; which laf, 
the Mark of the Dignity of a Conſul, for [0 I a. 
pojnt you to be this day ; and I ſhall write to the $4 
nate to ſend you the Ivory Staff and the Rods, whid 
are the other Enſigns of that Dignity. 


Aurelian, after his Majeſty had thus ſpoke, 
approached to him and kifſed his Hand, and 
returned his Thanks to his Majeſty in the 
Words following. 


I truly , may it pleaſe your moſt excelent Majthy, 
have therefore done and ſuffered all that hath beena 
Power, ind I bave taken all the Pains 1 coull 

to ſerve the States, on purpoſe that I might oblige, 
and at the ſame time diſcharge @ good Conſcience; 
the Senſe whereof, joyned. with the Thanks of th 
State, 1 alone a Reward ſufficient for me, But yur 
Majeſty bath done much more, I give your Majefy 
thanks for your Goodneſs, and I accept the Conſulſhy 
at your Hands. The Gods gram, and particulath, 
our aſſured God the Sun, that the Senate may judge 


as kindly of me. 
Then all the Company complemented the 


Emperor, and next Ulpiss Crinitus ſtood up 
and ſaid; 


May it pleaſe your Majefty, 
As it was antiently a Cuſtom amongſt the be 


of our Fore-fathers, to adopt Perſons of Worth and 
Brave!) 
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Bravery to be their Sons; thereby, either to con- 
tinue their decaying Families, or to add a new 
Honour to them, by the means of ſuch a worthy 
Alliance which hath particularly bees done oficn 
in my Family, in the adoption of Ulpius Trajan, 
by Cocceius Nerva ; the adoption of Hadrian, 
by Trajan ; the adoption of Antoninus by Ha- 
drian, and others fince; ſo it # likewiſe my de- 


fre at this time, to adopt Aurelian, to be my Son, He is + 
of whom your Majeſty in your Wiſdom hath (o 4'pted by 


much approved, that you bave made him my 
Lieutenant, and put him in my abſence, to com- 
mand my Army. Your Majeſty may therefore 
pleaſe to order it to paſs into @ Law, that Au- 
relian be the Heir of the Name, Goods, and all 
the Rights of what kind ſoever, of me Uipius 
Crinitug, according as your Majeſty hath been 
Pleaſed to make him alſo « Conſul with me. 


The Eraperor complemented Crinitas in re- 
turn, and the Adoption of Awrelian was ac- 


cording to Cuſtom ratified. What a certain 


Greek Author ſays, as I remember, that the 
Emperor commanded Crinizus to adopt Anre- 
lian, becauſe he was poor, I muſt leave to the 
Reader. I have ſaid, that the Emperor bore 
the Charge, of the Games, with which Anre- 
len entertain'd the People, at his encrance 
into his Conſulſhip ; and I did ic for this rea- 
ſon eſpecially, to mark the Modeſty of the 
Expences of thoſe times, in compariſon with 
the Expences of others fince. For we have 
lately ſeen the Gaines preſented in the Cirque 
by Furids Placidus upon his Conlulſhip, in 
P 2 which 
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which the Jockies and the Coachmen haye 
had Eſtates rather given them, than their pro- 
per Wages ; Cloaths of Silk, fine Linens, Hor- 
ſes; at which ſober Men have been much troy. 
bled, becauſe it looks as if the Riches of 2 
Man, more than his Virtue, had made him 
Conſul. And perhaps many a one, who far 
his Virtue deſerves to be a Conſul, would be 
ruined by ſuch an Expence. But thoſe chaſ 
times are paſt, and by a popular Ambition 
which reigns amongſt us,we depart from then 
every day more and more. But this allo 
leave to the Reader. 

Aurelian, raiſed by the Reputation of þ 
many and fo great Characers as thele, ap- 
peared with ſo much luſtre in the Reign & 
Claudius, that after his Death and the Death 
of his Brother Luintillzs, he ſucceeded upon the 
Throne of the Empire. There 1s a great«d 
agreement in this place in our Hiſtories cor 
cerning the Death of Aurelius, with whom 
the Emperor Gallienus agreed to a Peace ; 
whether he was killed by Aureolan, without, or 
with the Order and Conſent of Claudius ; and 
whether he was killed by Aurelian, after or 
b<tore he came to the Empire? For in al 
thele Queſtions the Hiſtorians, and particu 
cularly the Greek, differ from one another. 
However ut is, we are very ſure of this, that 
the Emperor Claudius committed the War 4 
gainlt the Scytbians, to the Care of none more 
than Awrel;an, 1 will give you here the Lev 
ter of C/audins tor that purpole. 


The 


Vol. II. Emperar Aurclian. 


The Emperor Flayinus Claudins to 
Palerius Aurelian, wilheth Health. 


()3* Afﬀairs at thu time require your accu- 
ſtomed Bravery. Be quick: Why ſhould 
you delay ? The whole Army us ordered to march 
under your Condutt, The Goths are to be attacked, 
and ro be expelled the Country of Thrace. They 
lie a great many of them about the Mountains 
Hzmus and Rulla : They do much Miſchief, 
bemg returned from the flight, to which you laſt 
ſaw them reduced. All the Forces of Thrace and 
lllyricum, and afl that Frontier [ piace under 
your Hands. Now let us bave a ſtroak of your 
wonted Gallantry, My Brother Quintillus will 
be one that will join you. I am taken up with 
other Aﬀairs, ſo that I entruſs ths whole 
M#ter to your Valour TI have ſent you ten Hor+ 
ſer, two Coats of Mail, and ſuch things as it s 
fit you ſhould be provided with againſt your 
412 


Aurelian fought, and fo profperonily de- 
ated the Enemy in ſeveral Battles, that he 
did great Service to the Empire by n ; there- 


213 


fore after the Death of Claudius, hz was by He ts d-- 


the Legions unanimouſly advanced to take his , ar d 
cror 


t/'e 


place. Under the ſame Reign, he tought alſo 
very bravely with the Suev:, and the Sarmatz, 
and he gained over thoſe a moſt flouriſhing 
Victory. 

P 


Aurelian 


Fm- 
by 


A W!Y, 


The Mar- 
comann1 


defeated, 
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Aurelian ſoon after he was elevated to the 
Emyire, had a War with the Marcomannz, who 
out of Germany making a ſudden Irruption in- 
to Italy, in which, by a miſtake, he did not 
take care to front them immediately in the 
beginning, whilſt he was preparing to charge 
them behind, they laid waſte all the Country 
about M:lan. However, the Harcomanni were 
overcome at laſt ; but in the mean time their 
Ravages were a matter of great Conſternz 
tion to all at Rome, where the People broke 
out into great Sedition, out of an apprehet 
fron that they ſhould ſee the Empire torn 1n- 
to pieces again, as1t Was before in the time 
of Galliemss. The Books of the Sibyls, fo well 
known for the publick Good done by them, 
were upon this occaſion conſulted ; and it was 
found, that at certain places there ſhould be 
Sacrifices uſed, to ſtop the Courle of the Bare 
barians ; in Virtue whereof, they would not have 
the Power to paſs further up into the Coun- 
try. This was done acordingly with all care; 
the Barbarians ſtopt upon it, and as afterwards 
they were roving up and down 1n diſorder, 
Aurelian came upon them and {lew them. 1 
will give you the debate of the Senate at this 
time, concerning the inſpecting the Books of 
the Sybils. 


Upon the third day of the Ides of Fanuary, 
the Senate being aſſembled, Fulvins Sabinw 
_ Prztor of the Cuy of Rome ſpoke thus to 
them. 


Fathers 


- ww ww ao — PISS —Y i. —_ _ 
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Fathers of the Senate, 
{ Am to acquaint you, that it is the ſuggeſtion 
of the Chief Priefts, as well as it ts the Order, 
by Letter , of the Emperor Aurelian, that the 
Books of the Sibyls, in which the Secrets of the 
Deſtinies are contained, be now inſpefted ; in 
bopes thence is diſcover by the Holy Will of the 
Gods, a means of putting an end to this War. You 
tuw very well, that as often as any extraordina- 
ry caſe ariſes, it ws the Cuſtoni always to InſpeF 
* thoſe Books ; nor have we been delivered from the 
Publick Ewils, which bawve dt any time beſet us, 
but by following their Ordey, and by performing 
ſuch Sacrifices, as we find to be appointed us 


there. 


Then Ulpins Silanus, whoſe place it was to 
pe his Opinion the firſt, ſtood up and 


id; 


Fathers of the Senate, 
[7 s wery Late, for us, at this day, to begin to 
4 conſult about the Safety of the State ; It is 
very late for us, now to Conſult the Books of 
the Sybils, when we know not what elſe to do; 
like ſome ſick Perſons, who ſend net for the Phy. 
ſfician, but in the greateſt extremity ; to which yet 
it is never good to truſt ; becauſe all Diſeaſes are 
the beſt taken and obviated in the beginning. You 
may remember, Gentlemen, that I bawve often 
from this place told you, even then, when firſt 
the news came of an Irruption of the Marcoman- 


Ml, that the Decrees of the Sibyls owg bt to be con- 
P 4 ſulted; 
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ſulted ; and that we ſhould ſerve our ſelves of 


tbe aſſitances of Apollo, and keep to the Pre. 
cepts of the immortal Gods, But my Motion wa 
rejefled, and that too not without a great deal of 
reproach from ſome, who im flaitery to Aurelian 
anſwered, that under the Conduit of ſo brany 
a Prince, there was no neceſſity of conſulting the 
Gods ; as if he did not himſelf revere the Gods, 
and hope for the ſucceſs of his Arms from then 
immortal Powers., In ſhort, you b4ve heard by 
Letter, wherein be begs the Divine aſſiſtance, which 
it « never unworthy the greateſt Man to ds 
Therefore let the Prieſts, with all Purity, Clean. 
neſs, and Santtity, prepared as well in their Mini: 
as Habits for ſo ſacred a Work, immediately 1+- 
pair to the Temple; and with due Reverence jt 
ruſe the Holy Books, and examine what s tht 
eternal will of the Fates ; and we, on our parti 


ſhall wot be wanting to perform the Sacrifices, and 


obſerve the Solemnity, which the Gods require 


of us. 


The reſt of the Senators in order, being 
askt their Opinions, they all, ſome one way, 
ſome another declared their Conſent, that the 
Books of the Siby/s ſhould be conſulted, and 
the At paſt for the Purpoſe, Then to the 
Capitol] they went; the ſaid Books were ex 
amined ; ſome Verſes out of them were pitch- 
ed upon; then the City of Rome was Purgedtby 
Sacrifice; a Proceſſion was made round the 
City, and the Suburbs ; the Verſes were Sung, 
and all the Ceremony whatever that was re* 
quired, was accordingly performed, Ma 

ow 


I, 8 Yol. Il Emperor Aurelian: 


of Now the Letter of Aurelian to the Senate, 
re Win which he pur them upon the Conſulting 
vs | the ſame Books, was this. | 


lan | Admire, my good Fathers, that you bave, (o 

long heſitated about opening the Books of the 
the Wl Sibyls; as if it was a matter that was referred 
pd:, Wl rather to a Congregation of Chriftians, who are 
beir Wl the Enemies of our Religion and our Gods, than 
by Wl to Perſons Zealow as you are for the Honour of 
bich Wl the one and the other, I would deſire you to ſet 
ds. Wh the Prieſts immediately and religiouſly about it; that 
ean Wl with the ſolemn Ceremonies and Rites, which ſhall 
indi Wl there appear ro be appointed, you may aſſiſt jour 
re Wl Prince, now labouring under great difficulties. Let 
pt- Wl the Books be inſpeffed ; and what things are there- 
the Wl in required to be done, let them be dove. For my 
port, 1 ſhall ſpare for no Coffs, The Captives 
that I hawe of any Nation, and any of the Ani- 
mals of the nobleſt kind, belonging to me, I freely 
offer for Sacrifices. It 1s no leſſening to a Vitory, 
to be aſſiſted mm it by the Gods, In the times of 


ended in this manner, T have writ to the Keeper 
of the Exchequer to dwburſe, whatever the 
Charge s. You may command thence what Money 


jou think fit ; and 1 am glad to find, that the 
Coffers are well provided. 


That which was the occaſion of all this con- 
cern for inſpe&ting the Books of the Sibylr, 
Was ; Aurehian had ſuffered a great defeat from 
the Enemy at Piacenzs ; and-had it not been 


that after the examination of the ſaid Books, 
low and 


owr Anceſtors, divers Wars have been begun and 
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. but one vile and wretched Witneſs; when the 
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and the performance of the Sacrifices by them 
required, the Divine Aid interpoſed to Con- 
found and Aﬀright the Barbarians with Viſ 
ons, Speares, and Prodigies, which gave A 
relian at length the advantage over them, the 
Victory in this War might have been loſt to 
the Romans, and even the Empire in danger ta 
be. ſo too. For the Barbarians, by the mean 
of the Woods, and the Faſtnefſes, into which 
they threw themſelves, were otherwiſe toq 
{ubtil for us, and did fo annoy us upon oct 
{fio0n, that we ſhould not have reduced them, 
upon the fingle ſtrength of our Arms. 

After the Marcomannick War was ended, 4v 
relian came to Rome ; full of Anger and Re 
venge, as he was naturally Fierce of himlelf, 
for the Seditions, which had there been railed 
in his abſence.” Though he was otherwiſe 4 
good Prince, he ſuffered his Paſſions to trat- 
ſpore him beyond meaſure, and eo puniſh ſome 
things Cruelly, which might have been treat 
ed with a gentler Hand. He not only put to 
death the Authors of thoſe Seditions, bu allo 
ſome noble Senators; againſt whom appeared 


matter of the Crime objected, was of (o (light 
a Nature, that a milder Prince would have 
contemned it. In fine, the fame of his Reign 
which had been hitherto great, and had juſtly 
gained him many Friends, was obſcured and 
wounded by the marks of his exceſlive Seve- 
rity. He began to be feared, rather than 
loved. Some ſaid, they hated him; rather 
than wiſh'd his Proſperity ; others ſaid that hs 


Was 
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was indeed a good Phyſician, but his Medi- 
eines were the bittereſt in the World. After 
theſe things therefore, fearing again the mil- 
chiefs might be revived, which happened in 
the time of Galienas, he with the Advice of 
the Senate extended, and new fortified the 
Walls of the City of Rowe. He did not then 
extend the Terricories of the City without the 
Wallsz but he did afterwards ; becauſe this 
was a priviledge allowed to no Prince to do, 
but who by his Conqueſts had added to the 
Reman Empire 3 as did the Emperors Augaſt ar, 
Trajan, Nero; under which laſt particularly 
the Pontus, Potemoniacus, and the Cottian Alpes 
mere ſubjeted to the Obedience of the Ro- 
Mans. | 
Having finiſhed what concerned the ſecurity 
and ſtate of the City, and of the Civil Aﬀairs, 
be ſet out from thence upon an Expedition 4» 
gainſt the Palmyreni in Syria ; where the Lady 
Zenobia, in the Right of her two Sons, He- 
remnianus and Timolaus, being Infants, and in 
Succeſlion to Odenatze her Husband, Reigned 
3 Queen of the Eaſt, and maiatained the 
Revole of thoſe parts againſt the Empire. 
In his way, in the Countries of Thrace and 
lihricum, he fourhe ſeveral conliderable Bat 
tels with the Reliques of the Goths, and the 
Barbarians ; of whom he tlew five thouſand 
on the other fide of the Danube, with Conna- 
baudes, their Prince. He pailed, by the way 
of Byzentium, over into Bithynia, in the 
Leſſer Afia: which Province upon his arrival 
yoluntarily caſt oft the Yoak of the a 
a 
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and yielded it ſelf to him, Many, as well of 
his Expreflions as Actions, are great and fx 
mous. It 15 not poſſible, nor would I be wil. 
ling to recount them all here, becauſe it would 
be cedious. But yet ſome few may be touch. 
ed upon, which may ſerve to beget a better 
underſtanding of his Virtues and Manner, 
Coming to the City of Tyane in Cappadocia, 
which he found ſhut againſt him, he ſaid inx 
Paſſion, I will nor leave a Dog 1n this place, 
This made his Soldiers ſtorm it the more vio- 
lently, in hopes of the Booty ; till one Hers 
clammon, who was the Governour of it, 4 
fraid that he ſhould be killed amenegſt the ref, 
and thinking that he had no other way to fare 
himſelf, betrayed his Truſt, and ſuffered the 
Town to be taken by Treachery. ' Now 4s 
relian did immediately two things, worthy of 
a Princely mind ; in the one of which he 


Examples ſhew'd an example of his Severity, and in the 
of bis Se- other, of Mercy. The firſt is, he put to 


verity and 12th Heractlammon for 


Mercy. 


betraying his Coun- 
try. Then, when the Soldiers defired the 
total deſtrution of the Town, according to 
his ſaying, that he would not leave a Dog in 
it, by which they underſtood, that they ſhould 
have all the Plunder of it ; #4 « true, ſaid he, 
I haws ſaid I would not leave a Dog in thu 
Town, and ſo kill all che Dogs : buthe ſaved the 
People, and forbad the Plunder ; which wasa 
great Action, and it was followed by as great a 
one of the Army : becauſe they were as much 
pleaſed with the Wic of their Prince, as | 


he had given them really the Riches of = 
| ity 


thi 
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City- Concerning Heraclammon, Aurclian writ 
this Letter. 


The Emperor Aurelian to 
Mallius Chilo, 


[ Have taken Tyana, and ſuffered the Man to 
be killed, by whoſe, as it were, good Office 1 
did it, T could not love ſuch a Trattour. I wil- 
lingly let the Soldiers kill him : becauſe how could 
be be faithful tj@ me, who ſpared not to betray bs 
own Country © He i the only one of all the Be- 
feged, who hath been ſo uſed. I cannot deny 
but be was Rich, But yet 1 have given bs Eſtate 
to by Children : that none ſhall pretend to ſay, that 
it was to get bis Money 1 killed him. 


The City of Tyane was taken in this man- 
ner. Heraclammon betrayed to Aurelian a pri- 
rate place, where there was a Natural rin 
of the Ground, by which he might mount the 
Walls undiſcovered; , Awrelian did fo 3 and his 
Purple diſtinguiſhing him to be the Emperor ta 
the Army without and the People within, and 
the People within ſecing him upon the Walls, 
and concluding the Town was taken, as it 
the whole Army was with him, they were ſo 
ſurpriſed, that they ſaid no more but yielded. 

I ought not here to omit a thing, which 1s 
to the Honour of the memory of the Vener- 
able Apollonims, who was a Native of the City 
ot Tyans, Aurehian, it 15 laid, was — 
ome- 


- _— > Eee OE AIRRs—T—O— PR CO 


222 The Life and Reign of the Vdl.nÞ 1 


ſometime thinking and ſpeaking about deſtrg.fſ j 

ing the place entirely by Fire and Sword. Bylfl ; 

as he was going to his Tent, that wiſe Man off ; 

ſo known Fame and Authority, an Antieyf8 
Philoſopher, and a true Friend of the Gods, 40 I 

Appariti- pollonics Tyanew, who is himlelt to be highly b 
onof Apol- Celebrated as a God, appeared ſuddenly vl a 
_ Ty- him, in the Form, in which his Image is inty 
__ Temples at this day, and ſpoke to him the 
words: Aurelian, Why ſhould you think of My. 

dering my poor Countrymen? If you would Rip 

in Glory, abſtain, Aurelian, from the blood 

the Innocent. Aurelian be mercifyf, if you wil 
Conquer and live your ſelf. Aurelien knew ti 

Viſage of the Venerable Philoſopher agait 
becauſe he had ſeen 1t before in ſeveral Ten 

ples. He was very much ſtruck at it, andin 
mediately he returned to a better mind abou 

his Treatment of the Town, and promiſed tt 

erect a Temple to Apollonius, and to ſer up bs 

Image and Statues. This account 15 what| 

have received from grave Men, and I haved 

ſo often Read the ſame my ſelf in the Book 

of the Ulpian Library ; to which I give th 

more Credit; becaule I havea great reſpe for 

the Majeſty of Apollonizes : than whom, wha 

Man hath there ever been more Holy, Ve 
nerable, Illuſtrious, and Divine ? He raiſed 

the Dead to Life again, He wrought maſſſentr: 

ny things beyond the power of Mankind of Z 

and his Diſcourſes were ſuitable ro his AFof h 

ons; Which it any Perſon pleaſes to knowDuty 

more particularly, let him Read the Greetforn 
Books, that are written of his Lite. My ſelbJlliſti 
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f ] live, and if the favour of Apollonis will 
affiſt me 1n it, will give the World ſome ſhort 
account at leaſt of the Actions of ſo great a 
Perſon ; not that they want the benefit of my 
Labour, but that things which are really to 
be admired, may be made univerſally known 
and famous. 

After the taking of Tyana, Aurelian marched 
towards Antioch; propoling to all that ſub- 
mitted to him, Indemnity for what was paſt. 
Atthe Village of Daphne, which is near An- 
tioch, he gave the Enemy a little Blow, and 
ſo came to that City. It is ſuppoſed, the Pre- 
ul cepts of the Venerable Apellonius had made 
Mn impreſſion upon him ; for he uſed his Vi- 
tory here with great Humanity and Clemen- 

. The next Battel was a General one, and 
orno leſs than the Empire. It was fought at the 
City of Emiſſa in Phenicia, againſt the Queen 
Zenobia, and Zabdas her General. durelian's 
Horſe were ſpent, and ready to run, when 
ſme Divine Form ſuddenly appearing to 
them, and encouraging them on to the 
Charge, they took the Example of the Foor, 
who all the while ſtood firm, till at laſt they 
put both Zenobia and Zabdas to flight, and ob- >,,,y; », 
ained a moſt accompliſhe Victory. Emiſſe rea- Army de- 
diy yielded ro the Conqueror 5 who no ſooner feared, 
entred into it, but he repaired to the Temple 
dof Heliopabalas, or the Sun, to acquit himſelf 
aJJof his Vows and Devotions, according to his 
oWfDuty. But as he was there, the ſame Divine 
eetfiForm appeared again to him which he had ſeen 
4Jiliting him in the Battel, Wherefore he there 
founded 
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founded Temples, and made great Oblations, Þ | 
He Founded alſo a Temple to the Sun at |} { 
Rome, of extraordinary Magnificence, where- 

of we ſhall have an occaſion to ſpeak here- 
afrer. 
Then he bent his Courſe againſt the City of Ml 1 
Palmyra, the Capitol of the Country of the ar 
People of the ſame name, where Zenobia re- i th 
ſided ; that with the taking of it, he might 

put an end to his Labours 1n this part of the 
World. The Syrian Robbers annoyed his Ar- MW 4; 
my often in his March, and did him mud 
miſchief. But in the Siege of Palmyra, his 
Perſon was ſo far in danger, that he received 

a {light Shot of an Arrow. And the hot Work 
that he met with, is very plainly confeſſed by 
himſelf, in a Letter to Aucapor, thus. 


Hoſe at Rome deride my Expedition, and | 

cry I make War againſt a Woman ; as if | 

bad to do with none but Zenobia, and that ſy 
oppoſed me upon her own Strength. But the caſ 
x the ſame, as if the War was with a Man; 
and Feminine Fear, and ſenſe of her Demerit 
makes ber beſides ſo deſperate, that (he is by fa 
the worſt of Enemies, It canot be expreſſed what 
Showers of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, ſhe [end; 
us 3 and how prepared ſhe i for her defence here? 
There u no part of the Wall, that u not plamed 
with 1290 or three Batterers, She throws Fire a 
ws out of ber Engines. In fine, ſhe Fights not like 
@ Woman, but with the Audacity of a Man #* 


Deſpair. However I truſt, that the Gods, wh 
_nwy 
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never bawve been wanting to our Endeavours, will 


fill aſi the Roman Empire. 


e 
At length Azrelian, fatigued and weary of 
ſo troubleſome a Stege, ſent a Letter into the 
Town to Zenebia to require her to ſurrender, 
and he promiſed her her life. The Letter was 
this. 


Aurelian, the Emperor of the Roman 

| World, and the Protector of the 
Eaſt, to Zenobia, and thole in 
Arms with her. * 


L 


| har AT which I require you now to do by my 
Lerter, you ought aſſurediy to bave done of 
yur own Motion. I order you to Surrender, and 
| promiſe you your Lives, with impunity : Tou 
Lenobia, and your Children, ſhall only be o- 
iged to lead your Lives there, where I, with 
be advice of the moſt Noble Senate, ſhall place 
w, Tour Fewels, Silver, Gold, Silks, —_—_ 
Camels, muſt be diſpoſed of to the Exche- 
er &t Rome. The People of thus Conmiry- of 
almyra ſhall be preſerved in their Rights. 


er Fortune required : But I ſuppoſe it mighc 


*to amuſe him, Her Letcer was this. 
Zenobia 
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Zenobia receiving this Letter, wrote him Haughry 
ack an Anſwer, which was more Haughty, mind of _. 
xd more Proud indeed than the Condition of £c%0bia, 
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Zenobia the Queen of the Eaſt, to 
the Emperor Aurelian. 


O Man ever, before you, deſired what yu 
do, by a Letter, Bravery u the way h 
effett whatever is to be done in War. You yp 
poſe my Surrender as if you can be ignoran, 
that the Queen Cleopatra choſe ber Death, 
_ ther than to live in whatever Quality under fu 
guſtus. The Succours of the Perſians are on the 
March to us. We expett them daily, The 
raCcens are for ws, ' The Armenians are for n 
The Syrian Robbers have beaten your Army 
Aurehan, already. What then will become 
you, when that Force arrives, which is expel 
by us, from all parts ? Deubtleſs you will chang 
your Countenance, and lay aſide that Pride, wit 
which you now ſo abjolutely Command me 
Surrender, as of you were the Conqueror of' th 
Untverſe. | 


Zenobia Dicated this Letter herſelf in the 
Syriack language ; Nicomachus ſays, that he 
Tranſlated ic out of that Language into the 
Greek ; the other Letter of Aurelian was (ent 
in the Greek, 

Aurelian did not Bluſh when he read Ze 
bia's Letter; but he was Angry, and imme 
diately ordered his Army and his Officers upon 
a General Afſault. He left nothing undone 


to reduce her, that could be thought upon by 
a brave 
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2 brave Man. He Intercepted the Succoiirs, 

which were ſent to her from the Perſians. Thc 
(0 Saracen and the Armenian Tronys he Bear, 
and partly by his Addreſs, and oartly bv the 
force of his Arms, he brought them ©over to 
his own fide. After many Fights, with great 
difficulty, he overcame this moſt Porene Lady 
at laſt; who was making her elcape upon 
Nromedaries into Perſia, when Arnrelian lent 
py of Horlſe after her, and took her Pri- 
oner. 

This Victory gave Aurelian the Poſleflion of 
all the Eaſt. He had at once Zenobia, the Per- 
fans, the Armenians, and the Saracens, his 
Priſoners; in which he did not 2 lictle Pride 


Veſtments beſet with Jewels, which we fee 
n the Temple of the Sun at Rome, thoſe 
Pafian Banners with Dragons, thoſe Perſian 
Tiers, and a fort of Purple fo fine, that the 
like hath never been fince ſeen in the Roman 
Empice, were all taken by Aurelian. You may 
remember, that there was mn the Temple of 
the moſt excellent and moſt high Fapuer, in 
be Capitol, a little Cloak of fo very fine a 
Purple, that when the Matrons and Aureliax 
himſelf in Perſon compared with it the Pur- 
les which he and they wore, it looke with ſo 
Divine a Light, chat theirs were bur like Aſhes 
dit, Awrelian, and afterwards th: Emperors 


ne- {Wrobus and Diocleſian, eſpecially the latter, with 
on Freat care ſent-into Perſia Dyers, on purpoſe 


dfind out how this Purple was made. Buc 
Ky could not do it. It 15 an Indian Vermi- 


Q 2 lion 


of 
bia. 
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limſell. And then it was, that all thoſe fine 7-* Spoi!s 
Zeno- 
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lion, they ſay, that Dyes it, when 1t 1s well pre 
pared, 

But to the Purpoſe. Zenobia being taken, 

| all che Army called for Juſtice upon her; 

Aurelian thought it unhandſome to kill ; 

Woman. He put to death ſeveralthat had bem 

her Abettors in beginning, making, and cov 

tinuing the War ; but for her, he reſerved he 

to adorn his Triumph, and to make her a Sp 

* cacle tothe Eyes of the People of Rome. þ 

monglt the reſt, whom he killed, the Phils 

ſopher Caſſius Longinus was much to be | 

mented. : He had been Zenobia's Maſter, t 

teach her Gyeek : that which provoked Am 

lian to cut him off, was, becauſe he knen 

that it was by his Counſel that Zenobia had 

&tated that haughty Letter in the Syrisl, 

which hath been mentioned here above. 

The Peace of the Eaſt being Eſtabliſhel 

Aurelian returned a Conqueror to Europe.. Bt 

gained a Victory in his paſſage over the Carji 

tor which the Senate in his abſence woull 

have given him the Title of Carpicws ; but i 

being a word of an ill, and a diminutm 

found, 1n compariſon with thoſe other & 

Gothicur, Sarmaticus , Armeniacus, Parthicn, 

and Adiabenicus, which denoted him Cov 

queror of the Goths, Sarmatians, Armeni 

Parthians, and part of the Aſſyrians ; he 

jected the Title of Carpicas ; and immediate 

{ſent the Senate word, that they might as ways 

call him Carpiſculxs, a> Carpicus ; for he likea® 

the one no better than the other ; Carpiſennſ*% 
1s Latin for a ſort of a Slipper. 
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It is rare, and a hard thing for the Syrians 
to keep their Faith. No ſooner was Aurelian 
imployed about the Aﬀairs of Exrope, but the 
Palmyrewi, who were fo very lately, and fo The Pal- 
well Beaten, broke out into another Rebelli- w_— 
on- They killed Saxdarion, whom he had lete ang a; 
Governour of Palmyra, and {ix hundred Ar- ,,,.;, 
chers, that were in Garriſon with him;- de- handled. 
hening to ſet up one Achilleus, a Kinſman of 
\Zenobia, for ths Empire anew. Dut Aurelian 
was not ſo engaged, but immediately upon 
the news he quitted Europe,. and rgturned to 
Palmyra again ; where he puniſhed them, ſhall 
[ fay, as they deſerved ; or'rather to an ex- 
cls; How ſevetely he uſed them, he confe(- 
ks himſelf in this Letter. 
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The Emperor Aurelian to Cer- 


ronins Baſſus. 
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E bave had enough of the Blood of the 
Palmyreni : you ſhall forbid the Soldiers 

lodraw their Swords upon them more, We have 
wt [pared Women, nor ſnfants, nor the Aped, 
wr the Peaſants. So few, as are left, will, I be- 
leve, take warning by ſuch a general Correttion. 
We muſt [pare thoſe, or to whom ſhall we leave 
the Town and Country to be Cultivated? The 
il emple of the Swn, which is in that Town, and 
wellvbich the Officers and others of the third Legion 
Ledndered, I would bave to be reſtored to the ſame 
audition in which it was. You will have three 
Q 3 bundred 


Firmus 
quelPd. 


Tetricus 


yaelds, 
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hundred pound of Gold out of the Coffers of Te- 
nobia, and the weight of 1820 pound of Silver, 
and amongſt the Booty, the Fewels and Preciow 
Stones of the Queen, Out of all theſe, therefore 
let the Temple be well adorned; in which you will 
do a moſt grateful ſervice both to the Immortal 
Gods, and me; and my ſelf will write to the 
Senate, to deſire them to ſend a Prieft, to Dei 


cate the ſaid Temple, 


This Letter ſhews how fully-he had ſatiated 
his Cruelty upon them, 

Securer now therefore of the State of the 
Eaſt, than ever, he returned the ſecond time 
back to Europe ; and with his accuſtomed Brz- 
very he defeated all the Parties of his Europem 
Enemies, that came in his way. He was vey 
adtive about the Afﬀeairs of Thrace, and the Pub 
lick Good, when one Firmus aroſe in Egypt; 
who, not ſetting himſelf up as an Emperor, 
pretended to make that Province rather a Free 
State. Aurelian made no delay to oppoſe thi 
evil. Nor did his wonted Succeſs abangan 
him. For he preſently recovered Egypt a 
gain. . 
Gallia continued as yet in its Revolt from 
the Empire,and in the Hands of Terricus : which 
Aurelian, as he was naturally Fierce, and ful 
of Deſigns, not being able with Patience to 
bear, he turned his Head to the fide of the 
Weſt : where Tetricus weary of Commanding 
a Vitious and an Infolent Army, yielded 
himſelf, and his Army frankly to him. 
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Ze. The Peace of the Weſt did conclude Aure- 
ver, relian the entire Maſter of all the Roman 
iow © World. Every part of it now was reduced 
fore Fo him; and fo he took his way to the City of 
vill MY Rowe, to Celebrate a Solemn Triumph, at 
"ral MB once over Zenobia and Tetricus, that is, the 
th E Eaſt and che Welt. 
od BE It will not be amiſs to know the manner of 
the Triumph of Aurelian; for it was a very 
Noble one. There were three .Chariots of Mamer 

ted MState, worthy of the Magnificence of the  Aure 
greateft Kings. The firſt was the Chariot IG 
of Odenatus, curtoully wrought and diſtinguiſh- *7"" 
ed with Silver, Gold, and Jewels, The next 
was a Chariot of the King of Per/ia which was 
equally Fine, The third was Zenobia's Cha- 
not, which ſhe had made for herſelf, in hopes 
to make her Entrance into the City of Rome 
wich; nor was ſhe miſtaken. For ſhe did ſo; 
but it was in the Quality of a Captive, and 
doth her Chariot and ſhe were led in Triumph. 
There was a fourth Chariot drawn by four 
Stags, ſuppoſed to be the Chariot of the King 
of the Gorbs, In this Chariot, Aurelian Rode 
to the Capitol, to Sacrifice there thoſe Stags, 
much together with the Chariot, when he 
ic<Mtook chem, he had vowed to the moſt excel- 
ul at and moſt mighty Fupiter. Theſe Chart- 
tots were preceded by twenty Elephants, and 
heEiwo hundred catned Wild Beaſts of ſeveral 
nel kinds, out of the Countries of Libya and Pa- 
x keftine ; all which Aurelian gave afterwards a- 

way amongſt particular Perſons. There were 

four Tygers, The Chamoiles, Elks, and 6+ 
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ther ſuch Beaſts followed in order. There 
were eight hundred couple -of Gladiators 
Then followed the Captives of the Barbarian 
Nations ; as Ethiopians, Arabians, Indians, Ba- 
trians, Georgians, Saracens, Perſians 3 every 
one with their feveral Offerings : there were 
allo Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, Frank 
Sueves, Vandals, and Germans ; all which Ce 
ptives were chained by the Hand to one ano 
ther : together with whom were the chief, that 
were left alive, of the City of Palmyra; and 
alſo a parcel of Egyptians, becauſe of the lat 
Rebellion in Egypr. There were ten Wome 
Captives, led in the like manner, in this Pre 
ceſlion: they were taken fighting 1n Men) 
Habit amongſt the Geths z when many other 
of them, at the ſame time were killed. The 
Inſcription aver them, as all theſe Nations ha 
their ſeveral Naines and Inſcriptions put up, 
ſnoke them th be of the Race of the Amazm, 
Then came Tetricw, well dreſſed in a Scarlet 
Robe, and a ſort of a Pale-gold-coloure 
Tunick, and his -Breeches of the Mode 
the Ganls, By him marched his Son, whom 
he had declared Joynt-Emperor with him nn 
Gallia, And next marched Zewebia, Sit 
was adorned with Jewels, and her Chains 
were of Gold, with Perſons to bear them 
up. The Crowns of the Vanquiſhed Nati 
ons in Gold, were diſplayed and carried in 
the Procellion. Then marched the 

of Rome, with all the Standards of the Colleges 
and the Camps, the Cuirafliers, the Train of 
che Court, allthe Army, and hkewiſe the X 
nate ; 
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nate; but the Senate was a little concerned - 
to ſee one of their own Body, which Terricus 
was, led in Triumph. However it is, all co- 
zether added much to the magniticence of the 
Pomp. It was almoſt three of the Clock be- 
fore the Proceſſion to the Capicol Was overy 


and late before they went from thence to che 
Court. The next, and the other days follow- 
ing were ſpent in the pleaſures of the Plays of 
the Stage, the Races of the Cirque, the Chaſes 
of Wild Beaſts, the Fights of the Gladiators, 
2nd the Encounters or Fights of Gallies, in 
the Amphitheatre, repreſented ſailing there as 
upon a SCa. 

It is not, I think, to be omitted, what our 
Hiſtories do often take notice of, and every one 
remembers, that when Aurelian ſet out upon the 
Oriental War againſt Zenobia, he promiſed'to 
givethe People, it he returned a Conqueror, {| 
Crowns of two pound weight. The People 
milingly underſtood him of Crowns of Gold. 
But Awreliax neither could, nor would be fo 
liberal. He gave them every one Loaves of 
the whiteſt Bread of that weight, made in the 
form of Crowns ; which he continued all his 
life, to them and their Children daily. He 
diſtributed alſo Portions of Pork amongſt 
them, and this is done to this day: 

Aurelian made ſeveral Laws, which were all 
Good and Wholeſome. He augmented the 
Revenues of the Prieſts : he tounded a Temple 
to the Sun 3 and ſet out Salaries for the ſup- 
port of the Prieſts that ſhould ſerve it and for 
the Repairs of it, and for its other inferior Mi- 
niſters. After 
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ther ſuch Beaſts followed in order. There 
were eight hundred couple of Gladiators 
Then followed the Captives of the Barbarian 
Nations ; as Ethiopians, Arabians, Indians, Ba- 
trians, Georgians, Saracens, Perſians > every 
one with their feveral Offerings: there were 
allo Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, Frank; 
Sueves, Vandals, and Germans ; all which Cx 
ptives were chained by the Hand to one ans 
ther : together with whom were the chief, tha 
were left alive, of the City of Palmyra; and 
alſo a parcel of Egyptians, becauſe of the las 
Rebellionin Egypr. There were ten Woma 
Captives, led in the ike manner, in this Pro 
ceſlion: they were taken hghting in Men) 
Habit amongſt the Geths z when many other 
of them, at the ſame time were killed, Th 
Inſcription aver them, as all theſe Nations hal 
their ſeveral Naines and Inſcriptions put uy, 
ſ>oke them td be of the Race of the Amazm 
Then came Terricw, well dreſſed in a Scarle 
Robe, and a ſort of a Pale-gold-coloure 
Tunick, and his -Breeches of the Mode d 
the Ganls, By him marched his Son, whom 
he had declared Joynt-Emperor with him n 
Gallia, And next marched Zemobia. Sik 
was adorned with Jewels, and her Chan 
were of Gold, with Perſons to bcar them 
up. The Crowns of the Vanquiſhed Nati 


ons in Gold, were diſplayed and carried in 
the Proceflhion. Then marched the People 
of Rome, with all the Standards of the Collegs 
and the Camps, the Cuirafliers, the Train of 
the Court, allthe Army, and hkewiſe the X 

nate; 
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nate; but the Senate was a little concerned 
to ſee one of their own Body, which Tetricus 
was, led in Triumph. However 1t 1s, all co- 
« gether added much to the magnificence of the 
Pomp- It was almoſt three of the Clock be- 
fore the Proceſſion to the Capucol was over ; 
and late before they went from thence to the 
Court. The next, and the other days follow- 
ing were ſpent in the pleaſures of the Plays of 
the Stage, the Races of the Cirque, the Chaſes 
of Wild Beaſts, the Fights of the Gladiators, 
and the Encounters or Fights of Gallies, in 
the Amphitheatre, repreſented ſailing there as 
ypon a SCa. 

Ic is not, I think, to be omitted, what our 
Hiſtories do often take notice of, and every one 
remembers, that when Aurelian ſet out upon the 
Oriental War againſt Zenobia, he promiſed to 
zivethe People, it he returned a Conqueror, {| 
Crowns of two pound weight, The People 
milingly underſtood him of Crowns of Gold. 
But Aurelian neither could, nor would be fo 
liberal. He gave them every one Loaves of 
the whiteſt Bread of that weight, made in the 
form of Crowns ; which he continued all his 
life, to them and their Children daily. He 
diſtributed alſo Portions of Pork amongſt 
them, and this is done to this day: 

Aurelian made ſeveral Laws, which were all 
Good and Wholeſome. He augmented the 
Revenues of the Prieſts ; he founded a Temple 
to the Sun 3 and ſet out Salaries for the ſup- 
port of the Prieſts that ſhould ſerveit and for 
the Repairs of it, and for its other inferior Mi- 
niſters. Atcer 
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After theſe things he went into Gala, 'and 
raiſed the Siege of the City of Awburgb, which 
the Barbarians had formed. From thence he 
returned, and came into 1hricum; where 
having provided himſelf with rather a Valiant, 
than a Numerous Army, he declared War « 
gainſt the Perfians; over whom he had re 
ceived a very notable Victory, at the ſame 
time that he overcame Zewobia, who was their 
Ally. But as he was upon his march to a& 
vance his Enterpriſe, at a Caſtle called Cen 
phrurium, which is in Romania, betwixt the Ct 
ties of Heraclia and Byzaniwum, through the 
Treachery of his Secretary, and by the Hand 
of Mucapour, he was killed. 

The occaſion of his Murder, and in wh 
manner it was brought about, that a matter 
of that Moment may not be: concealed, I wil 
tell you in ſhort. It cannot be denyed, but 
that Aurelian was a Severe, Truculent, anda 
Sanguinary Prince. His Severity had trat 
ſported him ſo far, as to kill his own Siſter 
Daughter, for no great nor ſufficient caule Wpl 
neicher ; which was the firſt thing that brought I ot 
an odium upon him amongſt his Friends, As p 

A 


Fate would have it, it happened, that he had 
one Mneſt herrs, to be his Secretary ; who, ſome 
ſay, was his late Slave, made Free, Aurelian, 
upon I know not what ſuſpicion of Jome- 
thing, had threatned this Man, which made 
him his Mortal Enemy. For knowing that 
his Maſter neither uſed to threaten to no pur- 
poſe, nor to forgive very eafily, where be once 


threatned, he writ down a Liſt of the Nams 
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of ſuch Perſons, as he knew Aurelian had a 
real diſtaſte againſt 3 and at the ſame time he 
intermixt it with the Names of others, of 
nhom Avwrelian never had the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
which ſhould make him hate them, and a- 
mongſt the reſt, he added his own, togive the 
greater Credit to his concern for the common 
ſafety, 1n which himſelf was involved. When 
he had done this, he went and read the Liſt to 
all thoſe, whoſe names were there, and told 
them, that ic was what he had privately found 
upon Aureliew, and it ſhews, that Aurelian was 
reſolved to kill them all, and therefore, if 
they were Men, they ought to look to their 
Lives. 'The one party, who knew themſelves 
to have contratted Aurelian's anger by what 
they had done, were ſpurred on by their fears 
to believe the matter and to prevent Aurelian 
if they could. The other, who had ever been 
kind and ſerviceable to him, and had deſerved 
no ſuch uſage from him, were incenſed at his 
ſuppoſed Ingratitude. So mingling their Com- 
plaints and Sorrows together, the one with the 
ther, they fell upon him ſuddenly at the 
place before-mentioned upon the Road, and 
killed him. 

This was the end of the Emperor Aurelian, 
A Prince, not properly fo good, as his Reign 
mas of uſe, and neceflary to retrieve the Re- 
pole of the Empire. When the matter atrer- 
Wards came to be diſcovered, how fraudulent- 
ly the Conſpiracy was procured to kill him, 
the Perſons themſelves that had agreed to it, 
dult him a great Sepulchre, and Dedicated a 

Temple 
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Temple to him, and ſet up his Statues, at the 


place of his Death: And AMneſthews was tied | 


to a ſake, and given to be devoured by Will 
Beaſts; which is ſignified upon the place by 


Marble Statues of Mnefthew, done in the Hz i 


bit in which he was executed, and ſet up on 
each fide of the Sepulchre of Aurelian. 

The Senate regretted his Death very much, 
and the People of Rome more ; who commonly 
ſaid, that Aurelia was the Tutor of the $ 
nate. He reigned ſix Years, wanting a fen 
x4 and for his great Aiaps was dei 

Not to omit any thing, that I meet within 
Hiſtory that relates to him ; many fay, thi 
Luintilus the Brother of Claudius, who wha 
the News came to him of the Death of Cla 
dins, was in a Garriſon in [aly, aſſumed the 
Empire, upon that News, to ſucceed his Bro 
ther. But when afterwards he found, tha 
Aurelian was choſen Emperor by all the Army, 
and that when he harangued againſt che pre 
cences of Aurelian to his own Soldiers, they did 
not much care to hear him, he cut his Veis 
himſelf, and died the Twentieth day of hi 
Reign. 

Aurelian did this Service to the whole Em 
pire ; that he purged away all profeſſed Lewd- 
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neſs, Irreligion and wicked Arts. He cleared 


it of Factions. His Juſtice purſued the falle 
Moniers or Coiners, who to defend Coney 
joyned together in a Body, and made a ſort 

a War, under the encouragement of Feliciſ- 


mus a Receiver, within the Walls of Rowe. But 
Aurelian 
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Awrelian reduced them with a high hand; it 
coſt him the Lives of ſeven Thouſand of his 
Soldiers to do it; upon which occafion he writ 
this Letter to his Father (by Adoption) Ul- 
vins Crinitus, who was then the third time 
Conſul. 


The Emperor Aurelian to his Father, 
Ulpins Crinitus. 


S if it zs in a manner my Fate, to meet with 
aggravations of difficulties in every thing 
that 1 enterpriſe, @ Sedition w... '- hs Walls of 
Rome bath riſen to & wery ſad I. 2 Mo- 
mers, or falſe Coiners, at the ſuggeſtion of ."li- 
cflimus, rhe laſt of Slawes, whom I made & 
Receiver of the Exchequer, pretended to rebel, 
They are ſuppreſſed, but with the loſs of Seven 
Theuſand of my Men killed by them; ſo that I 
my ſee, I have no Vittory given me by the in- 
mortal Gods, which does not coſt me dear. 


ESESSESST 


Aurelian, tho* he had made Terricas a ſubjeR 
of his Triumph, beſtowed upon him afterwards 
the Government of the Province of Lacania 
in Italy, and continued his Son in the Senate. 
The Temple which he built to his particular 
Deity, the Sun, was moſt magnificent. He His pul- 
extended the Walls of the City of Rome fo, that {ic Ma- 
that they were almoſt fifty Miles in compaſs. ”4* 
He was a ſevere Enemy to Delators and falſe 
Accuſers of the Innocent, The publick _ 

ers 
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V 
ſers of Profcriptions and Forfeitures to the f th 
Exchequer, he ordered for the common $e Þf th 
curity, to be burnt in the Forum of Trajen, fl th 
co 
T 
Ct 


and he granted an At of Amneſty, for the 
paſt Offences commirted againſt the State, the 
Example 'whereof was taken from that of the 
Athenians, which Cicero mentions in his Phily. If dic 
picks, The Magiſtrates of the Provinces who I pet 
appeared to be guilty of Bribery and Extor. 
tion, he ſeverely prolecuted, not with regard 
to them, or himſelf as Soldiers, but he laid 
upon them greater and more tormenting Pu- 
niſhments. He beſtowed much Gold andje 


4 wels upon the Temple of the Sun. Seeing 
the Provinre< ci ulyricuam and Mz(ia laid waſlts 


by th- artions of the Barbarians, he with 
dr- . the Roman Forces and Subjects: out of 
1Dacia, which Trajan had added to the Empire 
on the other ſide of the Danube ; and relinquiſh 
ing a Country that he deſpaired to keep, he 
planted the ſaid Forces and People, in Meſs; Th 
and he gave the Name of the Aurelian Dacis, WM | 
to that Province that now divides betwixt the | 
Upper and Lower Mzſia. It 1s ſaid, that he | 
was ({o cruel, as to charge ſeveral Senators with 
pretended Trealons and Conſpiracies fallly, 
only to have an occaſion to cut them off, 
Some add, that ic was a Siſter's Son, and not 
a Daughter, which he killed. Others, that he 
killed his Siſter's Son and Daughter both. 
The Sehate and the Atmy, what with the 
Gravity of the one, and the prudent Submiſſion 
of the other,rzade a great Difficulty of chooſing 


a new Emperor to hll the Throne, vacant wy 
the 
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the Death of Awrelian, The Army referred 
the choice to the Senate, becauſe they thought, 
that they ought to avoid thoſe, who had been 
concerned in the Murder of ſo worthy a Prince. 
The Senate on the other hand referred the 
Choice to the Army, knowing that the Sol- 
tiers do not always take very well thoſe Em- 
perors, that the Senate puts upon them. This 
was diſputed betwixt them three times, ſo that 
for fix Months the Roman World was with- 
out an Emperor, and all Perſons in the inte- 
rim continued in their Governments and Of- 
ces, as they were before, excepting that the 
: MW ienate made Falconinus Probus the Proconſul of 
; 4s, in the place of Awrelizs Fuſcus, It will 
, Wnt be unpleaſant to ſee the Letter which the 
( Wkrmy wrote to the Senate upon this ſub- 
Wit ; it was this. 


'* »* He C4 AF. SS T & & & .2; © =” — 


The Valiant and ViRorious Army, 
to the Senate and People of 


Rome. 


Urelian our Emperor through the Fraud of 
one Man, and the ſurprizing Miſtake of 
s mixture of others, good and bad that were 
rawn in by bim, i killed. You will pleaſe, our 
god Lords and Fathers, to make Aurelian 4 
God ; and to ſend us a Perſon out of your own 
body, to be our Prince; whom in your Tudg- 


ments you ſhall think deſerves to be ſo, For we, 
4s 
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as concerning thoſe that have either wilfully or iy, 
norantly been led to commit thu Fatt, will not ſufty 
any ff them to reign over us, 


The Senate met upon the third Day of the 
Nones of Febraary, and being fat, Aureliy 
Gordianus the Conſul motion'd them to cop. 
{ider this Letter, which was arrived from tþ 
Army. The Letter was read. The eldeſt 
nator, ;who was to deliver his Opinion tly 
firſt, was Tacitzs, who ſpoke thus. The ſany 
who was afterwards by the Conſent of {l 
made the Succeſlour to Awreliav. 


Fathers of the Senate, 
E L L had the immortal Gods conſult 
the Happineſs of the World, bad thy 
made the Perſons of good Men invulnerabk; 
that ſuch as meditate baſe Murder in thu 


wicked Hearts, could have had no Power to bun 
them. Then had we enjoyed our Emperor At 
rehan longer, who was one of the preateſs ul 
to our State; which after the misfortunes of V4 
lerian, and the Luxury of Gallienus, began tt 
take breath again indeed under the Reign 
Claudius 3 but it had beem perfefttly reſtored to 
us priſtme form by Aurelian, bad he led, bt 
cauſe Vitlory every where waited upon bis Arm, 
He re poſſeſſed us of Gallia ; be deliqered [tal 
from the Invaſion of the Marcomattni ; be tt 
ſcued Ausburgh from the Barbarian Yoke ; bv 
recovered [||lyricum and Thrace to the obeds 


ence of the Romans; he recovered the Ealt i 
our 


Out 
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our obedience, which was ſhamefully before oppreſ- 
ſed and beld againſt ws by a Woman. The Per- 
hans, while yet mſulting in the Death of Vale- 
rian, be vanquiſhed, put them to flight, and in- 
flaved them. The Saracens, the Blemmies, and 
Auxumitz, tbe Bactrians, the Seres, the Geor- 
gians, tbe Albanians, the Armenians, and even 
the Indians -adored bim almoſt as a God upon 
Earth. +. The Capitol ws enrich d with bis Pre- 
jents, and the things which he gained from the 
Barbarian Nations. Fifteen Thouſand Pound 
weight of Gold, of bu Liberality, lies all in one 
Temple, All the Fanes in Rome ſhine by hs 
Gifts, Wherefore, Gentlemen, may 1 not juſtly 


eipoſiulat® with the Gods, why they have per- 
mitted the Maſſacre of ſuch a Prince ; pr it 
s perhaps, that they would rather . have him in 
their own Number ? I for my fart wote bim a 
Gid, and I preſume, that all you will do the 
ſame. But as for the Eleflion of another Em- 
peror, it zs a Matter in my Opinion, to be re- 


eb back to the Army again. For anleſs it were 


certgin that the Perſon elefted 7 us will be by 
them accepted, it will both be 


angerons to the 
tefted, and bring an envy upon bis Friends. 


The Senate approved the Opinion of Ta- 
atws, But when the Army did perliſt to ſend 
to them again and again upon the ſame ſub- 
:&, they came at lait to an Act, which you 
wil ſee in the Life of Tacirzs, whereby they 
made Tacitus Emperor. 

Anrelian lefe only a Daughter, of whoſe 


Poſterity there are ſome ſurviving at Rome at 
R this 
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this Day. The late Proconſul of Cilicia, who 
15 of the Name of Aurelian, and now lives 
ſweetly in the Iſland of Sicily, a Senator of 
great worth, of an excellent Life, and the 
entire Maſter of himſelf, is her Grandlon. 
What ſhall I ſay now to obſerve, that out 
of ſo many Perſons, that have ſat upon the 
Thrones of Rome from Auguſtus down to Dip 
clefian and Maximian, there hath hithefto been 
ſo few, that have been good Princes? The 
gond Princes were thele; Auguſtus, Flavin 
Veſpaſian, Titus, Cocceins Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antonmns the Pious, Marcus Antoninus, Seveu 
the African, Alexander Severus the Son 
Mammnaq, Claudius and Aurelian, Wt is tris 
Valerian was another good Prince, but he ns 
in all reſpe&s fo unfortunate, that he ought 
to be reckoned apart You ſee, Sir then, hoy 
ſhort the Number of the good Princes 15; þ 
that it was well ſaid by a Jeſter in the time 
of Cland:ns, that they might all be eahly drawn 
within the Circle of a Ring. On the'bor 
trary, What a Series have we had of il! Pnn- 
ces ! For not to mention the Vitellii, the Cs 
ligula's, and the Nerss of former Ages, What " 
do you ſay to the*Maximins, the Philips, and © 
that unſavory multitude, that drofs, that camel 
up aſterwards ? excepting only the Decii, whole © 
Lives and Manners were comparable wif * 
thoſe of the Antients. 
It may be asked, what it is that debauchsF 4 
Princes, and makes them become fo ill 2 And he 
eruly, my dear Friend, I will tell you. Licenyſſ 


tiouſneſs, in the firſt place ; then the Plon ral 
tha 
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ho | that ſurrounds them; then evil Counſellors, 
& | evil Guards, greedy Eunuchs, lewd or fooliſh 
of Y Courtiers; nor can this laſt be denied, Igno- 
he  rance in the Afﬀairs of the Publick, I affure 
| you, I have heard it from my Father, thac 
tf the Emperor Diccleian hath ſaid, when he li- 
the ved privately at Salons, after his reſignation 
W 8 of che Empire, That there i nothing more dif- 
nM ficu/t than to Reign well. For four or five Per- 
ſons ſhall cabal together, co put upon the 
Prince, and tell him whar is to be done; in 
the mean time, he who is ſhut up at home, 
penetrates not into the Truth, and is forced 
to know no more than they tell him ; and fo 
he maltes Perſons Magiſtrates and Officers, 
whom he oughe to avoid, and turns others our, 
whom he ought to keep. In fing, as Diocleſian 
laid, for theſe are allo his words, The Good, 
the Cautious, the Beſt Prince that ws, u bought 
ad ſold, Which I therefore remark, that you 
may pleaſe, Sir, to obſerve, that there is there- 
fore not any thing more difficult than the Arc 
of Reigning well. 

Aurelian 15 many times accounted neither a- 
mongſt the 11], nor yet amongſt the good Prin- 
ces, becauſe Clemency, which i the firſt Ho- 
nour of a Prince was wanting to him. His 
exceflive Fiercenefs was a thing which dimr 
mih'd his Character wich the Emperor Die- 
chſian ; who, as he blamed the aſperity of 
Maximinian, (0 he often ſaid of Aurel:an in the 
bearing of Verconius Herennianus, who was Cap- 
© tain of the Guards to him, that Awre/ian ought 
rather to have becn continued a General, than 
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to have been made a Prince. He ſaid allo, 
according to Aſclepiodotus, that Aurelian once 
conſulted with the Druids of Gallia, whether 
the Empire was to deſcend after him upon his 
Poſterity. Their Anſwer was, that the Poſte. 
rity of Claudixs ſhould carry the greateſt Name 
of any in the Empire. And certainly. the Em: 
peror Conſtantins is one of the Blood of Clay 
dizs, whole Line will one day attain, I doubt 
not, to that Glory, which was fore-told by 
the Druids, Bur I only mention this 1n the 
Life of Aurelian, becauſe the Conſuſtation and 
the Anſwer was made by, and to him. Ir may 
ſeem perhaps wonderful ; as it is, I leave itto 
the Judgment of Poſtericy. 

Aurelian fixed the Tribute to be paid for 
ever by Epypmto the Ciry ot Rome, in Glak, 
Paper, Flax, Tow, Corn, Oyntments, ands 
ther Merchandizes. He had begun to make 
a Winter-Bath in the Quarter of the Cit, 
whicl 15 on the other {ide of the Tyber, be 
caule of their want of Water there. He had 
begun a great Work to bear his Name at the 
City of Ofa, to th: Sea; which was after 
wards perte&ed a:id made into a publick Hal 
of Juſtice, He enriched his Friends with mo- 
deration ; ſetting them above the mileries of 
Poverty, and yet below Envy. A Garment 
of Velvet he never either wore himſelf, or 
allowed, in the way of their Sajaries to any 
of his Officers. When his own Lady dehired 
to have one only Gown of Cloth of Gold 
and Purple, he denied it, and ſaid, Far bes 
that we ſhould weigh Gold againſ# Thread ; e- 
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cauſe a Pound of filken Thred purple dyed, 
was worth at that time a Pound of Gold. He 
had intended to forbid the Gilding of Rooms, 
and the working of Gold into Cloaths, and 
the Gilding of Leather, and! the Gilding of 
Silver. He ſaid, There « a greater Stock of Gol2 
i Nature, than there 1s of Silver ; but the quan- 
tity of the Gold in paſſing into the ſeveral w/es 
which it does, in Leawes and Thred, and Mel:- 
ings, periſhes more than the Silver, and 5 more 
leviſhed, As for Veſſels and Cups of all Gold, 
he gave leave that any might uſe them, who 
ealed. Gentlemen, he gave leave co have 
their Coaches {ilvered over, which before were 
only adorned with Braſs and Ivory. He al- 
lowed the Gentlewomen to wear fine Purples, 
whereas before they went in flowered and 
mixt coloured Silks, or at the moſt, ſomething 
that was only a lirtle near to Purple. He was 
the firſt chat ſuffered the Common Soldiers to 
have their Buttons gile, He was the firſt thac 
gave them Linens. For before they had only 
Ruſſert Coats, which were adorned with ſome 
one, or two, or three, or ſome five Trim- 
mings. He added the weight of an Ounce, 
upon the Fond of the Tribute Fgype, to the 
Dole at Rome; in which Charity, 1n the fol- 
owing Letter he 1s pleaſed to glory thus. 


R 3 The ' 


The Lije and Reign of the Vol. 


The ' Emperor Aurelian to Flavin; 
'F  Arabianus, the Commiſſioner of 
| 4ahe Stores for the Publick Re- 
liek. 


| 
A te/ other things, in which by the belp of '* | 
the Gods we have done good to the Roman ll * 

X State, nothing #s to me a greater Pleaſm fl 
and Honour, than that 1 have increaſed by the 
addition of an Ounce, the publick Dole of th ll 
City of Rome. To make which perpetual, | h 
have accordingly appointed Officers in Egypt uy il © 
"Ft on the Nile, and others at Rome, to ſee to th" 
| Importation of the Corn from Egypt. I have buit Wl © 
up the Banks of the Tyber. 1 have digged the il 
Channel deeper, I have offered my Vows to the th 
ſi. Gods, and to Eternity, I bave conſecrated theſe Ml 
4s things io the bleſſed Ceres. I: is your Duty 'now, 6 
þ my yood Arabianus, to take great care that m 7 
ga 

lic] 

Ap 

ſh1 


Orders be not iſſued in vain. For nothing to mt 
ith can be more pleaſant, than to ſee the People if 
3 Rome with their Bellies full, and their wam 


ſatisfied, | | 


Together with the Oyl, Bread and Pork, 
,. which theſe People received by the Donations 
s | already eſtabliſhed, Aurelian was for giving 
them Wine, for which 'he would have made 
perpetual Fund by this means. The Country 
of Hetruria in Italy on the fide of Aurelia,  2* 
far as to the Maritim 4ps, hath large Grou Pull, 
ry wWuc 


s 
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which are covered with Woods, but otherwiſz 


fruitful enough. Avwrelian would have bought 
theſe inculavaced Grounds of the Proprietors, 
25 many as were willing to ſell; and he would 
have employed upon them Numbers of Per- 
ſons, that were Captives, who ſhould plant the 
Mountains wich Vines, and the Produc, with- 
out paying any thing to the Excheouer, ſhould 
go entirely to the ule of the People of Rowe. 
An Account was taken of the Expence that 
this Work would coſt, and what quantity of 
Wine it would bring in. But either Aurelian 
mas prevented by Death, before h@ could go on 
furchge wich it ; or, as ſome ſay, he was diver- 
ted again from 1t by the Captain of the Guards, 
who was againſt it, and ſaid, 1 we find the 
Praple of Rome Wine, it only remains next that 
we give them Geeſe and Chickens, Aurelian 1n 
the time that he reigned,thrice carefi{cd that Po- 
pulace with Largeſſes. He gave them Tunicks 
of ſeveral ſorts, according to the Faſhions of 
the Provinces from whence he had them. He 
ave them of the Linens of Egypre, and o- 
Ge parts of Africs. He was the firſt that 
zve them Handkerchiefs, which at the Pub. 
lick Shews of the Cirque they exprels their 
Applauies and their Acclamations by, that 1s, 
hiking and toffing them ovec their Heads. 

When he was at Rome, he did not love t5 
Ive always 1n the Palace ; he dwerted- hin 
ſelf much in the Gardens of Szlu/, or thoiz 
of Domitia. The great Gallery which is in the 
Gardens of Saluſt, conlifting of a Thouſand 
Pillars, he adorned ; and every day fatigued 
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himſelf and his Horſes there, for his Health, 
which was but indifferent, He cauſed hig- 
Slaves and Servants, when they had done : . 
to be killed or beaten in his fight ; either becauſg 
it kept up Diſcipline, and made the Puniſh: 
ment the more exemplary ; or, becauſe he lo- 
ved to feed his Eyes with the Cruelty. His 
Maid committing Adultery with one 'vf his 
Slaves, he pumiſhed her with Death. Othe 
of his Slaves, that committed things againif 
the Laws, be delivered over to the Authongy. 
of the Laws, and the Publick Juſtice. He wg 
for ſetting up a fort of a Senate of the Wo-: 
men, or rather for reviving a Privilege, ik 
the Matrons antiently had of aſſembling them; 
ſelves upon certain occalions. In which Af 
ſembly, the Prieſteſles,thatis,ſuch as were bye 
Law devoted to the Services of the Gods, 
the preheminence. He forbad all Men, the 
wearing of Red, or Wax coloured, or White, or 
Green Shooes ; leaving it only to the Womeg 
to have ſuch. He allowed the Senators their rut» 
ning Foot-men, and the ſame Livery as him 
ſelf gave. Concubines of Wamen Free born, 
he forbad. He limited che Number of the Eu- 
nuchs, which the Senators bought, becauſe they 
were riſen to a great Price. He had no Vel 
{:| of Silver in his Houſhold of above Thirty 
Pound weight, His Eating was generally of 
roaſted Mear, and red Wine his Drink. When = | 
he was ſick, he never made uſe of a Phyſician, 

bur cured himſelf chiefly by abſtinence He 
gave his Wile and his Daughter no better Rings 
than it he had been a private Perſon. He 
gave 
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gave his Slaves the ſame Cloaths, after he was 
-E Emperor, as he did before; excepting two old 
Men, Anti: and Gallio, whom he treated as 


made Free by the Authority of the Senate. He 
was ſeldom preſent at the Pleaſure of the 
hay he was wonderfully delighted with 
Mim16 and Jefters. in fne, Aurelian, ex- 
cpting in ſome domeſtick Seditions, had a 
jery fortunate time. The People of Rome loved 
kim. + The Senate both loved him, and feared 
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Fter Aurelian, there followed an Inte- 
An Inter- A regnurn; for {1x whole Months. Not 
regnum A. occaſioned by any Breach betwixt the 
_— ,, Senate of Rome and the Army ; but on the con- 
trary, the Senate deferred the Election of the 
new Emperor to the Army, and the Army de- 
ferred it again to the 'Senate, and the diſpute 
betwixt them was grateful and very handſome. 
There was, as our Eldeſt Annals inform us, 
formerly an Interregnum after the death of Re 


mulus, 1n the Infant-State of the Empire of 
Rome, 
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| Rome. But the differences betwixt that Inter- 


regnum and this, are many. For in the for- 
mer, til] fuch time as a fit Perſon was pitch'd 
upon to ſucceed the good Romulus, an Interrex 
was exprelly from time to time appointed to 
Govern out of the Senate: which then con- 
fiſting of one hundred Members, each Mem- 
ber, whoſe Health did not diſable him, took 
tin his courſe to be the Interrex for three or 
four, or five days: So the whole Year and 
more, that the Interregnum laſted, paſſed under 
the Government of the Senators; who re1gn- 
ed one after another, all ot them, from the 
firſt ro the laſt, without diſtin&ion, becauſe as 
they were all of equal Dignity, ſo they ſhould 
all have an equal Taſte of the Empire. Like- 
wie during the Government of the Gonſuls 
nd the Tribunes of the Soldiers, which laſt 
hd the Authoricy, but only not the Name of 


Conluls, whenever it happened that the Go. . 


rernment was vacant, an Iterrex was appoin- 
ted to AR, till ſuch time as the Government 
was filled again. And though it may be ob- 
rRed to this; That once, at that time, for the 
ſpace of four Years, we had no Perſons 1n the 
Chairs of the Conſul, Nor any Magiſtrates 
preſiding in the Nature of them ; yetl anſwer, 
that there were then Tribunes of the People, 
endowed with ſuch a Power, that the Empe- 
rors who have enjoy'd the ſame Power lince, 
have thought it one of the brighteſt Jewels in 
their.Crown. Nor is it any where averred, 
that then there was no Inerrex neither who 
ated belides theſe Tribunes. Becauſe our moſt 
| Authentick 
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Authentick Hiſtories ſay , that when after. 
wards the Conſuls were re-continted, it wx 
the Interrex, who by his Authority ſummoneg 
the Aſſemblies of the People to do it; any 
therefore there was an Interrex then in the 
State. So that in this reſpe& the State of Rik 
was never {o vacant, as it was after the death 
of Aurelian: For here there was a perfe& 
rerreguum without any Interrex for fix Months, 
whereas before the State was never without aq 
Interrex, ſo much as for two or three days. 
This was a rare and a difficult Conjunaure 
It was no leſs remarkable, if we oblervg the per. 
fe& Concord of the Army, the proagnd Peace 
of the People, and the venerable Authority of 
the Senate 1n all that time. No Ulurper ſtart 
ed any where up. The whole World waa 
the Orders and the Judgment of the Sena 
the Soldiersand the People of Rome: Ther 
were no Fears nor Jealouſies of one Perſowar 
other. Every one kept to his Devoir, and 
which 15 one of the beſt Principles in the Con 
du& of humane Life, in reverence to himſelf 
The Temperament of Men was admirable, 
and made the Delay ic ſelf happy and worthy 
to be for ever remembred ; That thoſe who 
ſeek after Crowns, may learn, chat Empue 
ought not to be raviſhed , but to be deſerved, 
The occaſion and manner of the Delay 
that was made, was thus. Aurelian, as the 
laſt-written Life ſhews, was killed by the Tres: 
ſon of a wicked Secretary , who, as Fictions 
and Falfities go a great way with Soldiers, it 
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many cimes in their drink (though it is always 
next co 4 madneſs to believe them) drew in a 
Party of the Great Men of the Army, by an 
Incredulity on their fides, into a Plot with him, 
kill him. But all chefe Perſons being re- 
turn'd to a better Sentiment, and ſeverely con- 
fated of their Error by the Army, it was be- 
gun tO conlider'd, whom next to-make Em- 
peror. The Army, who had uſed to ſer up 
2n Emperor in a trice, hated thoſe who had 
had'a hand in the Murder of Aurelian, and 
who at the ſame time were of the Top of their 
\ rh So they ſent to the Senate the Letter 

ch you have in the Life preceding, where- 
in they deſired that the Senate would, out of 
their Houſe, make choice ©.” Parſon to be 
their Prince. But the Senate knw... , that che 
Minces choſen by them, do not always y!-aſe 
bs Army, and they remitted the Choice to 
the Army again. This was repeated fo ofcen 
n reciprocal Complements trom one to ano- 
ther, that it was fix Months before the Senate 
ame to the Ele&ion of Tacitzs, which was in 
the manner as follows, 

Upon the 5th. day of the Calends of OFober, 
the Senate being met in' the Curi2 Pompiliana, 
Veius Cornificius Gordianus ths Conlul, ſpoke 
thus to them : 


T —E 8% a= 3 7 


2, > £ 


Fathers of the Sgnate, What we bave often re- 
ferred to you already, we muſt now do it again, 
to chooſe an Emperor, without whom, the Army 
cenmor well ſubſift longer, and ihere z a Neceſſity 
which obliges ms to it beſides. For the Germans 


have 


BOCgRAEaATES HAS mr 6aRGSS 2.7 


2 =; 


SZ 


253 


254 


The Life 'and Reign of the Vol.nÞ - 


have broken into the Quarter on the ſide of 11, 
Rhine, and have poſſeſſed themſelves. there of 
Strong, Noble, Rich, and Powerful Cities, Ay} 
though there w nothing mentioned of any Mating 
of the Perlians, yet you may eaſily imagine, boy 
lipht the Minds of the Syrians are, when rathy 
than ſuffer our Government, which # ſo Juf 
they have deſired Women to Reign over they 
IVbat ſhall T [ay to you of Africa, of Illyricun, 
of Fgypt, and the Armies in all thoſe Pan! 
How long do you think can they ſubſiſt without a 
Emperor * Wherefore, Gentlemen, go now abu 
it, and Name one: Either the Army will Ay 
him whom you ſhall chooſe, or themſelve wi 
chooſe ſome other, if they refuſe bim. 
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Tacit;. «as the Chiet and Prince of the&M c; 
nate, and to give his Opinion the firſt. Buff 4 
as he was going to ſpeak, all the Senate pe 
vented him, and cryed; | th 
We Salute Tacitus, our Empercr, The Gulf «t 
ſave you. We Chooſe you. We make you wm wi 
Prince; We commit the Care of the State and of Wl be 
the World to you. Take the Empire, given yu L 
by the Authoruy of the Senate, Your Place, yo W my 
Life, your good Intentions deſerve it. The Prinu 
of the Senate 1s wery juſtly to be created the $1 T| 
wveraign. The Senator of the Firſt Voice u deſer- 
wedly preferred to be Emperor. And who u batter 
fo Reign, than a Perſon of Grawity as you are? 
Whe # better to Govern, than one that «« [i 
knowing as you ? We think it 11 an Happineſi 
and an Excellency m you to be Congratulated, 


That you have becn long a Private Perſon, 7 7 the 
W 
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who have gone through the Reigns of other Princes, 
know how to Reign your ſelf. You know wery 
well how to Command, who have obſerved and 
judged of the Government of others before you, 


Tacitus Anſwered: 


I am aſtoniſhed, Fathers of the Senate, That in 
the Place of the moſt Valiant Aurelian, you are 
willing to make ſuch an Old Man Emperor. How 
am 1 fit, with theſe Limbs which you behold, to 
manape the Dart and the Spear, and to rattle it im 
' Armonr, and to be often riding in exat} Form for 
am Example to the Soldiers. Scarce can 1 fulfil 
the Duties of the Senate; I am hardly able to do 
that, ro which my particular Place confines me. 
Conſider then more carefully , what an advanced 
Age you take out of the Chamber. and the Shade, 
tv ſend it imto Froſts and Heats ? Can you believe, 
that the Army will approve of an Old Man to be 
at the Head of them? Think upon ſome other, 
who will better anſwer the Expe& ations which you 
beve of him, axd let nge be contemted in a Private 
Life with this, That yol bawe unanimouſly Loved 
me. 


The Senate return'd him theſe Acclamations. 


Trajan came pretty Old to the Empire, This 
was repeated ten times, 

And Hadrian came Old to the Empire, This 
was repeated ten times. * 

Antoninus the Piows, came an Old Man to 
the Empire. Repeated ten times. 


You 
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You remember that of Virgil, Zn. 6. 
Incanaque menta 

Regis Romani: Or, The Hoary Head of | 
King of the Romans. This was repeated ten 
times. 

Who Governs better than a Man of Year? 
Thjs was repeated ten times. 

IWe make you an Emperor, not a Soldier. This 
was repeated wwenty t1mes. OT 

Give the Word only, and the Soldiers will Fight 
it out. This was repeated thirty times. 

You are Prudent, and you have a good Brothy 
lrving with you, Tins was repeated cen times 

It *s the Head that Governs, and not the Feg, 
ſaid the Emperor Septimius Severus. This wa 
repeated thirty times. 

We chooſe you for your Parts of Mind, and u 
of Body. This was repeated twenty times. 

The Gods ſawe you, owr Emperor Tacitus, 


— 


Then they went to taks the Suffrages of 
each Senator in particular. The next to Tacits 
was Mzxcins Falconius Nigomachws, who was of 
the degree of a Conlal., He being ask'd hu 
Opinion, diſcourſed the Senate in theſe words 


Fathers of the Senate, This moſ# Noble Houſt 
bath ever rightly and prudently conſulted the Good 
of the State: Nor « there any Nation upon the 
Earth, from whows one ought to expet# a greatt 
ſhare of jolid Wiſdom, than from you. But yet! 
muſt ſay, That of, all the Inſtances of your Wiſdom, 
there never was @ Determination paſs'd by you, fi 


more Grave and more fudicions, than what - 
een 
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been done in this preſent Aſſembly, We have 
choſen a Perſon of an advanced Age to be our 
s i Prince, and one who may conſult the Good of us 
n il all ar a Father, Nothing from bim that us im- 
mature, that % unadviled, that ws ill, is to be 
' Wl feared. We may promiſe our ſelues a Reign of 
if fl! Sobriety, al Gravity, and as the State would 
i in « manner bave it» For he knows, what a 
Prince be hath always wiſhed ro himſelf to have ; 
& WW and be cannot give us a different one in bus own 
Perſon, from what he hath deſired to find im ano- 
on i ther. Certainly if we will refle& upon thoſe Pro- 
es. Wl dipies of ill Princes of the Antient Times, I mean 


«, W the Nero's, tbe Heliogabalus's, and rhe Com- 
's Wl modus's, ie will appear, that their Crimes were 


wt more the Vices of the Men, than the V:ces of 


ut i ther Ape. The Gods defend us from baving Boys 
t be our Sovereigns, and Children to be called the 
Fathers of our Country ; who muſt have Maftert 
0 bold their Hands when they Sign their Orders, 
md will be invited to make Perſons Conſuls, by 
the Sug ar-plumbs and the Cakes, and every Chul- 
db Pleaſure that u« given them, I/hat Reaſon, I 
fray, zs there 10 bave an Emperor, who does not 
tw bow to take the care of bis Reputation? whoa 
does not underſtand what a State 1s that fears 
bs Educator, is Commanded by bus Nurſe, and 
lies under the Magiſterial Laſh and Terror of the 
Hand of bis Maſter ? What Con(uls, what Com- 
ud Emanders, what Magiſtrates i be like to groe us, 
&t | Blwhen as to the Lives , Merus, Apes, Families 
ad Attions of the Perſons whom be prefers, truly 
underſtands nothing as all of them? But wby 


m I here drawn to beſtow, Gentlemen, ſo many 
S words 
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words upon ths ſubjeft ? Let us rather Congraty. 
Late the choice, which we have made of ga Prince, 
who ts a Man of Years, than to iterate thoſe thing, 
that bawe been beyond meaſure dgglorable to thy 
Perſons that have ſuffered under them. I give there. 
fore my repeated Thanks to the Immortal Gods fy 
thu Choice. 1 offer the ſame likewiſe in the Name of | 
the whole State, And to you, Tacitus, our Em- 
peror, I turn my ſelf to beg of you, to beſeech yu, 
ro imtreat you, generouſly in the behalf of our Cons 
mon Country, that if it ſhall be the Will of th 
Fates that you die whilff your own Sons are jt 
but young , you would not make thoſe Child 
Heirs, after you, of the Roman Empire 5 nor 
ſuch a nature leave thu State, this Senate, a 
the People of Rome, as if the firſk was no mm 
than your Villa, and' we all your Tenants anl 
your Slaves. Conſider very well, and imitate th 
Examples of Nerva, Trajan, and Hadrian. | 
x a great honour in a dying Prince, to love by 
Country more than bis Iſſue. = Te 


Tacitms was extreamly moved, 4nd the whole 
Senate ſtruck with this Speech ; and preſent! 
they cryed, We All, All; ſay: the ſame; and 
the Houſe roſe. They went from thence unto 
the Field of Mars : where Tacitus having placed 
himſelf upon the Tribunal, «£lizs Ceſctianis ho 
the Governour of the City, ſpoke thus to 4[* 
General Aſſembly, there met, of all the People: 


D388T8s 


* Gentlemen: Soldiers, and you the good Citizeit 
and Commons of Rome ; You bave hery the Princ, 


whom by the conſent of al the Roman m—_ 
i 
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the Senate bath made choice of to fill the Throne. 


«i 7he moſt Noble Tacitus, 1 ſay ; who, as be hath 
bitherto aſſiſted by bus Suffrages to the good of. the 
Senate, ſo be # now choſen to do the. [ame by bs 
Command and Conſultations, _ $ 
* The People cryed, AU Happineſs to 1be. Em- 
peror Tacitus, The Gods ſave your Majefy, and 
the like, as uſual, | | 

[c is not here to be omitted, what ſeveral 
have wric, That Tacitws was in his abſence, 
and whilſt he was in the Campagne, nam'd tobe 

Emperor 3; which I cannotdeny to be in ſame 
mealure true, For as ſoon as the Rumour oe 
broken out, that he was the Pexſon intende 
to be Ele&ed, he retired from the Town, and 
went and kept himſelf ewo Months at Baje. 
But they fetched him from chence again, and 

be was preſent at this AR of the Senate,' as 
akogether a private Perſon, and really did de- 

dine his Elevation. Foc that no body may 
think, that I have raſhly given Credit to the 

Teſtimony of any either Greek or Latin Wrw- 

fl 7 25. £0 this Matter, there is in the Ulpian Li- 

| brary in the Sixth Apartment, a Book in Tables 

, of Ivory, 1n which this Act of the Senate is 

iſtred at large, ſubſcribed by Tacitus hitm- 

fin his own hand, Ic was a long time; a 

Cuſtom to Regiſter ſuch Aas, as concerned 

the Crown, upon Tables of Ivory. 

% From the Aſſembly of the People, Tacitus 
'Ynext went to the Camp of the Guards; where 

taving taken his Place upon a High Tribunal, 

Meſus Gallicanus the Captain ot. the Guards, 


treged himſelf to the Soldiers in thels words : 
I 2 My 
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ew 
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My very good Fellow-Soldiers , The Senate 
hath given you the Prince whom you deſired. That 
moſt Noble Houſe bath readily comply'd with the 
Will of the Camp. It us not for me to ſay mor: 
to you, in the preſence of the Emperor himſelf 
Therefore bear bim, who i our Maſter, attentive. 
ly, whilſt be ſpeaks to you, 


Then Tacitus ſpoke thus: 


' When Trajan came to the Empire, it « tw, 
he was pretty well in Years, and he was appointed 
by only ' one Perſon neither. But as for my ſelf 
in the firſt-place, you my excellent Fellow Soldun, 
who know what Princes you do approve of , ani 
1 the next, the moſt Honourable the Senate hal 
adjudged me to this Place. It ſhall be my can, 
I will make it my endeavour and my buſineſs, 1 
furniſh you, if not with great Atchievements, yt 
at leaſt with Counſels worthy of you and ym 


Emperor, 


He 2:70miſed them a Bounty and theic Pay, 
according to Cuſtom; and the firſt Harangie 
_ he made afterwards to the Senate, wa 
this : | 
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Fathers of the Senate, So let me ever in ſuc 
a manner Govern the Empire, as that I may a) 
pear to owe my Elefton to you, by whoſe Adin 
and Authority I hawe reſolved to do all things. Tu 
will therefore pleaſe to Command and to Enjov 
me, what you think to be for the Common g 
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you 
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your ſelves, the Army, and the People of Rome. 
He proceeded in the ſame Speech to tell them, 
te | That he reſolved to ſet up a Statue of Aureliars 
at | in Gold in the Capitol, with othefs of Silver, 
be BY inthe Houſe ofthe Senate,in the Temple of the 
ore Bf Sun, and in the Forum of Trajan. Thele latter 
©. were accordingly Dedicated ; but that of Gold 
ve- BW was not. In the ſame Speech he provided, That 

if any Perſon publickly or privately adulterated 

Silver with Braſs, or Gold with Silver, or Braſs 

with Lead, it ſhould be Capital, and loſs of 

Eſtate. Alſo, that Slaves ſhould not be Wit- 
"WH nefſes againſt the Lives of their Maſters; no, 
nel WF not in Caſes of Treaſon. He obliged all Per- 
ef, ſons to have Picures of Aurelian, He order'd 
in, 2 Temple to be built, where they ſhould ſer up 
ou the Statues of ſuch of the Deified Emperors 
"6 5 Reigned well; and offer Sacrifices to them, 


of the City of Rome, and the Calends of Fa. 
wery. In the ſame Speech, he defired the 
Conſuſhip for his Brother Florianws 5 but the 
Senate could not grant it; becauſe all the Con- 
ſuls, Ordinary and Extraordinary, that is, the 
Par, Conſuls for the whole Year and the Conſuls 
for every ewo Months had been already ap- 
pointed by the Senate. Tacitus was much pleaſed 
mth the liberty which the Senate took to de- 
ny his Brother the Conſulſhip, though himſelf 
had asked it ; and ſaid, The Senate knows whom 
y they have made their Prince. | 

dv} He turn'd his Eftate, which was worth ſe- 
_ T#Fren Millions of Crowns, over into the Ex- 
” hequer; and the ready Money that he had 


dS 3 by 


won their ſeveral Anniverſaries, the Birth-day- 
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by Iii, he applied to the Pay of the Soldiers, 

He wore the ſame Cloaths as he did when he 

His pub- was a Privage Man. He put down the Publick 
oy = Bawdy-houſes within the City of Rome; but 
| />;, this could not hold long He order'd all the 
" Baths to be ſhut up before Candle-light, >for 

tear of Diſturbances being committed 1n them 

| in the Night. He acknowledg'd Corn. Tacitu,, 
the Reman Hiſtorian, as his Relation , and 
| commanded his Book to be ſet up in all the 
Libraries; and for the more careful preſerys 

tion of it to Poſterity, he order'd it every Yea 

to be Copied over Ten times, and the Copies 

to be repoſed in the Librarics and in the Cabs 

nets of the Ingenious. He forbad all Men 

the wearing of. Velyet. He pulled down hy 

lace- Dwelling-Houſe , and order'd a Publick 

Bach ro be built in its place, at his proper ex: 

pence. He gave a hundred Columns of the 

Numidian Marble , of three and twenty foot 

each , to the Citv of Of:a. The Potlcfhion 

which he had in Mazwritania, he Aﬀigned to 

the Repairs of the- Capitol. flis Table Plat 

of Silver, which he had uſed in his private 

Life, he dedicated to the ſervices of the Feaſts, 

made in the Temples. He granted an Er 

franchiſement to all his Slaves that he had at 

Rome, of both Sexcs, under the Number of 4 

Hundred ; but no more, becauſe he would not 

exceed the ſtint of the Caninian Law, Bt 

His mode. lived a very ſober Lite; never 1n a whole day 

| yare Diet. drank a Quart of Wine, and many times not 4 
; Pint. One Pullet, a Swine's Cheek, and Eggs 
| ſafficed for his Dinner, with an abundance 
Cr05, 
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Herbs, and eſpecially Lettuces, in which he 


paſſionately indulged himſelf ; becauſe he ſaid, 
that that was a profuſeneſs which purchaſed him 
Sleep, He loved the bitterer Herbs ; ſeldom 
Bathed, which I believe made him the ſtronger 
in his Old Age: Delighted extraordinarily in 
the curious- wroughe Glaſſes, andthe ſeveral 
forts thereof, that are made in egypt. His 
Breakfaſt was never any thing, but a piece of 
dry Bread ſeaſoned with Salt, and the like. 
He was a great Maſter ir Architeture. He 
loved fine Marble, and ſtately Buildings, and 
Hunting. In fine, his Table was Coarſe, and 
preſented you with no Rarities: Not with a 
Pheaſant, unleſs it was upon the Birth-day of 
himſelf or ſome of his Relations, and upon 
extraordinary Holidays. The Sacrifices, which 
he had offered in the Temples, he always re- 
demanded home, and order'd them to be eaten 
by his Family. He ſuffered his Wife to wear no 
ſewels : He forbad all the wearing of any Em- 
broidery in Gold: For it was he, who had ad- 
riſed Aurelian to forbid the ſame, and to for- 
bid the Gilding of Rooms, 'and the Gilding of 
Leather. + It would be tedious to particularize 
in every thing concerning him, eſpecially af- 
ter Suctonius Optatianus, who hath written his 
Life at large. If any Perſon be fo curious to 
know more, I refer him thither. As Qld as he. 
was, he read the leaſt-written Hand to a Won- 
der; and he never intermitted a Night, but 
he either read or writ ſomething, excepting 
the day after the Kalends of a Month, which 
he look'd upon as Unfortunate. 
» #4 The 
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The great Joy of the Senate, to be re-poſleſſed 
again of the Right of the Choice of the Empe. 
ror,was ſuch asI cannot forbear to mention, nor 
is 1t ſcarce ever to be forgotten. They order 
Publick Proceflions to be made upon it, and 
every one promiſed to offer a Hecatomb: They 
writ of it to their Friends, and not only to their 
Friends, but to Strangers abroad ; and into the 
Provinces, for all their Allies and all Nations 
to know, that Rome had now recovered its An. 
tient State, and now the Senate choſe the Em: 
peror, and Reigned in a manner with him; 
and made the Laws; and the Kings of the Bur. 
barians were to ſupplicate to the Senate, and 
War and Peace was to be Treated by the Ay. 
thority of the Senate. Some of theſe ſort df 
Letcers, for the greater ſatisfaction, I will give 
you here, as follows: 


The moſt Noble Senate of Rome to 
the Magiſtracy of Carthage, lendeth 
Greeting. 


6 F HE Right of Conferring the Empire, and of 
Neminating aud appointing our Prince, which 
we pray, that it may ever be Good, Happy, For- 
tunate and Wholeſome to the Senate and the wholt 
Dominion of Rome, is again returned to us. To 
ws therefore dirett the Reports, which you make of 
things of great moment. All Appeals ariſmg 
from the Proconſuls,” and other the ordmary Mag 


firajes, are to be made to the Governour of the Cs) 
, : . 


HS « wx ., 
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Rome: Herein we believe, that alſo your Ho- 
Pe- i nowr able Body bath regained its Antient Dignity : 
nor For ehis is the prime Order of things, which by being 
rd Bl obſerved in its proper force, will preſerve all the 
and reſt in their Rights. 


the | The moſt Noble Senate of Rome to 
on: the Council of the City of Trier. 


Im; A S you are and always bave been a Free Peo- 

ple, we do not doubt, but you are Happy. 
and WY The Authority of Creating the Emperor is returned 
Au io the Senate : Together with which it © Decreed, 
t of that all Appeals ſhall be made to the Gowernour of 
pie Mie City of Rome. 

In the ſame manner, they writ to the Cities 
of Antioch, Aquileia, Milan, Alexandria, Theſ- 
(alonica, Corimth, and Athens: Theſe were the 

WI publick Letters, The following are Private 
ethÞ anes, from particular Senators to their Friends. 


Autronius,Tiberianus to Autronius Juſtus, 


his Father, wiſheth Health. 


My Good Father, 


OW it is for you tocome to be preſent, and give 
your Snffrage in the Senate; ts Authority 
bewng encreaſed to the degree, of which it was in 
the former Times, We now make our Princes, 
Name and Conſtitute our Emperors. Therefore 
pray 
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pray be careful to recover your Health and comy, 
and bear a part with the Senate in its Antient 
Glory. The Right of Creating the Proconſuls, an 
ordering the Proconſular Provinces, 11 remitted ty 
ws; and the Appeals of all Magiſtrates and Ofi- 
cers are returned into the hands of the Governaur 


of the City of Rome. 


Claudias Capellianus to Cereius Mecian, 
his Uncle, wiſheth Health. 


WW #4 T we bave always ſo much 
for, we have now gained, good Sir. Th 
Senate is returned to its Antient State, We mal 
our Princes, and diſpoſe of the Governments of tk 
Proconſalar Provinces. Thanks to the Roman 
Army. They have ſhewn themſelves truly Ro 
mans, 4nd have reffored to us the Power, which 
hath been ever our due. Leave Baja, and Por: 
Zuoli, and your Retreat there, Come to the Town, 
come to the Senate; Rome Flouriſhes, and [0 di 
the whole State. .We now appoint our Emperit 
Ie make our Princes. We, who have begun t1 
make them, can diſallow them too, ®. A word 
tbe Wiſe is enough, 


It would be too long to adjoyn all the Let L 
ters of this kind, which I have feen and read. M, 
I only ſay this, that” all the Senators were F** 
elated witch Joy for the return of their Antient x 
Power, that in their Houſes they all ſlew ther, 
Sacrifices, and expoſed their Images , 
gloathed themſelves in White, and Feaſted, 
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frhey thought, that the days of their happy 
Forefathers were revived upon them. 

All the Murderers of Aurehian, as well the 
letter, as the worſe, after Tacitus was ſettled 


- in the Empire, he made 1t his buſineſs to put 
"" Bio death ; notwithſtanding the baſeneſs of that 
Murder had been already revenged in the Exe- 
tion of Mneftheus, the chief contriver of it. 
MW, WThe Barbarians on the fide of the Lake Mzvts, 


in grggt numbers made an Eruption. But Ta- 
tvs partly by force, and other means, obliged 
them to retire. 

In fine, the chief Glory of the Reign of 
Tacitus was in the manner of his Elevation, 
For the time that he lived afterwards being ſo 
hore, what liberty had he for any thing that 
Great? So that what Cicero lays, That it is 
e for our Honour, to have it told, how a Man 
bath managed a Conſulſhip, than how he came by 
rt, it takes no place here. Tacitus dyed in the 
th Month of his Reign, ſome ſay of a Sick- 
ef; ſome, that he was killed by the Soldiers. 
It is certain, that he was oppreſſed with Facti- 
*a "% and this work'd much upon his Mind and 

Iris 

He was both Born, and made Emperor in the 
Toh Month of September : For which reaſon, he 
_ had a fancy to change the Name of that 

@ Month to his own. His Brother Florianzs (uc- 
weded him. 
her, He ſcarce gave the People of Rome a Largels 
and 


In all his fix Months, His PiRture is drawn in 
x ve ſeveral Dreſſes, upon a Table in the Houſe 
Folthe Qumriliiz in aGown,in a Veſt,in Armour, 
in 

; 
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in a Cloak, and in a Hunting Habit. The Pre. 
ſages of his Reign were theſe, In the Temyls 
of Sylvants, one in a Fit of Frenzy, in which 
the Prieſts delivered their Oracles, ſtretching 
out his Arms, cryed with all his force, Th 


Omens of Purple of T acitus! The Purple of Tacitus! ſeven 


bis Reign 
4ndDeath 


times. A Vine, which uſed to bring forth 
white Grapes, the Year that he came to the 
Empire, began to bring forth Purple-colour{ 
Grapes: ſeveral other ſuch things changedt 
that Colour, The Preſages of his Death were, 
'That his Father's Sepulchre flew open of i 
ſelf; his Mother's Ghoſt appeared in the dy: 
time, both to him and to Plorianw, juſt as 
ſhe was Living. All the Gods in the Orato 
of Ins Houſe, whether by an Earthquake | 
ſome other accident, fell down : An Im 
of Apolle, which he and Florianws Worlhippe: 
was found laid upon the Bed, without at 


hand to put it there known. Thele are thing 
that a great many mention : But I conclude 


this Life. 


EMPEROR «5 
AF LORIANUS. 


[| 


By FLAVIUS VOPE*QUS. 


Here 15 but little to be ſaid of this 
Prince more, than that being the 
Brother of the Emperor Tacitzs, 

he after his death ſeized upon the 

Empire, not by the Authority of the- Senate, 

but of his own Motion, as if the Empire was 

o go to him by Inheritance: though at the 

ame time he knew, that his Brother was Con- 

red in the Senate, that when he dyed, he 

—Ibould not bequeath the Empire, no, not to 

bs own Children. ; 

Florzanus had ſcarce held it two Months, but Florianus 

e was killed at' the City of Tarſw in Cilicia, ſtain: 

his Soldiers 3 hearing that Probas was ſet'up, 

nd that all the Army had declared for him. 

Indeed Probus was ſo great a Man in the mat- 

ter 


*0 


Commen- 
dation of 


Probus. 


their Incurſions, together with divers Uſar 
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ter of War, that as the Army had choſe hin 
ſo the Senate wiſhed for him, and the People 
of Rome made open Acclamations to hays 
him. = 
Florianus, though he had otherwiſe much in 
him of the Temper of his Brother, was yey 
different from him in this Ambition, and thx 
Thirſt for the Empire. He was profule by 
fides, which his Thrifty Brother blamed in hin 
They both together reigned fo ſhort a ting 
that they look almoſt Ike two Interrexs 
acting betwixt the Reigns of Aurelian wt 
Probus, Their Statues were ſet up at Teri, 
Ombris, -1n. Marble, thuty Foot high; al 
likewiſe- their Sepulchr2s did ſometime ſa 
there -.yvn their own. Grounds ; but thy 
were afterwards ſtruck down with Thunds 
and Lightning, and/ ſhattered to pieces, 
I come in the next, place to Probas : 1 
Prince, Conſpicuous at home and abroad; at 
in whom are united all thoſe great Excellen 
cies, which Aurelian, Trajan, Hadrian, tht 
Antonini, Alexander Severms, and Claudia, ( 
vided amongſt them. He came to the Em 
pire with the concurrent Judgment of all Men 
of goodneſs. He governed it moſt happily 
He extinguiſhed the Barbarian Nations it 


6 


pers who would have ſet themſelves up in bs 
time. He was worthy of his Name : wh 
the People would have 1mpoſed upon him, i 
it had not been his own by his Birth, Several 
ſay he was promiſed to the World in the Books 
of the Sibz/s. Had he longer lived, he had let 


y | 
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0B no Barbariatis on the Earth. This Taſt of fo 
ef great a Prince I give you here, leſt as we 
© zre dayly, hourly, and every moment ſubjeR 
"tothe ſtroak of Fate, I may dye, beforeI can 
Oy vxeſent you with his whole life : which I ſhall 
y = leſs care now, if I do; becauſe I have ſa- 
vl fed my Ambition, and my great Deſire, 
Ml thus far, co hogour his Memory, + * 
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23 THE 
Lite and Reign 
OF THE 


EMPEROR 
PR OB US 


By FLAVIUS VOPISCUS$ 


— 


T is very true, what the Hiſtorians $ 
luſt, Cato, and Gelliws have ſometimt 
ſaid; that the Praiſes of all Men an 
altogether ſuch, and ſo raiſed, as the 

pleaſe, whodelſcribe their Actions to the Worl 
Tfenling Alexander the Great of Mace 
when he came one day, and ſaw the Sepulch 
of Achilles, complained and ſaid, Happy You 
who hadjt ſuch & Herald to Proclaim thee! on | 
ing Homer, who hath fet out his Vi 


(1 
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and formed his Charater, with the nt 
force of his Will, And who, at this time h:d 
zrer known of the glory of Pompey the Great, 
and his three Triumphs for the War of the 
Pyrates, the War of Sertorizs, and the War of 
Mithridates, and many other Actions which he 
did, that ennobled hjm, if Tuly and Livy had 
not been his Hiſtorians ts Record his Fame ? 
The Scipio's, Africanns, Naſice, and all of that 
Noble Name, had- been laid under a perpe- 
| darkneſs, and for ever covered with ob- 
yon, but for the Hiſtorians that have ariſen 
o commend them. It would be tedious, nei- 
er need I mention all the Examples, that 
mght be brought of this Nature, which every 
nes own obſervation will furniſh him with. 
You will rather as& me perhaps, my dear 
ſas, why do Ltake notice of this here ? It 
; truly, becauſe I ſee here a Prince, who 
ough the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South 0+ 
xyed his Empire, and all the parts of the 
Vorld were reduced into an entire repoſe by 
im; and though neither the Punick Wars, 
or Galiia, nor Pentw, nor Spain have pro- 
uced his,equal, yet his Hiſtory being unfocr- 
nately periſhed, he isin a manner unknown 
or want of Writers to perpetuate him. This 
jowever I am not willing to ſee, without con- 
tbuting my Service to redreſs it ; and there- 
ore having to my power, as [ was defired, h1- 
iſhed the Life of Aurelian, and to that ad- 
{ed thoſe others of Tacitzas and Florianas, [ 
lall not be filent upon the Actions of ſo great 
Prince as Prob ; and - wy life ſeryes _ 
Wi 
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\ 
will alſo carry on the Hiſtory, as far as to Di i þ 
clefian and Maximien: not that I pretend to 4 

Eloquence, bur onlv matter of Fa, which]! 
cannot ſuffer to periſh. The Books thatI mak IJ ,, 
uſe of to this purpoſe, that I may not 1n an ec 

thing appear toimpoſle upon a friendſhip whic 
is ſo-dear to me, Sir, as yours, -are thoſe eſpeci 
ally in the Library of Trajan, which is lodgeds 
preſent in the Baths of Dzocle/ian, and the Tis 
rian Library. Together with which, I har 
conſulred the Regiſters of the Scribes of the 
Porphyry Gallery, and the Ads of the Pex 
and the Senate. And becauſe in the Calk 
&ing the Hiſtory of ſo great a Prince, th 
Journal of Turdulzs Gallicenus hath very mug 
affiſted me, I ought not to be filent of tie 
* obligation which 1 have to the friendſhip 
that very good and worthy Perſon. All chal 
fore that I would declare upon the whole, x 
thisz that it is the matter of Fa& only wh 
I write; which if any one pleaſes to ſet outing 
Higher,. and a more Eloquent Style afterwardy 
he 15 welcome. For it hath not been my & 
ſ1gn to. imitate Salut, Livy, Tacitus, Tr 
Pempeius, or any of thoſe moſt Eloenc H 
ſtorians; but Marins Maximus, Suetonius Tran 
quillus, Fabius Marcell.mus, Gargilius Marti 
Fulius Capitolinus, eAElius Lampridius, and ON 
thers who have written upon theſe fort « 
things, not to ſay, ſo Eloquently, as with 1 
great deal of Truth. For it is my Curiolini 
to bring to light the Truth of many unknom 
and hidden matters concerning our Emperor; 
incited by your example, who the _ yolſooc 
non, 
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know, the more ſtill you deſire to know of 


them, 
Without” further Preface then, this great 
and famous Prince Probus, who hath ſcarce his 
equal, in the Roman Hiſtory, was born at the 
City of Sirmiſh in Scltwonia, or the Lower Pan- Probus's 
wnis. His Father was not of fo good Quality B17t+- 
as his Mother was. - His Eſtate was indiffe- ue and 
. aren« 
rent ; Athinity not great ; however as well in ,,,,, 
his private Life," as after he was Emperor, he 
made his Noble Actions ſpeak for hin. Some 
hy, his Father's name was Maximw ; who af- 
ter he had ſerved very well in the Office of a 
Centurion ; nſe to be a Tribune, and died in 
Eeypr, leaving a Wife, a Daughter, and this 
Son. There 15 one Greek Author, who ſays, 
that Probus was a Relation of the Emperor 
dizs, who was 2 molt Excellent and moſt 
Noble Prince : which may perhaps be the more 
dited, becauſe I find in the Journal of Tur- 
UBiilas Geallicanus, that after his death he was 
buried by Claudia, who was che Daughter of 
» Criſps, who was the Brother of Claudizs. But 
[ leave this to the Reader. @ 
Probus fignalized himſelf ſo in his Youth, 
and was ſo agreeable in his Perloa and Man- 
rs, that the Emperor Valerian early confer- How e- 
d upon him a Legion, when he was 1n pRIreY 
Wnanner Beardleſs, The ſame Emperor in a "EO 
ter co Galliens, propoſes him to the 1mita- 
on of all the Youth : by which, by che way, 
ine may take notice, that no Man becomes 
ry great in his Age, but who lays down a 
wod Foundation for it in his firſt years; and 
T 3 thery 


? 
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chen gathers within | himſeli thoſe Seed, 
which afterwards produce the Fruit of Greg 
Actions 


The Emperor Yalerian the Father, t 
the Emperor Gallienus, the Son. 


Hz always bad a good Opinion of Pro. 
bus, as young as he 1s 1 bawve made bim a Th 
bune, following therein both my own Fudgemen, 
and that of all others ; who ſay be # worthy of bi 
Name ; that #, as Probus ws bzs Name, | | 
bity zs bis Nature and Charatter. I bave pit 
him the Command of Six Coborts of | the Saracz 
together with the Troops of the Auxiliary Ga 
and that Body of Perfians which Artabaſle| 
Syrian bath ſubmitted to us. I deſire you, 
deareſt Son, that as I would have thu Youb 
be the Example for all Young Perſons to 
tate, you would take that care 'of bim, and 
cerve him with that reſpet which bu Vit 


bu Meritsg and the Splendour of bus Natural t 
do deſerve. 
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The Emperor PYalerian,. to Mulvius 
Gallicanus the Captain of _ the 
ol Guards. 


= may wonder perhaps, That I have made 
ST. Beardleſs Youth a Tribune, contrary to the 
Cmſtitution of the Emperor Hadrian. But you 
will ſaon Ceaſe to do ſo, if you conſider what a 
truly deſerving Youth Probus &. I never think 
if bim, but I compare together bis Name and bs 
Oualities ; they do ſd. juſtifie one another. If it 
bad not been bis name, be might have been en- 
tuled Probus, becauſe of the Probity of hu Tem- 
ter and Attions. You will therefore order that 
be given bim, being but of an imdifferent 
Fortune, to make up the Occaſions of hu Station, 
two Ruſſet Tunicks, two French Robes with 
Claſps, two Linen Ferkins, one Veſſel of Silver of 
ten pound weight Ingrawved ; one bundred \n- 
tonine's in Gold, one thou/and Aurelian's in S:l- 
ver, and ten thouſand Philips in Braſs, And for 
by ordinary Penſion , ten Pound of Reef, ten 
Pound of Pork, tew Pound of the Fleſh of the 
vat, a | Pullet every two days, one Quart of Oil 
tvery two days, ten Quart: of Old Wine every 
Way, with Salt, Herbs, and Wood, as much as 
e wants, Yow ſhall withal order him the ſame 
Wuarters, as to the Tribunes of the Standing Le- 
ons, 


' 
| | 


! 
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to 
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In the War againſt the Sarmate, in which 
he was a Tribune, he paſſed the Danube, and 


* acted with fo much bravery ſo mavy, thin 


Praemi- 
ums g40Ven 
"Wiidhge 


that he. was publickly in a Councit of War 
o ,eſznced with four Spears; two Crowns, i in 
the torm of a Trenchz (being of oh | for 
which are given to ſuch as firſt ence 
nemies Camp ;) one Civick Crown 
Standards, two Bracelets of Gold, 
of Gold, and cone Piece of Plate of WWW 
of five Pound. The Civick Crown % 
given- him becauſe he recook our "of the 
Hands of the £adi, a Noble Youth, called 
Valerius Flaccinns, who was a Relation of th 
Emperor Falerion. Thele Pramiums were al 
delivered to him, by Valerian him(W whox 
the ſame time raiſed him to the Commandd 
the Third Legion, with this Elogiam. 


My well beloved Probuz, 
Eg it may ſeem Early, in reſpe# of jou 
Age, that I prefer you to @ Command i 
the Standing Forces of rhe Empire, yet an reſpet 
of the Actions aore by you, I may rather be thought 


19 have made it later of than F oug ht. Recavt 
therefore into Jour Tru, ive Third Noble Legs 


. 9m, which 1 bave never gioen before but to @ Per 


jon of more years, end it 7 ſe if 4s 1: Gray Ham, 
ke [ par{t W 5 prefe rrea 9s it, But Age: Wi 
thmg £4 aw. ve 0 rea, 'on to wait for in you, who| 
12/7 AV erybs | /0 j12:90111g y and your Manners [0 Charm 
ng, 7 Aud oraered ove Suits of Cloaths to 
Tven Jon ; doubled Jour : a}, and appointed } 
Candarde hege: X 
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through the ſeveral Actions af this Great Man 
in the Reigns of Valerian, Gallienas, Aurelian, 
and Claudivs, whilſt he was yet in a private 
Capacitv. How often he Scaled the Walls, 
entred the 'Enemies Trenches; how many of 
them he hath killed Hand to Hand, wha: Pre- 


fers, and how he laboured by his Service to 
promote the good of the State, A Letter of 
Galienus (ſpeaks thus of him. 


YThe Emperor Gallienus to the Tri- 
bunes of the Forces, of the Pro- 
vince of Illyricum, 


Lthougb the Fatal Neceſſity of the Perſian 

War hath concluded my Father a Priſoner 
n the Hands 'of the Enemy, yet 1 bawve a Kinſ- 
mer, Aurelius Probus, in whoſe Serwices I can 
enfide with ſecurity: That never to be named 
Thrant , had never uſarped upon the Empire, if 
Yrobus bad been Preſent. I erefore [ deſire you 
Wl to obey the Counſels of a Man, who s« ap- 
moved by the Tudgement of buh my Father, 
i the Senate. 


Now though Galienw was a ſoft Prince, 
hich may ſeem <o lefſen the Authority of 
hat he\ſays; yet it cannot be denied, but 

ba Prince be never ſo ſoft, he will not how- 
| S 4 evor 


It would be too long a Work, to run © 


ſents he received from the Princes, his Ma-. 
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ever truſt himſelf, but ta one, whom he knon 
to be very well qualihed to ferve him. By 
though we ſhould ſet aſide the Teſtimony « 
Gallienus, what 15 to be ſaid to that of Aurelzay 
who. delivered over his own, which was the 
| Tenth, and of a]! the braveſt Legion in th 
if Army, with whom he had done ſuch prey 
| _ himſel® unto Probus, with this Elogiun 
| ot him. | 


The Emperor Aurelian to Probus, 
wiſheth Health, 


HAT you may know, bow preat an 

- count | make of you, I give into jw 
Hands my Temh Legion, which was given tom 
by the Emperor Claudius. They are Men, wh 
by a ceriain Prerogative of Happineſs are mt as 
cuſtcmed to have other Commanders, than whi 
afterwards are Emperors, 


—_ — ds. os Bi... ERS 


By this one would conclude, that it was in 
the mind of Aurehan, 1f he had died his own 
death, and had not been killed as he was by 
furprize, to have made choice of Probas fot 
his Succeftour 1a the Empire too, as well as 
hi Legion. | 

Now it would be tedious to adjoyn to thi 
the judgments of the Emperors Claudius and 
Tacitus: The latter, it 1s ſaid, in the Senat? 
when the Empice was offered to him » «& 


clared, that it ought rather co be gen to 
6 CY Prom: 
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Probus 2 and the firſt Letter, which afterhe 
was Emperor, he ſent to Probwe, was this. 


The Emperor Tacitus to Probus. 


HE Senate bath indeed, with the good will 
and conſent of the Army, made me the Em- 

peror, But however you are to think, that as we 
all know, and the Senate knows your Worth and 
Abilities, the Burden of the Publick Affairs would 
have been better repoſed upon your Shoulders than 
mine. Aſſiſt me in my Neceſſities, and continue 
a you do ro” Aſſert the Intereſt of the State. All 
the Eaſt # by our order repoſed under your Govern= 
ment 2 wherefore we bave encreaſed your Salary to 
five times as much as it was; we have doubled 


your Military Ornaments ; and appointed you to 


be "the Conſul the next year in Conjunttion with 
my ſelf. Tour Merits call for no leſs «at my 
Hands. . 


The love of the Soldiers towards Probes was 
always very great ; he again loved them, 
and kept them in their Duty, purely by his. 
kindneſs to them. . He oft8ntimes had reſcued 
them from the great Cruelty of Avarelian : he 
vifited the ſeveral Maniples, and examined 
their Cloaths and their Shooes ; and what- 
ever Booty was at any time taken, he divided 
itall amongſt them, and reſerved nothing to 
himſel, but the Darts and the Arms. Amongſt 
other things, whether taken from the Alan, 
or ſome other of thofe Barbarians I know _ 

ur 
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but there was a Horſe, which was neither 
Handſome nor Large, but the Priſoners ſai 
that he was ſo goad a Runnery that he wou| 


go a hundred Miles a day, and continue ut for , 


' Eight or ten days yn, A Every one chought 
that Probus would have 
felt ; but Probes laid, that ſuch a 'Horle was 
fitter for one that was for running away, than 
a brave Man, He ordered the Soldiers to 
draw Lots for Him. Fhey writ their Names 
and put them all into an Urn. Four that were 
in the Army; were of the ſame Name with 
himſelf. Bur he, tor his part, put 1n no Name, 
Th2y drew, and the firſt Name that came up 
Was, Probus, The four Soldiers of the Name 
of Probus not agreeing to which of them 
the Horſe ſhould go, becauſe each Challenged 
the Lot,' he ordered all the Army to draw a- 
gain: the Lot that came up the ſecond 
time was Probus again, and ſo 1t was a third 
time, and a fourth time. Which was fo ſtrange, 
that all the Army, together with thoſe of that 
Name who had drawn the Lots, Dedicated 
the Horle to their Commander Probus. 
Probus did great things 1n Africe. He brave- 
ly engaged and «overcame the Marmori- 
cans. He came tothe City of Carthage, and 
cleared that of the Rebels. He fought a fin- 
le Combat with one Aradios in Africs, and 
ſlew him; and when the had done, becaule 
Aradion was an extraordinary. Stout and Re- 
ſolute Man , he honqured him with a great 
Sepulchre, which is extant yet, two hundred 


Foot high trom che Ground, built by the Sol- 
diets ; 


ept this Beaſt to him: + 
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diers; for thoſe he never ſuffered to be idle. 
There are of his Works in ſeveral Cities of 
Egypt, Which he builc by his Soldiers, He did 
ſo many things upon the River of Nile, that 
he much promoted the Afﬀairs of the Corn, 
which 1s Imported into Ialy in Tribute yearly 
from Egypt. He built Bridges, Temples, Por- 
tico's, Balilica's, by the Hands of his Saldiers. 
He opened the Mouths of Rivers in many 
laces, and draincd ſeveral Fens, which he 
fitted for Tillage and Paſture. He Fought 
the Palm;zrent, who in the behalf of Odenatus 
and Zenobia defended Egypt againſt the Em- 
pire. The firſt ime he came off with Suc- 
cels. The (ſecond time, he was a little Raſh,and 
was near bcing taken. But afterwards reco- 
yering his Strength, he reduced Egypr and the 
greatelt partof the Eaſt, unto the Obedience 
of Aurelian. Since therefore upon the ac- 
count of ſo many and ſo great Virtues, he 
ſhined in the Eyes of the Empire, at the time 
of the death of Tacitus, though Florianus 1m- 
mediately precended to ſucceed his Brother, yer 


all the Oriental Army declared Probus Em- 


peror. 


263 


The manner of his Elevation may be ſome- His Ele- 
thing pleaſant, which was thus. When the varion ro 


in the Eaſt were for preventing thole in Zaly, 
and allo for preventing the Senate's making 
the Emperor a ſecond time. The Queſtion 
was, Whom they ſhould pitch upon. The 


Tribunes went about the Camp, and diſcourſed 
and Bat- 
talion 


the Soldiers, Mamiple by Manip's, 


News came of the death of Tacitus, the Forces ot Em» 
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talion by Battalion ; Saying, we muſt have one, || ; 
who is a Man of Courage, Goodneſs, Mo« ff ; 
deſty, Clemency, and Probity. Probity to 
be ſure, brought up the Rear of all the Vir- 
tues, which they defired to find in him; till Þ} 
repeating the ſame ſo often, the whole Army I} y 
took the Hint, and unanimouſly, as 1t they. Wd 
were Inſpired to it, cryed a Probus. We Salute  & 
Probus our Soveraign z the Gods (ave your Ma- | b 
jeity. Then they ran and ereRted a Tribunal of KI «| 
Turf, and took Probus and proclaimed* him IſW c 
Emperor, and put upon him a Cloth of Pur. WW F 
ple, which was taken for the purpoſe from off r: 
a Statue in the Temple, and from thence they Þ n 
Carried him to the Palace; he all the while 
moving againſt his will, and drawing back, 
Unmwil- and often ſaying to them. Gentlemen, Th. 
lirg to wu not Convenient for your ſelves, Tow will not 
take 3t up” 1; well under me. I cannot flatter With you & 
_—_ The firſt Letter, which He afterwards ſent Ml B 
to Capito, the Captain of the Guards, wa'Wl 'w 


this. th 


S I hawe never Coveted the Empire, ſo I | C 

have taken it upon me againſt my will, I | bi 
is a moſt Inwidions thmg + and yet it is not free for fl b 
me to belp my ſelf. 1 muſ# At the Perſon, that i= ſe 
the Army hath impoſed upon me, T beſeech. you, N de 
Capito, enjoy, as you do, with me the ſhare, and } te 
the Command that you bave, 4n the Intereſtt i to 
of the State, and provide Convoys and Provi- | m 
fions , and whatever is neceſſary every where | pl, 
for 1he Soldiers, I, for my part, if you taks 
the care, that all things be done well, ſhall be 


glad 
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glad to have no other Captain of the Guard;, 
than ou. 


The Guards therefore, and the Army in 
haly, hearing of the Elevation of Probus, than 
whom they knew, that no Perſon was more 


«deſerving, they killed Florianus, who had pie- Florianus 
tended totake upon him the Crown, as ic were [4 


by Inheritance ; and without more Oiſturbance 
the whole Empire was deterred to him, by the 
conſent of both the Soldiery and the Senate. 
For to the latter Probus lent the following Ha- 
rangue, Which they anſwered with all the 
marks poſlible of Joy and Approbation. 


A + =. 


Fathers of the Senate, 


T7 was very well, and wery regularly done 

the Igf Year, that the Roman Emperor was 
created bPGhour Excellencies, and out of your own 
Body, who both are, and always bawve been, and 
will in your Poſterity ever be the Soveraigns of 


. 


"the World, I wiſh that Fiorianus bad waned for 


the ſame agam from you; and that be bad not 
Challenged to hiniſelf the Empire, as if tt was 
his Inheritance 3 or, that be or any other Per/on 


bad been exalted to it by you, But be having © 


ſeized it on bis own Head, and the Army having 
deferred it to ur, and puniſhed upon him an at- 


tempt in which be did Uſurp, 1 refer my ſelf wholly 


to the Command of your Excellencies to judge of 


my Deſervings, and to do with me as you 
pleaſe, 


'The 


ce tr tn en nn COS 
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The Senate being met upon the thir 
" of the Nones of February, in the Temph 
Concord, paſſed the AR in the favour of 


Probus, in this manner. 


The Conſul eAlius Scorpienus, faid to them, 
Gentlemen, You have beard the Letter of Au: 
relius Valerius Probus. What ſay you to#. 


They cried, The Gods ſawe the Emperor Pro- 
bus. We welcome bis Majeſty tothe Crown. Tu 
have been long a worthy, Brave, Fuſt, and Gu 
Commander and General. As you are an Ex 
ample to the Army, be an Example to the Emping, 
The Gods [ave you. Reign im Happineſs ; an Aſ- 
ſertor of the State, and a Maſter of War, Rej 
in Happineſs. The Gods preſerve Jou jy Jo 
The Senate had already Choſen you in de, 
You come after Tacitus in reſpet# the B” 
which you are of ; but you are before all in 6 
things elſe. We thank you, that you bave under 
i the Empire. Defend us, defend it. W 
may well commit our ſelves to you, who hawe 

already preſerved us. A Conqueror of the Franks, 
Goths, Sarmathins, Parthians : you are all th; 

and always have been worthy of the Empire, w >= 
thy o 44 Triumphs. Proceed art Reign in alt Hay- 


YTBBOrRt OOt Som. 


Then 
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Then Manlins Statianus, who was the eldeft 
Senator, ſpoke thus, 


Fathers of the Senate, 


Hanks to the Immortal Gods, and above the 
. reſt to the moſt excellent Jupiter, who bath 
vl giver »s ſuch a Priflte, as we bave ever wiſht 
to enjoy, If we conſider it well, we have no 
want now of either Aurelian, or Alexandec 
Severus, or the Antoninuſles or Trajan , or 
Claudius. We have all things, and all their Vir. 
tnes in this one Prince, The knowledge of War, 
Clemency, a good Life, an exemplar of @ Patriot, 
and Bravery to the higbeſs PerfetFion. What 
yart of the World is there, to which be hath not 
le known his Viftorious Arms ? witneſs the 
farmoricans i= Africk, vanquiſhed by him ; 
vitneſs the. Franks, whom be bath overthrown 
ris their own wnpaſſable Fens;, witneſs the Ger- 
al mans and the Almains ; whom bow far bath 
#: We repulſed from the Banks of che Rhine? har 
WW ſhall I Jay more. of the Sarmatians, the Goths, 
we ihe Parthians, and all the Conntry upon the 
G, 
p- 


Euxine ? Every where do the Trophies of the V a- 
law of Probus flouriſh. It would be too long to 
tell how many Kings of great Nations hath be put 
to flight ? What Captams bath be killed with his 
nwn band ? What numbers of Arms bath be taken 
im bis time ? The Letters of our Emperors which 
are pos the Records, ſhew what Publick thanks, 
be bath received from all thoſe for bis ſignal Ser- 
vices, My good Gods' How many times hath 
eld fbe beers crowned with the Miltary reward: ? 
What Elogiums bath be had from the Soldiers ? 
| Whilſt 
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Whil# be was but a Youth, be was 8s Tribune 

the Auxiliaries; and not long after, be was mads 
the ſame in the Roman Legions. Wherefore, thou 
moſt excellent and moſt powerful Jupiter, and Jung 
the Sueen, and tho Minerva the Preſident if 
Arts, and thou the Goddeſs Concord, and thy 
Goddeſs Vidtory, grant ye this Favour to the Se. 
nate and People of Rome, #6 our Allies, . and ty 
Foreign Nations, that Probus may Reign as Hay. 
pily, as be hath ſerved. I, Gentlemen, with all 
your Conſents, do Decree to bim the Style and 
Title of our Czlar and our Emperor ; and I adl 
thereto the Proconſular Power, the Honour of the 
Tithe of Father of our Country, the Soveraign Pon- 
tificate, the right of a third Reference, and the 
Tribunitian Power. They cried, We all, , 
ſay the ſame; and ſo the Houls rile. | 


Probus having received this Ac of the $+ 
nate, ſent a ſecond Letter to them ; by which 
he permitted them to Judge of Appeals 3 to 
Create the Proconſuls ; to Create Lieutenant 
with Conſular Power, over Legatorian Pro- 
vinces ; and Preſidents with the Power of Pre: 
tors ; to Confirm and Conlecrate by their De 
crees, the Ads which he thought fit to make 
himſelf. Then he by ſeveral ways puniſhedas 
many as were yet alive, of the Murderers of 4« 
relian; and yet he did with more Tendernels, 
and more Moderation,than either the Army,oc 
Tacitms had done before. He puniſhed allo 
thoſe who had been the Murderers of Tacitw 
He pardoned the Accomplices of Florianus 


becauſe he thought, becauſe he thought ta 
; they 
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they followed him not as an Uſurper, but as 
their laſt Princes Brother. He accepted the 
Obedience of all the European Forces, that 
had made Florianus Emperor, and killed him 
when they had done. In the next place he 
ſet out with a Puiſſant Army for Gallia ; which 
firſt fell into Confuſion upon the Death of 


"0 Poſt bumius ; but was over-run with the Germans 


P BF fince the death of Aurelian; He fought there probus hg 
ſeveral great and happy Batcels; inſomuch that Succeſſes 
he recovered f{1xty Noble Cities which were 424m/? 
fallen into the Hands of the Barbarians: He *** Barbs 
retook all the Prey beſide, and all the Riches * 


which they had ſucked out of the People, and 


hem, whilſt they were roaring up and down 
"Mthe Country 1n ſecurity, as far as to the Bor- 
ders of Italy, nigh four hundred thouſand, and 
the remainder he drove beyond the Rivers of 
Elbe and Necker. He took as much Booty 
fom them, as they had before taken from 
the Romans ; befides which he planted Roman 
Colonies and Garriſons 'on the Barbarian 
Gil, and placed his Soldiers upon them. He 
aligned Fields, Barns, Houſes and Maga- 
zines for all the Forces, which he fixt on the 
xther fide of the Rhine: Heads of the Barba- 
ans were daily brought to him at the Price of 
zCrown of Gold a Head : nor did he forbeac 
Sis Purſuic of them, till Nine of their Petty 
ings of ſeveral Nations came, and threw 
hemſelves at his Feet : from whom he firſt de- 
nanded Hoſtages, which were preſently given : 
bert Corn 4 Cattel and —J_ {ome ſay, he 


COm- 


raunted themſelves inſolently in: he flew of 
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commanded them, not to uſe a Sword again, 
but to expe the defence of the Romen Army, 
in caſe they were attack'd by any Enemy, 
But this is ſo hard, that I think it cannot be; 
unleſs the Conqueſts of che Romans had been 
more extended, and all Germany had been rg 
duced into a Province. However he ſeverch 
puniſhed ſuch with the conſent of thoſe Roy. 
telets themſelves, as continued to keep back 
any of the Spoil, which they had taken upon 
the Roman Provinces, and did not faithfully ow 
turn it. He accepted of a Draught of fxtem 
thouſand Young and Freſh Men out of the 
Forces of theſe Barbarians ; which he diſperſe 
into ſeveral Provinces of the Empire, and 
ferted them into the Legions, and into the" 
Garriſons upon the Frontiers, by about hilyf 

or {ixty in a Legion; ſaying, That though un 1F'* 


good for the Romans to ſerve themſelves of th 
aſſiſt ances of tbe Barbarians,yet that fi} anceengh 
rather to be felt, than ſees, So having | 

the State of Gala, he ſent the following Let 


ter to the Senate. 


Fathers of the Senate, 
Groe thanks to the Immortal Gods, that thy 
have approved and juſtified your Fudgement, 

in your Choice of me : all that broad and extended 
Country of Gerinany s ſobjugated. Nimme Kay 
of the ſeveral Nations bawe in the humbleſt mar 
wer caſt themſelves at my Feet. Nay rather, If 
ſhould ſay, it #s at your Feet. They all now Plow, 
and Sow for you ; and they fight for you againf 
the reft of your Enemies. Tou will therefore oF 


porw 
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ain, | goin! the Proceſſions and Thankſgivings to the Gods 
| a wſual. Four hundred thenſand of the Enemy 
gre ſlain; and ſixteen thouſand others, 2Ath ther 
Arms, are come into our Service. Sixty Noble 
Cities are recovered out of the Slavery of the 
Enemy, and all Gallia « entirely ſet at Liber- 
The Crowns of Gold, which all the Cities 
of Gallia bave preſemed me with upon th occa- 
fom, 1 bawve remitted to you, my Fathers, to be 
hy your Hands Conſecrated to the moſt Excellent, 
ad moſt mighty Jupiter, and the reft of the In- 
mertal Gods and Goddeſſes, All the Spoil, which 
they bad taken from us, u retaken, and a preat 
deal more and better toit. The Fields of Gallia 
re plowed with the Cattle of the Barbarians, and 
be German Beaſts yield their Captive Necks to 
y Yoaks, All their Sheep graze now upon our 
afture, and their Horſe are with owr Horſe, 
{ owr Barns are full with their Corn, What 
i I ſay mere? If we have left the bare Soil 
rbaps, it i all : their Goods are all in onr Pof- 
flow, We bave been ſometime thinking, my Fa- 
bers, to appoint a new Preſident of Germany, 
we have deferred it, as yet to another op- 
wiunity, when the Divine Providence ſhall ill 
wher have proſpered our Arms, 


ES Mx 
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From Gallia, he went into 1//ricum, In his 
y to which he ſo ſecured and eſtabliſhed the 
eace of Rhetia, as ndt to leave the leaft lrfpi- 
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hers who had thruſt themſelves in there, that 


 eafily recovered all the Places and Spoil, 
U 3 . whach 


AJDSz 


29T 


wn of any Danger from chence. In Myri- H's Con- 


m, he lo ſeverely beat the Sarmatians, and 7? of 
the Sar- 


1.408, 
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which they poſſeſſed, without almoſt making 
more War. He carried his Arms into Thra 
and Dacia: where all that Gothick People, 
frighted with only the Fame of his Adtion 
and ſeeing the antient Power of the Emyin 
revived in him, ſubmitted to him, and becany 
his Friends. Then he went into the Eaſt, þ 
took and (lew, in his way, a Robber, of grey 
Power, called Palfrurlus ; which was a mean 
of the recovery of all the Province of  1ſawy 
in the Leſſer Aſia, to the Obedience of th 
Laws of the Romans, He entred either þ 
force or friendſhip into the Places poſletled by 
the Barbarians in that Province 3 and when 
had done, he ſaid, ic was a Country in whid, 
it was eaſier to drive the Robbers that ink 
ſted it, from one place to another, than 
extirpate them, and to rid the Country of then 
All the Avenues and Straights he gave to kt 
enjoyed and inhabited by Veterans, and Super 
annuated Soldiers, under a Law,that they ſhould 
ſend their Sons to the War at the Age « 
Eighteen, leſt they take to be Robbers, bs 
fore they come to be Soldiers. 

He reduced unto a peaceable ſubjection al 
the parts of Pamphylia, and the other Pro 
vinces adjoyning to 1/auria, and fo followed . 
his Journey into the Eaſt. He Conquered theffjeg: 
Blemmy#, of whom he ſent ſome Priſoners t 
Rome, who were a wonderful Spectacle andanuc 
Admiration there to all the People. The Cite] 
of Coptos and Ptolemas in Egypt he took, and 
delivered them from the Barbarian Yoak, andſpe 
adjoyned them to the Empire. The s ms 

wheredt 
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whereof wrought ſo upon the Perſians, that 
they ſent Embaſſadours to him , confe(- 
fing the fears which they conceived of his 
Arms, and deſiring a. Peace. He received 
thoſe Embaſſadours ver ws +4 , and ſent 
them home with —_ thoughts than they. 
came. He refuſed the Preſents, which they 
brought him from the King their Maſter, and 
wit thereupon this Letcer to Narſews, the Go- 
rernor of Armenia, for the King of Perſia. 


d LL that you have, will be mine; 1 won- 
, der therefore, that you ſhould think to pra- 

fe me with ſuch a Handful of things. You may 
aſe to take to your ſelf again , what you [0 
much delight in : when we would have them, 
know bow we ought to poſſeſs our ſelves of 


This Letter was a matter of great Conſter- 
ation to Narſews, eſpecially as it w3s accom- 
panied with the News of the taking of the 

ities of Coptos and Prolemas from the Blem- 
me, and the parting thoſe People to the 
Slaughter 5 who before had made themſelves a 

error to all their Neighbours. 

After the Peace of Perſia, Probus returned 
xagain into Thrace ; where, upon: the Lands of 
offine Rowan Empire he planted one hundred 
bouſand of the Baſtarne, who all kept their 
icFaith with him : but others of the Barbarian 

ndNations, of whom he tranſplanted great num- 
ers in like manner, that is, of the Gepidi, the 

*bungi, and the Vandals, all theſe broke their 

U :3 Faith, 
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Faith, and whilſt Probas was imployed in the 
Wars with Saturninus, and thoſe who pre. if 
tended to Uſurp the Empire from him, they 
roſe, and found a means to over-run al 

all parts, by Sea or Land, to the trouble and 
the diſhonour of the Roman Name ; till Þy. 
bus at length by ſeveral turns fet upon them 
overcame them, and oppreſſed them, and lek 
to few of them the happineſs of getting home 
in (afety. 

Thele were his Actions with the Barks 
rians. His other Troubles were fuch, as hx 
ſuffered from the attempts of particular an 
bitious Subjeas, who were for ſetting them 


His inte-j (elves up for the Empire : one of whom wg 


ſtine 


Saturninus, who uſurped the Empire of th 


Troubles. Eaſt, and who engaged Probur in ſeveral Bak 
tels ; till Probus by his known Gallantry ores 
came him, and with the ſame Conqueſt eſt 


bliſhed ſuch a firm Peace in the Eaſt, thatanFW: 
a Mouſe dared to ſtir more there. The othen 
who pretended to the Empire in like manner, 
were Proculus and Bonoſus at the City of C+ 
logne ; who challenged to themſelves all the 
Provinces of Britain, Spain, and Gallia. Bit 
the Germans refuſed to afliſt them in their En 
terprize. The Arms of Probus prevailed orer 
both theſe, of whom, asalfo of Saturnine and / 
Firmus, a more particular' account will follon 
afterwards by themſelves. After this, Proju: 
permitted to all Galli, Spain, and Pannons, 
the liberty of Planting Vines, and making. 
Wine : he ſet his own Soldiers upon diggin 
the Mountain Almys, which is by the City 
Sirminn 
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Sirmiinm 1n the Lower Pamnoma, and he planted 

' Bic himſelf with an excellent Grape. 

"'E Coming to Rome, he entertained the People His Re- 
there with the Publick Games and Paſtimes in #7” *2 
z manner which was very magnificent ; be. *%"* 
hides the Largefies, which he gave amongſt 
them. He Celebrated a Triumph for his Con- 
queſt of the Blemmye, and the Germans in 
which he had Troops, to the number of fifty 
in a Troop, of Men of all Nations that 
marched before him. He gave an Entertain- 
ment of a Chaſe of Beaſts in the Cirque, which 
was very Generous. The People firſt Hunted, 
and then ſhared the Beaſts amongſt them. The 
manner-of it was thus ; the whole Cirque was 
mrned into the nature of a Foreſt. Great 
Trees pulled up -by the Roots by the Soldiers, 
were Planted up and down, on Beams co- 
rered with Earth, the Trees green and freſhs 
and then by the ſeveral Paſſages which opened 
into the Cirque, entred a thouſand Oftriches, 

a thouſand Stags, a thouſand Boars, a thou- 
ſand Deer, Evecks, wild Sheep, and other Her- 
batick Animals of as many kinds as could be , 
had ; all which the: Populace being let in 
pon them, encountred, and killed, and took 
every one What they could. Another day he 
cauſed a hundred great Lions ta enter into the 
Cirque at once, who raiſed a fort of Thun- 
dec with their Roaring. All theſe were killed 

upon the place, and in theſe Encounters many 
che Men, that fought with the Beaſts, by 
accident have killed one another. Then came 
forth a hundred Libyan Leopards, a hundred 
U 4 ther 


T:>F3Fa255 


F-OF 


FEET: 


'= 5. 


296 The Life and Reign of the Vol. ll, 


other Syrian Leopards, a hundred Lioneſſe, 
and three hundred Bears; the \ fight of {l 
which was not to be ſaid fo grateful, as it wy 
great, Next appeared three hundred coupl, 
of 'Gladtators, amongſt which were ſever; 
of the Blemmyz, who had been led in Ti;- 
umph, ſeveral Germans and Sarmatians, and 
ſome alſo of the Robbers that had bee 
taken and brought out of the Province of 
Iſauria, 
Afcer theſe things, as Probus was preparing 
for a War with Perſia, and was come, on hy 
F1is Death Way, as far as tothe City Sirminm in Sclavou, 
and the the Soldiers plotted together and killed hm 
Occaſion. "The occaſions whereof were theſe. Furſt be 
cauſe he never ſuffered them to lie 1dle : fo 
he employed them upon many other Works 
beſides thoſe of the War, which he finiſhed 
by their Hands ; and ſaid, that Soldiers ought 
not to eat the Bread of the Country for n- if 
thing. The next thing was, that he ſad, 
that he hoped in a ſhore time he would make 
ic ſo, that the State ſhould have no need df 
Soldiers. Which 1s a great ſaying, and expreb 
{es an extraordinary force of Spirit. Hayem 
more need of Soldiers! Why, what 1s 1t but to 
lay, that the Romans ſhall univerſally Reign 
and Poſſeſs all things in ſafety ? Secure of the 
whole Earth for their Empire, there ſhall be 
no more of making Arms,nor gathering Mags 
Zines, nor Convoying Provitions 3 the Ox fl 
ſhall be kept ſor the uſe of the Plow, and the 
Hor\e for the Services of Peace; an Univer- 
ſal Peace! There ſhall be ao more Wars, no Þ 
| leading 
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leading into Captivity ; the Laws of the Ro- 
mens and their Magiſtrates ſhall every where 
rrevail in vigour. My AﬀeRtion to fo excel- 
ſen an Emperor would Tranſport me further, 


than the Qualicy of the Style in which I write, 


But I ſhall only add a 


Joes require or permir. 


third thing, which above all haſtened the Fa-. 


tal End of this Great Man, When he came to 


Sirmium, defiring to Fructihe and to Dilate the 
Borders of the place of his Nativity, he ſec 
ſeveral thouſands of his Soldiers upon the 


irayning a Fen; which was'to be done by 


making a great Fols to receive the Waters, and 


xonerate them by an Out-let into-the Sea; 


and ſo the Ground might become of ule tothe 
Peopleof Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Piece 


}f Work ſo inraged the Soldiers, that they al- 
aulced him; and as he fled for ſafety into an 


Iron Tower , which himſelf had built there 
for a Watch-Tower very high , they killed 
him in the fifth year of. his Reign: however 
afterwards the Army unammouſlly built him a 
lofty Sepuichre, whereon in Marble was In- 


graved this Inſcription : Here lies the Emperor 
Probus 3; who was @ Prince of true Probity, ac- 
cording to his Name. The Conqueror of all the 
Barbarian Nations, and the Conqueror of the Pre- 
tenders to the Empire in hu time. 

. When I compare the Emperor Probme with 
others of the Roman Princes his Predeceffors, 
and almoſt with all our Great Captains of the 
former time, whole Fortitude ; whoſe Cle- 
mency ; whoſe Prudence; whole extraordina- 
iy Actions have fignalized them to Poſterity. 
I am 
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| am apt to think that this Perſon was equal tg 
them, or if I may ſpeak it without envy, hs 
excelled them. In the five years of his Reign 
he finiſhed ſo many Wars, in ſo many ſevery 
parts of the World, and all in his own Perſon, 
that it is a wonderful thing, which way he 
rendred himſelf ſufficient for all thole occzh. 
ons. He did many Valiant Actions in Battl 
with his own Hand. He formed ſeveral { 
mous Commanders. Carws, Diocleſian, Cm. 
ſtantins, Aſclepiodotus, Annibalian, Leonides, Cx 
cropius, Piſontanus, Herenn:an, Gaudiſus, Us 
[inian, Herculius, Maximian, and others whon 
our. Fathers have admired, and of whom ſome 
have ſince approved themſelves good Prins il, 
upon the Throne, were All formed by te 
Diſcipline of Probus- Now let any one, nhoth 
pleaſes, compare with this the ewenty yeandl, 
the Reigns of Trajan and Hadrian : let hin 
compare as many of the Antonmuſſes ; or wht 
ſhall I fay, of the Emperor Augufus, becaule 
the years of his Reign are ſcarce very well ds 
termined ? Not co mention all ſuch as have 
been 1] Pnnces ! That famous Expreflion # 
lone of Probus, That in-a ſhort time there ſhould 
be no need of Soldiers, ſhews his vaſt 
and what he hoped to have been able to 
fe. He feared neither the Barbarians abroad 
nor Uſurpers at home; he was aſſured of hs 
own Conſcience. And to what a happineb 
had we all arrived, if he had lived to mak 
good his words? to have feen all the Province 
tree from Taxes, no Army to pay, the Renal c 


Treafures abiding Ecernal and unexhauſtibe,Fp, 
nothing 
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nothing ſpent by the Prince, nothing taken 
upon the Subje&t ! Cereainly it would have been 
a golden Age. We had had no more to do 
with C2mps : no more of the noiſe of Arms, 
nor of the Hammering them : The Soldiers 
that now diſquiet the State with Civil- War, 
would have Cultivated the Fieids or followed 
Navigation, or ſought their Employs in the 
Arts, and no more blood ſhed! Ye good Gods, 
in what hath the Reman State offended you ſo, 
that have taken from us ſuch an Excellent 
Prince. We now run upon Civil- Wars, and 
Arm Brother againſt Brother, and the Son 
againſt the Father : but well have our Em- 
perors done to Conſecrate Probus a God, and ; 
ſet up his Image in the Temples, and to Cele- 
rate him in the Proceflion to the Games of 
he Cirque. | 

The Poſterity of Probus, to avoid Odium or His Po- 
Envy, retired from Rowe and Publick Bufinels, ferity 
and placed themſelves about the City Verona, Pithdraw 
and the Lakes di Garda and Como, and thoſe 
are parts. I cannot omit to obſerve, that when ** 
an Image of Probus at Verona was lo ſtruck with 
Lightning, that the Robe, in which he was | 
done, changed its Colour, the Soothſayers 
anſwered thereupon, that thoſe of his Family 
ſhould be all of them one day of great Note 
in the Senate, and comes to be raiſed unto the 
ugdeſt Honours : which may perhaps here- 
ter be; but we ſee nothing of 1t as yer, 
The Senate received the News of the death 
of Probss with great diſpleaſure, and ſo did the 
People. But ha they heard of the Succel: 
{10n 


fion of Carss 1n his place, who though he w;; 
a good Man, was far diſtant however from 
the Merits of Probus, and had a Son belide 
(Carinus) that had always lived 1ll ; both the 
Senate and the People were ſtruck with a hor. 
rour; becauſe they apprehended the humour 
of the Father a little; but his wicked Heir 
much worſe. . 

This 1s what we have met with, and hay 
thought worthy to be committed to future Me- 
mory, concerning Probas. It remains, thx 
we give next a ſhort, but a diſtin account of 
Firmus, Saturninus, Bonoſus, and Proculus. Bs 
cauſe it was not fit to mix thoſe four Preten- 
ders to the Empire, together with the account 
of this good Prince. Afterwards, it my Lik 
ſerves.me, I may undertake the Hiſtory 
Carus and his Son. 
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that any particular Account is given © 
ſuch Petit Emperors, as Uſurping that 
Name, have ſet up themſelves in vain againſt 
the Received Prince, 1n ſome parts or other of 
the Roman Empire. The moſt that 1s done 15'to 
touch lightly upon them in a word, en Paſſant, 
er the manner with which Swetonizs Tran- 
quillus contents himſelf, who is a very Corre& 


T: is very ſeldom I know, that we _ 


and very Candid Writer, 1n relation to Amnto- * 


mins and Vindex Nor do I admire+at this in 
ſuch an Hiſtorian as Suetonizvs, to whom it was 
familiar, to love Brevity. But why Marius 
Maximus, who is the moſt Verboſe of all Men, 
and who hath not forborn to embaraſs himſelf 
with tedious Accounts of things, and to de- 
ſcend even to Fiftions and Fables, to fill up 
his Hiſtory ; why he hath not been more par- 
ticular than he 1s, in his Deſcriptions of Avidius 


Caſſius, Claudius Albin, and Peſcenmius Niger, 


who pretended to the Empire, the firſt againſt 
the Emperor Marcus Antonin, the others a- 
gainſt Septimins Severus, I do not underſtand 2? 
On the contrary, Trebellius Pollio hath though 
fit to be fo dihgent and ſo careful in his Co!- 
lections 
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leions as to thoſe Princes, whether Good 
Bad, undertaken by him, that he hath laid ts 
gether a ſeparate Hiſtory of Thirty Pretender 
to the Empire, who ſer up themſelves in, 
much about the Times of the Emperors Gd. 
lienus and Valerian, And ia imitation of hy 
Example, fince I have alreatly paſſed througk 
the Trouble of the Reigns of Aurelian, Tacky, 
Florian, and that great and fingular Pring 
Probrs, I am very willing before I proceedy 
thole of Carw, Namerien, and Carinw, who 
ſucceeded the next to the Empire , not to offi 
to ſay ſomething of Firmus, Saturninus, Proc. 
les, and Bonoſus, who ſet up themſelves in thy 
time of the Emperors Probw and Awrelin, 
You know, my dear Baſſws, what a Diſpuy 


we lately had with one, who 1s a great low iſ 


of Hiſtory, that is, M. Fonteizs ; when he ſad 
that Firmw, who pofleſſed himſelf of e£yyt 
in the time of Aurelian, was a Robber and 
not a Prince. Againſt which, I, together 
with me Rufus Cel{us, Cejonizs Fulianus, Fabin 
Softames, and Severus Arcbomins, afhrmed, that 
Firmus did both actually wear the Purple, as2 
Prince, and had a Coin ſtamped in his Name, 
whereof ſome Pieces were produced, and allo 
by the Grecian and the e/Egyptien Writings it 
appears, that in the Edits which he publiſhed, 
he 15 remarked by the Title of Emperor. The 
only Reaſon which Fonteias had to offer againſt 
this, was; That Aurehan did not ſay in bs 
Edi&, ſpeaking of Firmus, that he had killed 
a Tyrant or a Pſeuds- Emperor, but that he had 
deliver'd the State of a Robber. As1t it could 
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be expected, that ſo Renowned a Prince as As- 
zelian ſhould have given him any better Name. 
Or, as if all great Princes did not call thoſe 
Robbers, who Invade their Crowns, and are 
beaten beſides inthe Attempt. Not but that, I 
remember very well,that in the Life of Aureliey, 
[ have repreſented Firms, as one, who did nor 
pretend to the Purple, as an Emperor. For I 
muſt confeſs, that when I writ that, it was, be- 
cauſe I had not then the knowledge of all the 
tings concerning him, which I have attained 
to ſince. But to be ſhort ; 

Firmus was a Native of the City of Selexcis. 
Several Grecian Writers do give him to ano- 
ther place indeed ; but that 15 a miſtake, into 

hich they are led by this, that there are three 
at the ſame time of the ſame Name of Firms: ; 
thereof one was the Governour of «£gype ; 
ie other a Proconſul and a General on the 
Frontiers of Africe: But this Firmus was a 
friend and an Aſſociate of the Lady Zenobie ; 
or whom he, with the aſliſtance of the 4- 
ytians, took the City of Alexandria, and was 
length happily defeated by Awrelian, and the 
wonted bravery of that Prince. | 

There are many things reported of the Riches 
of this Firmus. It is ſaid, that he had the Walls 
of his Houſe Wainſcoted with Squares of Glaſs, 
faftned by Bitumen , and other Megicamcins. 


He was the Maſter of ſo much of the Manu- ® 


faure of Paper, that he often publickly ſaid, 
he could maintain an entire Army out of onl 
Paper and Glue. He entertained a great Frien 
ſhip with the Blemmye and the Saracens, = 
ene 
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ſent Ships of Merchandize oftentimes int, 
India, He had ewo Elephant's Teeth, ten Fog 
long ; with which, and ewo others added 
them, Aurelian who took them, deſigned y 
make a Chair; wherein to place a Statue 
Fupiter 1n Gold, covered with Jewels and; 
Robe of State, and illuſtrated with [nſcriptiong 
Which Statue was to be ſer up in the Temyh 
of the Swn, and to be entitled, Zwpiter the ging 
of Good Counſel. But Carinds afterwards pole 
{ing himſelf of thoſe Teeth, made a Preſe 
of them to a certain Lady, who uſed them fy 
the Feet of a Bed. I fay no more, becauſem: 
of this Age know her ; and for Poſterity, | 
it ſignifies nothing. But thus that Indjan Rany 
which was Conſecrated to the moſt Excellex 
and Mighty Jupiter, was by a lewd Pring 
made at once the Purchaſe of a Miſtreſs, a 
the Scene of the Exerciſe of her too. 

Firmus was of a large Stature, with prex 
and prominent Eyes, fr1zled Hair, Scars and 
Wounds on his Face, a blackiſh Viſage, th 
reſt of his Body fair enough, but Hairy ant 
Briſtly; ſo that a great many called him a 
clops. He eat a vaſt deal of Fleſh; ſome ſay 
a whole Oſtrich in a day. He drunk not mud 
Wine, but very much Water; and was a 
of a ſtrong Brain and ſo robuſt Nerves, that 
one might allow him to be ſtronger than the 
Gladiator Tritamus in Varro, For he would 

bear a Smith's Anvil, with Perſons with all thei 

force knocking upon it, upon his Breaſt, as hte 
lay bent in his Body backwards, and only relt 


ing upon his Hands and Feet, without none - 
l 
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the ground with his Back. There was once a 

diſpute betwixe hini and ſome of the Officers 

of Aurelian about Drinking. Burburus, a moſt. 

noted Drinker, and an old Soldier, challenged 

him to Drink with him; Firms drank uptwo 

large Veſſels full of Wine, and remained all 

the time after ſober, Says Burburus to him, 

Why have you not drank up the very Ground: too ? 

row [illy Creatare, an{wer'd Firmus, no body drink; 

Earth. 

This Firmus therefore aſſumed to himſelf the 

Qualicy of an Emperor, in oppoſition to Au- 

relian; and maintained the Parts which as yet 

were remaining to Zenobia 1n the Eaſt. Aurelian 

beat him, 1n his return from Heren 11 Meſopo- 
lf 10951. Somie ſay, Firmus afterwards Hanged His De- 
WW himſelf. But this is diſproved by the Edict of fea: 4nd 

Aurelian , which he ſeft to Rome, together with 294%» 

the Notice of his Victory, which was thus, 


The Emperor 4urelian to his moſt 
dearly beloved People of Rome, 
ſenderh Greeting. 


E have reduced all the Parts of the Ros 

man World whatever, unto a peaceable 

wbjettion to us. Firmus the Egyptian Robber, 
Wwho was in motion with a Company of Barbarians, 
ond was gathering up the reliques of the Forces 

as of Zenobia, in ſhort, we have arfeated, taken 
relt-W bir, and killed bim, There i nothing more for 


hingRyov, my Romans, now to be afraid of. The Tri- 
the þ,s bute 
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bute of Egypt, which that wicked Robber hal 
ſuſpended, will now come entire to you. Be ju 
at Concord with the Senate, and m good Amij 
with the Gentry, and the Soldiers of the Guark, 
I will take care, that nothing ſhall burt you. Enter 
tain your ſelves at the Paſtimes and the Shew:( 
the Cirque. Follow your Pleaſures, whil{# we a 
taken up with the Neceſſities of the State. When 
fore, my moſt Excellent Romans, and ſo he go 
on with his Edit. 


This, Sir, is what you may know, we hay 
collefted, that is worthy. of Remembrang, 
concerning Firmes, If you would delire tow 
derſtand further all the light and frivolay 
things which Aurelizs Feſt irues, a Servant of tie 
Emperor 4urelian, hath writtetn of him, I nult 


» 


refer you to read that Author your ſelf, I 


come next to Saturnims, who ſet up for the 
Empire againſt Probas, in the Parts of the Falt 


— * ———_ TO ©C}]” c I— CC I —C ——— _-- - "7" —— 


- — 2 Sw -- - — ————  - 


{ 


= 


bat 
A 
Mt "JOG — 
wh, i — — — 
- 
ps 
Ti 
gg | 

ATURNINUS wasby Nation a Frencb- 

man, who are a moſt Unquiet ſort of 

han People, and always ambitious of ſetting 
0G, Wup for Empire. 
ur Y This Man, being known to Aurelian to be 
olos Wan excellent Commander, was preferred by 
f is What Emperor to be the General on the Orien- 
mil Fe: Frontier. At the fame time he wiſely 
f, 1 on him, never to ſee efgypr. For 
r the Jeng, as it is thought, upon the Nature of 
Flt rhe Geuls on the one hand, and of the eEg1p- 


ians on the other, he was afraid, that ſhould 
aturninus come amongſt ſo troubleſome a 
_— as thoſe of the «Egyptians, he might 
y their Converſation be ſpurred on to thoſe 

ttempts, to which his French Genius it ſelf 
nough inclined him. 


_ —_— 


y will dare to ſing Seditious Songs publickly 
| Rea the Streets; Verhfiers upon the Perſons of 
ir Princes and Magiſtrates ; Afſtrologers, 
wothſayers,, Empiricks, ſometimes Chriltians, 
dmetmes Jews, always diſplealed with the 
-Þ prefent 
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The e/£gyptians, you know very well, are a Chara3:» 
'entole, Outragious, Proud, Injurious fort of of the F: 
*eople, Loole, Libertines, lovers of Novelties; 8yptians. 
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preſent Times, againſt which they give then: 
ſelves a ſtrange Liberty. I would not hay 
any <#gyptian to blame me for this Chara, 
nor think that I write it of my own head; fx 
I will inſert here a Letter of the Empery 
Hadrian, which 1 have met with 1n the Bogk 
of Phlegon, who was a Servant to him, thy 
fully dere&ts the Lives of the egyptian. 


The Emperor Hadrian unto Serviau 
the Conſul, Greeting. 


Have given my ſelf a perfeft Underſtand 
of Egypt; which you, my well beloved 

vianus, did ſometime recommend to me. 
are a light inconſtant People, always in [uſp 
and changing at every ſtroke of Fame. 
who Worſhip the God Serapis , are nevertbt| 
Chriſtians; and Men who call themſelves the B 
ſhops of Chriſt, are Votaries to Serap1s too. Thn 
1s no Ruler of the Synagogues of the Fews, m$ 
maritan, no Prebyter of the Chriſtians, no Aft 
loger, no Soothſayer, no Phyſician, but he Wa 
Serapis. The Patriarch bimſelf of Alexandn 
when he comes bither, us by ſome obliped to « 
Serapts, by others to adore Chriſt. A ſort of Mt 
they are, extreamly Seditious, Vain and Injuriaw 
Alexandria it ſelf ix Splendid, Rich, and Fru 
ful ; no body lives Idle in it, Some make Gla|\ 
others Paper , others work on Linen: every 
appears 10 be of one Art or other, Not ſo much 
the Gouty, either in Hand or Foot, but are 
ed, and have ſomething that they do» The Bll 
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gre employed. Serapis is a common God to them 
all, Him the Chriſtians, the Fews, and Perſons 
of all Nations Worſhip. I wiſh that it was a bet- 
ter-govern'd City. It deſerves certainly, by its Po- 
pulon/neſs and Magnitude, to bold the Reins of all 
AKgypt. 1 have granted to this City all things 
I have reſtored ut 10 uts antient Privileges, and 
have added new ones ro them; for which they 
thanked me, whilſt 1 was preſent with them; but 
I was no ſooner. deparied, but they ſpoke a thous 
and things againſt my Son Al1us Verus, and what 
they hawe ſaid concerning Ancinous, I believe you 
have beard. So 1 leave them to their Eggs and 
bickess ; which bow they Hatch, that is in a 
Dung bil, it is @ ſhame almoſt ro mention. TI have 
ſent you three Fgyptian Cups of changeable Co- 
wrs, which a Prieſt of the Temple made a Preſent 
'Wof to me. I dedicate them particularly to you and 
wy Siſter : I would have you to uſe them upon the 
WFe/tival Days, and take care that your young Son 
es not handle them too rougbly and break them. 


various and un{tcady Temper ot the ef£gyprians, 
commanded Saturninus not to come amongſt 
+. Fthem,co avoid the conſequences which he fore- 
ſaw, might follow upon it, if he did. In which 
he was in the right. For no ſooner did the /4- 
 Wgyptians (e2 him afcerwardsin Power, inthe time 
Not Probxs, but they cryeo, We make Saturninus 
Emperor, The Gods ſave your Majeſty, It 1s 
true, he prudently retired preſently from Alex- 
endria again, and went into Palefina, But 
fading there, that it was not ſafe for _—_ to 
IVG 
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So the Emperor Aurclian refleQing upon this , 
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hve aſter this in the Quality of a private Man, 
he ſuffered the Soldiers that were about him tg 
put upon him the Purple, and adore him x 
Emperor. The Purple was a Cloak, taken of 
for the purpoſe of a Statue of Venus, My Grand 
father was in the Company when he was Ado 
red : I have often heard him ſpeak of it. $8, 
rurninus, he (aid, wept, and expreſied himlelf 
thus : 

If I may ſpeak it without Arrogance, the Gs 
wernment bath loſt an uſeful SabjefF. It i 
tain, I have re-eſtabliſhed Gallia, I bave rt 
wered Africa out of the poſſeſſion of the Moon 
I have appeaſed Spain. But what's thus? tid 
loſt, and the Merit of it will be aboliſhed by thy m 
Honour, which you unbappily affett to give my, 

The Company that was about him, anims 
ting him on to the Enterprize, he ſaid; 

You know not, my Friends, what a troubliſan 
thing it « to be @ Prince? Drawn Swords by w 
thing but a Hair bang over our Heads ; tom 
where Poniards and Darts threaten ns, Ow 
Guards, our Companions themſelves are feard 


are forced to Wars and Arms, many times, a 
frary to our Judgments. Whatever one's Age u, i 
be ſure, it meets with Reproaches upon the Throw, 
1: a Man Old? be is diſabled, and paſt Servie, 
Is be Young? be is Wild and Raſh, What ſol 
T ſay of Probus, who s ſo univerſally Amiablii 
For whilſt you make me Rival to bim, to whin 
I willmgly Cede, and whoſe Officer I deſire rat 
to be, you draw me into a neceſſny of Deſt ruin, 
1 ſhall bawe only this Comfort, that I cannot peri 
e/one, * Tk 
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This, ſays M. Salvidienas , was truly his 

Speech. Indeed he was one, who had no 
ſmall knowledge of Letters. He had ſtudied 
Rhetorick in 4frics, and at Rome he had fre- 
quented the publick Academies. To be ſhore, 
I ſee ſome are miſtaken” about him, to think, 
that he was the Saturninus who pretended to 
the Empire in the time of Galiemmw, whereas 
this was altogether another Perſon. This Sarer- 
vinus Was ſet up in the time of Probre, and killed 
againſt almoſt the inclinations of that Prince. 
For Probns writ ſeveral kind Letters to him, 
and promiſed him his Pardon, But the Soldi- 
ers who were about him, would not give him 
leave to hearken tothoſe Offers. So the Party 
of Probus, which was ſent againſt him, beſieged $,4,,,... 
him in ſome Caſtle in which he was, and killed /a:z, 
him in the Acion. It would be tedious to 
deſcend to all the particulars of hisStature, his 
Perſon, his Shape, his Eating and Drinking, 
which others may, that pleaſe, trouble them- 
ſelves about, though the Example of them 
ſcarce —_— any thing. But I ſhall proceed 
to the following Account of Proculzs and 
Bonoſus, 


= > o —-EAatSgTS 


”' Ron TT 7 


2 TT <a SW”T © 


| W--=, = > 3 
| 
| 
| 


— =>. I'S 
* 
Þ 
G- 
> 
© 


= SA _ F "0m" ome ” = 
— - W 4. _— - ”_— v 
_ _ — \ the - - 


- - » - — 


——” — w_ — —_ 


_— 


- — 


—_ 


Em m——— > —— V———— —_— 
—- 


312 


His Ex-* P 


tratlion 
and 
Wealth. 


The Life of Vol.ll 


Ee, 


Ct. _— 


PROCULUS 


ROCULUS was a Native of the Cit 

of Albenga, in the Republick of Genw, 
amoneſt the Maritime 4lpes ; of a Gen 
tleman's Family : but as well himſelf, as h 
Anceſtors, were great Robbers; ſo that wha 
with the Cartel, the Slaves, and ſuch things x 
he had gotten by that means, he was very Ria 
Tc 1s ſaid, that at that time that he took upon 
him the Empire, he Armed two thouſand 
his own Slaves. 

He had a Virago to his Wife, who precyr 
tated him into the Madneſs of putting up 
the Empire. Her Name was at firſt Viturgis; 
afterwards ſhe was called Sampſon. They hat 
a Son called Hereznianws ; to whom it Proculs 
could have ſupported himſelf in his Enterprie 
but five Years, he ſaid, he would have ſecured 
the Empire after him. 

It cannot be denied, but that Proculus ws 
an extraorainary and a very brave Man ; and 
had always paſled his Life under Arms. He 
had Commanded in the Quality of a Tribune 
over ſeveral Legions, and had done Actions 
of great Valour. Not to omit a pleaſant Pal: 
ſage, which he glories in, in the following 
Letter, which I had rather give you in his own 
words, than repreſent it my ſelf 


Proculn 
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Proculus to Metianus his Kinſman, 


 wiſheth Health 


Have taken Captive ont of the Country of Sar- 
matia one hundred Virgins. Ten of which 1 
lay with in one Night.,' Tothe beſt of my power, 
im fifteen days, I have made Women of them all. 


This 15 a Ridiculous Action you ſee, and ex- 
tremelv -Libidinous, and yec he glories in it, 
and reckons as a fine thing, what was other- 
wiſe his Crime. However, being, notwith- 
ſtanding his Wickedneſs and his Lewdneſs, 
a conſiderable Officer, and one that acquit- 
ted himſelf always with great Courage, the 
Colony of Lyons in Frence, who had been ſe- 
verely Treated by the Emperor Aurelian, and 
were very much afraid again of Probas , fo- 
liciting him to it, he fer himſelf up to be 
Emperor. Oneſimes lays, which I do a re- 
member that I have read in'any oneelſe;- That 
he was made Emperor in Raillery, as it were, 
firſt at a Game of Cheſs. For being one-da 
atan Entertainment, at Play at Cheſs, in which 
he went out King ten times, one of the Com- 
pany who wanted not Wit, ſaluted him ypon 
it as Emperor, and ſaid , . The Gods ſave your 
Majeſty. And fetching him a piece of Purple, 
put 1t upon him, and then Adored him. This 
gave occaſion to the Company that was privy 
toit, to joyn with him, and they went next 
to gain the Army, and ſo ſet up for the Empire. 
Proculns 
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tration, © 


ther either a Profeſſor in Rhetorick, as he (the 
Son) ſaid, or as F have found from others, a 
Grammarian; who dying when this his Son 
was _ young, his Mother, who was a Wo- 
man 


ſomething of: Letters. 


The Life of Vol. 


Proculus was not a little ſerviceable to the 
Gaul:. For thaugh he never fayght , but in 
the way of the Brigundages, which he cont. 
nually committed, he gained himſelf an 
them ſome glory over the Germans. 

Probus coming againſt him, and ready vw 
drive him almoſt: out of the World, he defird ll « 
to take Refuge in the aſſiſtance of the Frank; 
from whom he pretended to derive his Orig 
nal. But as it is familiar with the Frank of & 
break their Faith, and make no more than; - 

n 
d 
t 


Jeſt of it, they betrayed him, and ſo Prolw 

overcame him and flew him. His Poſteriy 

are at this time living at Albengs, who in railley 

will often fay , that they neither like being 

—— nor Princes. So mpch concerning 
YOCHINS, 


— OO  — — 


BONOSUS. 


ONOSUS was of a Houſe of Spain, 
but Born in Britewy. His Mother 4 
Gauleſe or a French Woman, His F&- 


Wit, educated him and taught fum 


He 


Vol.1l. BONOSUS. 


. He ſerved as a Soldier firft im the Foot, and 
afterwards in the Horſe. Herofe,co be a Cen- 
turion, then ta be a Tribune, and at laft tobe 
the General on the Frontier of Rberza. 

No Man ever drank likes Bonoſas. The 
Emperor Awrelian ſaid often, of him, That _ 
certainly he was born, not.to ſay to Live, but Hi- 4bili- 

cticularly co live to Drink. That Emperor Drink 
Carer long had him in efteem, becauſe of his "$* 
experience in the matter of War. And when 
any Embafſadors arrived from the Barbarian 
Nations of what Parts ſqever, it was the bult- 
neſs of Bonoſus to drink with them, till in their 
drink he diſcover'd out of them many times 
their ſecrets. For Bonoſus, let him drink to 
what excels he would, was never concerned : 

But on the contrary, as Oneſanwe:lays in his Life - 
of Probws, he was even the more prudent and 
more diſcreet for drinking. Withal he had 
this particular Quality with him, that as much 
as he drank, it paſſed from him again. It never 
was any burden to his Stomach, or his Belly, 
or his Bladder. | | 

Ic happening one time, that the German; 
had burnt the Shipping which the Romans uſed 
upon the River Rhine, Bonoſus, to avoid the 
puniſhment which he fear2d for his Neglet 
1n that matter, ſet up himſelf Emperor. He 
ſupported himſelf with that Qualjcy longec 
than it was well to be expeted. He engaged Hit De- 
the Emperor Prebwe in a feyere Battel : but feat and 
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being overcome, he Hanged himſelf ; and they 24:5. 
Jeſt upon him, and laid, It « 5. Hoglhea 


and not s Man, that hangs here. 
He 
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He left two Sons, and a Wife. The Song, 
Probus forgave. The Wife he was very obliging 
_ to, and allowed her a Penſion to her death, 
For beſides, that ſhe was a Woman, as my 
Grandfather hath ſaid, of Wit and of fingular 
Merit; ſhe was a Princeſs of the Royal Blood 
of the Goths, and one whom the Emperor Au 
relian had purpoſely married to Bonoſws , that 
through her and him he might the better pe- 
netrate into all the Afﬀairs of the Gotbs, I will 
give you here a Letter of Aurelien written to 
the Lieutenant of Thrace, concerning that 
Marriage, and the Preſents which Aurelian 
gave upon this occaſion. 


ho 


The Emperor Aurelian to Gallio 
Avyitus, Greeting, 


w—— = 


Writ to you in my laſt, to Aſſemble the Perſons 

of Quality of the Goths, at the City of Heracla, 
for whom I have order d an Entertainment. Far 
T1 have a mind that Hunila ſhall be Married to 
Bonoſus. You ſhall preſent the Bride with al 
things, according to the underwritten Order, and 
Jou ſhali Celebrate the Nuptials cut of the Publick 
Money. 

' The Preſents were, Fine Gowns of a Violet 
Colour, of Silk : one of Silk, embroider'd with 
Gold. Two fine Smocks, and all ſuch other 
things as are proper for a Lady of Quality. 
You ſhall give her one hundred Philips in Gold, 
One thouſand Antonines in Sihver, and Ten 
thouſand Seſterces in Braſs. | 

This 
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Vol. IE. BONOSUS. 


This 15 what I remember, that I have read 
2s to Bonoſus. I might have omitted all theſe 
four laſt Perſons, and perhaps no body would 
have milſed them. But becauſe I would not 
be wanting 1n any thing to my Truſt, I have 
taken the care of intimating as much as I have 
been able to learn, concerning theſe alſo. 

The remaining Princes, are Carus, Nume- 
rianus and .Carinis : For as for Diccleſian and 
thole that follow, it is fit, that they ſhould be 
Repreſented by a bertex Pen than mine. 
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THE 


Life and Reign 


OF ,THE 


EMPEROR 
CARUS. 


B Y 
FLAVIUS VOPISCUS. 
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OW the Power of Fate reigns over 
the Commonwealth of Rome, and 
ſometimes raiſes it to the greateſt 
heighth, and then humbles it again, 
and throws it down as much the other way; 
the Death of the Emperor Probus 1s a ſuffct- 
cient demonſtration. Probus had ſucceeded 
to the Empire after Aurelian, by the joynt 
Voice of the Senate and the People - 
whi 
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Vol. II, Emperor Carus. 


whilſt the Laws and the Government were 
lodged in ſo = a Hand, we ſeemed ſecure, 
conſidering that we had now enjoyed a few 
good Reigns together of a continued Series of 
Happineſs to relieve the State, after all the dif- 
ferent Calamities, and after ſo many changes 
of Fortune with which it had been toſſed and 
varied in the courſe of time, in that manner, 
thatit hath ſuffered almoſt all che Events 
which are incident to any Man, by the Mor- 
tality of his Nature. 

But by a fatal Paſſion of the Soldiers, this ſo 
acceptable Emperor, Probus, was cut off; whoſe 
R lols was fo great, that we were no leſs ſtruck 
Wat it, than a Man in a Fire or in a Shipwrack ; 
and the Publick was reduced to that deſpair, 
25 that every one feared the Succeflion of ſome 
© BE Domitien, Vitellime or Nero in his place. It is 
natural at any time rather to have Fears than 
— {Hopes from the manners of an uncertain 
Prince : But eſpecially well might a People do 
ſo, whoſe Wounds were yet green, and who 
not long fince had had one of their Emperors 
(Valerian ) carried into Captivity; another (Gal- 
liens) given up to Luxury, and about Thirty 
pretended Princes, in the mean time ſtarting 
up, and rending the Empire in Pieces by a Ci- 
vil War, according as eyery.one challenged the 

dvereignty to himſelf. 

If we take a view of the Changes which the 
Commonwealth of Rowe hath ſuffered from 
the Foundation of the City, we ſhall find, that 
never any People hath flouriſhed more by good 
Fortune, nor yet laboured under worſe. _ 
711i 
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mulus, to begin with him , our true Father 


Fortune of who 45 I may ſay, begat, founded, coriſtit 


og ted, and confirmed this State, had the fingy 
rent Prin. Jar Happineſs above all other Founders to leay 


ces, 


a perfet City. Numa afterwards added Tr 
umphs to this City by his vitorions Arms, and 
at the ſame time ſtrengthened it with Laws 
Religion, So we flouriſhed to the time df 
Tarquin the proud ; and then a Storm fell uy 
on us, occaſioned by the arbitrary Vices of thi 
King, which we revenged ; but it was ni 
without much hazarding our own Ruitie. Fron 
thence we pafled and increaſed to the Ward 
the Gauls, when we were over-run with a Flood 
of the Enemy, the City of Rome, excepting 
only the Capitol taken ; and we ſuffered wel 
nigh more hurt now, than we ever enjoje 
good, ſince our very Foundation. However, 
our Commonwealth recovered itſelf from thi 
Blow ; but yet it was ſo plagued with the Cer 
thapginian Wars, and the Terror of King Pyrrbs, 
that 1t could not be at any reſt for its miſerabk 
Fears. At length, we conquered Carthage, 
and extended our Empire far beyond the Seas; 
the Senſe of which Felicity was extenuated to 
us, by our Social Diſcords, and our Civil War 
under which we ſpent our time, unto Avguf 
Ceſar, who repaired the State for us anew, | 
we may call that yet a Reparation, which wa! 
wrought atthe Expence of our Liberty. How 
ever 1t is, although we were ſometime troubled 
at home, amongſt foreign Nations our Nami 
Houriſhed ; and after ſeveral 11] Emperors that 


afflicted us, the State lifted up ts Head agal 
unde 


Yol. Il. Emperor Carus, 

under Ve/pe/ian. The Happineſs of Titw w 

. ' go ſooner enjayed than loſt; Fo LIEN 
ceeded the cruel Domitian, whoſe Wounds went 


Marcus Amoninus, our Condition was better 
than 6rdinary ;3 but then came the mad and 
cruet Commodas, and excepting. in the Rei 
of Seprimics Sewerxs, the State received no pd 
from all is Pringes, from thence unto Seweras 
ie Son of Atzwmes. It would be tedious co 
xcount all the following Hiſtory: _ Valerian 
as caſt our of a Capacity of being enjoyed. 
allienas affliged us fregn Years. Forcune, 
tho loves variety, and 15 almoſt always an Ex 
xemy to Virtueg envied Chal efoas Reign ; 
I thus Ayrelian, thus Tacitus, thus Probus were 
a off ahd Eeſttoyed ; that we tnay ſee, there 
nqthing (9; grateful to Farrune, as to xurn 
ings of the moſt publick Nature and Con- 
quence variouſly upſide down. ge 

But why do 1 complain of theſe Matters 
e, anddelay my felt upon fuch-inconſtan- 
ies of the times 2 I come to the Emperor 


rt hage, | ! of | 
2 Seas; $414, who was a Prince, .as © may ſay, of 2 
\ted to Fiddle Character ; but rather to be placed 
| Wars $10ng the Good, than the ill ones; and he 


vguf ould have been much better, if he had not 
ew, {ft ſuch an Heir as Carina, | 
*h wat 
How 
oubled 


Nam Be the Trut 

rs than the Life of Probw very carefully, ſays, 
again Wat he was both born, and brought up to Ler- 
under YX rers 


deep. Under Nerva and Trajgn, and ſo. tq 
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The Country of the Nativity .of Carws is Birthe 

 ambiguoully reported by a great many, that pjace of 

cannot be preciſe to determine, on whoſe Carus w:- 
i lies Oneſimus, who hath writ. certain 
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ters at Rome ;* but that his Parents were of the 
Province of *Wyricum. Fabius Cyrillianus, who 
| hatficaken no lefs Pains abont the Hiſtory of 
the times of Carws, Numerianus, and Carinu 
fays; that he'was not born at Rowe, but in Jh 
ricum , and” not there of Ilrian, but of Car 
thapmian Parents. Now I remember I havf 
ſeen in ſome Journal, that he was a Miewif 
borti ; but 'by, ms Grandfather incorporated 
mto the City af Aquite;ca, Hwnſelf, it cannolf 
ye denied, pretended as if he 'was of Rome 
food, as the following Letter ſhews, which 
when he was'a Procon(ul, he writ to his Lies 
denant, re-minding hin of his Duty. 


Marcus Aurelius Carus the Proconk | 
- of Cilicia, * to, Junius his Liewe 
 nanr, 


UR Anceſtors, the great Men amonyh t 

Romans, have objerved a Cuſtom m | 
creating their Lieutenants, to give the World if" 
Specgnen of their own Manners by thoſe of wt 
they make Choice to a under them im the 
wice of the Government, But yet if thus Cuſt 
had not been, I had done no otherwiſe than 
hawe in my Choice of you. At the ſame time, | 
have obſerved this Cuſtom too, unleſs you decent 
me. Yeuwil pleaſe to rake care, that you dow 
make as different from our Roman Anceſtors, 


tj 


ol. (Vol. II. Emperor Carus, 
of the} His Speech which he firſt ſent to the Se- 


nate, afrer he was created Emperor, fighi- 
hes the ſame thing. A part at 1t was thus. 


[7 may be a Maiter of ſome Toy to you, Fa- 
UL thers of the Senate, that one out of your 0201 

Order, and alſo of your own Original « preferred 
to be Emperor. It ſhall not be by my means, that 
trangers and Foreigners (hall make better Princes, 


than thoſe who are choſen out of you.. 


Through the ſevera] degrees of Offices in 
»$'* Army and the Civil Lift ; this Perſon came 

2s the Titles upon his Statues ſhew ) to be the 
ptain of the Guards to the Emperor Probus ; 
n which Poſt, he gained himſelf ſo much the 
earts of the Soldiers, that after Probus was 
illed, they thought him the Man the moſt 
orthy of the Succeſſion. Not that I am 1n- 
nlible, that ſeveral have ſuſpeRed, that Pro- 
; was killed by an Intrigue of Carus. Burt, 
4 $5 C79 did conſtantly and ſeverely revenge 
| * Death of that Prince, fo neither the Man- 
14 ers of Carus, nor the Obligations which were 
d upon him by his Maſter, will ſuffer me co 
nve Credit to ſuch a Suſpicion. The Ho- 
jours Which Probus d1d him, and the Opinion 
ich he had of him, you may read in this 
ter to the Senate. 


nh 


Y 2 The 


ZZ 


374 


The Life and Reign of the Vol. \l, 


The Emperor Probas to his entirely 


beloved Senate wiſheth Health, 


| Mong (# otber things, he ſays, happy woull 

it be for our Empire, if we bad many ma 
ſuch Perſons to execute the publick Offices, as Can 
25, Or as @ great many alſo of you. I defwreths 
bu Statue, if you pleaſe, may be ſet up on Hir(s 
back, to the Honour of a Man who «- comps 
rable to the Antients ; and alſo that 8 Houſe my 
be built for him at the publick Charge ; the Mg. 
ble whereof ſhall be provided by me. It # þi 
that we ſhould ſo reward the Integrity of ſuch « 
Perſon, And fo he goes on. 


In ſhort, not to multiply things of lefſerms 
ment, and ſuch as are to bz found elſewhere, s 
ſoon as Carws had entred upon the Empi 
he with the Conſent ot all the Army proleq 
red the Deſign of che Perſian War, which hut 
been enterpriſed by Prob#s. To his two Sons 
Numerianus and Carinus, he gave the Title and 
Power of Czſars; the latter of which, he fent 
with choſen Perſons to the Government d 
Galiia, The former, who was a very (i 
and ingenious Youth, he took along wit 
himſelf, He often afterwards repented 
ſending Carinus into Gallia; and he woull 
much rather have ſent Numerianus, only I 
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was not of an Ape ſufficient, becauſe it is 4} g1\ 


place which eſpecially requires a ſteady Gover 
nou; 
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nour; for he was diſpleaſed with the Manners 

|| of Carinus, and complains of him in a Letter 
ly to the Captain of the Guards, inſomuch that 
he really had it ſometimes in his mind, what 

j Oneſimus ſays, to depole him for his ill deſerts, 
from his Ceſarean Dignity again. 

Carus ſerved himſelt of the great Preparati- 
ons and all the Force of Probus for the Wars, 
which he had before him. He diſpatched firſt 
in great part, that with the Sarmatians; and then 
marching againſt the Per/tans, wichout any op» 
poſition, he took the Country of Meſopotamia, 
and came as far as to the City of Creſipbon; whillt 
= the Perſians were engaged at home with their do- 
meſtick Seditions, This gave him che Title of 
Conquerour of the Perſians. He was in himſelt 

eedy of Glory, but his Captain of the Guards 
_ him further on to ir, ſeeking the De- 

ruction both of him and his Son, becauſe he 
coveted to ſuececd in the Empire after them» 
$0 being for extending the progreſs oft his 
Arms even beyond Cre/iphon, he marched and 
died preſently after; ſome ſay of Sickneſs, o- Dearth of 
thers, that he was ſtruck dead with Thunder Carus. 
and Lightning. It is crue, chat at chat time, 
there aroſe on a ſudden fuch a vaſt Tempeſt 
wth dreadful Lightning and more dreadful 

x Thunder, that ſeveral were almoft killed with 
YE only the Fright, But as for the real manner 
of the Death of Carus, the Letter following of 
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ul Funius Calpburnins, one of his Secretaries, writ- 
\xFten to the Governour of the City of Rome, 
is 4] gives this Account of it- 
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The Emperor Probas to his entirely | «, 
beloved Senate wiſheth Health, j* 


A er otber things, he ſays, happy wonll 

it be for our Empire, if we bad many mn; © ot 
ſuch Perſons to execute the publick Offices, as Cans i wi 
25, Or 4s @ great many alſo of you. I deſwerbaÞi in 
his Statue, if you pleaſe, may be ſet up on Hor« mi 
back, to the Honour of a Man who «- comps 
rable to the Antients ; and alſo that # Houſe my 
be built for him at the publick Charge ; the Mg. 
ble whereof ſhall be provided by me. It # þ 
that we ſhould ſo reward the Integrity of ſuch « 
Perſon, And ſo he goes on. 


In ſhort, not to multiply things of lefſerms 
ment, and ſuch as are to b2 found elſewhere, s 
ſoon as Carws had entred upon the Empi 
he with the Conſent ot all the Army prolec 
ted the Deſign of the Per/ian War, which hut 
been enterpriſed by Probas., To his two Sons 
Numerianus and Carinus, he gave the Tithe a 
Power of Czſars; the latter of which, he fent 
with choſen Perſons to the Government'd 
Gallia, The former, who was a very i 
and ingenious Youth, he took along mi 
himſelf, He often afterwards repented « 
ſending Carimus mnto Gall ; and he would 7 
much rather have ſent Numerianus, only lee 
was not of an Age ſufficient, becauſe it is give 
place which eſpecially requires a ſteady Gore 

nour 


LI VoL IE Emperor Carus. 325 


nour; for he was diſpleaſed with the Manners 
| of Carinus, and complains of him in a Letter 
Y |] to the Captain of the Guards, inſomuch that 
he really had it ſometimes in his mind, what 
j Oneſimus ſays, to depole him for his ill deſerts, 
from his Ceſarean Dignity again. 
al Carus ſerved himſelt of the great Preparati- 
«| ons and all the Force of Probus for the Wars, 
w} which he had before him. He diſpatched firſt 
«|| in great part, that with the Sarmatians; and then 
+ marching againſt the Perfans, wichout any op» 
+} poſition, he took the Country of Meſopotamia, 
5 and came as far as to the City of Creſipbon; whullt 
rf che Perſians were engaged at home with their do- 
if meſtick Seditions, This gave him che Title of 
© Conquerour of the Perſians. He was in himſel!t 
eedy of Glory, but his Captain of the Guards 
urred him further on to it, ſeeking the De- 
ruction both of him and his Son, becauſe he 
coveted to ſucceed in the Empire after them» 
So being for extending the progreſs ot his 
Arms even beyond Cre/iphon, he marched and 
died preſently after ; ſome ſay of Sickneſs, o- Death of 
vol thers, that he was ſtruck dead with Thunder Carus. 
vi and Lightning. lt is crue, that at that time, 
there aroſe on a ſudden fuch a vaſt Tempeſt 
Emith dreadful Lightning and more dreadful 
* Thunder, that ſeveral were almoft killed with 
*Fonly the Fright. But as for the real manner 
of the Death of Carus, the Letter following of 
| Junius Calpburnins, one of his Secretaries, writ- 
ten to the Governour of the City of Rome, 
gives this Account of it. 
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S Carus, fays he, our truly dear Prince lg 

fick m hu Tent, on a ſudden there aroſe ſuch 
a Hurricane and a Storm, that all things darkened, 
and we could not diſcery one another. Then follows 
ed Thunder and Lightnirg, like the continued fallmg 
of fiery Meteors from Heaven, which aſtoniſhed 
us ſo, that we did not know what we did, mr 
where we were, However, on a ſudden, it wa 
cried, the Emperor was dead, which bappened juf 
after the greateſt clap of Thunder, that had fright. 
ned all, The Servants of the Emperor s Bed 
Chamber, in grief for his Death, ſet Fire to by 
Tent. The Flame wheredf joyned with the Light 
ning, occaſioned a Diſcourſe, that he was kill F 
with the Lightning, But as much as I know 0 
the matter, I think it z certain, that it wad. 
bs illne[s, that he died. 


I have the rather inſerted this Letter, becauk 
it is often ſaid, that by a certain Power of Fate, 
the Reman Empcrors are reſtrained from pal 
fing beyond the City of Creſiphon 5 and that 
Carus was for that Reaſon deſtroyed by Light 
ning, becauſe he cftered to tranſgreſs that | 
mit. Bur ler timidity cover it ſelf under whit 
Arts 1t pleaſes, the Brave will deſpiſe then 
The moſt excellent Czlar, Maximian, does not, 
nor will ever think it unpermitred co him tt 
:onquer the Perfians, and to penetrate beyon 
them too ; which I am of Opinion, he will & 
fect, 1f we be not wanting ow ſelyes to the pre 
11:12d Favour of the Gods. 


Ther 
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There are many things which ſpeak Carus a 
good Prince, and among! the reſt chis ; that 
preſently after he was poſſeſſed of the Empire, 
the Sarmatians who were grown lo infolent up- 
on the Death of Probus, as to menace not only 
Ilhricum, 'but Thrace and-Jtaly with an Inya- 
fon; theſe Men he fo deteite&, and broke 
chiefly by, his Policy, chat in a tew days he ſet- 
tled the Security - of Pannenis, + killed fixceen 
Thouſand of the Enemy, and took twenty 
Thouſand more of both Sexes Priſoners. 

This I preſume, may be enough to fay as'to 
Carus. | . 

Let us paſs on next to Numeriaumns : For tho? 
Carinus Was both the elder Brother, mnd the el- 
der Czfar, yet it is necellary to diſcourſe. of 
Numerianus the firſt, inaſmuch as he was the 
neareſt at that time to his Father, and followed 
bis Death; and his Story allo 15 ſomething the 
more admirable, becauſe of his Father-in-Law 
Aper. Aﬀter him will follow that of Carinus, 
with whom the Emperor Diocle/ian fought ſe- 
veral Battels, and had the Fortune at laſt ta 


kill him. | 
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UMERIANUS, the Son of Cars, 

was a Perſon extremely well diſpo- 

ſed, as to his Manners, and truly 
worthy of the Empire. - 

He had a ſingular Genius for Eloquence, 
both in Proſe and in Verſe. He Cdeclaimed in 
Publick, and was the Author of ſeveral things 
extant, which are Noble in that kind. In 
Verſe he exceeded all the Poets of his Age. 
He diſputed the Bays with the famous Ohm 
pius Nemeſianus ; and he as far outdid the lam- 
bicks 0 Aurelims Apollinars , as the Sun out- 
ſhines every thing elle. A Speech which he 
5nce ſent unto the Senate, was filled with fo 
nuch Eloquence, that they Voted him a Sta: 
rue, to be et wp in the Uipien Library, not as 
0 a Ceſar, but as an Orator, The Inſcription 
Was, 


vol. II. NUMERIANUS. 


was, To Numerianus Czſar, the weft Powerful 
Orator of bis Tame. | 
Accompanying his Father to the Per/ian War, 
he created himſelf a Sickneſs with the ex- 
cellive grief, which he took at his Death ; 
winch gave an opportunity to Arriss d4per, his 


Father-1n-Law, to kill him as he was in a Lit- :7- :; 
ter, by which Aper deſigned to mount the murdered. 


Throne himſelf in his ſtead: He kept the 
Murder private for ſeveral days; telling the 
Soldiers, when they enquired about his Health, 
that Numerianw was not to be ſeen, becauſe 
he was obliged to keep out of the Wind and 
the Sun for his fore Eyes, which he had; till 
at laſt the Body ſtinking, and the Treachery 
of Aper not being poſlible to be longer con» 
cealed, they took him and brought him to the 
Head of the Army; where after a great Ha- 
rangue upon the occaſion, and a Tribunal 
raiſed, 1t was propoſed, who ſhould be che 
juſt Avenger of the Deach of Nuneriame:, and 
who the Prince to ſucceed to the Throne. All 
with a Divine Conſent cryed, Dioclefian, who 
then Commanded the Forces of the Houſhold, 
and had received before already many Prelapges 
of his furure Reign. 

Dieclefian was a Perlonage of great Note, 
politick, well afteted to the State, a lover of 
tus Friends, prepared for all Events as occaſion 
required ; his Counſels always raiſed, yet never 
Extravagant nor Impudent, becauſe he ſtifled 
within him the Motions of his unquiet Breaſt, 
with an extraordinary Obſtinacy. He mount- 
ing the Tribunal, and being proclaimed Em- 
peror, 


peror, the Queſtion next was, How Numer;. 
anus was Killed? Aper, who had been the 
Captain of the Guards, ſtood by.- Diocleſian 
drew his Sword, and ſtriking it through the 


His Dear Body of Aper upon the place, ſaid, Thas u the 
revenged. Author of the Death of Numerianus. So Aper 


was ſerved but as his Actions deſerved. My 
Grandfather hath told me, that he was 1n the 
Company, when Dzoclefian killed him with his 
own Hand; and he ſaid, as Diocleſian made 
the Blow, he cryed to Aper, Be proud, that 
you fall by ſo great @ Hand as mine. 

[t is Matter of Curiofity, and not common- 
ly known, | mean the Story, which is properto 
be told in this place, of a Peſage that happen- 
ed to Diccleſian, of his Elevation tothe Empire, 
My Grandfather hath told me, that he recei- 
ved it from Diecleſian himſelf. When Dioclefs 
an (erved at the City of Tongres 1n the Nether. 
lands, where he was then a young Soldier, and 
in an inferior Poſt, talking with a Woman 
who was a Druid, about his daily Expences at 
the Inn in which he lodged, ſays ſhe to him, 
Diocleſian, you are too Covetows, you are $00 good 
a Manager ; Diocleſian in jeſt anſwered, But 
I will be Generous when I am an Emperor, Says 
ſhe, Dioclefian, you need make no Feſt of # : 
Yes, yes, you will be an Emperor, but you muſt 
fir # kill a Boar. Fram that time Diocleſian al- 
ways had thoughts 1in his mind of the Empne, 
as both Maximen and my Grandfather knew ; 
ro whom he himſelf told this Story ; and 
laughed at it, but not a word to any body elle. 


Theretorg in Huating, wherever he could, hg 
| always 
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always killed che Boars with his own hand: fo. 


when Aurelian, Tacitms, Probus, and Carws, were 
311 made Emperors before him, ſays he, I al- 
ways kill the Boars, but another runs away with 
the Diſh and the ſweet Bit. But when he had 
killed Aper, which is a Latin Name for a Boar, 
Now, ſays he, «t laſt 1 bave kilted the Fatal 
Boar, And my Grandfather hath ſaid, that 
Dicleſian declared, that he had no other rea- 
ſon for killing Aper with his own hand, bue 
to fulfil the Saying of the Drxid, and ſtrength- 
en , himſelf in the Empire: for otherwiſe, 
eſpecially upon the firſt day of his Reign, he 
did not Gefen to appear ſo Cruel, if ſuch a 
Neceflity had not thereuntq compell'd him. 
Now I come to Carmus. 
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ARINUS was one of the impureſt 

( of Men. I am aſhamed to repeat, 

what Oneſimus hath written of him, 

An Adulterer, vicious with Boys whom 

he frequently debauched, and paſſive in an 

A& which is it ſelf contrary to the Nature of 
his Sex. 

His Father, going to the Per/ian War, left 


him to be the Goyernour over Gallia, Itah, 
Wyr 16uIM, 
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Ilyricum, Spain, Britain, and Africa, under the 
Title of a _ r, but with the full Power of 
an Emperor. In this Government he ſtrange- 
ly diſhonoured himſelf with enormous Vices 


and Actions. All the beſt Perſons about him, His fil-hy 
he baruſhed ; and took and kept others in their 715 and 
r00m, who were of the worſt of Mankind, £7 


He made one of his Porters the Governour of 
the City of Rowe, than which nothing can be 
thought nor mentioned, more ſhameful. The 
Captain of the Guards, which he had, he kil- 
led, 'and into his place he put Matronienus, an 
old Pimp. His Secretary, another of his Pimps, 
who was always ptvy to his Luſts, and afliſted 
him in them, he made a Conſul 2gainſt the 
expreſs Orders of the Emperor his Father. He 
writ haughty Letters to the Senate; threatned 
to give away their Eſtates amongſt the Mob of 
the City,,, He married Nine Wives, taking one 
and putting away another ; ſeveral of which, 
he put away big with- Child. He filled the 
Court with Mimicks, Courtezans, - Adereſles, 
Singers and Pimps. He diſdained the figning 
of Diſpatches himſelf 5 ſo that he kept a wretch 
who was his Jeſter,” always at Noons, to fign 
them for him; and many times he played up» 
on him agreeably for imitating his hand well. 
He wore Jewels upon his Shooes ; rlever wore 
2 Button, but what was of a Jewel; His Belc 
was often ſet with Jewels. He never did che 
Conſuls or the great Officers of the State, the 
Honour to ſtep to meet them coming. The 
Lewd were much in his Favour, and always 
invited to his Table, He had ordinarily a 
hundred 
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hundred Pound of Birds, the ſame of Fiſh, and 
2 thouſand of Fleſh of ſeveral ſorts at a Meal, 
He ſoent a great deal of Wine. He ſwam ( as 
F may ſay) amongſt Fruits and Melons. He 
ſtrew'd his Chambers and his Beds with Roſs. 
His hot water Baths, when he bathed, were 
* no more than Lukewarm. His cold: Baths 
were of Snow-water. Coming in the Winter 
to a place where there was a Spring of very 
warm Water, as it naturally uſes to be the war- 
mer in the Winter, and the Bath being ſup- 
phed with the ſame, ſays he to the Waiters, 
You give me bere Woman's Water ; which (they 
ſay ) was one of beſt things he ever ſaid. It 
would be tedious to tell at large the reſt of his 
Luxuries. Fulvins Aſprianus hath alſo already 
done it ; Let the Reader: who defires to know 
every thing ſo particularly go to him. The 
Emperor Cars his Father, when he heard 
how he behaved himſelf, difowned hmm, and 
cried, He « none of mine. And had he lived, 
he would: have deprived him of his Ceſarean 
Dignicy and Power again. Oneſimus lays, he 
would have put him to Death, and advanced 
Conſtantius to his place, : who was then the Pre- 
{ident of Dalmatia, and was afterwards made 
Czlar, than whom no Man was fitter for that 
Honour, * T 
Carm, after both his Father and his ;Bco- 
ther were dead, and Diec/efiav was ſet up to 
be Emperor, gave himſelt more than ever to 
Vice and Extravagance, as it he was now more 
free, and eaſed of the Tyes of the Examples. 
and domeſtick Admonitions of his Family 
However, 
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However, he wanted not the Vine of mind 
to challenge the Empire. He fought for it 


ainſt Dzocleſian ſeveral Battels. In the laſt He is de- 
of which, a Town in Mzſ/ia, he was conquer- #*ate4 


ed and killed. 

This was the end of theſe Three Princes, 
Carus, Numerian, and Carinus. The Gods have 
given'to us, ſince them, the Emperors  Diocle- 

and Maximian, to whom they have wor- 
thily zoyned Galerizs and Conſtamins, whereot 
the former was born, to deface the 1ignominy 
of the Captivity of Valerian, and the other to 
reſtore Galia to the Obedience of the Romans. 
Theſe are the four great Princes of the World, 
Valiant, Wiſe, Benign, Generous, of one Sen- 
timent for the Good and Intereſts of the State, 
always reverencing the Senate, Moderate, 
Friends of the People, Grave, Good, Religious, 
and ſuch in fine,as we have ever prayed to have; 
whoſe Lives are ſeverally written by Claudius 
Exſtbenius, ſometime Secretary to. |Diecleſian, 
which I therefore mention, becauſe I would 
not that ſo great a Work ſhould be expeted 
from me, conſidering the Difficulty of ſpeak- 
ing upon living Princes, blameleſs. 

One thing yet 15 very memorable in the Go- 
vernment of the Emperor Carws, and of his two 
Sons, Numerian, and GCarimus. They adorned 
the Publick Games, with which. they. enter- 
tained the People before-they. went to the Por- 
fien War, with Shews altogether gew and 
ſtrange, which we ſee are painted ypon a Gal- 
lery in a part of the Palace, to continue the 
memory of them to Poſtericy. There = a 

ope- 


$:rayze Rope-Dancer, who feemed, as if he moved 


STEPS, Lier ban anb upon the edge of a Wall with 
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flew in the Air ; the Cord on which he danced 
was ſo very ſmall, you could fcarce fee is, A. 


Dancing Bears at his Heels. There was 2 
Symphony of a hundred Trumpets, 2 hundred 
Haut-Boys, a hundred Pipes, a hundred Flutes, 
with Voyces to them; a thouſand Pantomimez, 
who danced all ſorts of Anticks ; others, that 
were Wreſtlers, Runners, Leapers. There was 
an Engine which repreſented the Burning of 
Towns, the Flames whereof _y hold on 
a part of the Amphitheatre, Diccleflow after: 
wards repaired it, and made it more Maght- 
ficent. Mimicks from al} Countries, were pro 
| vided to-be here. Then there'was a ſpat per- 
formed by the Sermatian Captives of Vaulting 
upon Horles,; which is 2s pleaſant as any thang 
in the World. Then there were thoſc that & 
ted the Cyclopan Poſtures ; and all theſe: Mw 
ficians, Players, Sports-men, -and che"(Gravut 
Artiſts had Gold and Silver given chem, and 
Garments of Silk, 1 cannot tell how much 
the- People! are ingratiated by «ſuch kind of 
things. Burt ſure 1 am, that ſeyeral other good 
Emperors have made no great ' Account of 
them. Diocleſian, when an Officer commen- 
ded to him theſe very Theatrical and Circen- 
{ian Games of Cars; replied only, Thew Carus 
had laughing enough in bis time. And when 
Diecleſion- himſelf exhibwed his Games acoor 
ding to the Cuſtom, he was much more ſpa- 
ring in the Liberty which he tqok, and in 
the Expence which he was at; he ſaid, thols 
Diuverſ1ons 
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Diverſions ought to be Chaſt and Modeſt, 
confidering the preſence at leaſt, of the 
Cenſor. | | , 


Now I leave this laft Paſſage to be read by 


Funius Meſſala, whom I dare be free to blame 
pon this occaſion. Becauſe he hath fpenc all 
ls Eſtate upon Players, and denied it to his 
own Heirs. A Gown of his Mother's he gave 
away to one, a Coat of his Father's to ano- 
ther 3 a Garment of his Wite's, of Purple, em- 
broidered in Gold, on which her Name was 


wrought, he gave to a Piper; who trumphs in ' 


it, as in a Spoil of the Nobility of the Donor. 
What ſhall I ſay of the Linens from Egypt? 
The bright Tyrian and Sydonian Porples, em- 
broidered with admirable Art and Pains ? 
The fine Stuffs from Arras, the Ruſlets of 
Canoſa, and other Cloaths from Africa ? 
Riches which were never ſeen upon the Stage 
before! I am willing to ſpeak all this to the 
World, purpoſely, that the Gentlemen who 
ve choſe Publick Sports for the future, may 
- a little aſhamed to ſpend their Eſtates, 1n 
prejudice to theit lawful Heirs, upon ſuch a 


Company of Poltrons. 


Thus, my honoured Friend, you have now 
the lictle Preſence, which I preſume to offer 
to you, of this Hiſtory. 1 have otten 
fad, that I pretend not to ſhew any thing of 
Hoquence in the writing, but only a Curio- 


ity to preſerve and to relate Matter of Fact. 
knd therefore if any eloquent Hand ſhall here- 


ther pleale to go over, and better — 
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the Lives of theſe Princes, and ſhall ſupply him- 
ſelf with- Materials for. the purpoſe, out of 
what I have ſaid, I ſhall be very well ſatisfied. 
In the mean time, I-detfire you to be contented 
with 'my Services, and to believe that it was 
my Choice to write-in this manner, without 
Diſputing whether or no, I was able to haye 
done it better. 
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matia, and his Mother was of the ©*#r4!t- 
lame Name with the Village. Wherefore be. ”” 
fore his Elevation he was called Diocles ; but 
ding once ſet at the Head of the Reman Em- 
we, he gave his Name a turn to che Form 
of a Roman Name and _ tunfclt Dizcie/cavr. 
4 2 He 
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He was for ſome time in the beginning of 
his Youth, a Servant under eAnullnas, a Sena- 
tor. Then be went into the Army ;z where by 
his Diligence, his Bravery, and his Condug, 
he raiſed himſelf fo, from one Poſt to another, 
by degrees, that after the death of Numerians, 
of which he proteſted he was altogether Inno- 
cent, and after the Revenge, as hath been 
ſaid, which he took upon Aper for that Mur- 
der, the Army Proclaimed him Emperor. 

He accepted the Empire, and the T1ibum- 
tian Power was conferred upon him, an 'the 
11th. of the Kalends of May in the Year of 
Ryme 1036, and of Chriſt, 284. Which Year 
he ordered, by his Soveraign Power, to be 
made a Pulzick era, or Date, from whence 
ty Account the following Times. The Chri- 
ſtians uſed it as far as to the Reign of Fuf inian 
Put upon their ſcore, the ſame ers is hike- 
wile called the ere of the Martyrs, and with 
great Reaſon. For trom the firſt Year of the 
Reign of Duccleſian, che Perſecution which the 
Chriſtians ſuffer'd under him, may very well 
be dared. Ir i; true, his Reign was, not (o 
Unhappy to them, at the firſt, as it was aſter- 
wards, But yet no Year ſcarce pafſed, but 
what was defied with Chriſtian Blood : which 
was as the droppings of Rain before a violent 
Tempeſt, and as a Prologue to the diſmd 
Tragedy that tollowed after. 

Sabinus Fulianzs, who had ſet up for the 
Empiic in 1caly, atter the death of Carw, was 
beacen co Dacleſian's hand by Carmus, and (lain 
in he Plains of Verona, In the next place, Dis 
cleſian 
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cleſian having entirely defeated Carinns alſo, in 
»- | Meſs, he then remained the ſole Lord of all, 
y || and was left toenjoy the whole Empire to him- 
t || ſelf, without the leaſt Competitor. 
r, One thing 1s very New and Unexpected, 
s, | which is to be oblerved in the beginning of 
>» | this Prince's Reignz which is, That he Par- 
n | doned all Perſons that had been engaged on 
r- & the (ide of either Carinw, or Fulianus. He 
deprived none of them of their Fortunes, Fame, 
1- & or Honours. A Clemency, that after a Civil 
ne B War, had not in the Memory of Man been 
of | known to have been ſhewn before. 
ar Y He created Maximian Czſar, and ſent him Maximian 
be Þ with an Army into Gafia, to ſuppreſs the Diſ- pacifies 
ce © orders, that were there occaltoned by Aman- Gaul. 
ti- I 4s and Helianws, being at the head of a Party 
1m | of Ruſticks and Robbers. Maximian diſcharged 
e-  vmſelf well of this Commifiion. By- ſhghe 
th  Skirmiſhes, which he took his opportunity to 
he £ make with chem, he quieted all chings in Galis, 
he & without any damage to his Army. 'The Re- 
yolters were frightened with the bare repore 
of his march to them. Ac che (ame time, the 
Franks and the Saxons annoyed the Quarters of 
Belgium and Armorica: againit whom Caraufius 
was employed, who repulſed them, and took 
nt | from chem a great deal of Riches and good 
14 | Booty ; the profit whereof he ingrofſed to 
himſels, without laying it out for the good 
he of che Provinces, or returning it, as he ought, 
7as Yinto the Publick Treaſury. 'Theretore Caras- 
in |: was ordered to be (erzed and put to death. 
| But he eſcaped immediately into Great Britain, 
ian 72 3 and 
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and gathering together there an Army, he re- 
volted, and was declared Emperor. | 
There were now many Wars growing to- 
gether upon the hands of Diocleſian, which he 
knew not, whether he might be able to ſuſtain 
alone. The Sarmatians made great impreſh- 
ons upon Pannonie, the Perſians Ulurped upon 
the Provinces of the Eaſt, the Allemans and 
the Burgundians were preparing to break vio- 
jently into Gallis, Carauſius continued to main- 
rain the Quality of Emperor in Great Britain, 
So Diocleſian advanced Maximian from a Czlar, 
to be Emperor 1n conjun&ion with him : and 
againſt the Sarmatians he repaired in Perſon 
himſelf, to whom having made appear the 
Power and Glory of his Arms, he paſſed on 
from thence into Armenia, where he brake the 
Force of the Perfians, and obliged them to ſue 
for a Peace. Maximian in the mean time op- 
polzd the Motions of the Barbarians in Gall, 
till chey even mouldered away of themſelves, 
and were deſtroyed by Famine and Peſtilence. 
But yet others of them renewing their [ncurſt- 
ons the next Year, and paſling over the Rhine 
upon the ice 1nto Galia, Maximian had the ho- 
nour of driving them back to whence they 
came; and nor that only, but he followed them 
over the Rhine by a Bridge which heereRed, and 
laid Goymany waſte as far as to the Fountains 
ot the Danube. With the like ſucceſs Diocleſian 
being returned out of Armenia, expelled the 
Goths from Thrace, and ſecured the Paſſage of 
the River againſt them by three Forts, which 


he built. fl 
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Whilſt theſe things paſſed, Achilew aflumed 
the Purple upon him, at Alexaxdrie in «Egypt 5 


"OF and likewiſe a People called the Quinquegenti- 

be #3, or a Confederacy of five Cities in Africa, 

T were upon the Revolt, and other Wars threat- 

" # ned from other Parts the Roman Empire. Here- 

bo upon Diocleſian and Maximian gave a Meeting 

ny to each other at the. City of Milan ; where 

'” |} they agreed upon two Perſons, whom to cre- 

"TJ ate Cz/ar: for their affiſtance ; who were Con- Conflantt. 
= ſftantius Chlorus, and Galerius Maximianus. The us ang 
Ki firſt was appointed for the direion of Geallia Galerius 
and the recovery of Great Britain, the other 44e Ce- 
h for the defence of the Banks of the 1#ber . Jars, 
whilſt Diocleſian charged himſelf with the Aﬀairs 

he of e/£gypt and the Eaſt, and Maximian had the 

le ff cre of Traly and of the War of Africe. All 


three reverencing Diecleſian as their common 
1 Father. oY ; 
Fu Purſuant to this Diſtribution, Diocleſian re- 
* |] paired to epypr, and there levelled the Citics 
Y- of the Thebas to the ground. 

; Conſtantins expelled Carauſius out of Gallia, 
whither he was then advanced ; but as Carauſins 
by flighe, arrived again in Great Britain, he was 
© | killed by one of his own Friends and chief Offi- 
MY cers, Ale&#us, after he had held the Govern- 
| ment of that Province almolt ſeven Years; 
> F and AleFus ſet up himſelf in his ſtead, Againſt 
whom Conftantius prepared a Fleet in order to 
of attack him at once by Sea and Land afliſted 
þ by Aſclepiodstus the Captain of the Guards ; 

| who overcoming Ale&us, ater he had reign'd 
IR about threes Years, that Victory finiſhed che 
| 4 4 Reduction 
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Reduion .of the Iſland of Great Britazs. 
* Maximian, paſling with his Forces into Afri- 
ca, ealily drove before him the Puinquegentiani, 
They fled for ſhelter into their 1nacceflible Faſt. 
neſſes : but being forced to come to a Battel 
in the next Seaſon, he Vanquiſh'd them, took 
them Prifoners, and diſpoſed of them at his 
diſcretion: | 

Likewiſe Galerins obtained a fignal ViRory, 
in his Diviſion, over the Baſtarne and the Sar- 


, matians; in which Conſtantine, ths Son of Con 


Epypt re- 
duc'd. 


fantius Chlorus by Helena, lo Nobly f1gnalized 


his Youth, as to take the Sarmatian General 
Priſoner, and bring him alive to Galeris. 

Aſter this Dzoclefſay Commanded Galerius 
out of Panncnia into e Egypt, and ſent him to 
Encounter the Tyrant A4chilleus, who-was not 
a5 yet oppreſſed there. Galerius Engaging and 
overccming him about Pelefium, or Belvais, A- 
chillecrs fled tor refuge 1nto Alexandria; but Gale 
rius followed him and beheged him 1n Alexan- 
dria; and obliging that City to ſurrender to him 
upc:i dilcretion- 12 eight days, by the order of 
Diocle(ian tt was demoliſhed, and expoſed to 
free Plunder, and Achilleus was caſt to the Wild 
Bcaits. 

Th: War cf e£zypr having detained Die- 
clefian in thoſe Pa.ts no leſs | Fam fix Years, 
Narſes th: King of Perſia was encouraged in 
the mean time to commence a new War in 
the Eaft, and to makes his Incurhons into Me- 


ſepotan:ia and Armenia, Wherefore Diocleſian 


ſent Galerins away into the Eaſt ; who came 
tw Antioch with a good Army, and had the 
: better 
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better of Narſes in two Battels. But raſhly 
venturing the fortune of a- third, on a time 
when his Force was become much reduced, he 
was ſo well beaten, that he loſt almoſt entire- 
ly all his Men, and with difficulty eſcaped with 
his own Life, He came to Drocleſian; who 
received him in a manner, which was to let 
him know, that he highly reſented his Condud, 
and he was ſcarce willing to truſt him with 
another Army to give him an opportunity to 
repair his diſgrace. However Galerius ob- 
tained the leave to try his Fortune once more 
againſt Narſes 3 and this time he gave the Per- 


obliged him to a Peace upon the Conditions, 
of returning back to the Roman: all the Pro- 
vinces that he had Ulurped from them, and to 
take the Tygris for the Boundary of the Roman 
Empire. | 

Alrcogether the ſame Fortune did Conſftantius 
meet with in the Eaſt, of being firſt overcome 
by, and then of overcoming the Germans. 
They paſſed the Rhine upon the Ice, and gave 
him ſuch a blow on a ſudden, that he fled 


wounded to the next Garriſon in that precip 


tancy and that danger,that the Gates being ſhut, 
he was forced to be haled upon the Walls by 
a Rope: but yet Rallying again preſently, and 
engaging the Knemy with Tome freſh Men 
and a freſh Courage, he killed to the number 

of. Sixty thouſand of them upon the place. 
Thele great and repeated Vidtories elevated 
the Pride of Dioclefian to a heighth, chat not 
| contented, 
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fians ſuch a rout, that he took the Wite, Si» The Perſi- 
ſters, and Children of Narſes Priſoners, and ans torally 


routed ; 


and (ihe- 
wiſe the 
Germans. 
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contented, neither with the Habit which had 
been uſually worn by the Rowan Emperors, nor 
with the accuſtomed Reverences that were paid 
them, he decorated his Perſon with Jewels and 
Cloth of Gold; he cauſed his EnamelP'd Shoes 
to be kiſſed, and himſelf to be Adored, and to 
be called a God and Lord ; which none of. hi 
Predeceſ{ors had done, fince Caligula and Do- 
Witian. 

When he triumph'd in great Pomp at Rome, in 
conjunction with Maximian, he entitled himſelf 

ovius; and Maximian, Herculizs : As 1t him- 

elf was a ſecond Tupiter, and Maximian a le. 
cond Hercules, He Triumph'd \over the Goth, 
Baſtarna, Luadi, Sarmatians, e/£gyptians and 
Perſians : Maximian over the Franks, Allemany, 
Britains and Mauritanians.. And their Triumphal 
Chariot was preceded by the Captive Siſters 
and Children of the King of Perſe. 

This 1s what hath occurred to me, as to the 
Military part of the Life of Diocleſian. For by 
the loſs of the Commentaries of Claudius Eur 
ſthenius, his Secretary, before mention'd by Ve 
piſcis and by the deplorable loſs of other the 
like Originals, it 1s very viſible, that a great 
many Particulars of both Diccleſian, Maximian, 
Conſtantius and Galerins, are wholly buried in 
Oblivion. 

To proceed therefore, to what remains, 
Theſe rwo Emperors publiſhed an Edict, which 
bears date from Alexandria, the day before the 
Kalends of April, and which is dire&ed to Fu- 
lianus the Proconſul of Africe, againſt the baſe 
and infamaus Se, as it calls them, of the 
Mamchees 
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Manichees. They order them to be:entirely ex- 

tirpated ; the Heads and Chieftains of them, 
rogethcr with their abominable Writings, to bs 

burnt ; their Followers to be {ent tothe Mines, 

or otherwiſe puniſhed with Death; and all their 

Eſtaces to be confiſcated into the Treaſury. 

As to the Chriſtians, they publiſhed an Edi& 
in the” Year 286, whereby they forbad any 
Perſon to be allowed to Buy, or Sell, or Grind, 
or draw Water, who refuſed to burn Incenſe 
before the Statues of the Gods. But this Edit The EdiR 
touched only, for the preſent, the Chriſhtans againſt. 
who lived at Rowe. It is not underſtood to *** Cir4- 
have been enjoyned to be obſerved over all the June 
Empire. The Fire was kindled by degrees: 
till being continually blown up from the mouths 
of the Gentile Prieſts and the Philoſophers and 
others, who could not perſwade themſelves to 
forego the Trade of the gainful Sacrifices and 
Idols of the Gentile Religion ; and there never 
wanting more and more Fuel to feed the Flame, 
it came at laft co an Univerſal Conflagration. 

The Particulars, it is not for this place to re- 
count. It is ſufficient to ſay, That it was the 
moſt Unmercitul, Inhumane, Dire, Outragi- 
ous Scene of Barbarity, that ever the Sun be- 
held ; and ſpilt more blood, in a manner, that 
was to the laſt degree baſe and diſhonourable 
tothe Actors, but glorious to the Sufferers, than 
had been ſpilt before in a thouſand Wars. 

A Legion of Thebeen Soldiers, who had been 
employed in Syria againſt the Perſians and Par- 
tbians, and by having been uſed to Winter in 
Paleſtine, had been brought to embrace the 

Chriſtian 
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, Chriftian Religion, was in the Year 2997, Com. 
manded out of the Eaſt co ſerve under Maxi- 
mian in Gallia. The Tribune was Maricim, 
the Standard-bearer Exuperius, and among the 
reſt there was one Candidus, a Senator. They 
were a compleat Legion of 6566-Stont Meh, 
well appointed. So Maximizan, going to meet 
the Enemy, commanded the uſual Sacrificesto 
be offered to the Gods, the whole Army to be 
purged, and all the Soldiers to burn Incenſe; 
which this Legion, being Chriſtians, refufi 
they were decimated once: that is, every ws 
Man drawn out and put to death. But this | Fi 
could not alter their Principles. They were | ;h, 
decimated a ſecond time; but neither ſo, were | # 
they to be removed from their Religion, Then || £5 
they were ſurrounded by the Army, and all Þl the 
ſain in their own Camp, at a Place called F 
Ageunum 1n Gallia, whither they were retired, I zly 
the diſtance of eight Miles from the Camp of [7 
Meximies but alluring him , chat excufing Þ| ey 
them their Religion, they were always ready || Ba 
to return unto his Camp again, and to Atas || Ro 
bravely as any againſt the Enemy, 

It was by the Hands and Labours of the Chri- 
ſtian Soldiers, that Maximian raiſed thoſe im- || ed 
menſe Structures of the Baths of Diocleſian at | tra 
Rome, the Baths of his own Name at Carthage, | it. 
the Palace at Aquileis, and the Amphitheatre Þ| Se 
at Verona, For he condemned them to any Þ m 
the molt ſervile Offices. © = F. 

As he afliſted, upon the fifteenth of the 


Kalends of May in the Year 301. at the cony Er 
FEED OY 
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of the Cirque, the Populace, who knew very 
well that they could not do'any thing to oblige 
him more, cryed, Let the Chriſtians be cut off : 
and repeated it twelve times. May it pleaſe 
your M <7 , let there be no Chriſtians, They 
nee this ten times. - Therefore Eugenius 
Hermogenianus, the Captain of the Guards, pro- 
poſed the Matter to the Senate; who reſolving 
it in the Affirmative, Maximian ifſued out his 
Reſcript for their Exciſion, dizeted to Venuſts- 
anus, the day before the' Kalends of May. 


, 


In the! next place, came out the General 
Edit .of Diocleſian, to Aboliſh the Aſſemblies of 
the Chriſtians, in all place; whereſoever they were ; 
to raze their Churches to the ground, to buyn' their 
Scriptures, to ſecure their Ecyleſiafticks, to deprive 
them of. all Honours, Offices and Liberties, and 
by all the means imaginable to force them to com- 
ly to the Worſhip of the Gods. Infinite Num- 
+4 upon this, 1n all Parts, periſhed. In «4- 
gypt alone 140000 were Martyred, and 9502020 
Baniſhed. Columns were 1et-up over all the 
Roman Empire in the Names of Diocleion and 
Maximian, and ſometimes Diocleſian and Gale- 
riu7, vainly boaſting, that they had extinguiſh- 
ed the Chriſtian Name. - Whereas, on the con- 
trary, they had propagated it, and confirmed 
it. For the Blood of the Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church ; and the Chriſtians ſur- 
mounted all this with a Virtue, never to be for- 
gotten, never to be expreſſed, 

Diocleſian himlelf lived to know, that his 
Enterprize was 1mpracticable. He fell into a 
Melancholy, 
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Melancholy, quitted the Purple which” others 
have ſo'dearly bought, Created Galerius at Nj. 
cormedia Emperor in his ftead, and retired for 
his own part to-the City of Salona in Dal- 
matia: where after a Private Life of 9 Years, 
he died, ſome fay he Poiſoned himſelf, and 


Dioctefian ie Romans conſectated him a God. He had 


reigned 20 Years, and lived to the Age of 68, 

Maximian, at the perſwaſion of Diocleſian, 
concurred with him in this his laſt unprece. 
dented Action. They both Abdicated the Em: 
pire in a day. Maxinien created in: his' ſtead 
Conſtantius Emperor 'at Milan, and werit and 


Maximian Iived'a Private Life in the Province of Lace: 
and re- mia: * till the Romans perſwaded him to reſume 


his Dignity again, in- order to determine 2 
great Quarrel that was ariſen betwixt Maxentiut 
his Son, -and Severus the Kinſman of Galeriuz, 
Maximian endeavour'd ih like manner to have 
perſwaded Diocleſien to have reſumed his for- 
mer Dignity again alſo. But Diocleſian deteſted 
it, and ſaid, I wiſh you could ſee my Gartlens, 
that I bave Planted with my own hand at Salona: 
you would never bave thought this a thing to be 
propoſed to me, However Maximian put him- 
ſelt at the Head of an Army, and went to the 
Siege of Ravemma; and getting Severus, by 
Treachery , within his Power, he flew him; 
whoſe Body was interred afterwards in the 
Sepulchre of Gallienus upon the Appian Way, 
9 Miles from Reme. Quitting the Army, when 
thiz Work was done, becauſe he was not over- 
welcome to Command it longer, he viſited 
Diacleſian at Salona, and then went into _ 
was 
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where he matched his Daughter Fauſta unto F 
'S | the Emperor Conſtantine, the Son of Conſftantius - 
| by Helens, who had ſucceeded to the Powers 
tf of his Father. But yet as he was at Treves, it 
was found, that he praQtifed hjs Arts upon the 
Soldiers, with a deſign, if he could, to expel 
d Conſtantine and pofſeſs himſelf of the Empire 
a-new. Conſtantine was advertiſed of it by 
Faifts ; and putſuing him asfar as0 Marſeilles, 
" | he befieged him, took him, and ordered him 
* Þf co be Strangled, and his Body was interred at x1; e,:k 
F Milas. He had reigned 18 Years, and lived 
q to the Age of 60, CI 
He was born at Sirmiſh in: Sdewenia, of 
* {mean Parents, His Wife was Eutropia, a Syrians 
Woman, by whom he had Ifſle Mgxentius and 
Faufta, He was a very Rough, Stern, and Bar- 
darian-like Man : but a great Soldier, and a 
® Bfichfal Friend to Diccleſiar, and one that had 
'C Yheen his old Companion in Arms. And he 
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HERE is the leſs to be ſpoken of 

| theſe two Princes in this place, be- 
cauſe a great part of their Actions 

hath been repreſented already in the Account 


of the Emperors fore-going, under whom they [bloc 


ſerved, and who advanced them ſucceflively IThr 
to 
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to the Dignity firſt of Czſars, and then of 
Emperors. 
-_ Therefore I ſhall only here take notice, that 
» | atthe ſame time that they were created Czlars, 
they were obliged to put away their Wives, to 
whom they were already married; and to re- 
marry, for a Tye of Afﬀinity, into the Fami- 
lies of Diocleſian and Maximien. Conſt anizus 
G diſmiſſed himſelf from Helens, by whom he 
had had Conſtantive, who was afterwards the 
Emperor Conſtantive the Great; and he re- 
married to Theodors, who was Daughter-in- 
Law to Maximian. In like manner Galerixs 
re-married to Valeria, who was the Daughtec 
of Diecleſian, but ſhe did not live long with 
him4 and to conſecrate her Memory to futu- 
rity after her Death, her Father impoſed her 
Name on a part of Pamnonis, which he called 
the Province of Yaleria; and alſo he gave her 
Name to a City ficuated upon the Banks of 
the Danube. 

Conftantius was the Son of a Daughter of 
Criſpus, who was the Brother of the Emperor 
Claudiws. He was created the Czlar, proper- 
to Maximian, ro whom he ſucceeded in 
Government of the Weſt ; and Galerine- 
was the Czfar properly to Dyocleſian, ro whom 
he ſucceeded in the Empire of the Eaſt. Bur 
% Conftantiws Was a Prince endowed with all 
the fine and good Qualines in the World, it 15 
certain that he neither when he was a Czlar, 
not when Emperor, dipped his Hands in the 
ood of the Chriſtians, which all che other 
Three laboured to (pill with fo nnuch greedi- 


A a nels. 
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neſs. He could not indeed contradi& the E. 
dias of thoſe about them, but yet he mode. 
rated the matter in their Favour as much as 
oflible, and the Deſtruction was always the 

els where he came. Galerizs, one day, urging | 
him on to be as violent upon it as his Brethren, | 
he publiſhed an Order for all Perſons to de-fj | 
part his Court, who would not ſacrifice. But 
ſuch Chriſtians, as for fear, and the advan ſj ; 
tage of ſtaying in his Court, comphed, hl: , 
blamed and turned out of it; and ſuch aff , 
had choſen rather to depart, than Sacrifice, kf p 
re-called and retained them, faying.; He coull ſh ;, 
at 

G 

hi 


not doubt of their Fidelity to him, who were | 
True ts God. 

There is this other Paſſage, that ſhews the 
Goodneſs of Conflantins, not to be omitted. Di ſ j; 
cleſion had blamed very much his Negligence fl ; 
and reproached him with being a poor Prince, ;þ, 
becauſe he had no Money in his Treaſury. Cm pr 
ftantius defired the Envoys, who had broughff þ, 
him that Meſſage, only to ſtay a little, andf] x; 
they ſhould ſee more of this matter. In the 4 
mean time, he {1gnified his defire to all bs 
States, to furniſh hum with Money. They fil 
led his Coffers immediately, and with a Zeal, 
in which every one had an emulation to excel, 
Then ſhewing to the Envoy of Dijocleſian hs 
Riches, he ſaid, His Subjetts Money was all « 
bis Dewvetion ; but be never thought it ſafer, than 
when they were the Keepers of bus Treaſury. 


Galerius was by his Birth a Dacian of mean 


Parentage. He was called Armentarizs, be 
caul 


N- 
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cauſe at the firſt .in' his Youth, he was but a 
Keeper of Cattel. His Mother's Name was 
Romula, from which he took an occaſion to 
call the place of his Birth Romwlianus, and he 
pretended co ſay, that his Mother when ſhe 
concyirns of him,. was impregnated by a Dra- 
gon. He was of a tyrannical Diſpoſition, 
and much addicted to the Magicks. He was 
particularly - bloody upon the Chriſtians of N;- 
comedia, But coming to die by a Diſeaſe 
which conſumed his Secret Parts, and rotted 
out his Eyes, and parted his Fleſh from his 
Bones, he was fo ſenſible of the Hand of God 
in it, that he countermanded the Perſecution, 
and begged the Prayers of the Chriſtians unto 
God for him. 
Whilſt the moderate Conſtantins contented 
himſelf with the Adminiftration of no more 
than Galis, Spain and -Great Britain, Galerims 
thought fir to create two Czlars, the one to 
prelide over Italy, the: other to go into the 
Ezff, who were his two Siſter's Sons, Flavizs 
Valerius Severns, and Galerius Maximin, In 
which Promotion, pretermitting Conſtantine the 
Son of Conſtantius by Helens, who had all alon 
ſerved under him ; and Conſtentize together with 
his Reſentmencs of that, ſuſpeting a Deſign 
againſt his Perſon, he made his, eſcape from 
him, and fled into Greet Britain ©& hits Father, 
who was arrived there out of Gallas, in order 
to make War upon the Caledonians and the 
Pits, His Father with Joy embraced him, 
and by the Conſent of all the Forces appoin- 
ied and deelared him his Suctelfor ; and pre- 
Aa 3 {ently 
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ſently after that, his Father x. he the City 
of York che Eighth of the Kalends of Avguf 
in the Year Three Hundred and Six ; p 4 


x 

n 
commenced the Reign of the Emperor Co 
fantine the Great. 

Conſffantivs was Emperor not much above 
one Year, Galerius reigned about f1x; and both 
had been before thirteen years Czſars. They 
finiſhed the vaſt Struture of the Baths of Dix 
cleſian, which was a Work from;the beginning, 
of ſeven years Galerius did a great deal of 

ood to the Province of Pannonia, by cutting 

own the Woods, and converting them into 
Fields, and by opening a Mouth for the Lake 
Pelſo, to fall into the Danube. He created 
Licinius Eraperor in Conjunction with him, 
towards the end of his Reign, and ſet him © 
ver Ihjricum and Thrace ; <tr one who was 
his Country-man, a Dacian, and who had fig- 
nalized himſelf well under him in the Wars 
of Perſia. And then Gelerius died in the man- 
ner which hath been ſaid, in the Year three 
hundred and eleven. 
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Amn, Chriſti, 

96 | Das kilPd, Sept. 18. 
NERVA. 

97 ff Osſpiracy of Calphurnius Craſſus 4- 


gainſt bim. 
Adopteth Trajan. 
98 Dies, Jan. 27 


TRAJAN: 


100 T H E Dacian War of five Years. 
103 His Bridge over the Danube. 

104 Arabia reduced by Palmas. 

195 Decebalus the Kimg of Dacia kills himſelf. 
Aa 4 107 Death 


CHRONOLOGY. 


A.C. 
107 Death of Licinius Suras- | 
108 The Parthian Expedition. 
111 Depoſition of Parthamaſlyris from the Crown 
of Armenia. 

112 Armenia, Meſopotamia, Afſyria conquered, 
114 Rebellien of the Jews. 

The Forum and Column of Trajan finiſhed 
115 Eartbqugke &t Antioch: | "Xs. 
1 6 Trajan's Vojage on the Red-Sea. 

Revolt of his Conqueſt s. 
117 Adoptetb Hadrian. 

Dies, Aug 10. 


HADRIAN. 


118 Almas, Celſus, and others killed. 
1i9 8 Herelinquiſhes the Conqueſts of Trajan, 
122 Adrianople built. 

123 Expedition into Great Britain. 

125 At Athens initiated in tbe Eleuſinian 14- 


fteriets 
126 Paſſeth into Africa. 
127 Again viſteth Athens. 
129 Eres a Tomb to bus Horſe. 
131 Death of Antinous. 
134 Sepulchrum Hadriani bit. 
136 Adopteth Flus Verus. 
137 #lius Verus dies. 


128 Hadrian adoptecrh Antoninus Pius, 
'* Dies, July 10, | 


ANTON. 


4 


| 


CHRONOLGGOY. 
ANTONINUS' PIUS. 


wn X 
Doptet cus Antaninus, Feb. 2 
ed, " A 8 Rea ns Si at * non 
| Dids 1 reg Fauftinz * 
d. 144 The Britains reduced by Loſlius Urbicus. 


145 The dioorh Germans, Dacians, and Alans 
re 

147 Matches bis Daughter to Marcus Antoninus, 

Apollonius the Philoſopher of Chalcis i#w4- 

ted to mg 

152 An Inungdation of the Tyber. 

156 Attihus king proſcribed. 

161 Death, March 6. 


nt, Marcus Antoninus the Philoſopher. 


I6T A S ſdciates Verus to birm wm the Empire. 
The Parthian War of five Tears, 


162 Agricola ſent wo Great Brian, £Þ ; 
166 Commodus declared Ceſar, Otob. 12. 
168 A great Peſtilence. | | 
169 The Marcomannick War. 
Death of Verus. 
174 Viftory over the Quad1 and Marcomagni, 
175 The Revolt of Caflius. 
176 M. Anton. paſſeth to Athens. 
177 Triumphs.. 
Commodbs declared hs Aſſociate in the Em- 
pire, November a7, 
| 178 Matches Commadus t Crifpana. 
N, 180 Death, March .16, 
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CHRONOLOGY. 


COMMODUS. 


= 5 P 
151 The Moifry of Perennus, 
183 The Britains «AR by Ulpius Marcellus, 
184 Attempt of Pompeianus ag «inſt the Life if 
Commodus. 
Lucilla, Siſter ro Commodus: put to death. 
185 The Baths of Commodus built. 
186 Perennis &iled. 
187 The Miniſtry of Cleander. 
190 Cleander Lukes. 
Commodus Nt bis own Head upon th 
Coloſs of the Sun, 
192 A#etb Hercules. 
Death. 


PERTINA X. 


ORN. 

Defeateth the Germans under the Reign 
of M. Antoninus. 

193 His Death, March 28. 


_ _DIDIUS JULIANUS. 
193 J = and killed, June — 
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194. DF #nd ſlays Peſcennius Niger. | : 
196 Viftories in the Ealt. 7 


Declares Caracalla Ceſar, June 1. 
| 198 Over 
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CHRONOLOGY. 
AC. 
198 Overcomes/ and kills Albinuy. 
Declares Caracalla Emperor with bim, and 
Geta _ ar. _ 1 
_ eo smnſt Parthia, _ 
202 Edit as to the Cheifias, and Tews. 
203 Mearrieth Caracalla Fo ws 
T: riumphs, 
205 Plautianus &illed., hor 
208 Expedition” in1o' >" Briain 
210 Hw Wall there built. IN 6A 
218 Dooch, Febr. 4. VEIN ict 
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CARACALLA. 


ETA Glled, Febr: 5. 

And Papinian. 

213 Hu Tfourney into Gallia- 

214 Baniſhes the Senate from Rome. 

215 Marries by Mother-in- Law. 

216 Commits 4 vaſt Slaughter in Alexandria. 


217. Hs Death, April & ._.. _.-.. __..__ 
OPILIUS MACRINUS. 


Oncludeth a Peace with the Parthians. 
Overcome, and killed. 


HELIOGABALUS. 
219 Rrives at Rome. 


221 Adopteth Alexander Severus. 
222 Death, March 6. 
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ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 
Inifer of Ulpian wnder him, 
þ 


A. Go 

225 M the Baths of Commodus and 
Caracalla: 

226 Ulpian, killed. | 

230 Expeditios agaimfs Artaxerxes. 

232 Taurinas executed, 

233 Caſhiers @ Legion. 

234 Triumphs, Sept. 25. 

225 His Death, March 18. 
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Ann. Chriſti, 


235 Aximin lays waſte Germany. 

236 The Gordiani ſet up im Africa. 

237 Maximus and Balbinus ſet up by the Senate. 
Siege of Aquileia. 
Death of the Maximins 

238 The Death of Maximus and Balbinus. 

249 Revolt of Sabinianus ageinſ® Gordianus 

the Third. 

2141 The Marriage of Gordianus the Third. 

242 Hu Expedition into the Eaſt. 

243 Death of Mylitheus. 

244 Gordianus the Third, Depoſed and Killed. 

2509 The Philips Overcome and Slain, 

251 Valerian Ekited Cenſor, Oftob. 27. 


Death 


CHRONOLOGY. 


A.C 
Death of the Decu. 
252 —— of Gallus and Volufianus. 
253 —— of Fmilian. 
254 Valerian Aſſciates Gallienus with bim in 
the Empire. 
259 Valerian taken Priſoner by the Perſians. 


269 The Revolts of Macriagus, :Ingenuus, 
ke ad Baliſta, Valens,- Piſo, and othirs of 
262 

262 the Thirty Tyrants. 


263 Odenatus Abſolute in the Eaf.. 
264 Expedition of Gallienus xainf Poſthu- 
£- ANUS. p YO? & 
265 Deeth-of Odenafus. © > IK 
268 of Gallienus, March 21. 
The Goths, and other Barbarians lay waſ 
tbe Roman Emprre, 
269 Expedition 0 Claudius againſt them. 
270 Death of Claudius, Feb. 5. 
bis Brother, 
271 The 1 Libri Sybillini Conſulted by the order 
of Aurelian. 
273 Zznobia taken Priſoner by Aurelian. 
Terricus ſ/rrrenders to bim: 
274 Aurelian Triumpbs. 
275 His Death, Jan. - 
Tacitus Eleged by the Senate, after an Is 
ter-regnum of ſix Months, Sept. 25s 
276 Hu Death, Apr.13. 
Death of Florianus. 
Expedition of Probus into Gallia. 
againſt the Almains. 
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251 Revs/t of Saturninus, 


232 Revolt 
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CHRONOLOGY. 


A. C. 

282 Revwolts of Proculus eavd Bonoſus. 
Death of. Probus, Nov.:3. 

2%4 Death of Carus avd Numerianus: 

' Succeſſion of Dioclefian. 

285 Carinus Defeated and Slain, 
Maximian Created Czlar, and ſent into 
 Gallia | 

286 Revolt of Carauſius. 
Maximian Created Emperor. 
Edift againſt the Chriſtians. | 

2*7 Expedition of Diocl into Armenia; 
Edi againſt the Manichees. 

288 Germany laid weſt by Maximuan. 
The Goths Repulſed by Diocleſian. 
Revolts of Achilleus and the Quinquegen- 
_ tiani, 


2 go Diocleſian ard Maximian meet at Milan. 


291 Conſtantius and Galerius Created Czlars. 
292 Dioclehan i Egypt. 
Caraufius Killed. 
Revolt of Ale&tus. 
293 Vifory of Galerius #» Pannonia. 
294 Defeat of Achilleus. 
295 Great Britain recovered to the Empire, 
The Quinquegentiani reduced. 
296 Galerius defeated by the Periians. 
297 Regains bis Honour. 
As likewiſe Conſtantius. 
The Thebzan Legion Maſſacred. 
298 Diocleſian Adored. | 
His Baths begun upon. 
301 Diocleſian and Maximian Triumph. 
Reſcript of Maximian againſt ihe Chriſtians. 
302 Edi 


CHRONOLOGY. 


A. C. 
202 Edi of Diocleſian gains the Chriftians. 
304 Diocleſian. «nd Maximian Abdicate the 


306 Death of Conſtantius'm Great Britain. 
Severus.avd Maximin: Created Czlars. 
307 Maximian takes and ſleys Severus, 
The Marriage of Conſtantine and Fauſts 
2309 Death of Maximian,: 
310 Licinius Cremted: 
311 Deathbof Galerms. 
313 Death of Dwodehan. 
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Chiles, 343,344 Acholine, 209, 


 gyptians, 158, 186, 307. | 
Elias Cordus,7, /ElinsLampridias,2 7 4. 
e/Elons Sabmus, 35». 
Emilian, 97, 112, 158. 
Era of the Martyrs, 340. 
African Revolt, 15. Ag annum, 348. 
Alans, 5, Aletus, 344. 
Altzander Severus, 8, 29, 
Alexandria, 308, 344% Almus, 294. 
Amandus, 341. Annins 8everns, 4 1- 
Apdlbo, 23. us Tyanew, 121. 
Aquiliis 23,35, 348. Aradion, 282. 
700 -t Arrias Aper, 329. 
A/cieprodotns t, 
th hs B b Aunrelian; 
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Aurelian ; his Extraction, 199. Perſonage, 200; 
Exploits being a private Man, ibid. Diſci- 
pline, 201. Honour done to him, 209. A- 

- "doption, 211: Declared Emperor, 213. 
His Marcomannick War, 214. Extreme Seve- Þ | 
rity, 218. Severity and Mercy, 220. Con-f| « 
queſts, 221, 223,229, 2309 Triumph, 231, 
Death, 234. Publick Managements, 233, 
237. Character, 235, 244 Munificence, 


247. 
 Anrelius Apollimaris, 328, 
Arreolas, 110,113,145, 160» Cc 
Auzburgh, 234- C 
C 
B. 8 C 


Albinus « his Character, $1. Declared Em: 
peror, hid, Jealoufie, 88. Death, 89. 
Balbus Cornelius Theophanes, 81+ Co 


Baliſta,111, 154. Baftarne,293. Co 
Blemmye, 292, Bologna, 173. Cr 
Bonoſus ; his Extra&ion, 312. Ability at Drink Cu 

ing,z13. Death,ib;id. Britasn,3 44. Cy 


C. 


Allicrates Tyrims, 198, Calphurnis, 172. 
Candicus, 345, Capellianus, 20,51. 

Caracallus, 34. Caranuſins, 341, 343+ 

Carinus; his Eaormous Vices and Luxury,33! 
333- Death 335. Carpi,228, 

Carus ; bis Burth; 321. Eſteem with Probus, 32+ 
Perſian Expedition, 325. Death, ibid. Vi 
cories, 327, Games, 335; 
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Cartha| 


I ED E XX; 
Carthage, 3448, Caſſins Loxginrs, 229. 
Cecropius,125, Celſus, 165, 
Cenſorinus,193, Chriſtians, 308, 
Chriſtian Biſhops and Presbyters, 308. 
Cicero, 38. Circeſſum, 72. 
Claudius ; his Elevation to the Empire,1 24,125, 
Elogium, 176. Honours done to him, 198, 
G 179,194. Victories, over Anreolus, 180, The 
3 Barbarians, 181,182, 184. His Death, 187. 
Family, 188. The Opinion of ſeveral Em- 
perors of him, 189. 
Claudius Euſt benius, 235+ 
Conſtantine, 344; 351. 
Conſtantinople, 115, 116. 
Conſtantius ; his Deſcent, 124. Prefidentſhip of 
Dalmatia, 334. Created Czfar, 334, 343- 
ll Reduces Great Britain, 343. Exploits with 
the Germans, 345- Created Emperor, {$59, 
Coptos, 292. Cornelius Tacitus, 262, 
Coyners, 236. Criſpinns, 23. 
Criſpus, 188, Cteſiphbon, 119, 326+ 
Curins Fortunatianus, 79. 
Cyriades, 133. 
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Acia, 238, Decis, 96, 

Dexippnus, 134. Diana, 114. 
Diocleſian; his CharaRer by Vopiſcus, 329. Kills 
1 Aper, 330. Reign fore-told, ibid) Great Ex- 
preflions, 243, 336. Name and mean Orr 
248 ginal, 339, Proclaimed Emperor, 329,340. 
Viyj Clemency, 341. Creates Maximian Crxlar 
and Emperor, 342. Pride, 346, Triumph, 
4 | Bb 2 345, 
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245. Baths, 348. Edict againſt che Chis 
fans, 349: Abdication,gbid. Death, 3 50. 
Dtoclefian Periecution, 349, 347, 349+ 
Drimkyg,, JOF, 313» 


$4 nao SL 2323, Eclipſe, 59. 
Edi againſt the Manichees, 346. 
Edif againſt the Chriſtians, 347, 349+ 
Emiſſa, 111, 223. Enmins, 18; . 
Eunuchs, 61, FExuperius, 345. 


F. ( 


Abilizes,40, Fabiu Cirpllianus, 322. 
Fabias Marcellus, 274. Fauſta, 351- 
Firmus; his Revolt, 230, 302, 303. Birth, 303 Z 
Vaſt Wealth, ibid. Perſonage, 304. Bodily X 
Strength, bid. Death, 305. E 
Florianus, 261, 2(9, French, 307. H 
Furus Placidns, 211. DB 


CG. 


Aleriu; ; created Czlar,z43. His Military 
Atchievments, 335, 344. Created Empe 
ror, 350. 

Gallienus T. The Revoirs under him, 109, 114 
{1s Diffoluteneſs, 111. Peace with Aure# 
[z5, 113. The Mitortunes of his times, 114 
War with: Poſi bumins, 112, 116: Profound 
Negligence, 115, Decennial Games, 116. 7 
Epuhbalamis made by bim, 121, His Wie, 122 # 
Death, 125. Character, ibid, Horrid Lux 
1y, 126, Crueity, 141, | Gallih 


T1Þ-Dit'Xx 
Gallienss If. 129, Gallus Antipater, 150. 
Games, 335. Gargiluus Martial, 274. 
Gordianus I, His Extration, 739. Studies and 

Munificence, 38. Proconſal of Africs, 429. 
Forced to accept the Empue, 16,44: - Death, 
52. Perſon and Character, FP: 

Gordianus IT. His Death,5z. Charater when 
young, 54 And in his advanced Ape, 55. 
Perſonage,. 57. 

Gordianus IL, Declar'd Emperor,59. Marriage, 
60. Per/ian Expednion,s 3. Depolſed and Slain, 
68,69. Character, 69. Buidings, 70, Epi- 
taph, 92+ 

Goths, 5, 114, 292. 


H. 
Adrian, 308. Hecatomb, $5, 

Helianus, 34', Heliogabalus, 5; 
Hemons, 22, 35. Heraclammon, 220, 221,” 
Heraclianus, 123, Herenman, 104- 

Herod, 123, 153. Herodian; 14. 
Hoſt ilianus, Perpenna, 97. 


I. 


EWS, 308. Ingenuus, 140. 

Interregnum, 239,250. Ffotapiana, 94. 
Iſauria, 103, Fulinms Capitolimnws, 274, 
Zanius, Cordus, jg, TJunins Meſſala, 337. 
Tunius Tiberianns, 195+ » 


L. 


Ecters of Alexander Severur,32, 409. Of Au- 
relian, 167, 292, 217, 221, 224, 225, 229, 
237,246. Of Maxim L 33,49. Of Ay: 
theus, 69, 65, Of Gordianus LI. 62, 64 Ot 
Bb 3 Clandms 


IND E X 


Claudius Julianus, 9x. Of Belſorus, 102, Of 


Balerus,103. Of Artabaſdes,i 04, Of Valerian, 
134, 149, 155, 189, 191,203, 204, 206, 2C8, 
296, 277. Of Gallienus I. 141, 193, 279. Of 
Claudius, 143,182, 183,213. Ot Decias, 1 92, 
Of Zenobia, 226. Ot the Army co the Senate, 
239. Of the Senate, 19,264. Of Antoninu 
Tiberianus, 265, Of Claudius Capellians, 266, 
Of Tacitus, 281. Ot Probas, 284, 285,290, 
293. Of Hadrian, 308. 


Licimus, 73. Lollianus, 135. 
Lots, 195. Lucius Priſcus, 96. 
M. 


Acedon, 17. 

Macrianm, 109, 110, 146, 147, 149- 
Atagnis, 11, Maxon, 153. , 
Adanichees, 346. 

Marcia Otacilia Sewvera, g5. 


Alarcus, 95, Marinus, 96. 
HAarinm, 135, Marins Maxumw, 294, 30l. 
Martians, 125. Mauricius, 43. 


Aaxentiaus, 351. 

Maximian, His Character, 335, 351. Cre- 
ated Ceſar, 341. Emperor, 342. His Sut- 
celles in Gallie, 341, 342. And Africa, 344. 
Triumph, 346. Maſlacres the'Thebaan Le 
gion, 347. Works, 348. Edic againſtthe 
Chriftians, 349. Abication, 359. Tres 
chery, 351. Death, bid. 

Maximin ]. His Extraction, 1. Riſe, 2. Pre 
ferment, 4 / Reception from Heliogabalws,5, 
And Alexander. Severui, 6 Strength of 
Body, 7. Proclaimed Emperor, 9, _ 

C ty, 


F, 
4 
\ 


5 Aw 


I-N D E X. 


elty, 9. Expedition againſt the Germany, 13. 
Rage upon the News of the African Re- 
volt, 19,49. Belieges Aquileia, 23. Death, 
24. Mealure of his Foot, 32. 

Maximin [T. His Beauty, 29,31, 35. Learning, 
30. Pride and Conditions, 31. Death, 
24, 35- 

Maximus. Declared Emperor, 77. His Ex- 
traction, 959. Perſon and Manners, 50. Re- 
ception at Rome, 87. Death, 89. 

Memphs, 159. Memnopbilws, 27. 

Mneſthews, 274. Moſes, 177. 

Mutiny, 83. Myſuhbews, 60, 65, 


N. 
Nats 345. Nemeſis, 83. 


Nicomachus, 226, 256, 
Namerianus, His Poetry and Oratory, 338. 
Death, 329. 


O. 
Denatw, 110, 119, 122,123, 151, 
Olympivs As 328, 
Omens, 33, 34, 199, 268. One/imms, 321. 


P, 
Ps 292, Palfurius Suras, 128. 
Palmyrs,22 4, 229. Piſo, 109, 157 


- Philip]. His Riſe, 66. Declared Emperor, 57. 


Depoſes and Kills Gordianws LI. 68. Fa- 
_— to the Chriſtians, 95. 
Phi ip II. "LL Pompey M. 
Poſt humins, 112, 116, 133, 1358 
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Probus, His Birth and Parentage, 2375. E- 
ſteem with ſeveral Emperors, 275, 276,299, 
278, 279, 280, 281, The Premiums given 
him, 29S. Valour, 282. Elevation to the 
Empire, 283. Unwillingneſs to take it,284. 
Succeſſes againſt the Barbarians, 289, 290, 
291, Eaſter Expedition, 292, Inteſtine 
Troubles, 294. Triumph, 295. Death, 296. 
Elogium, 297, 270. 

Proculas. His Extraction and Wealth, 312, 
Death, 312. Created Emperor, 313: 

Piolemais, 29%, | 


Q. 
Uttw, 1Cg, I 50. 
Quinquegentiani, 343, 34+» 
Quimillns, 187, 236. ; 


R. 
Awenna 26, Regilianus, 141. 
Roman Emperors few good, 242+ 
Romania, 1. Rome, in its Thouſandth 
' Year, 72. Various Fortune under difterent 
Princes, 320. | 


S 
Abinianus, 60, Sabine ,49. 
Sabinus Fulianus, 340, Salona, 350. 
Sapores, 64, 102. | | 
Saturninzs, Tyr. in the time of Gallienws, 160. 


Saturninus Declared Em » 3099, His Senſe 
of the Pegjſs of that Station, 308. Death, 
294, 3-9» 

-_ Senate. 
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Senate. Their A& for Conſtituting the Gor- 
diani Emperors; and denouncing Maximin 
* an Enemy, 17,46. Their A& for Conſti- 
raing Maximu and Balbinus Emperos, 97. 
Their Choice of Yalerien to be Cenſor, 99. 
Their Acclamations upon Clandizs, 179. 
Their Debate abont the Books of the Sibyl:, 
214, 215, 216, Their A& for the Conſti- 
tuting Tacitms Emperor, 253, 254, 255, 256. 
Their AR m the favour of Probus, 286. 
They Vote the Excifion of the Chriſtians, 
349. Senate of Women, 248. v. Vol. 

Sereps, 305. Serenus Sammonicws, $ 4. 
Severus, Cf. 359. Severus Hoſtilianws, 95. 

S#byl:, 63,114,214,215. Siccs, 166, 
Sirmiſh, 1 99 ao 
Speeches of Maximin I. 20, 50. 'Manricim,4?. 
Senator of the firſt Voice, 95. Veltius Sa- 
binw, 76, Decius, 100. Valerian, 100, 209, 
278, Marinas, 119, Balifte, 146.” Macria- 
nes, 147, 148. Aurelian, 210. ' -Ulpims Cri- 
"mites, 210; Tacitus, 240, 255, 260, Velius 
| Cormficius Gordianus, 253. Meecins Falconius 
| Nicomachut, 256, elius Ceſttionnr, 255. 
Mefins Gallicanus, 259. Manlins Statianus, 

287. Saturninus, 308. 
Suetonius Optatianus, 253. 
Suctonius Tranquillus, 79, 274, 30, 

S1714n5, 229, 
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x of 
Acit Decree, 48. | 
Tacitus. His Eleion to the Empire,25 4, 
Unwilling to aſſume it, 259. Managements, 
261, Moderation and Diet,262. Death,267, 
Terni, 274. Tetricus, 161,162,2 30,232,237 


Thebais, 343+ Thebean Legion, 347. 
T heodotws, 112. Thy{drus, 16, 43: 
Tiberian Library, 274- Timolaus, 165. 


Titianus, 30. Titus Quartinus, 12,175. 
Toxotius, 39.” Trebellian, 163, | 
Trebellius Pollio,1 97. Trebonianus Gallus,96. 
Troy, 183+ Tyana, 229. 


V. 
>> Hoſtilianui,g5, Valens Liciniaaus,96. 
Valens, Tyr. 109, 156, 157. 
Valerian LT. His great Eſteem with the Senate, 
98. Cenſor, gg. Captivity,102. Death, 105. 
ValerianTll. 106. Valerius Marcellinss, 79. 


Vefius Sabinus, 76, 78. Verona, 3 43. 
Vibius Voluſtanus, 97. Vittoria, 170. 


Viftorinus, 137, 138. Vialianus, 16, 45. 

oo Library, 196, 222,259, 274, 328. 

Ulpus Crinittus, 205, Vulcatius Terentianus,5 1 
W. 

\ A / Omen's Bravery, 36, 166, 171. 
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Enobia, 123, 166, 223, 224, 226, 227, 
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BOOKS Printed for, aud Sold by Chiles 
Harper at the Flower-de-luce, over-ggazraſ 
St. Dunſtan's-Charch i» Fleet-ſtreet:; X 


HE Life of our Bleſſed Lord and'Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. An Heroic Poem: Dedi&- 

ted to Her moſt Sacred Majeſty, in Ten Books. 
Attempted by Sammel Weſley, M.A. each Book 
illuſtrated by neceſſary Notes,' exphining all 
the more difficule Matters' in the whole Ali- 
ſtory : Alſo a' Prefaratory. Diſcourſe concer- 
ning Heroic Poetry. The Second Edmon-re- 
viſed by the Author, and 1 & with: che 
Addition of a large Map 'of 'the: Holy-Land; 
and a Table of the Principal Mattersz with 
Sixty Copper-Plates, by che celebrated Hand of 
W. Fauhorne, Folio. { 8: 41100 1311 

The Second and Third Parts of the Works 
of Mr. Abrabam Cowley. ' The Secbnd' con» 
taining what was writtery/ and "publiſhed: by 
himſelt in his younger Years, reprinted toge- 
ther : The Sixth Edicion. The Third Part con- 
taining his Six Books of Plants, viz. the Firſt 
and Second of Herbs, the Third and Fourth of 
Flowers, the Fifth and Sixth of: Trees; now 
made Engliſh by ſeveral Hands, with neceſſary 
Tables to both Parts, and divers Poems '1n praiſe 
of the Author. Folio: 

Reſolves':: Divine, Moral, Political. With 
ſeveral New Additions m Profeand Verſe. o 

N this 
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this Eleventh Edition, References are made to 
the Poetical Citations heretofore much wanted 
By Owen Felltbam Eſq; Folio. Price 12 s. 

The Works of the Famous Nicholas Machival, 
Cirizen and'Secretary of Florence. Newly and 
faithfully Tratflared into Engliſh. Fol. Price 15, 

The Whole Duty of Man, according to the 

Law of Nature, by that Famous Civilian Ss 
mae} Puſfendorf ; now made Engliſh. Off #w, 
Price 3s. 6d. | 
Dr. #7's Practice of Phylick, being the 
whole Works of that Famous Phyſician ; ren- 
dred into Ezglifh; ſecond Edition, with Forty 
Copper-Plates. Folio. 
The Hiſtorical and Miſcellaneous Tracts of 
the Reverend. and Learned Peter Heyliv, D. D. 
now collected into one Volume. And an Ac 
count of the Life of the Author, never before 
publiſhed. Folio, > 

The Religion of Proteſtants, a Safe way to 
Salvation ; with a Diſcourſe of the Apoſtolical 
Inftitution of -Epiſcopacy. By WW. Cbhilling- 
worth, M. A. To which in this Edition, is ad- 
ded his Letter, ſhewing the Reaſon why he lek 
Popery. Foke.- 

The Hiſtory of Q. Elizabeth, by W. Cambden, 
King at Arms. Fourth Edition. Folio, | 

An Impartial Colle&ian of the great Aﬀain 
'of State, from the beginning of the Scotch Re- 
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bellion in the Year 1639. 20 the Murder & 
King Cherle: the Firſt, Folio, In two Vol. By 
Dr. Nalſon. | 

Dugdele's Monaſticon Anglicanum. Folie. 
In three Volumes. 
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The 


The Hiſtory of King Edward IT. King of 
England, and Lord of Ireland. Folio. - 

Drills Practice of Phyſick. Ofave, With 
his Treatiſe of the Plague Price 7s. 

Biſhop Uſher's Power of the Prince, and the 
Obedience requir'd of the Subje, with a large 
Preface, by Biſhop Sanderſon. Octavo. 

Animadverl, on a Book Entitled, The Theery 
of the Earth, By Herbert Lord Biſhop of Hereford, 

A Treatiſe of Moral and Intellectual Virtues, 
wherein their Nature is fully explained, and 
their Uſefulneſs proved. By Haricleff, B.D. 
Price 4 5. . 

Contemplations Moral and Divine, in two 
Parts. By Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, late Chief 


Juſtice of the King's-Bench. OZev. Price 5 5. 


A Voyage to Surat, in the Year 1689. givi 

a large Account of that City, and its Mates 
and of the Engliſh FaQory there: Likewiſe a 
Deſcription ot Madere, St. Fag Y 
bends, and Malemba (on the. ca) 
St. Helena, Johanns, Bombay, the City of Mu- 
ſcatt, and its Inhabitants in Arabia Felix, 
Mecha, and other Maritim Towns on the Red. 
Sea, the Cape 


of Monſieur Furicu, the two and twentieth E- 
dition, with a Preface. By #.Fleerwoed, Chap» 
lain in ordinary to bis Majeſty. Price 2.5. 6 d. 


L AW-BOOKS. 
6 Fg Reports of Sir Peyton Ventrss, Knight, 


late one of the Juſtices of the Common. 
Pleas, in Two Parts. The firſt, containing le- 
le& Caſes adjudged in the King*s- Bench, 1n the 
Reing of K. Charles Il. The Second Part, 
containing Choice Caſes, adjudged in the Com- 
9on-Pleas, in the Reign of K. Charles IL. and 
K. Fames 1I. and in the three firſt Years of his 
now Majeſty K. /illiam and the late Q. Mary, 
while he was a Judge in the ſaid Court, with 
the Pleadings to the ſame :; with the Allow- 
ance and Approbation of the Lord-Keeper 
and all the Judges. 2 Vol.in Fol. Price 1, 10, 

The Second Part of Modern Reports, be- 
ing a Collection of ſeveral ſpecial Caſes, moſt 
of them adjudged in the Court of Common- 
Pleas in the 26, 27, 28, 29, and 39. Years of 
the Reign of King Charles II. when Sir Francs 
North was Chief Juſtice of the ſaid Court: 
to which are added ſeveral ſele& Caſes in the 
Courts of Chancery, Kings: Bench, and Exche- 
quer ; Carefully Collected by a learned Hand, 
Printed 1698. Price 12 s, 

The Lord Coke's Reports in Engliſh. Folie. 

Judge Crook's Reports in 3 Vol. the Third 
Edition, with References to all the late Re- 

rts. Folio, 

The Lord Coke's Commentary on Littleton, 
Folio. ; 

—His Commentary on Magna Charta. Folio. 

— His Pleas of the Crown, or the Third 
Part of the Inſtitutes. Foo. 

—His Juriſdiction of Courts, or Fourth 
Part of the Inſtitutes. — His 


His Eleven Reports in French. Folio, 

Bulſtrode's Reports, with New Referen. Folio. 
Leonard's Reports in Four Parts, with New 
References. Folio. 

The Year-Books in 10 Vol. the laſt Edit. 
with New Not. and Tables to them all. Folio, 

The Reports of the Lord-Keeper Littleton, 
in the time of King Charles I. Foko. 

The Reports of the Learned Judge, Sir Henry 
Hobart, the Fourth Edition corre&ted and a- 
mended. Folio. 

Reports in the Court of King's: Bench at Weſt- 
minſter, from the 12th. to the 30tb, Year of 
King Charles [l. by Fo. Keble of Grays Inn, Elq; 
in Three Vol. Fol. | 

Kelway's Reports with New References to 
all the late Reports. Folio. 

Reports of ſevera} eſpecial Caſes in the 
Court of Common-Pleas, by S. Carter of the 
Inmer Temple, Elq; Folie. 

An Afliſtance to Juſtices of the Peace,for the 


ealter Performance of their Duty, the Firſt Part 


containing the particular Clauſes of all ſuch 
Statutes from Magna Charta, until the firſt of 
King James IT. that do any ways concern a Ju- 
ſtice of Peace; in the other Part, the whole 
Office of a Juſtice of Peace is methodically di- 
geſted, with the moſt approved Preſidents un- 
der proper Heads, to which is now added a 
Table for the ready finding out the Preſidents, 
with a large Table of the matters never before 
Printed : By Fof, Keble of Grays: /wn, Elq. 
Anexac Abridgment of the Records in the 
Tower of London, being of great Ule for all 
that are concerned in Parliamentary Afﬀairs, 
| and 


1nd Profeſſors of the Laws of this Realm, Co). 
ized by Sir Rob. Cotton, Kt and Baronet. Feli, 
An exat Abridgment of the Statutes of 
K. WPil:am and Q. Mary, and of K William lll 
in Force and Uſe. Begun by To. "__ of 
*the Middle Temple, Elqz and fince his Death 
Reviſed and continued to the End of the laf 
Seſſion of Parl. Ap. 27.1696. OZ. Price 4 s. 
The Scrivener's Guide, Being choice and ap- 
proved Forms of Precedents, of all forts of 
Buſineſs now in Uſe and Practice, in a much 
better method than any yet printed; being uſe: 
ful for all Gentlemen, but chiefly for tho: 
who practice the Law. O#avo. Price 5 5. 
Styler's Practical Regiſter, begun in the Reign 
of K.Charles]. conſiſting of Rules, Orders, and 
piincipal Obſervations concerning the Practice 
of the Common- Law inthe Courts of Weftmn. 
particulaiiy the Kings-Bench, as well in matters 
Criminal as Civil; caretully continued down to 
this time. The Third Editton, OZ. Price 6 «x. 

An exact Abridgment of all the Statutes in 
Form and Ule trom the beinning of Magn 
Cherte; begun by Edm. Wingate, and fince con: 
tinued by F. Waſhington to the Year 1689, In 
this Impreſſion many hundred of falſe Refe- 
rences are corrected. Price 7 5. 

Two Dialogues in Engliſh berween a Door 
of Divinity, and a Student of the Laws of 
England, of the Grounds of the ſaid Laws,&c. 
Piice2s. 6d. 

The new Nature Breviam of the moſt Re- 
verend Judge Mr. Anthony Fitz- Herbert, Cor- 
reRed and Reviſed. Price 6-5. 
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| And- the other 


AUTH 
Compoſers of the Body 


Of the following 


HISTORY, 


Extracted from the 
Second BOOK of Latin Hiſtorians 
of GER ARD YOSSTHUS: 


ALIUS SPARTIANUS, 


HIS Author flouriſh'd mm the time of tte - 
Emyeror Diocleſian, to whore be ded;- 
cates the Life of Adrian, as alſo thoſe of 

Alias Verus, of Didius Jultanus, ef Severus, and of 

Peſcennius Niger. He has likew:i/s left us rhe Life 

2 E 


Tie Lives of the 


of Antoninus Caracalla, but without any Dedi. 
cation. At for that of Antoninus Geta, we find 
it addreſſed to Conſtantinus Auguſtus. It ſeem 
a!ſo from the beginning of the Life of Flius Verus, 
as if he bad written the Lives of thoſe Emperors, 
who reigned before Adrian. And about the latter 
end of the Life of that Emperor, he givts us « 
view of what he had deſipmed, m thee words; 
Havin pr to my ſelf to write the Hi. 
k 


ſtory ole, who ſince the time of ule, 

have lled Ceſars, or Auguſtus, or that 

| haves inces adopted, or Natural Sons 

* This re- of t rs, or * Conſecrated as Czſar' 


ws hr Kin ut we bave no Reaſon to believe that 
= Si be ever finiſhed that Deſign, for Yuen who 
lived after bim, affirms im the Life of Aurelian, 

that the Life of that Prince bad never been writ 

. ten by any one before himſelf. As to the veſt, the 
Learned Salmaſius tefs ws, that in the ColleFim 

of Spartian*s IVorks, which be found in the Pala 

une Library, there were further attributed to bin 

the Life of Antoninus Pius, and thoſe of An- 

toninus the Philoſopher, of Verus, of Pertinax, 

of Clodins Albinus, and of Macrinus, which 

are publiſhed under the Name of Julius Capitol+ 

nus, and al/o that of Avidfus Caftlius, common) 

ſwppoſed to be written by Vulcatius Gallicanus; 

and moreover, the Lives of Commodus, of An- 

troninus Diadumenus, of Heliogabalus, and ef 
Alexander Severus, which ere attributed to Lan 

Pridils. But I ſhall hawe occaſion ro ſpeak bere 

after of thoſe which are ſuppoſed to be written b 

V ulcatius and Lampridius- As for the other ths 


9 under ihe Name of J1lius Capitolinus, Vofliw 
ba 


way TS 5 As Fg © 


| fine, he was not always of the (; 
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bad ths Opinion of them, viz. hat the par- 
ticular ColleFion of Lives, above mentioned, in the 
Palatin2 Library, #s no ſufficient Reaſon for us 
to recede from the commonly recerved Opinion that 
Capicolinus was the Author of them ; nor oug bt 
we to be at all ſurpriſed that we find here as many 
Books as there are Lives, nor yet 4t what Capitoli- 
nus bimſelf ſonewhere tells us, that he would if be 
Jaw it convenient, include the Lives of two or 
more Emperors together in one Volumg; for in 


Ding in the beginning deſigned a 
for each Life, and afterward; 
Lives in one, as # evident from wnmning of 
the Lives of the Gordiani, where 
more largely in the Life of Capitolinuss As for 


. the Stile of Spartianus, and the other Compoſar: of 


the following Hiſtory, which we find commonly 
f11#'d together. Eraſmus bas thas of them in h:; 
Ciceronian. One can hind nothing, beſides the 
Truth of the Hiſtory, 1n thoſe Authors that 15 
uſeful or entertaining ; for, to ſpeak the Truth 
of th2m, they rerain very litclz of the Purity 
of the Latin Tongue. Bat bere Eraſmus & a 
luthe too ſevere, and what Reputation ſoever he 
may bave acquered for Learning, and particularly * 
for hs Knowledge in the Latin Tongue, yet in thu 
caſe, we ought no more to rely on what be ſay, 
than on Horace in the Caſe of Plaucus, or «© 
Nuintilian # that of Seneca and ſorme others, 
who, netwu b/? anding their RefiefFions, have con. 
rimnued to preſerve an i8vViolable Repuation, 


4 2 Vulcatius 


The Lives of the 


—  —— 


VulcatiusGallicanus 
THE 


NATOR 


O underſtand how far: Vulcatius Galli- 

[ canus-had engag d himſelf ts give ws the 

- Hiſtory of the times wherein be lived, we 

need only have recourſe to thoſe words of bu, in 
the Life of Avidius Caſſius, which x the offly 
one he has left us, viz. TI delign, ſay: be, to 
Diocleſian Auguſtus, to write the Lives of all 
thoſe, who, either juſtly or unjuſtly, have been 
ſtiled Emperor, to the end, to repreſent as 
it were at once to your view, all that have ar- 
rived to the Imperial Dignity, or been ho- 
noured by the Title of Augaſtus, But i x cer- 
tain that he never accompliſhed that Deſign, ſince 
Vopiſcus ( a 1 before mentioned) tells ws, [peak 
ing of himſelf, that he was the firſt that, ever 
writ the Life of Aurelian; ,and we may ſafely 
conclude that Vopilcus lived ſome time after Vul- 
catius, ſince he makes mention of Trebelliis 
Pollio, at the beginning of the Life of Aurelian, 
and of J.ihus Capitohnus, and Alius he = 
Jus, 


_—_ MM. .* 
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dius at the beginning of the Life of Probus. But 


thoſe were all contemperary with Vulcatius, But 
it may uot be unworthy our obſervation, that among 
the antient Colletions of the Works of Spartian, m 
the Palatine Library, we find that of Avidius 
Caflius, attributed there fo bim, as the Learned 
Salmaſius has remarked, who ſeems inclinable to 
think that they are one and the ſame Author, both by 


reaſon of the time wherein be lived, and of the 


Stile, and ſame Deſign of the Hiſtory ; becauſe, 
as Lampridius relates, be bad propoſedite bimſe!f 
to write an Hiſtory of all the Bmp lived 
ſince Julius Czſar,' wbo bad been by the 
Title of Czſar's or Auguſtus, and to amake there- 
of as many Books, as be ſhould write Lives. Which 
you may alſo read in the third Chapter f the Life 
of Avidius Caffiusz The Lives of all thoſe who 
had either juſtly or unjuſtly been ſtiled Em- 
perors, as we have already remarked. We may 
add to this, that as 'it us certain that Lampri- 
dius never accompliſhd his Deſign, ſo the Author 
of the Life of Cafſias has alſo left bu imperfett. 
For as 1 bavwe already ſaid, Vopiſcus maintains 
that no one before bim bad written the Life of Aure- 
lian, and he bas madg no mention at all of ul- 
tius, when be bad a wery fair Opportunity of 


Ling it, where be tells, us 3 That in his Me- 


moirs, he would content himſelf to imitate 
Gargilius Martials, Fuliuus Capitolinus, e/Elius 
r:dizs, and others, who, 1n what they had 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, had bzen more ob- 
{zrvant of the Truth of the Hiſtory, than of 
elegance of Style. Bat it may be /aid, that he 
alſs comprehended \ulcatius in theſe words, and 

a 3 : others: 


The Liycs of the 


others, ec. and that he would not expreſs the 
Name of this Author, becauſe though be might Pro- 
poſe to himſelf to write of all the Emperors, yet 
that might only be. perbaps out of ſome ſort of 
Emulation of Spartianus, and that there u« preat 
probability, be contented himſelf with only the Life 
of Avidius, or perbaps ſome one more that may be 
fince loſt, To this alſo may be added, that if 
thrs Life of Caflius bad not been written by Vul- 
Ccatius, hgw comes it about that it never went 
under t me of Spartianus, of Lampridius, 
or of Ca us? Or if there bad been any 
Error mm , Manuſcripts, it is probable ſome 
world havwg gone under one Name, and ſome un- 
der another, and yet we find in all the Copies, 
and all the Editions, 1he Name of Vulcatius Gal- 
licanus prefixt to-them, which we find mo 
where elſe; and m that it uz evident, the Copiers 
were not miſtaken, | 
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— 


Julius Capitolinus. 


E has written the Life of Antoninus Pius, 
H and addreſſed it to the Empergr Diocle- 
fian ; whoſe Name be makes, uſe of for the 
Life of Marcus Antoninus tbe Philoſopher, tho? 
none of the Editions bave any Dedication prefix'd 


to them, He dedicates alſo to Diocleſ1an the Life 
of the Emperor Verus 3 to which, if that be not 
rather to be attributed to Spartianus, we may 


further yoyn the Life of Pertinax, For the Life 
which we have under the Name of Claudius Al- 
binus, « dedicated to the Emperor Conltantinus, 
and not to Dioclelian, as Calaubon thinks in 
the beginning of his Notes on Spartian. We have 


alſo by him the Life of Macrinus, and thoſe of 


the two Maximim, and of the three Gordiani, 
dedicated to the ſame Conſtantinus. As for thoſs 
of Maximus «nd Balbinus, which we have alſs 
under bis Name, they are without any Dedication, 
and as for the reſt which he writ of other Emperors, 
they are loſt. It u evident that be has not car- 
ried on the [ame Deſign throug hout bus Work, of 
making @ particular Book for each Life, as he pro- 
poſed at the beginning, but bai faln into ano- 
cher Method, as be acquaint us bimſelf at the 


begining of the Lives of the Gordiatti, where 


a + hs 


The Lives of che 


be tells us expreſly, that he bad changed bis mind 
as to that, and afterwards gives us bis reaſon 


for ſo doing, | 


Alus Lampridius. 


HIS Author us one of thoſe whom Vo- 
piſcus. pretends to imitate in bu Life of 
Probus. We have Four Lives done by 

dim, Viz. thoſe of Commodus Antoninus, of 
Antoninus Diadumenus, of Antoninus Helio- 
gabalus, and-of Alexander Severus; the Two 
(atter whereof are dedicated to Conſtantinus Au- 
guſts, But we have ſome reaſon to doubt whe- 
7her Lampridius was the Author of the Life of 
Alexander Severus. It z true, it « attributed 

. to bim in the Edition of Milan, which & the firſt 
that was ever extant, but that excellent Manu- 
ſcript of the Palatinzs Library, aſcribes it to Spar- 
Uanus, as does alſo Robertus a Porta of Bolo» 
nia, But that Colletion of Spartianus's Works 
in the Palatinate, whereof Salmaſtus /peaks, 
does not only, aſcribe this Life to him, | but 
alſo thoſe of the Three Antonini, which 1 
bave juſt now mcutioned ; which if it be true, 
" there will not one remain for Lampridius, But, 
be is as it will, we have no Reaſon to give more 
Credit 39 the Palatine Colle4ion, than to ſo many, 
other 


0n 
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other Manuſcrips of Spartianus which have bees 
publiſhed, Which notwithſtanding if \it ſeem to 


bear t00 much upon thoſe of the contrary Opinion, 


1 ſhell be willing to perſuade my ſelf that Flius 
Spartianus, and FMlius Lampriduus were the 
ſame Perſon, it being eafie ta apply that of Aulo- 
nius "0 the preſent Caſe. ; 


Three names are commonly affeced by 


Perſons of Quality. 


Moreover, beſides thoſe three or four Lives, 
Spartianus writ ſome other between them and 
that of Marcus Antoginus, whereof be makes 
mention in the beginning * of the Life of Commo- 
dus : and yet notwithandingdid not Compoſe the 
Lives of all the Emperors: down to Conſtantinus, 
or to Diocleſian, as one may eaſily gueſs frim the 
Life of Aurelian written by Vopiſcus. 

Thws, as far as I ſee, we may without much 
difficulty Concede that Alins Spartianus, and 
Fils Lampridius were #he ſame Perſon, under 
three names, as I have ſaid before, And if thi, 
or both, were of the: Family of the liar, from 
which the Emperor Adrian alſo wwss deſcended, 
their Original was illuſtrious enough : but this us 
all very uncertain, and we can draw no [atiifa- 
ory Concluſions from it, 


wel redellus 
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— 


'Frebellias Pollio. 


N the firſ® Eduion of thu Author which 
was at Milan, we find him oalled Tre- 
vellius, and not Trebellius, according to A- 
ventinus's CorreFion, in the ſecond Book of by 
Annals, where be ſpeakg of Ancient Writert: 
But that, in the Opiniow of Vollius, was not at 
all neceſſary, For *among Ancient [nſcripti- 
ons, ſays be, you may find, Trebellus Pelr 
dianus, Trebellius Marinus, Proenſul, Trebel- 
lia Tyche, and ſuch like, We may add that Tre- 
bellius «« formed from Trebius, . which x wery 
frequently found among the ſaid Inſcriptions, « 
Trebius Germanus, Trebius Longus, Trebia 
C. F. Filumena. Nay, as Salmaſius remarks, 
there are ſame Ancient Manuſcripts to be ſeen, 
wherein this wery ' Author # called Trebius Pol- 
ho. Beit as it will, Thu Pollio, ſays Flavins 
Vopiſcus i» the Life of Aurehan, Has Compoſed 
an Hiltory of che Emperors both thoſe that have 
render'd themſelves famous, and thoſe that 
have led obſcure Lives, down from the ewo 
Philips to Claudins, and his Brother Quaintilix, 
But there remains of this Authors, neitber the Live! 
of the Philips, nor the Life of Decius, who ſuc- 
ceeded the Plhlips ; neuher thoſe of Gallus and 
| Volulia- 
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Voluſianus, ho came after Decius. Alſo we 
have only one part left of the Life of Vale- 
rianus the Father, towards the end: but we have 
that which follows, and alſo the Life of Vale: 
rianus the Son, the Lives of the two Gallieni, 
and of the thirty Tyramts who uſurped the Em- 
pire in the time of Gallienus. | 


As to bzs Book, which he Entitles of the thirty 
Tyrants, it ſeems to have a reſpeft to the thirty 
Tyrants which Commanded im Athens after Ly- 
ſander; and without doubt-this Author bad a 
fanſie to parallel the Roman Empire with that 
State, in having alſo thirty Tyrants in the time 
of Valerianus «nd Gallienus, becauſe there were 
ſeveral. But he reckons no more than twenty 
nine, wherefore to make up the number of thirty 
he adds Valens to them, who liwu'd before, and 
indeed be himſelf _ owns that be revolted in 
the time of Decius. But if we may exceed the * 
time of Valerianus, and Gallienus, we may add 
a great many more beſides Valens. Howſoever 
fo ſmall a fault as thu ſcarce deſerves Criti- 
eiſing upon the Fudgment of this Hiſtorian : 
and there is yet leſs reaſon to reflet® on bim for 
bus admitting two Women into bus Liſt of Ty- 
rants, viz. Zenobia and Victoria: for it « 
common to denominate things from the Nobler 
Gender ; thus you ſee Women admitted into the 
number of [Ulnſtrius Poets, as Sappho and Co- 
rinna ; but for ths Trebellius excuſes bimſelf 
at the latter end of bis Wark. He liv'd in the 
time of Conſtantius Chlorus, Farber of Con- 
ſtantinus, 


The Lives of the 


ftantinus, as we may eafily Conjetture, ſince be 
mentions him in the beginning of the Life of 
the Emperor Claudius, Brother of Quintilius, 
Which agrees very well with what be ſays of bs 
Uncles being a Familiar Friend of the young 
Tetricus one of the thirty Tyrants, 


Vopiſcus cemmends the diligence of thu Hi- 
forian at the begznming of the Life of Firmus, 
Furthermore, if we conſider the times wherein he 
lived, bis Language and Stile are not unworthy 
of praiſe, whereof Geſner in the firſt Tome of hu 
Bibliotheca, gives thu Encomum, that they 
ere not without both Politeneſs and Nicety ; but 
that in ſome places bu Stile riſes a little tu 
high for Hiſtory : and Voſhus « of the ſam 


Opin. 


Flavius 
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Flavius Vopiſcus. 


HIS Author, a Sicilian Borm at Syra- 
cuſe, bas writ the Life of the Emperor 
Aurelian, and alſo of Tacitus, and bs 
Brother Florianus; to which be likewiſe adds 
100 Wrbet of + Probus, which he Dedicares ro Rufus 
me BF Cellus, as be calls bim inthe Life of, Firmus. 
Afterwards be Compoſed thoſe of the four Ty- 
rants, Firmus, Saturninus, Proculus and Bo- 
noſus, and laſtly thoſe of the. three Emperors 
Carus, Numerianus, «nd Carinus at once, 
which * all remains of bu ; for we have no 
Author that attributes any thing elſe to bim. As 
or the time wherem be liy'd we have ſufficient 
Authorities to aſcertain at. He tells ns bimſelf 
that bu Uncle was preſent at that Harangne made 
when Aper was killed by Dioclelian. In the 
Life of Carinus be Celebrates be praiſes of Dr 
oclefian and Max:iminian,of Galerius and Con- 
ſtantius, and [ays that each of their Lives was 
us Written in ſo many particular Books by Claudius 

. MEuſthenius, Secrerary ro Diocleſian ; And /a;s 
on that wery Subjett, it muſt not be Expedited that 
be ſhould do the ſame, becaule it 1s very dan- 
gerous to Write the Hiſtories of Princes while 
they are alive. hence it # Evident _ " 
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lived after the tyme Conſtantius Chlorus, Fathy 
of Conſtantinus. And be ſays in the Life 
Aurelian, We have at preſent Conſt antixs for 
our Emperor. But I am apt to think that tha 
was the firſt Life be Writ, and that be Compoſed 
that of Carinus after the death of Conſtantius; 
for if it be mot [o, in the room of Conſtantiy 
we muſt read the, Emperor Conſtantinus, or el; 
underſtand Conſtantius, Sor of the ſaid Con 
ſtantinus. But the firſt of theſe two Opinion 
:s far the*moſt probable; and certainly, by thi 
words 1hich we find in the Life of Probus, # s 
Evident that be Writ long before that the life 
Aurelian, viz, But fince no other undertaks 
it, I cannot ſuffer, after having been the only 
Perſon that has Writ the Life of Anrelia 
(which I did as exa&ly as I could) and having 
alſo Compoſed the Lives of Tacitus and Flons 
nu, that that of Probus, and the memory c 
his glorious ARions ſhould lye buried in filence 
It 1 live I detign alſo to write all the Lives 
the Princes fince his time down to Maximia 
and Diocleſian, Methinks we bave reaſon 1 
praiſe, in Vopilcus, beſides bis Learning, the or 
der which be always obſerves, in the recital « 
what be Writes; which Spartianns, Capttolt 
nus, and the other* Anthors of the Imperial Hiſtn) 
have not tock ſo much care of, ſince m the Tug 
ment if ſeveral, Affairs therein are far more Cow 


fuſed. He had likewiſe propoſed ro bimſelf 1 


IWrite the Life of Apollonius Tyanzus, who|! 
Sorceries the Gentiles made uſe of to oppoſe, ani 
ſet up againſt the true Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt 
end in the Life of Aurelian be calls that Imp» 

fo 
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for, A Perſon who had acquir'd a vaſt Reputa- 
tion by his Wiſdom, in the ancient Opinions 
of the Philoſophers, a real Friend of Truth, 
and worthy of Divine Honours. And 4 lit- 
'tle after. What Perſon was ever ſeen more ho- 
ly, more venerable,more. poſſeſſed of the Opi- 
nions of the Ancients, and more Divine a» 
mong Men? He reſtored Life to the Dead, 
and both ſpoke, and did many things aþove 
the reach of human Power. But if any one 
would know more as to the particulars, let him 
read thoſe Grecian Authors who bave written his 
Life, From theſe words it is eaſie 10 gueſs, what. 
4 Rhapſody of Lies we might have expected from 
Vopiſcus concerning this Perſon, whom be ſo much 
admired, if be bad writ bis Life, which be pre- 
ſently after promiſes m Language which ſuffict- 
ently reſtifies the Veneration be paid to his me- 
morye | 


